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TO MY PARENTS 
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INTRODUCTION 


_ An ancient Hindu legend reminds us that: “Sur la terre tout passe. C'est 
la loi universelle.”—On earth everything passes away. It is the universal law. 
So passes away man and his earthly possessions, and so passed away the Ascen- 
sionites who inhabited the parish in its youth. All save foot-prints have 
departed from the sands of time. 


The primary ‘and principal purpose of this work is to preserve and record 
and photograph, as it were, the foot-prints of our ancestors; and to reproduce 
word-pictures of their day and time. It is both interesting and appropriate 
that we should, from this distant zone and era, survey, review and perpetuate, 
in cold type, the Ascension parish of old. 


During the century herein reviewed—18(0-19U0U—we behold, with a tinge 
of sadness, the complete disappearance and annihilation of the old oraer of 
things. Where are the Houmas and Chetimaches Indians? The mail stage, 
the slave, the ox-team, and the coal-oil street lamp,—all are gone, never to 
return. ; 


Let us, then, perpetuate in cold type the news of the good old days in 
Ascension parish, Louisiana, by means of this quasi scrap-book. Much of the 
information and data contained herein will, undoubtedly, be real and genuine 
news to our people. 


In this imperfect and unsatisfactory manner, and to this extent, we are 
permitted to visit our ancestors, their neighbors and friends, even though the 
vast majority sleep “on fame’s eternal camping ground.” In our mind’s eye, 
We may participate in their joys and sorrows; see their problems as they saw 
them; walk arm in arm with the pioneers of Ascension, and follow them as 
they penetrate, settle and clear the tangled wild-woods of Ascension. Splendid 
farms from the Amite to the Assumption line stand as mute witnesses to their 
industry and perseverance. 


In submitting this work to the public the writer is fully aware of its many 
short-comings; and he does not claim it to be a full, complete and perfect 
account of everything of possible interest which occurred in Ascension between 
1800 and 1900. The writer does believe, however, that it will be read with 
interest and appreciation by a large number of those who are fortunate enough 
to dwell in FAIR ASCENSION. 


The task of gathering the material published herein could not have been 
accomplished by the writer without the assistance generously extended him 
by numerous friends. It is impossible to name all of them here. Thanks are 
particularly extended to Mr. Robert Glenk, Mrs. E. D. Fredericks, Mr. E. A. 
Parsons and Father O’Brien (of Loyola), all of New Orleans; Mr. J. W. McMil- 
lan of L.S.U., Baton Rouge; James S. Barman, James Von Lotten, and my 
children, Sidney A., Jr., Mary Elizabeth and Jessie Earline Marchand. 


Sidney A. Marchand 
Donaldsonville, La. 
Nov. 1, 1935. 
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(St. James and Ascension parishes), 
LOUISIANA, 1805 
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EXPIRATION OF More than three centuries have expired since Christopher 
18TH CENTURY. Columbus discovered the New World. We note that the year 
seventeen hundred ninety-nine is about to expire. The inhabitants of Ascension 
parish, Louisiana, owe allegiance to a ruier in far-off Madrid. Communication 
between subject and ruler is slow, uncertain—impossible! A report to the ef- 
fect that Spain is contemplating a transfer of the territory of Louisiana to 
France, is being circulated amongst our people. Our inhabitants are thrilled 
with joy; for, even though thirty-seven years have expired since Ascension was 
transferred from France to Spain, our settlers have not forgotten LA BELLE 
France. In the midst of these wild rumors the pioneers dwell in peace and 
happiness. - 


The year 1799 has departed! To-day is Wednesday, the first day of Janu- 
ary, Anno Domini, One Thousand Eight Hundred. A new day, year and century 
are born. 


AT PIERRE LANDRY’S A quasi-holiday is declared, as is customary. Greetings 
GROCERY. are exchanged, and, had we been present, we probably 
would have seen a motley crowd of settlers—Frenchmen, Spaniards, Acadians— 
assemble at the combination groggery and grocery of Monsieur Pierre Landry, 
which is situated at the junction of the Lafourche des Chetimaches and the 
Mississippi. Due happiness and laughter prevails. A Spaniard drinks “To Spain 
—Land of Queen Isabella, who made possible the discovery of the New World;” 
A Frenchman drinks “To France—Land of Louis XIV, the Grand Monarch;” an 
Acadian, in stentorian tones, drinks and toasts “Acadia and Grand Pre—birthplace 
of the exiles,” and, in unison, all drink “To Acadia county, the Golden Coast— 
adopted homeland of all.” 


FOUNDING OF We are reminded that the parish of Ascension is but 27 
ASCENSION PARISH years of age. History asserts that it was on August 19, 
1772, that Father Angelus de Reuillagodos, first resident priest, arrived at our 
settlement, and bestowed the name “Ascension” on this ecclesiastical subdivision 
by making the following entry in his church records: 

“On the 15th of August, 1772, I, Father Angelus de Reuillagodos, a member 
of the Order of Capuchins, by order of the Very Reverend Augustine of Toledo, 
provincial of this Province, and also by order of His Majesty, King Charles 3rd. 
have taken charge of this parish as the first pastor. This parish is dedicated to 
the Ascension of Our Lord. I have this day witnessed its founding. 1 


CENSUS AND As we survey the population we find less than two thousand 
STATISTICS. inhabitants in Ascension; the greater portion of these clinging 
to the borders of the Father of Waters, on lands granted to them by the French 
and Spanish governments. We find nearly fifty per cent. of our population 
bound in slavery. Even our successful and prosperous pioneers enjoy little 
comfort, but follow the lives of backwoodsmen. New Orleans, the capital of 
Louisiana, is a small town, and a journey there is slow, inconvenient and ex- 
pensive, 
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Among the first permanent settlers to establish themselves 


ACADIA COUNTY at the Acadian or Golden coast 2, we note inscribed upon 
the ancient land records 3 the following: 


Louis Andry 

John Alman 

Jean Chas. Arcenaux 
Gabriel Arcenaux 
Michel Arcenaux 
George Autin 
Fraucisco Antaille 
Francois Arcenaux 
Jean-Marie Armant 
Pierre Arrieux 
Pierre Arcenaux 
Louis Arcenaux 
Joseph Albares 
Joseph Alamo 
Jean Arcenaux 
Juan Arcenaux 
Joseph Arccnaux 
Guilliame Arcenaux 
Baptiste Allain 
Thomas Alberado 
Jean Aleman 


Maria Bermudez 

E. Bourgeois 

Michel Braud 

Mauel Breaux 
Joseph Bourg 

Alexis Braud 
Raimond Braud 
Benjamin Babin 
Honore Braux 
Charles Babin 
Jacques Babin 
Simon P. Babin 
Armand Babin 

Alex Babin 

William Belo 
Hypolite Breau 
Jacques Babin 

Polite Babin 
Armand Babin 
Armand Braux 
Pedro Braux 

Andre Bernard 
Daniel Blouin 

Pierre Bossie 

Joseph Bretoniere 
James Bazilico 
Frederick Brown 
Pierre Vlanchard 
Marguerite Bourgeois 
Antonio Berry 
Baptiste Bourgeois 
Jean Baptiste Baudry 
Jean Louis Bourgeois 
Saturnin Bruno 
Joseph Boudreaux 
John Ettenne Bujau 
Madelaine Bujau 
Jcan B. Bergeron 
Bonaventura Bergeron 
Maturin Bergeron 
Isidore Blanchard 
Magdelaine Babin 
Constance Breau 
Augustin Broussard 
Marguerite Brasseaux 
Anna Marthe Blanchard 
Michel Douradou Bringier 
Wid. Aman Bourgeois 
Baptiste Bourgeois 
Alexis Ceaser Bonamy 
Baptiste Bonaventura 
Theedore Bergeron 
Antonio Blanchard 
Dominique Bourgeois 
Simon Rabin 

Paul Babin 


Edward Bourgeois 
Paul Bourgeois 
Henry Berthelot 
Pierre Bertrand 


‘Armand Babin 


Joseph Babin 
Peter Bujau 
Joseph Bujau 
Pierre Bourgeois 
Rose Bourgeois 
Juan B. Bergeron 
Simon Boudreaux 
Michel Bergeron 
Chas. Bertrand 
Simon Bourgeois 
Fred Bianchard 
Ephraim Babin 
Paul Bourgeois 
Simon Boudro 
Miguel Bourgeos 
iBaptiste Bernard 
Jos. Beurgeois 
Fred Blanchard 
Antoine Bayon 
Isabelle Baugard 


Paul Chaisson 
Marcelly Cornu 
Joseph Callouet 
Antoine Clara 
Antoine Church 
Juan Chauvin 
Daniel Clark 

Adam Chisnaidre 
Thomas Collado 
Jacques Cantrelle 
Anastasia Cormio 
Ferdinand Capdevielle 
Lominque Cabellero 
Simon Joseph Crone 
Pierre Carmouche 
Joseph Caillouet 
Peter Craig 

Jox Coxe 

Joseph Carbo 

Jean B. Chaisson 
Picrre Chenet 
William Conway 
Maurice Conway 
Henrique Cline 


Dominque Descayne 
Maria Dias 
Joseph Dugas, Sr. 
Firmin Dupuy 
Michel Dugat 
Joseph Dupuy 
Francois Duhon 
Maria Dupuy 
John Dias 

Manuel Dias 
Martin Dubourg 


Simon Dupuy 
Charles Dugast 
Jean Dugas 

Paul Dugast 
Jean Dumaine 
Joseph Daroza 
Joseph Duhon 
Michel Dugas 
Paul David 

John Draughn 
Francisco Wugast 
Athanas Dugast 
Gregoire Dugast 
Louis Dannequin 


Fligius Fromentin 
Charles Frederick 
Mathias Frederic, Sr. 
Irancois 

Anselma Forest 
Gregorio French 
Maurice Fontenau 
Catherince Frederic 
Louis Falgoust 
Mathias Frederic, Jr. 
Joseph Laurent Fabre 
Pierre Frederick 
Marie Forest 

Louis Faure 

Anioine Frederie 
Richard Fowler 
Bridgite Forest 
Joseph Forest 

Carlo Forest 
Christoval Falcon 


Joseph Granger 
Edward Godin 
Simon Gautreau 
Antoine Garcie 
Augustin Godet 
Diego Gomez 
Benaventura Goudin 
Charles Gautrot 
Ludivine Granger 
Aman Gautrot 
Simon Gotrot, Jr. 
Amant Goutro 
Augustin Gravois 
Gerome Godet 
Joscph Gonzales 
Alexander Godin 
Luc Gaudin 
Jacques Graber 
James Godberry 
Charles Gotrot 
Carlos Gaudet 
Baptiste Goutro 
Noel Gisdar 
Michel Gocet 
Antonio Gomez 
Louis Gaudin 
Louis Gregoire 
L. H. Gurlain 
Jean Godet 
Jean Gravoie 


Barthole Hernandez 
Baptiste Hudguet 
Lorenzo Hernandez 
Paulite Hebert 
James Jones 


John Hernandez 
William Hutcherson 
Martin Houssous 
Pierre Houvre 
Jacques Hebert 
Louis Judice 
Juan Jansome 
Louis Hymel 
Bastien Hymel 
Lazaro Hernandez 
Henry Houvre 
Joseph Heres 
Silvestre Judice 
Michel Judice 


Jean Kling 
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Pierre Labat 
Sylvain Le Blanc 
Joseph Simon Landry 
firmin Landry : 
Joseph Levert 
Pierre Lanoue 
Isaac Le Balne 
Maphael Landry 
Jeseph Landry 
Hlceiene Le Blane 
Jenn B. Louvier 
Aman Landry 
Augutin Lambando 
Pedro Le Blanc 
Franciso Landry 
Marcu Landry 
Pierre Landry, Jr. 
Henjamin Le Blanc 
Philip Lachaussee 
Bazile Leclair 
livp olite Landry 
Simon Landry 
tunac Le Blanc 
Danat Landry 
Simon Lanoue 
Peter Le Bourgeois 
Fusebe Landry 
Augustin Landry 
Perre Lanoix 
Pedro Lambert 
Pedro PP, Lejoye 
Susanne LeRos 


Abraham Landry 
Simon Le Elance 
Pedro Landry 
Vincent Landry 
Peter Landry 
Marie Le Blane 
Donut Le Blanc 
Marlanne Le Blane 
Simonet Le Blane 
Mad. Hyathinte Landry 
louis Landry, Jr. 
Jeun Lacoste 

Jean B, Le Blane 
Olivier Landry 
Santiago Le Blanc 
Paul Le Blane 
frcronme Le Blane 
Kierre Loup 
Olivier Le Blane 
Fkarminie Le Boeuf 
Jos. Nicholas Landry 
Yulentin Landry 
Joseph E. Lalande 
Iauis Lecompte 
Patevan Landry | 
Marie Landry 
Henry Landry 
Juan LeBoeuf 

fsiles Le Blane 
Joseph Le Blane, Ir. 
Helard Lei Blane 
Oritte Le Blane 


duan Marcot 

Antoine Maxent 
Francis Morales 
fhevalier Malarcler 
Henry Melancon 
Peal Melanson 
Francois Michel 
Vrancisco Moreau 
Jiacph Melaneon 
Pahio Melancon 
duan Baptiste Melanson 
tenjamin Myr 
Jiseph Melancon, Jr. 
Vesuis Mollere 

Antoine Matien 
Prances Morales 
Francisco Mathieu 
Mathins Martin 








Pierre Michel, Jr. 
Joseph Michel 
Pierre Michel 
Marie T. Malet 
Eusebe Melancon 
Joseph Moran 
George Mouton 
Simon Mur 

John McDonough 
Jean Baptiste Myr 
Antoino Montasino 
Joseph Massias 
Pabio Melancon 
Francis Massias 
Augustin Mallet 
Noel Materne 
David Meianson 
Jerome Melancon 
Joseph Mollere 
Paul Myr 

Guiot Mathias 
Alixis Millet 
Vincent R. Mora 
Michel Massias 


Andre Neau 


Thos. Orquart 
David Orquart 
Jean Orry 

Pierre Olivier 


Joseph Perera 
Maria Del’Pino 
Joserh Pardia 
Pedro Priamo 
Jean Louis Part 
Maguerite Poirier 
Francois Pocher 
Wiiliam Priestly 
Alphonse Perret 
Jean Parades 
Joseph Pino 
Joseph Prara 
Efelder Picou 
Armand Prejean 
Joseph Poirie 
Pierre Part 
Joseph Paul. 
Michel Poirie 
‘Antoine Pcrera 
Antoine Peytavin 
Domingo Prevost 
Paul Pertuit 
Maxin Prejean ° 
Carles Prejean 
Jean B. Picou 
Jos. Part 

Alexis Ferret 
Pierre Perret 
Raltizar Plaisance 


Diego Quintano 
Mar:a Romero 
Joseph Richard 
Sauveur Roy 
Alexis Rom 
Genezi Roussin 
Jean Reynaud 
Abraham Rom 
Maria Rodriguez 
Joseph Quintero 
Anthony Rausman 
Julia Ramos 
Simon Richard 
Antoine Robo 
Hubert Remy 


Jean Pierre Richard - 


Jean Rom 

Manuel Romanos 
Francis Rausman 
Pierre Richard 
Etienne Reine 
Chistophe Roussel 
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David Rom 
Pierre Richard 
Michel Richard 
Marie Rasicot 


Jacob Statenfleld 
Joseph Sioner 
Jean Paul Sechenydre 
Sebastian Suares 
William Spaun 
Peter Sacristan 
Simon Savoye 
Juan Saunier 
Dominic Suares 
Fred H. Summers 
Francois Savoy 
Pierre Sianneaux 
John Silvero 


Gasper Tillano 
Antoine Tregre 
Pierre Theriot 
Eiienne Terrio 

Jean Baptiste Tete 
Ambrose Terrio 
Nicholas Trosler 
Charles Thome 
Juan Tillano 

Chas. Thibodaux 
Olivier Terrio 
Thomas Terrio 
Marie Jeanne Tassin 
Joseph Theriot 
Carles Thibodaux 
Christopher Trosler 
Chas. Thibodaux, Jr. 
Oliver Thibodaux 
Charles Terrio 
Francisco Terrio 
George Tregle 
Augutin Trosler 

A. D. Tureaud 
Dominic Turead 


Thomas Urquhart 


Marcos Villere 
Widow Vincent 

Jean Baptiste Viceur 
Andre Vega 

Jean Baptiste Viover 
Felix Vincent 

Jean Vessie 

George Violon 
Charles Vincent 
Evariste Villavasso 


Wm. Wikoff, Jr. 
Jas. S. Yarborough 
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Page Four THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 








IN GALVESTOWN On Jefferson, Humas, Claiborne, Iberville, St. Matthew, Mi- 

| randa, Galvez, St. Mark, St. John and Acadian streets in 
Galvestown, we note the following pioneers: David C. Hatch, Francis Rausman, 
Joseph Alamo, Frances Morales, Augutin Lambardo, Maria Del Pino, Fred H. 
Summers, Anthony Rausman, Joseph Pino, Mathias Martin, Joseph Massias, Michel 
Massias, Maria Bermudez, Joseph Capitan, Joseph Pereria, John Dies, Francis 
Massias, Maria Romero, J. S. Yarbarough, Wm. Wikoff, Jr., John Hernandez, 
Gasper Tillano and Hypolite Landry. 


1. Registry, Ascension Catholic church, Donaldsonville, La. 
2. For origin of name Acadia, see Read, W. A., Louisiana Place-Names, p. 2. 
3. Names of these settlers taken from American State Papers, Pub. Lands. 
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1801 


WHITE SETTLERS The Chetimaches Indians 1, who, in 1717, by order of 
ENCROACH UPON Governor Bienville, were driven from their old camping 
CHETIMACHES grounds at the junction of the Lafourche des Chetimaches 

and the river Meschesabe, are still dwelling upon the banks 
of Bayou Jacques in the country of Iberville. Their chiefs, from time to time, 
for a paltry consideration, dispose of large and valuable tracts of land to the 
Whites. 


THE HOUMAS Remnants of the Houmas Indians remain on their ancient hunt- 
ing-grounds on the north side of the Mississippi river, a few 
miles below the junction of the Lafourche. 2 


JEFFERSON BECOMES Thomas Jefferson was inaugurated president of our 
PRESIDENT neighbor, the United States of America, on March 4, 
1801, succeeding John Adams. 


FAUBOURG CONWAY John Maguire, parson, on June 17, 1801, sold his farm 

to William Conway. This land is situated between 
the farm of Jean Baptiste Laissard and the land of the Ascension Catholic 
church. 3 


OFFICIALS Dr. Rafael Croquer is now—Aug. 10, 1801—commandant at “La- 
fourche de Chetimaches, parogia de la Ascension,” and is a lieu- 
tenant of infantry in the Spanish army. 


1. See “Chetimaches,” La. Place-Names of Indian Origin. W. A. Read, p. 154. See also 
following supreme court decisions: 5 Mart. O. S. 490,655; 9 Mart. O. S. 53,80; 5 Mart. N. 
S. 1; 6 Mart. N. S. 356; 12 La. 32; 4 Ann. 141. 

2. About 100 Houmas Indians remained in the Burnside area in 1800, though it appears 
that on Oct. 5, 1774, the greater portion of this tribe moved to Point Houmas, on the south side 
of the Mississippi, and their chief, Calazava, for $150, relinquished all title to their lands in 
the Burnside section to Alexander Latl and Maurice Conway. 

3. This tract now forms that portion of Donaldsonville, bounded by Lessard and St. 
Patrick streets. . 
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1802 
JEFFERSON FROWNS On Apr. 18, 1802, President Jefferson addressed a com- 
ON TRANSFER OF munication to Robt. R. Livingston, U.S. minister to 
LOUISIANA FROM France, saying: 1 
SPAIN TO FRANCE “_.Lhe cession of Louisiana and the Floridas by 
Spain to France, works most sorely on the United 
otates2 From these causes, we have ever looked to her (France) as our 


natural friend, as one with which we never could have occasion of differences. 
Her growth, therefore, we viewed as our own, her misfortunes ours. There 
is on the globe one single spot, the possessor of which is our natural and 
habitual enemy. It is New Orleans,....... Spain might have retained it quietly 
for years............Not so can it ever be in the hands of France .......... These circum- 
stances render it impossible that France and the United States can continue 
long friends, when they meet in so irritable a position.......... If France considers 
Louisiana, however, indispensable for her views, she might be willing to look 
about for arrangements which might reconcile it to our interests. If any- 
thing could do this, it would be the ceding to us the Island of New Orleans 
and the Floridas. .... Every eye in the United States is now fixed on the affairs 
of Louisiana. Perhaps nothing since the revolutionary war, has produced more 
uneasy sensations through the body of the nation. .....” 


The foregoing communication was entrusted to Monsieur Dupont de Nemours 
and wife, trusted friends of President Jefferson, for transmission to Minister 
Livingston at Paris. The President, in his letter to Mr. Dupont, saying: 


«.. One more request,—that you deliver the letter to Chancellor Livingston 
with your own hands, and, moreover, that you charge Madame Dupont, if any 
accident happen to you, that she deliver the letter with her own hands. [If it 
passes only through hers and yours, I shall have perfect confidence in its 
safety, _” 


1. The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, 1903, vol. 10, p. 311. See also, p. 316. 
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1803 
JEFFERSON’S FEARS France, being moved by various and sundry considera- 
UNFOUNDED tions, and as a strong proof of its friendship for the 


United States of America, on Apr. 30, 1803, ceded to 
the latter the Territory of Louisiana. Ascension pioneer settlers are far away 
from the scene of action. The atmosphere is filled with rumors, and our 
people wait and wonder. They are shoriiy to learn, however, that since Oct. 1, 
1800, they have been Spanish subjects only nominally, for, on that date, their 
ruler, without their knowledge or consent, obligated himself, under the terms 
of the escret treaiy of Si. lidefonso, to cede to France the vast territory known 
as Louisiana. 


OFFICIALS DESIGNATED The French government, on June 6, 1803, designated 
TO EFFECT TRANSFER Pierre Clement Laussat to receive possession of 

the territory. Spain had previously designated Don 
Manuel de Salcedo and Don Sebastian de la Peurta O’Farrill to deliver the pro- 
vince to France. 


JEFFERSON QUESTIONS President Jefferson, desiring to obtain information 
DANIEL CLARK and data on the conditions prevailing throughout 

the province of Louisiana, on July 17, 1803, made 
the following request upon Daniel Clark: 


“It is only on the spot that this information can be obtained, and to 
obtain it there, I am obliged to ask your agency; for this purpose I have pro- 
posed a set of questions, now enclosed, answers to which in the most exact 
terms practicable, I am to ask you to procure. It is probable you may be able 
to answer some of them yourself; however, it will doubtless be necessary for 
you to distribute them among the different persons best qualified to answer them 
respectively. ...... We rely that the friendly dispositions of the Spanish govern- 
ment will give such access to the archives of the province as may facilitate 
information, equally desirable by Spain on parting with her ancient subjects, 
as by us on receiving them. .....” 1 


SPAIN PROTESTS THE Spain, having heard that France proposes to trans- 
PROPOSED TRANSFER TO fer the Province of Louisiana to the United States 
UNITED STATES of America, questions the authority and right of 

. France to make the transfer. President Jefferson, 
on Nov. 1, 1803, wrote Dupont de Nemours: 


_.. The government of Spain has protested against the right of France 
to transfer; and it is possible she may refuse possession, and that this may 
bring on acts of force. But against such neighbors as France there, and the 
United States here, what she can expect from so gross a compound of folly 
and false faith, is not to be sought in the book of wisdom. She is afraid of 
her enemies in Mexico; but not more than we are. Our policy will be, to form 
New Orleans, and the country on both sides of it on the Gulf of Mexico, into 
a state; .” 2 
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SPAIN TRANSFERS At the Cabildo, in the city of New Orleans, the Spanish 
TO FRANCE government, by and through its representatives herein- 

. above named, on Nov. 30, 1803, transferred Louisiana, to 
France. 


FRANCE TRANSFERS Disregarding the protests of the Spanish government, 
TO UNITED STATES and a few days after having acquired Louisiana from 

Spain,—on Tuesday, Dec. 20, 1803—at the Cabildo, in 
the city of New Orleans, France formally transferred the province to the United 
States of America. 


STAR-SPANGLED BANNER The American flag now floats over Louisiana, and 
FLOATS the pioneer settlers of Ascension owe allegiance to 
a new sovereign. 


CLAIBORNE BECOMES William Charles Cole Claiborne, by appointment from 
GOVERNOR Washington, becomes first territorial governor. He 

immediately proclaims that the authority of France 
and Spain has terminated, and that all are now Americans. 3 The vast majority 
of the settlers of Acadia county are of French extraction; and they are dis- 
appointed at their separation from the Motherland. 


CENSUS TAKEN Upon taking a census of the territory, the American govern- 

7 ment found in the Lafourche and Ascension area 1094 in- 
habitants, while 247 dwell on or near the banks of the Iberville river at Gal- 
vestown. The Canary Islanders there are very much disturbed over the recent 
transfer, and a large number have removed to Baton Rouge where the Spanish 
flag still waves. 


CHURCHES Father Domingo Joachin Solana, until May 16, 1803, served as 
resident pastor of the small Catholic church at Galvestown. 


1. Jefferson, op. cit., vol. 10, p. 406. 
. 2. Jefferson, op. cit. vol. 10, p. 423. 
8. Proclamation, dated Dec. 20, 1803, may be found in La. Hist. Qy., Vol. 16, No. 2, April 
1933. ' 


Pre - Oh 
coy tate windy? 





of gannigelis so avienseeA to ersiting le ea 
aginevoe wt he a ae us 
cantina.” 

pa tapneaiteioegen va ,smmodialD ai00 cotta?) entmitll 7 eaMoogs . 

a .vomrevep tetrotiti? ter eomosod ees ane Hs " 

donetd Yo ¥ieortiun od) tad!) eniafodg qiotaibomsmi 

Wireleut teey aT © 2agsixeorA von ots Th a 

-sih ote varll bas ;aolfomiixe donoTl to eibesA to pos we 
basliedioN at mort ncitrisgse viet te bafaloqge 
















-wiavoy neniiscA off yrotizie) edt to 2uens9 # gabled aogJ Ka RAT agenao 
~pi B@0f ears solensoaA bre acdoiuotat od? a hawot jovi 

“lad. ie savin oflivund! of? Yo edocd of? 1898 TO no tlowh TM slidw inetided 
taooa7 od) tavo ho@iutell domi yiov 418 ott etoboalel ytenK? oat . 
dziakge ott! sroiw oyu0f mets of bevomet rt sad reer eyrill ban | 













evra five 
ea, 
sg hevrse. £081 pl vot iting .emalo2 nisionol opnimed rsdist | eaoUHD 
mweteovis® te daredo oifodiad Mame ons of PNA Sen eid 
ny roe Se me 
+ 4 M1 dov th ae mf 
wa -q OF tow Jie : 
ink ok at MOY oxi toll et al bowed of | 03 2001 beta wnoltammaloort £ 
5 VA j uve ted ee 
aia we, eae y 
} . CL, A eet: Oe Me Savina ie 
i abub ise re fey eine aia al ry ar ore ity yet 
ote) i ye WD aa iseggreth 
het i r en er ay! f vii Die > "Gay 
| ae ee ee ig fae | 
Ris» Wit hoy 4 ow ites (on a ba abel ee ans 
tle ste Sean gaa? 


ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA | Page Nine 


rene nee een ee enrenny 


= 








1804 


JEFFERSON CONGRAT- Having acquired Louisiana, President Jefferson felt 
ULATES that Congress and the country deserved congratula- 
| tions. In his message to Congress of Jan. 16, 1804, 
he states: 

“_. Governor Claiborne... and General Wilkinson, were appointed com- 
missioners to receive possession. They proceeded with such regular troops as 
had been assembled at Fort Adams...to New Orleans. .... Our commissioners, 
on their arrival at New Orleans, found the province already delivered by the 
- commissaries of Spain to that of France, who delivered it over to them on the 
twentieth day of December, (1803)... Governor Claiborne being duly invested 
with the powers heretofore exercised by the governor and intendant of Louisi- 
ana, assumed the government on the same day, and for the maintenance of law 
and order, immediately issued the proclamation and address now communicated. 
On this important acquistion,.. I offer to Congress and the country, my sincere 
congratulations.” 1 


GOVERNOR SENDS In order to get a better picture of the country districts, 
AGENT WATKINS Governor Claiborne, on Feb. 9, 1804, instructed his 

agent, Dr. John Watkins, to visit the country parishes, 
and to contact all commandants. The doctor was given authority to re-appoint 
the old commandants wherever he found them eligible; and, where they could 
not qualify, he could name their successor. The Governor supplied him with 
blank commissions. After having completed his tour of the country settle- 
ments he submitted his written report, and, of the Ascension region, he reports: 2 


AT LAFOURCHE DE “The next parish in ascending the river is that of 
CHETIMACHES Lafourche de Chetimaches. This District was formerly 

governed by Mr. Croquer, an officer attached to the 
Swaniaty service, who in consequence of this circumstance was obliged though 
very reluctantly, to decline accepting a re-appointment. In choosing his suc- 
cessor as well as in the other appointments I had occasion to make, I kept con- 
Stantly in view the instructions of your Excellency. After having made myself 
personally acquainted with many of the principal characters of the parish, 
and consulted a great number of the inhabitants, I commissioned in the place 
of Mr. Croquer, Mr. Joseph L’Andry, 3 a wealthy farmer and the person who 
had always acted as Commandant Per interim during the absence of Mr. Croquer. 


JOSEPH LANDRY BECOMES “This gentleman altho born in Acadia, has re- 
FIRST COMMANDANT sided many years in Louisiana, speaks the Eng- 

lish and French languages, professes strong 
attachment to the Government of the United States, and possesses the unlimited 
confidence and affection of all the inhabitants of the District in which he lives. 
He begzsed me to assure you of his zeal, and best exertions in discharging the 
duties of his office, and of his desire to prepare his fellow-citizens for the 
reception of the inestimable blessing which they are entitled to expect, from 
the wise and just operation of the American Government in this country. -... 
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ARRIVES AT. “Galves-Town is situated about ten leagues from Baton Rouge 
GALVESTOWN upon the River Iberville, a little below its junction with 

the Amite. There are but a few inhabitants in this place, 
and notwithstanding its beautiful and advantageous situation there are but about 
28 families in the whole of that part of the District which remains to the 
United States, and not above 25 or 30 slaves. There is here a small fort, with 
a few pieces of bad Cannon ‘and 12 Spanish Soldiers, which are Commanded by 
Don Thomas Estevan, an officer in the Service of his Catholic Majesty. This 
gentleman has solicited his retreat, and Sincerely laments that its not having 
arrived, prevents him from immediately becoming an American Citizen, and 
consequently from continuing in the Command he has hitherto occupied. Should 
this event take place during your administration permit me Sir to recommend 
this Worthy Man to your notice and protection. The universal affections of a 
whole District, is the recompense of his past services, and his integrity and 
goodness of character, will secure him your favor and patronage. 


ALEXANDER MORIE “In place of Mr. Estevan I was compelled for the want 
APPOINTED of a greater variety of Characters, to appoint, Mr. Alex- 

ander Morie, Civil Commandant of this District. He is 
by birth a Scotchman, has passed twenty years in the county, is a man of good 
sense and incorruptible honesty, but unfortunately a great Drunkard. He speaks 
the two languages, and I believe him serious when he declares his attachment 
to the American principles and Government. As it may be necessary to send 
a Military Commandant to this Post, your Excellency can take such measures 
as will better secure its Good Government, seeing that there is no person there 
at present in whom much trust or confidence can be placed. The inhabitants of 
the country in general, speak English, the balance who reside in the town are 
chiefly Spaniards poor and very miserable. .....”’ 4 


ORLEANS TERRITORY Under the terms of an act of Congress, approved 
ORGANIZED March 26, 1804, (to become effective on October 1, 

1804), the territorial government was organized. The 
legislative power is vested in ‘a governor, whose terms of office is three 
years, and a legislative council composed of thirteen fit and discreet persons to 
be appointed annually by the President. The judicial power is vested in a super- 
ior court and such inferior courts as the legislature may establish. 


JEFFERSON WANTS MEN! President Jefferson prescribed that a majority of 

the legislative council should be “sound American 
characters.” Let us note his letter of July 7, 1804 to Governor Claiborne, as 
follows: 


...In a letter of the 17th of April, which I wrote you from Monticello, I 
observed to you that as the legislative council for the territory of Orleans, was 
to be appointed by me, and our distance was great, and early communication 
on the subject was necessary, that it ought to be composed of men of integrity, 
of understanding, of clear property and influence among the people, well ac- 


quainted with the laws, customs, and habits of the country, and drawn from 
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the different parts of the territory, whose population was considerable. And 
I asked the favor of you to inform me of the proper characters, with short 
sketches of the material outlines for estimating them; and I observed that a 
majority should be of sound American characters long established and esteemed 
there, and the rest of French or Spaniards, the most estimable and well af- 


fected. _.” 5 


LAFAYETTE WAS It was intended that Lafayette should be named as first 
FIRST CHOICE governor of Orleans territory. From Monticelio, President 
Jefferson, on Aug. 13, 1804, wrote Governor Claiborne: 6 
“Various circumstances of delay have prevented my forwarding till now, 
the general arrangements of the government of the territory of Orleans. En- 
closed herewith you will receive the commissions. Among these is one for 
yourself as Governor. With respect to this I will enter into frank explanations. 
This office was originally destined for a person (Lafayette) whose great services 
and established fame would have rendered him peculiarly acceptable to the 
nation at large. Circumstances, however, exist, which do not now permit his 
nomination, and perhaps may not at any time hereafter. That, therefore, being 
suspended and entirely contingent, your services have been so much approved 
as to leave no desire to look elsewhere to fill the office. ....” 


THE GOLDEN COAST The Acadian coast, 7 comprising Ascension and St. 

James parishes, is in a prosperous condition, and has 
earned the appellation “Golden Coast.” The Louisiana Gazette of Aug. 18, 1804, 
contains the advertisement of Paul Lanusse, who offers for sale “thirty-four new 
negroes from the Gold Coast.” 8 


SMALL POX IN THE A spurious vaccine has discouraged a country doctor, 
COAST who resides at Lafourche. The Louisiana Gazette of Aug. 
28, 1804 contains the following: 

“Extract of letter from Doct. S., dated Lafourche, 18th inst. to Doct. L. of 
this city. - : 

“I am sorry to inform you, that I have discovered in two different parts of 
the Coast, a spurious vaccine introduced which will be attended with very bad 
consequences, one day or other, as it can have no effect whatever, in preventing 
the contagin of the Small Pox, of course must bring the genuine vaccine into 
disrepute in some measures; in consequence of my seeing some very suspicious 
cases before I left the City in addition to the above instances; I shall be com- 
pelled to inform the public that I will not hold myself answerable for any case 
whatever unless immediately under my own inspection.” 


EARLY PAROCHIAL In his message of Nov. 8, 1804, President Jefferson advises 
GOVERNMENT Congress: | 

) « In the district of Louisiana, it has been thought best 
to adopt the division into subordinate disrticts, which had been established under 
its former government. These being five in number, a commanding officer has 
been appointed to each, and so soon as they can be at their station, that dis- 
‘rict will also be in its due state of organization; in the mean-time their places 
“re supplied by the officers before commanding there. ...” 9 
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ACADIA COUNTY The Legislative Council met Dec. 4, 1804, and divided 


CREATED Orleans territory into twelve counties, the county of Acadia 


(comprising the parishes of Ascension and St. James), being 
among them. 


WILLIAM DONALDSON Governor Claiborne, on Oct. 22, 1804, recommended 


to President Madison that William Donaldson be ap- 
pointed a member of the Legislative Council. 


COURTS AND The Louisiana Gazette of Oct. 12, 1804 announces the appoint- 

OFFICIALS ment of Michel Cantrelle, Daniel Clark, Evan Jones et als, as 
members of the Legislative Council. 

The Legislative Council passed an act authorizing the Governor to appoint 

a judge, and as many justices of the peace as he may deem necessary, for each 


county. The county judge is ex-officio custodian of land records, notary public, 
tax collector and sheriff. 1° 





A PLANTATION FOR T. & D. Urquhart caused the following advertisement to 
SALE be published in the La. Gazette of Nov. 9, 1804: 

“For Sale, a plantation, In the District of Lafourche, on the left bank of 
the Mississippi, of 10 acres front, with the usual depth.” 


1. Writings of Jefferson, op. cit. Vol. 3, p. 365. 


2. Claiborne’s Letters. See, also, R. D. Calhoun, La. Hist. Qy., Vol. 18, No, 1, p, 61 to the 
effect that “In the outlynig distrcits the Spanish commandants retained their posts, and these, 
or most of them, were in turn reinvested by Governor Claiborne with authority to perform 
their same duties, but in the name of the United States.” 


3. Ancestor of Trasimon Landry, first lieutenant-governor; Louis A. Landry, assessor, and 
J. Artstide Landry, congressman. : 


13, kd = very interesting article on “Galvestown” is found in the La. Hist. Qy. Oct., 1930, vow. 
o. 4. 


5. Writings of Jefferson, op. cit. Vol. 11, p. 36. 
6. Writings of Jefferson, op. cit., Vol. 11, p. 47. 


7. In 1782 the Acadia section was referred to as St.James of the Acadiens parish; also the 
ae a the Acadians, Cabanose, the coast of the Acadiens, the post of Cabanoces. Dia 3m Hist, 
y-, Vol. 18, No. 1. 


8. The Louisiana Gazette was examined at the City Hall Archives, New Orleans. 
9. Writings of Jefferson, op. cit., Vol. 3, p. 370. 


10. William Donaldson appears as a member of the first New Orleans council, Gaspard 
Dubuys appointed first county sheriff in June, 1805. 
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1805 
MAIL STAGE. NEW ORLEANS Our postal and transportation service is im- 
TO MANCHAC CHURCH proving, as will be noted in the following 


advertisement from the Louisiana Gazette of 
~ Jan. 4, 1805. 

“Mail Stage. This is to give notice to the public at large, that the Mail 
Stage will leave New Orleans every Tuesday morning, at six o’clock, and arrive 
at Manchac Church the next day at five o’clock P. M. Leave Manchac every 
Sunday morning, at six o’clock, and arrive at New Orleans on Monday at five 
o’clock, P. M. The subscribers have furnished themselves with the best horses 
for the line, and good drivers, from whom passengers may expect the greatest 
attention. The Stage Office is kept at the house of M. Labruere. The best of 
horses will be kept at Manchac Church, to hire. Hays & Cammack, 3rd Decem- 
ber, 1804.” 


BANKS The Gazette of Jan. 11, 1805 observes that William Donaldson has 
been elected a director of the Louisiana Bank. 


ACADIA COUNTY By Act of the Legislative Council, approved Apr. 10, 1805, 

Orleans territory is divided into twelve counties, one of 
them being Acadia, which comprises the parishes of St. James and “the Ascen- 
sion,” commonly called the First and Second Acadian coasts. 


LANDRY DEMOTED: On April 13, 1805, Joseph Landry styles himself “Com- 
CANTRELLE NAMED mandant Civil au district de la fourche de Chetimaches, 
COUNTY JUDGE paroisse de l’Ascension, province de la Louisiane.” It 

was probably a coup de grace to him to receive the 
following from Governor Claiborne, dated May 20, 1805: 

“Sir: A law of the Territory directs that the first and second Acadian Coasts 
shall compose a County, and that a Judge for the same shall be appointed, to 
whom certain duties now vested in you‘as Commandant, shall be confided. 

“In conformity to the law I have appointed Mr. Michel Cantrell, the most 
ancient Commandant in the Territory, and I request that you would deliver to 
him the Papers and Records of your Parish. I have nominated you a Justice of 
the Peace, and left your Commission with Mr. Cantrell, who is authorized to 
administer to you the necessary oath of Office. I am solicitous that in this 
new capacity you will consent to act, since your uniform conduct inprivate 
and public life, is Sufficient Surety that your duties will be discharged with 
integrity and propriety. 

“Receive Sir my Sincere thanks for your faithful Public Services, and I 
pray you to be assured of my Respect and Esteem.” 1 

Accordingly, on June 12, 1805, Mr. Landry styles himself “Juge de paix au 
Comte d’Acadie.” 


DONALDSON’S In the Gazette of Apr. 26, 1805 we note the following: 
BILLS AND BOATS “Bills on Philadelphia, For Sale by William Donaldson. 
Again, in the same issue, there appears: “For Liverpool. 


The staunch and fast sailing Brig NEWTON, John Riley, Master——Wm. Donald- 
son,” 
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COURTS IN ACADIA Under the provisions of Act of May 1, 1805, the courts 

of the county of “Acadia” convene on the 1st Mondays 
of July, October, January and April of each year. (See Acts. Leg. Coun., 1805, 
C, 25, pp. 144-152). 


WILLIAM CONWAY Conway believes that, at the junction of the Mississippi 
OFFERS TO SEEL and Bayou Lafourche, a town of very considerable note 

will soon arise. In the Louisiana Gazette of June 25, 
1805 he advertises: 

“For Sale, Two acres of land fronting on the Mississippi, about 75 miles 
above this City, running back forty acres; this land is all high and twenty acres 
of it now under fence ready for cultivation—The situation of it renders it 
of great value; lying a few acres below the confluence of the Bayou Lafourche 
and the Mississippi, adjacent to the church; a back country extending down La 
Fourche for 25 leagues thickly settled, the produce of which must be brought to 
the Mississippi for a market, and the great intercourse with the Attacapas 
through this Bayou, leaves but little doubt that this spot must soon become a 
town of very considerable note. For terms apply to the proprietor Wm. Con- 


way, at the Houmas, or to Mr. Charles Underwood, New Orleans. June 18, 
1805. 2 


FIRST COUNTY The Louisiana Gazette of June 25, 1805, announces the 
OFFICIALS NAMED appointment by the Governor of the following county 

officials: Michel Cantrelle, judge of the county court; 
Hubert Remy, clerk; Augustin D. Tureaud, treasurer; and Gaspard Dubuys, 
sheriff. 3 


SOLONS = The Legislative Council convened at New Orleans on June 20, 1805. 


EXPRESS TO ACADIA On July 24, 1805, Governor Claiborne addressed the 
NEEDED following request to the Mayor of New Orleans: 

. “Sir, Being solicitous to forward in safety and with 
expedition to the County of Acadia, dispatches of consequences, I beg of you 
to direct a Confidential Non-Commissioned officer of the Corps of Gendarmery, 
to attend at the Government House, and await my further orders. I would wish 
the Express to set out on this dav, and to arrive early to-morrow at the house 
of Mr. Cantrell in. Acadia County.” 

However, on the same date the Governor advised the Mayor: “I have this 
Moment received your Note in answer to mine of this Morning;—Since I had 
the Honor of making that communication, a Gentleman from the County of 
Acadia has presented himself at my office, on the very business for which I 
wanted the Gendarmery as an express. So that I have now no occasion to 
avail myself of your Polite and prompt attention to my request.” 4 


MAIL STAGE Hays and Cammack are no longer operating the 
RECEIPTS ALWAYS READY mail stage between Manchac church and New 


Orleans. In the Louisiana Gazette of July 16, 
1895 we find the following: 
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“Mail Stage. The subscribers, having become proprietors of the Mail Stage 
from this City to Manchac church, respectfully informs the public, that they 
have good stages and horses, with careful drivers. If in case more passengers 
should offer than will fill one stage another will be ready for their accomodation. 
The Stage Office is kept at Vassault & Todd’s Hotel, where passengers can be 
elegantly accomodated. The stage will leave New Orleans every Tuesday morn- 
ing, at 6 o’clock, and arrive at Manchac church, on the next day at 5 p. m. 
Returning, leave Manchac every Suuday at 6 a. m. and arrive at New Orleans 
on Monday at 5 p. m. 


“The prices of a passage from the City of Manchac, is eleven dolkars, and 
the same back—each passenger is entitled to carry 14 pounds of baggage. 
Passengers must enter their names at the stage office, the preceding evening, 
and pay the passage, receipts being always ready. June 21, (1805). 


“Thos. Gholson, Thos. Vassault.” 


FROMENTIN BECOMES The Gazette of Aug. 13, 1805, announces that Governor 
FIRST DISTRICT- Claiborne has appointed Elijah Fromentin, prosecut- 
ATTORNEY ing attorney for the counties of Acadia and the Ger- 

man Coast. Mr. Fromentin thus becomes our first 
district attorney. 


MAIL STAGE CHANGES Thos. Vassault announces in the Louisiana Gazette 
HANDS of Aug. 16, 1805 that he has become the sole pro- 

prietor of the mail stage operating between New 
Orleans and Manchac church. The schedule remains the same, and the fare 
is fixed at $11.00 to Manchac church, and $16.00 to Baton Rouge, “and the same 
back.” 


LANDRY AND CONWAY By Act of Congress, approved March 2, 1805, the 
ELECTED Legis!ative Council is composed of five members to 

be appointed by the President, and 25 members to 
be elected by popular vote. Governor Claiborne, on July 30, 1805, directed the 


county judges, clerks and sheriffs to hold elections for this office on the third 
Monday of Sept. 1895. Joseph Landry and William Conway were elected as 


members from Acadia county. The Legislature met at the Hotel de Ville in 
New Orleans on Nov. 4, 1805. 5 


CHURCHES Samuel Donnell, Kentucky farmer and flat-boatman, journeying 
down the Mississippi this year, notes that at Donaldson Town 
there is a “Yarge Roman church.” 
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A PIGEONNIER PRE: Mrs. Marguerite Allain, widow of Pierre Landry, on Nov. 
CEDES DONALDSON 27, 1805, purchased at the succession sale of her husband’s 

estate, the tract of land adjoining, and on the lower side 
of, Bayou Lafourche. The buildings thereon are described as being: a house 


De 


elevated on brick pillars six feet, measuring 36 by 18 feet, with front and rear 
galleries; a store 22 by 12 feet, with front and rear galleries; a kitchen 20 by 
12 feet, with front and rear galleries; a “pigeonnier,” a negro cabin; an old 
corn crib, ‘and 40 arpents of cultivable land under fence. Having been offered 
for sale on three occasions at the parochial church, it was finally adjudicated 
to Mrs. Landry for $9,200. 6 


1. From Claiborne’s Letters. See, also, Act of Mar. 3, 1805 (ch. XLIV) providing: “From 
the day they (county judges) are sworn, the offices of civil commandant and syndics of such 
counties shall cease; and such judge and justices, respectively, shall be vested with all the 

owers and subjects to all the duties which, on the 13th of a 1804, might have been 
awfully exercised by the Civil Commandant,... ” Calhoun, R. Orgin of County-Parish 
Goverument, La. Hist. Qy., Vol. 18, No. 1, p. 79. 


2. This forms a portion of the present city of Donaldsonville, and lies between Lessard 
and St. Patrick streets. See 6 La. 346; 9 La. 271; 11 La. 140; 14 La. 548. 


3. See Act of Apr. 10, 1805. By Act of Mar. 31, 1807 county offices were abolished, and 
the office of parish judge, ‘who was ex-officio clerk and sheriff, was created. 


4. See Claiborne Letters. 5. La. Gazette, Noy. 12, 1805. 
6. This is the original townsite of Donaldson Town. 
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WILLIAM DONALDSON The city-builder, William Donaldson, makes his bow 
DREAMS OF CITIES; upon the local stage. On Monday, Feb. 10, 1806, for 
SELLS WINE a consideration of douze mil piastres gourde Mex- 

icain, he purchased from Mrs. Marguerite Allain, 
widow of Pierre Landry, the small plantation on the right bank of the Missis- 
sippi and below the Lafourche. Donaldson is a resident of New Orleans. On 
this site he is about to build Donaldson Town. The land purchased was acquired 
by the late Pierre Landry by grant from the Spanish government on Nov. 5, 
1775. 


In the Louisiana Gazette of Jan. 14, 1806, Mr. Donaldson advertises: “A 
few pipes of genuine old Madeira wine for sale—Wm. Donaldson.” 
On Jan. 6, 1806, Donaldson was elected a director of the Louisiana bank. 


MAIL STAGE IN The New Orleans-Manchac church mail stage is in financial 
TROUBLE embarrassment. We find that in the Gazette of Jan. 17, 1806, 
Sheriff Ross of New Orleans advertises for sale, the following 
property which he seized in the hands of Vassault & Todd: 
“For sale, on Jan. 30, 1806, a stage, with harnass for four horses.” 1 


~HOUMAS ARE A small band of Houmas Indians still abide on the banks of 


FRIENDLY the Mississippi in the county of Acadia. 2 They are friendly 

to the American government and the white settlers, and are 
quiet and peaceable. Governor Claiborne, under date of Apr. 4, 1806, writes 
the Washington government: 

“I have this day drawn upon you in favor of Richard Claiborne an order 
for 48 dollars payable at five days sight; this sum has been paid by me, for 
two uniform coats which I presented to two Chiefs of a friendly Tribe of 
Indians called the Hamos; they reside on the waters of the Mississippi in the 
County of Acadia within this territory, and have been in the habit of receiving 
small presents from Governors.” 3 


DONALDSON DEDICATED The village of Donaldson is formally dedicated by 

act before B. F. Van Pradelle, notary public of 
Orleans parish, on a 27, 1806. This officer is the father-in-law of William 
Donaldson. 


SCHOOLS The county sheriff, under the provisions of an Act approved May 
2, 1806, is obligated to call an assembly of fathers of families for 
the purpose of electing five commissioners to establish free schools. 


PLANTATION FOR In its issue of May 13, 1806, the Louisiana Gazette announces: 
SALE “For Sale, A plantation situated 7 miles above New Orleans, 

on the east bank of the Mississippi adjoining the Homas, 
and about two miles below the Bayou Lafourche—it contains about 12 acres and 
a half front, running 40 back from the river... For terms apply to the printer.” 
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DONALDSON TOWN William Donaldson is now conducting a publicity cam- 
LOTS FOR SALE paign, in order to promote the sale of lots in the pro- 


jected town of Donaldson. His advertisement, published 
in the Louisiana Gazette of June 27, 1806, is as follows: 


“Fourche, 21st June, 1805. 


“The subscriber begs leave to inform the public that on Monday, the 7th 
July he shall commence the sale of lots in the town of Donaldson, now estab- 
lishing at the entrance of the Fourche. 


“The plan of the town may be seen at his house on the premises and also 
at his residence in New Orleans, where the price and conditions of sale will 
be made known. Wm. Donaldson.” 


LANDRY RESIGNS Joseph Landry, (first American commandant and former 

justice of the peace), who was elected member of the Legis- 
lative Council in Sept., 1805, became thoroughly dissatistied over general political 
conditions, and resigned as a member of the council from the county of Acadia. 
Thus, on June 15, 1806, Governor Claiborne issued a writ of election addressed 
to the sheriff of Acadia county, calling an election for the second Monday of 
July, 1806, for the purpose of electing his successor. 


JAILS—IMPRISONMENT By an act of the Legislative Council, approved May 
FOR DEBT 3, 1805, the county judge, with the advice and consent 

of the justices of the peace, is authorized to impose 
and collect a tax for the purpose of “purchasing, erecting or hiring” a court 
house and jail, and for the further purpose of “paying the expenses of prose- 
cuting criminals who may be insolvent.” 4 Acadia county is without either court 
house or jail. William Donaldson, anxious and zealous to promote the growth 
and development of his new ville de Donaldson, is determined to have it recog- 
nized as the county seat of Acadia, comprising the parishes of Ascension and 
St. James. The matter has been 1a topit of discussion for the past two years. 
Accordingly, at a meeting composed of the county judge (Michel Cantrelle), and 
the justices of the peace, held at the home of William Scott, J. P., 5 for the 
purpose of considering same and Justices of the Peace Joseph Landry, Gaspard 
Dubuys and Christophe Colomb being in attendance, it was resolved that the 
proposition of William Donaldson be accepted. Shortly thereafter the following 
contract was executed: 


“To-day, the fourteenth day of September, Eighteen Hundred and six, and 
the Twenty-ninth year of the Independence of the United States, we, the under- 
signed, Joseph Landry, Christophe Colomb and Gaspard Dubuys, all three jus- 
tices of the peace named by the assembly of judges and justices of the peace 
of the county of Acadia, held on the 24th day of July past at Mr. W. Scott’s for 
the purpose of determining with Mr. William Donaldson the site on which it 
will be convenient to build a town hall and prison for the county, also specify- 
ing the proportions of the said edifices, did agree to that which follows, to-wit: 
Said lots 48 and 49 facing on Chetimaches and Attakapas strects, making alto- 
gether a square of one hundred twenty feet by one hundred twenty, will be used. 
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“Said lots: are dedicated for the said edifices, and the said Mr. William 
Donaldson obligates himself to build on the said lots at his cost and expense 
a house of forty feet front by fifty feet in depth divided in the following man- 
ner, to-wit: 

“A hall for the audience, of twenty feet in width, by twenty-eight feet in 
depth, having a room behind it of twelve by twenty feet, surrounded by a 
gallery six feet in width, on the end of which are two cabinets, and further 
another edifice destined to serve as a prison, of thirty-six feet by thirty, divided 
into four apartments, with a hall in the middle, in which there will be one cell 
of fifteen feet square, constructed of piece on piece of cypress of about one- 
foot square, English measure, with two openings grilled with iron and a door 
of heavy material, with one wicket, also grilled with iron; another room of 
the same portion for the debtors, and consructed of material of two or three 
inches with two openings and one door; also two apartments on the front for the 
use of the jailor constructed in an ordinary manner. 

“Thus done and completed the day and year elsewhere written in the 
county of Acadia, the 14th day of September, eighteen hundred and six, and 
the thirty-first year of the Independence of the United States. Thus signed at 
the moment of these presents. Joseph Landry, G. Dubuys, C. Colomb, Wm. 
Donaldson.” 


STATISTICS ON A communication is published in the Louisiana Gazette of 
ACADIA Sept. 16, 1806, which reports the following statistics for 

Acadia county, to-wit: “County of Acadia extending from 
the limits of the latter (German coast) about 12 leagues further up the river— 
Whites, 2728; colored, 2556.” “County of Ybberville, extending from the limits 
of the county of Acadia to Manchac, on the left bank of the river, and to the 
end of the settled part of the country, on the right bank of the river, about 
43 leagues above New Orleans,—Whites, 1587; colored, 935.” Number of deaths 
in Ascension from Aug. 1, 1805 to Aug. 1, 1806, whites, 14; colored, 6. Number 
of births in Ascension parish between Aug. 1, 1805 and Aug. 1, 1806—Whites, 
50; colored, 10. 


DONALDSON’S Mr. Donaldson is daily selling lots in his new town. He main- 
DOMICILE tains a residence in New Orleans, though he spends most of 

the time in Ascension—here and at the Houmas. Many of the 
receipts which he issues are in French in Donaldson’s hand-writing. 


SQUATTERS AND Land speculators have invaded the Territory, and assert 
SPECULATORS claim to some half million acres of terrain situated between 

the Mississippi and the Iberville—commonly known as the 
Houmas claim. Several hundred settlers of the New River country resist the 
claim of the invaders. 7 


CHURCHES Thomas Ashe, who journeyed down the Mississippi in Nov., 1806, 
comments: . 

“Every parish from Baton Rouge down, has a church, on which a cross, 

that sacred emblem of Christianity, glitters from the top of a spire, which raises 

its picturesque head above the summit of walnut, magnolia and cypress trecs. .... 
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“Bayeau de la Fourche is on the west side, thirteen miles from the Manchac, 
and four from the settlement of one Baillie, a rich and noted cotton planter. 

“The creek, or bayeau de la Fourche, is about twenty-five leagues from 
New Orleans. In old maps it is called la Riviere des Chetimaches. It flows 
from the Mississippi, and communicates with the sea to the westward of the 
Balise. The settlers on the banks talk of deepening the mouth of the Fourche, 
and of turning the whole volume of the Mississippi into it, thereby to enrich 
their country to the sea, to the entire ruin of New Orleans and all settlements 
along the river’s banks below the Fourche. The entrance of the Fourche is 
navigable only at high water, but will then admit of craft of from sixty to 
seventy tons burthen. On both banks of this creek are settlements, one planta- 
tion deep, for fifteen leagues, and they are divided into two parishes. The 
settlers are numerous, and the culture is universally cotton... . 

“This creek affords one of the communications to the two populous and 
rich settlements of Atacapas and Opelousas,... But the principal and swiftest 
communication is by the bayeau or creek of Plaquemine.....(See 4 Mart. O.S. 153). 

“There are no markets at any of the villages or parishes. Every settler 
provides for his own family. His grounds abound with stock; the woods with 
game; and the river with fish. Where is the necessity of a market? .. The river, 
too, has inhabitants not so desirable. It swarms with alligators of extraordin- 
ary ferocity and force.” 


ACADIA PLANTATION The following advertisement is found in the Louisiana 
FOR SALE Gazette of Dec. 2, 1806: 


“For Sale, A plantation in the County of Acadia, a little 
above the sugar plantations of Evan Jones and Joseph Landry, Esqrs. and on 
the same side of the river as New Orleans—consisting of 8 and a half acres 
front, by 40 in depth, and opening 11 degrees, cultivable the whole depth and 
upon which there is a considerable clearing. 


“The terms will be moderate and made known by applying to Thomas 
Randall, Esq., near the said plantation. ” 


1. Following this item, we should note that the first Legislature, composed of twenty- 
five elected representatives met at New Orleans on March 25, 1806. 


2. See, La. Place-Names, W.A. Read, p. 31, who says: “The Houmas, mixed with the 
remains of other tribes as well as with white and negro blood, now occupy the coasts of Terre- 
bonne and Lafourche...” 


3. Claiborne Letters, La. Commission Library, Baton Rouge. 
4. R. D. Calhoun gives the date of this act as being March 3, 1805. 
5. Wm. Scott appears to have lived near present site of Burnside. 


6. See 11 Mart. O.S. 552; 7 La. 575. By Act approved July 3, 1805, Ch. 3, p. 42. the 
county judge, by and with the consent of the justices of the peace, could determine the seat 
of justice. See, also, Act approved Apr. 10, 1805. 


7. Houmas claim was not settled until about 1885. See 18 La. 102. 3 Mart. O.S. 247. 
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LEGISLATURE The second session of the first Legislature convened on Jan. 
12, 1807. 


GALVEZ TOWN In the departure of the Canary Islanders for Baton Rouge, a 

large proportion of the population of Galveztown has been 
fost. The Catholic church there has almost lost its identity; the last entry in 
the book of marriages bearing date of Feb. 22, 1807. This church is shortly 
to be discontinued altogether; the few remaining parishioners are to become 
attached to the church of St. Bernard, near Manchac, which place they may 
reach by means of a cross-country road. 1 


OFFICIALS “Mr. Donaldson of Acadia” is now a member of the House of 
Representatives, as is noted in the Louisiana Gazette of March 
24, 1807. 2 


TERRITORY SUBDIVIDED Under an Act of the Legislature, approved Mar. 
31, 1807, Orleans territory is sub-divided into nine- 
teen parishes. The settlement or district of Galveztown is attached to the 
parish of Iberville. 3 


PLANTATION FOR SALE The Louisiana Gazette of Apr. 3, 1807 contains the 
following advertisement: 

“Sales at auction. On Tuesday the 21st of April, will be sold by the sub- 
scribers at their auction store, the following property, viz, A Plantation, situ- 
ated at the confluence of the Bayou La Fourche and the Mississippi, adjoining 
Donaldson Town, in the county of Acadia, on the right bank of the river, 25 
leagues from New Orleans. On front of the Mississippi are 11 acres and 20 
and more in depth on the Bayou—-. On the premises are a dwelling house, 26 
feet in length and 10 in breadth, with a gallery in front and rear of the house. 
A store 25 by 17 feet, a kitchen 15 feet, and 3000 pieus in fence...... 

Patton & Mosey.” 


MANCHACIANS' The Legislative Council, on Apr. 14, 1807, adopted a resolu- 
Ae tion declaring: 

“That the good people of the county of Iberville, labor under a very serious 
inconvenience and danger, from the over-flowing of the River Mississippi at 
the Point of Manchac,” threatening their crops, lives, etc. The resolution con- 
cludes with a prayer to Governor Claiborne for relief. 


PARISH JUDGE The office of county judge was abolished at the recent 
EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF session of the Legislature, and, in lieu thereof, the 

office of parish judge is created. This official becomes 
ex-officio judge of probate, clerk, sheriff and notary. The Gazette of May 8, 
1807 announces that Michel Cantrell has been appointed judge of St. James parish, 
ae Cantrell has been appointed a deputy-register for the reception of land 
claims, | , 
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HENRY MC CALL WEDS In the Courier of May 28, 1807, we find an announce- 
LISE JGNES ment reading: 

“Married, on Saturday evening the 24th inst. by the Reverend Father 
Antoine, Mr. Henry Mc Call to Miss Lise Jones, daughter of Evan Jones, Esq. all 
of this city.” 4 


DANIEL CLARK SHOOTS As related by the Gazette of June 12, 1807, a duel 
GOVERNOR was recently fought at Manchac, and Governor 

| Claiborne put hors de combat at first fire, that 
journal stating: 


“A duel was fought on Monday last, near Manchac fort, between His Excell- 
ency, Governor Claiborne, and Daniel Clark. 5 The first fire the Governor 
received Mr. Clark’s ball through his right thigh. His Excellency has reached 


town, and is out of danger.” 


JEFFERSON APPOINTS President Jefferson, on hearing of the duel, is very 
much alarmed. Under date of July 18, 1807, he sent 
a commission as secretary to Benj. Morgan, and wrote:. 


“We learn through the channel of the newspapers that Governor Claiborne 
having engaged in a duel, has been dangerously wounded, and the Secretary hav- 
ing resigned his office, the territory will in that event be left without any execu- 
tive head. ... you to undertake the office of Secretary...... This request is made in 
the event of Governor Claiborne’s wound having proved mortal. If he is alive, 
the commission need not be used. —.” 6 


DONALDSON’S SAW-MILL Aside from his planting and city-building opera- 
AT MANCHAC tions, William Donaldson operates a saw-mill. He 

advertises in the Louisiana Gazette of Oct. 23, 1807 
as follows: 


“The subscribers take this method of informing the public that their steam 
saw-mill, at Manchac, is now in operation; where a quantity of Boards and 
Scantling, deliverable on the levee opposite the mill, are offered for sale on 
reasonable terms. Particular orders will be executed on the shortest notice. 
Donaldson & Scott.” 


JEAN VESSIER’S The plantation of the late Jean Vessier 7 is advertised for 
ESTATE sale in the Gazette of Nov. 24, 1807, as follows: 

“Notice. Will be sold on the tenth day of December next, 
a plantation situate in the parish of Ascension and county of Acadia, about 25 
leagues above New Orleans, within a few acres of Donaldson town and adjoin- 
ing the Church land, containing 6 acres and two feet in front, by 40 acres in 
depth, with an opening of 5 degrees. The land is of an excellent quality, and 
Situate for the cultivation of sugar cane, or cotton, and as good a stand for 
store end public ginn as any in the territory, for several months in the year 
there is a good navigation to the Attakapas country by means of the canal of 
the Fourche. There is on said plantation a convenient dwelling house con- 
taining 6 rooms, a convenient store and two negro cabins. 
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“Also, a right in a lot of land adjoining the premises, on which is a dwelling 
house, flour store and oven, now occupied by Mr. Besancon. Rose Vessier, 
Executrix. Wm. Conway, Executor.” 





THE CHETIMACHES A century has elapsed since the murder of Father St. 

, Cosme by the Chetimaches Indians. These Indians still 
dwell upon the banks of bayous Jacques and Plaquemine in the county of Iber- 
ville, to which point they were removed by order of Governor Bienville. They 
persist in the practice of disposing of their lands for a “song,” a course which 
the American government does not approve. 8 


FABRE AND POEYFARRE The Louisiana Gazette of Dec. 11, 1807 announces 
ELECTED the election of J. L. Fabre and J. B. Poeyfarre, as 

representatives from the county of Acadia. Both 
are new members of the House. 





1. Early maps show a road from Galveztown to Manchac. R. D. Calhoun, La. Hist. Qy., 
Vol. 18, p. 1, says that at the time of the transfer “There were about two hundred fifty 
Spaniards at Galveztown, at the junction of the Iberville and Amite rivers; they moved shortly 
after the cession into Spanish territory near the Spanish fort at Baton Rouge.” 

2. See Act of Feb. 27, 1807 apportioning representatives to each county. 

3. Acts of 1807, Ch. 1, p. 2-52, created certain courts and placed Ascension, with St. James, 
Assumption, Lafourche and Iberville, in the Second superior court district, and provided that 
for each such district there shall be a sheriff and a clerk. See Calhoun, op. cit., p. 86. By 
this act the office of county judge is abolished, and creates the office of parish judge, who is 
ex-officio clerk, sheriff, coroner and treasurer, 

4. Evan Jones and Henry Mc Call are the founders of the Mc Call estate at Mc Call, La. 

5. Daniel Clark was, during the early days, owner of the Clark plantation at Burnside. 
The writer does not think he ever resided in Ascension. He took office, as a delegate of Orleans 
territory, on Dec. 1, 1806 and on Dec. 14, 1807. At the invitation of an uncle, he came to 
America in Dec., 1786. See, also, 5 Mart. O.S. 507; 13 Ann. 138. 

6. Writings of Thomas Jefferson, Vol. 11, p. 288. 

7. Now Lemann Addition to the city of Donaldsonville, where the writer resides. See, 
also, the very interesting will of Jean Vessier on Book of Wills “A”, p. 1, Ascension parish. 


8. See 5 Mart. O.S. 490; 5 Mart. O.S. 655; 4 Amn. 141. 
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SOS ROB 
DONALDSON DISCUSSED, The new year is here, and a new board of directors 
CRITICISED for the Louisiana bank is to be elected. The 


Courier of Jan. 1, 1808, publishes a communication 
wherein the fitness vel non of a number of prospects is discussed. Donaldson 
is referred ito as follows: 

‘_..Or are we to dismiss the youthful Donaldson, who never in his life was 
absent from the board—when his own paper has to pass? or any of the country 
directors, who are so punctual, whenever they want money? As for Mr. Don- 
aldson, his patriotism is well known. It is said he has it in contemplation to 
present the bank with a handsome lot in the city of Donaldson, if they will 
remove thither; and it is thought that the offer will be accepted, unless a 
similar one from Mr. John Mc Donough should induce the bank to prefer a lot 
on the Amite. The offer of both are equally liberal; but it is thought the well - 
known eloquence of the founder of Donaldsonville must prevail. .....” 

The foregoing innuendos evidently had little effect, for, at a meeting of the 
stockholders held on Jan. 4, 1808, Donaldson was among those elected to the 
board, 


SCHOOLS. ELECTIONS On Pee 8, 1808, the second territorial Legislature 
; convened, and shortly thereafter, passed an act pro- 
viding for a school in each parish. 1 The House committee on elections reported 
that the elections recently held in Acadia county, while not in compliance with 
the letter of the law, were in accord with its spirit. 


MAILS CLOSE AT Mail is dispatched from New Orleans at irregular inter- 
SUNSET vals, and the date and hour of its departure is a matter of 

great importance to the public. Thus, in the Courier of 
Mar. 9, 1808, we find a notice reading: 

“An express will leave this office for Natchitoches (via Lafourche,....) on 
Thursday next, the 16th inst. at 8 o’clock A.M. The citizens are requested to 
have their letters in the Post-Office on Wednesday next at Sun set, at which 
time the mail will close. Post Office, New Orleans, March 7, 1808. B. Cenas, P.M.” 


SEAT OF GOVERNMENT Not only has Donaldson succeeded in having his 
WM. DONALDSON town designated as the county seat of Acadia, but 
; he is now exerting every effort to have it desig- 
nated as the state capitol. Governor Claiborne, on Mar. 14, 1808, advises James 
Madison, as follows: 

“The Legislature of the Territory is still in session; they have done little 
and are not likely to do much more; New Orleans, the seat of faction and In- 
trigue, is illy calculated for the residence of the Legislative Body; a resolution 
has passed the House of Representatives to remove the seat of Government to a 
village on the Mississippi, about 100 miles above the city, but I fear the measure 
will not be approved by the Council.” 2 


SAUNTERING SLAVES Edward D. Turner, who resides on Point Houmas plan- 
tation, is now parish judge. In the Louisiana Gazette 
of Apr. 15, 1808, Judge Turner advertises: 
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“Brought to the subscriber a New Negro of the Congo nation, by the name 
of Lewis, says he is owned by a widow at Point Coupee. .... Edw. D. i han 
Judge of the parish of Acadia. Point Houmas, Mar. 20, 1808. ng 


DONALDSON AND The faith and confidence of William Donaldson in the 
SCOTT. future of this section is indeed great. On May 17, 1808, he 
purchased from John Wren Scott, for $20,000, an undivided 
one-half interest in and to a tract of land, situated partly in Acadia and partly 
in Iberville counties, fronting on the Mississippi and extending northward to 
the Iberville river. 
DONALDSON TOWN Ever siruggling to promote the welfare of his new village, 
POST-OFFICE William Donaldson, for the past two years has waged a 
fight for the establishment of a U. S. Post-Office in Don- 
aldson. Success has crowned his efforts, for, on June 17, 1808, Donaldson Town 
post-office, the first such office to be established in Ascension parish by the 
American government, was created. Thomas Randall has been appointed first 
post-master, 3 


“DICK” ET AL In the Louisiana Gazette of July 5, 1808, Judge Edward D. 
ESCAPES Turner advertises with reference to run-away slaves, one 
from the Mena nation, and another named “Dick.” 


THOMAS RANDALL Ascension parish has lost a valuable and highly esteemed 
DIES citizen, as is told in the following from the Gazette of 
July 19, 1808: 

“Died—On the 12th inst. at the town of Donaldson, county of Acadia, after 
three weeks illness, of an inflammatory fever, Thomas Randall, Esq. whose loss 
will be severely felt by an amiable wife and family, and be long regretted by 
his numerous friends.” 


WILLIAM DONALDSON On Feb. 10, 1806, when he purchased the site for 

his new village, Donaldson described himself as being 
# resident of New Orleans. However, he has now adopted Ascension as his 
home, for, on Sept. 5, 1808, he states that he is a resident of “the parish of 
Ascension, county of Acadia, territory of Orleans, planter.” 


PETER MITCHELL— Being now our parish judge, and in order to properly 
THE WHITE HOUSE administer justice, Edward D. Turner must have copies 
of the laws. Accordingly, on Oct. 4, 1808, Governor Clai- 
borne sent him six copies, and to assure personal delivery he wrote: 
“Judge Cantrelle lives on the west bank of the Mississippi, a short league 
above the Tavern of Peter Mitchell,” and that Judge Turner lives “on the same 
side, about two leagues above the White House.” 


MAILS In an advertisement published in the Louisiana Gazette of Nov, 8, 1808, 
the New Orleans post-master announces the approaching departure of 
the mails for the Lafourche region, and beyond. This advertisement states: 
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“The Natchitoches mail, via Lafourche, Opelousas, Attakapas, and Rapid, 
will close on Monday next, the 14th of November, with the Fort Adams mail, 
and will continue to close with the same mail every other Monday. B. Cenas, 
P.M.” 


NEW RIVER Daniel Clark of New Orleans, and Judge Edward D. Turner of 
STOCK FARM Acadia, under date of Dec. 19, 1808, entered into an agreement, 
wherein it is recited that they own in common a sugar estate, 
with 87 slaves, at the Houmas point, and that at an early date they would estab- 
lish a “stock plantation” on land to be furnished by Clark on New River. 4 


VAN PRADELLE The Angel of Death has summoned Benedict Van Pra- 
DIES delles, father-in-law of William Donaldson. His death 

occurred on Dec. 12, 1808, as is told in the following ° 
from the Louisiana Gazette of Dec. 13. 1808: 

“Died, yesterday morning, Benedict Van Pradelles, Esq., register of the 
land office, and commissioner for settling land claims in the eastern district of 
the Territory of Orleans. In the death of this man, government has lost a 
faithful officer, society a valuable member, and an amiable family its greatest 
hope and support.” 


1. See Act of May 2, 1806, Ch. 4, p. 8, requiring fathers of families to assemble, in order 
to provide for free schools. 

2. See, R. D. Calhoun, The Origin of County-Parish Government. La. Hist. Qy., Vol. 18, 
No. 1, p. 84 for Claiborne’s Ictter of May 16, 1806, declaring: “The differences in language and 
the jealousy which exists between the ancient and modern Louisiananians are great barriers.” 
Donaldson Town is not mentioned, but it was the only village in this regon at that time. 

3. The widow and heirs of Thomas Randall litigate. 4 Mart. O. S. 456. 

4. See 12 Mart. O. S. 92. 
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1809 


NAMES CHANGED For over a century the name “La Fourche” has clung to 

this region, and nearly everyone so refers to it. Thus, 
we find many who prefer that name to “Donaldson Town.” Those advocating 
a change to the former and ancient name emerge victorious, and the post- 
office will henceforth be known as “La Fourche.” 


LEFT WHEN CANE The Gazette of Jan. 17, 1809 contains the usual run- 
WAS A FOOT HIGH away slave notice, which, in this case, is of interest: 

“A Runaway. In the goal at Donaldson’s Ville, county of Acadia, a run- 
away negro, of the Congo nation; has remarkably thick lips, and is aged about 
21 or 22 years. Says ‘he belongs to Madame Brenson of Bayou Sarah, and left there 
when the cane was about a foot high. E. D. Turner, Judge.” 


BOARDING-HOUSE Mrs. Van Pradelle, mother-in-law of William Donaldson, 

announces in the Gazette of Feb. 17, 1809, that she has 
opened a borading house in Conti street, almost opposite the Exchange Coffee 
House. 





PRESIDENT James Madison became president on Mar. 4, 1809. 


REPRESENTATIVES Under a proclamation issued by Governor Claiborne, dated 
July 17, 1809, Acadia county is entitled to two repre- 
sentatives. 


FAUBOURG CONWAY William Conway is endeavoring to dispose of his 
PAY INTEREST ONLY lots adjoining the town of Donaldson. The Gazette 

of Sept. 12, 1809, contains the following advertise- 
ment: 

“For Sale. A number of lots adjoining the town of Donaldson; the purchase 
money will not be required as long as an interest of six per cent. per annum 
is regularly paid; for further particulars apply to Mr. R. Braud residing near 
the said town, or to the subscriber at his plantation at the Houmas, Sept. 5. 1 


. 1. Heirs of Conway litigate with Cire over batture rights. 11 La. 140. The will of William 
Conway s found in Will Book “A” page 15, Ascension parish. 
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1810 


CENSUS A census of the inhabitants of the territory of Orleans taken this 
year reveals a population of 76,556 in the territory, while Ascension 

boasts a population of 1141 whites, 47 free colored and 1031 slaves, or a total 

of 2219 inhabitants. Industry and agriculture are fostered and encouraged. 








“PARISH” SHERIFF The third territorial Legislature met on Feb. 9, 1810, and 
CREATED by Act of Mar. 16, 1810, the office of “parish” sheriff is 
created, but the “district” sheriff’s office is not abolished. 


DONALDSON & SCOTT John Wren Scott and Wm. Donaldson, on Aug. 30, 
1810, effected a partition in kind of their estate 
at the Houmas. This property has a frontage of 29 arpents on the Mississippi. 


JAIL AND Only four years have expired since William Donaldson donated 
COURT HOUSE to the county of Acadia lots 48 and 49, fronting Chetimaches 

and Attakapas streets, in the village of Donaldson, and obligated 
himself to build thereon, at his expense, a town hall and a prison. However, 
we find that this public spirited citizen, on Sept. 19, 1810, donated a larger 
site with the “buildings thereon inteuded and appropriated for a jail and court 
house.” The property granted is described as being: 


“A certain lot or piece of land situated and being in the town of Donaldson, 
in the parish of Ascension, and is bounded in front by the Place de la Louisiane, 
there measuring (blank), and in the rear by Chetimaches street, there measur- 
ing on one side by land appropriated for public purposes (blank), on the other 
by Attakapas street, there measuring (blank), with the buildings thereon in- 
tended and appropriated for a jail and court house for the use and benfit of the 
county of Acadia.” 1 


1. This site has been used continuously for the court house and jail purposes from 1810 
to date. 33 Ann. 562. No adequate jail in the parish in 1830. 1 La. 131. By Act of March 
25, 11813 (Acts of 1812- 13, pp. 154-162) the police jury required to provide “a good and sufficient 
court house and jail.’ 
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181 1 
JACKSON-SLATTERY The Louisiana Gazette of Jan. 23, 1811, contains the fol- 
MARRIAGE lowing announcement: 


“Married—On Saturday evening the 19th inst. by the 
Rev. P. Chase, Alexander Jackson, Esq. of this city, merchant, to the amiable 
Miss Slattery, of the Houmas,” 


BANKS William Donaldson was elected a director of the Louisiana Planters’ 
bank on Jan. 29, 1811, as is reported in the Gazette of Feb. 1, 1811, 
as follows: 


“William Donaldson, Esq. was yesterday elected President of the Directors 
of the Louisiana Planters’ bank.” 


DANIEL CLARK SELLS Daniel Clark, for some reason, has disposed of his 

interest in the contract, entered into between himself 
and Judge Edward D. Turner in 1808, to Wade Hampton, said transfer having 
been made on May 11, 1811. Five hundred dollars is set aside annually for the 
purpose of purchasing “liquors and groceries.” 


INDIANS—PRESENTS While Daniel Clark, Wide Hampton and Judge Turner 

are dealing in sugar estates and stock plantations on 
New River, Chief Chac-Chouma and his eighty odd Houmas Indians dwell in 
peace among the white settlers of Ascension. The old chiefhas recently visited 
Governor Claiborne in New Orleans. Officials frequently give them “presents,” 
—pro bono publico—which gifts they expect from time to time. The chief is 
a good old man. Let us read Governor Claiborne’s letter of June 14, 1811, to 
Judge Michel Cantrelle of Acadia county, which is as follows: 


“Your letter of the 8th Inst: was delivered to me by the Houmas Chief 
Chac-Chouma. You did right in sending this good old man and his people to 
New Orleans; I have expressed my approbation of their Conduct; made them 
Presents to the amount of $100; and furnished them with provisions for their 
return home.” 


80 SOULS LEFT The Governor again gives expression to his good opinion of 
the Houmas Indians in his letter to the Secretary of War 
of Aug. 3, 1811, as follows: 


“I have this day drawn upon you for $100 dollars payable at ten days sight 
to Smith & Morrison or order, which sum I have expended in the purchase of 
certain articles of Merchandise presented to the Chicf of the Houmas Indians 
and his attendants who lately visited this City. The Houmas were formerly a 
numerous Tribe, and occupied the greater portion of lower Louisiana; their 
conduct was always most friendly toward the white settlers and from the 
different Governors of Louisiana, they were accustomed to receive marks of 
friendly attention—At the present day, the number of this Tribe is greatly 
diminished; it does not exceed 80 souls—but their conduct is exemplary and 
the late visit of the Chief being the first he paid me, I thought it a matter of 
policy to make him a small present.” 1 
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POST-OFFICE There is a dearth of post-offices throughout the territory, as is 
REQUIRED stated by Governor Claiborne in a communication to the Post- 

Master General, written from St. Francisville, on Sept. 3, 1811, 
as follows: 

“During my journey from New Orleans to this place, I found the Citizens 
greatly desirous that there should be established on the Post Road, several 
additional post-offices;—Between New Orleans and Pinckneyville in the Mis- 
sissippi Territory, a distance of 190 miles, the Post Road passes through a 
rich and populous District and on the whole route, there is only one regular 
post-office near the little town of Donaldsonville, 2 which is distant from 
New Orleans about sixty-five miles—I. beg leave therefore Sir, to suggest to 
you the expediency of establishing a Post-Office, at the town of Baton Rouge, 
etc. ... It is also very desirable that there should be a Post-Office at some Cen- 
tral position between Donaldsonville and New Orleans;—I cannot however 
at present name the particular spot, ete. ....” 3 


MEMBERS, FIRST The Louisiana Gazette of Sept. 23, 1811 announces that: 
CONVENTION “The following gentlemen are elected as members of the 

(Constitutional) Convention for the county of Acadia: 
Cantrelle, Roussin, Reynaud, Armand.” The election for members was held on 
the third Monday of Sept., 1811. 


JOHN W. SCOTT The death of John Wren Scott, friend and associate of 
DIES William Donaldson, and owner of considerable real estate 
in Ascension, is announced in the Gazette of Sept. 30, 1811, 
as follows: 
“Died—On the 19th inst. at Iberville John Wren Scott, Esq. a man of real 
worth and integrity; deservedly lamented by all who knew him.” 4. 


JUDGE AND MRS. Parish Judge and Mrs. Edward D. Turner, of Point 


TURNER ANSWER LAST Houmas plantation, recently died a day apart, as 
SUMMONS. is told in the following from the LouisianaGazette 


of Oct. 16, 1811: 

“Obituary. It is with extreme sorrow we record the death of Edward D. 
Turner, Esq. and his Lady, at their farm opposite the Homas. Mrs. Turner 
died the 12th, and Mr. Turner the 13th inst. leaving seven children, the eldest 
of which is not more than 14 years of age. Poor innocent babes, deprived of 
the protecting hand of your parents! God tempers the wind to the shorn lamb! 
With Sterne we may say in this case, shorn to the quick! 


“Edward D. Turner was a native of Boston, entered the United States Army 
very young, served with much honour in the western army during Gen. Wayne’s 
campaign against the Indians. He was the senior captain in the 2d Reg. Infantry 
in 1806, when he returned from service, and commenced sugar planter—since 
that has been judge of the parish. In all the duties of life he was strictly the 
man of honour, probity, and integrity. 

“Mrs. Turner, whose maiden name was Gray, was also a native of Boston, 


but educated in England. She was the tender wife, the affectionate mother 
and the sincere friend. 
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“Scoiety will long, long mourn the loss of Mr. and Mrs. Turner. Their 
being cut off in the prime of life, and at the same moment, makes the stroke 
of grief doubly severe.” 5 


CONVENTION MEETS AT The first Constitutional Convention ever to meet 
MRS. TREMOLET’S CAFE in Louisiana, and now about to assemble for the 
purnose of framing an organic law for the prop- 
posed state of Louisiana, met in a “large room” on Novy. 4, 1811, as is told in 
the following from the Louisiana Gazette of Nov. 5, 1811: 
“Yesterday thirty members of the Convention convened in a large room 
of Mr. Tremolet’s Coffee-House, which is fitted for their accomodation, —..” 





NEW POST-OFFICES In accordance with the recommendations made by 
Governor Claiborne recently, several new post-offices 

have been created, as is told by the Gazette of Nov. 13, 1811, in the following: 
“The following New Post-offices have been established in this Territory: 
Manchac—James Nelson, Post-Master. Baton Rouge—Cheveau, Post-Master-’ 


SHERIFF MEARS Walter Mears has been appointed sheriff of Ascension parish 





D’OUTREMER SUCCEEDS a4 vacancy in the office of parish judge was causea 
TURNER Dy the death of Judge Turner, and to fill this 
vacancy Philip Carlier D’Outremer has been namea, 
the Monitor of Louisiana of Nov. 19, 1811 observing: - 
“Mr. Carlier D’Outremer est nomme juge de paroisse a la Fourche en rem- 
placement de Mr. Turner, decede.” & 


CANTRELLE ON The Gazette of Nov. 22, 1811 reports that Judge Miche) 
COMMITTEE Cantrelle, of St. James, has been appointed a member of 
the committee to “draft a form of a Constitution.” 


GENERAL HAMPTON In its issue of Dec. 23, 1811, the Gazette notes: “Gen. 
Hampton arrived at the Homas last week.” 





1. Claiborne Letters. 


. 2.. The exact spot on which the first post-office stood is unknown to the writer. It will 
be noted, however, that the post-office is “near” the town. 


3. Claiborne Letters. 


4. John W. Scott left a wlidow and two sons, who litigate with Wade Hampton over lands 
in the Burnside section. 11 Mart. O.S. 552; 6 Mart. 567; 8 Mart. 432. 

5. The cause and circumstances of the death are unknown. Sally Wall, a slave belonging 
to the late Judge Turner, appeals to the courts for her freedom. 2 Mart. N.S. 361; 4 Mart. N. 5. 
310. Pierre Lafitte, noted smuggler and pirate, before Judge Turner, on March 12, 1811, sold 
to Abbe Charles Lusson, pastor of Ascension Catholic church, a certain negro slave, native 
ef Africa, of the nation Bombara, age 18 years, for $6075 cash. Walker Gilbert, ex-Revenuc 
agent, was a witness. 


6. See 11 Mart. O.S. 613,675. 
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1812 | 
LOUISIANA’S FIRST Louisiana’s first Constitution, framed by a convention 
CONSTITUTION held under the provisions of an act of Congress, was duly 


adopted on Jan. 22, 1812. Acadia county was represented 
by Judge Michel Cantrelle, J. M. Reynaud, Genazi Roussin and a Mr. Armand, 
while Iberville, which embraces the Galveztown district, was represented by 
Amant Hebert and William Wikoff, Jr. 1 . 


Under the terms of this Constitution, the General Assembly is composed of 
25 representatives and 14 senators. Ascension is given one representative, and, 
with St. James, one senator. All judges and sheriffs are appointed by the gover- 
nor. Members of the General Assembly are to be elected on the first Monday 
of July every other year, and the Assembly meets annually on the first Monday 
of January. It is made the duty of the Governor to visit the various counties 
at least once every two years “to inform himself of general conditions.” Ascen- 
sion is placed in the Second judicial district. 


WHERE IGNORANCE IS Slaves are prone to run-away, as is only natural. 
BLISS The Courier of Jan. 10, 1812 announces the incar- 

ceration of a “Know-Nothing” in the Ascension jail, 
as follows: 


“Negro in the jail of the parish of Ascension. An African negro, knowing 
neither his own name nor the name of his master, he speaks neither English nor 
French, has been put in the jail of this parish—W. H. Mears.” 2 


BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF  Stoddard’s Sketches of Louisiana, recently published, 
ASCENSION describe this section of Louisiana as follows: | 

“This part of the Mississippi has three outlets from 
its right and west banks. On ascending the river the first is called the La 
Fourche, about eighty-one miles above New Orleans. The bed of this out- 
let is about ninety feet in width, and is usually dry in the summer season for 
a few miles, when the water makes its appearance, probably collected from 
the swamps, and gradually deepens as it rolls towards the Gulf. The settle- 
ments on the Lafourche extend downward about forty-five miles and compre- 
hends upwards of two hundred families, mostly Spaniards. They cultivate rice, 
corn, cotton and flax, and also affords to the New Orleans market considerable 
quantities of provisions.” 


FIRST STEAMBOAT Ascensionites, in January of this year, 3 witnessed the 
ARRIVES “New Orleans”’—first steam-propelled vessel to journey 

down the Mississippi through Ascension, as it travelled 
from the Ohio river to New Orleans. Governor Claiborne appointed William 
Donaldson a member of the committee to examine it. The Courier of Jan. 
29, 1812 notes that the Legislature, on Apr. 19, 1811, passed an act granting 
to Robert R. Livingston and Robert Fulton the exclusive privilege of using 
steam-boats in this territory for a limited period of time. The committee, 
having made due inspection of the boat, submitted a favorable report to the 
Governor. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS A public county school has been established in Acadia. 

On Jan. 28, 1812, Governor Claiborne notified Wm. Con- 
way of his appointment as “administrator” of this school. However, only a 
short while thereafter,—Apr. 21, 1812—the Governor appointed Walker Gilbert, 
vice Conway, deceased. 4 


DEATH OF WILLIAM An announcement of the death of William Conway is 
CONWAY contained in the Gazette of Mar. 2, 1812, as follows: 

“Died—at the Homas, suddenly, of an apoplectic fit, on 
the 17th ult. WILLIAM CONWAY, Esq. long a respectable, useful, and esteemed 
citizen of this country.” 


EVAN JONES In its issue of Feb. 14, 1812, the Gazette contains an advertise- 
ment, as follows: 
“Eighty hogshead of Country Sugar, of the first quality, to be sold by 
Evan Jones.” 


SMUGGLERS Smuggling of merchandise, slaves, etc. thro the bayous of south 
Louisiana, is a profitable business. In the Courier of Louisiana 
of Feb. 19, 1812, we read: 


“A detachment of the U. States troops have lately stopped in the Bayou 
Lafourche a boat loaded with goods which were introduced by smugglers. 
Three of these men have been arrested and are now confined in jail.” 5 


CITY HALL His Honor, Philip Carlier D’Autremer, parish judge, advertises 

for sale, in the Courier of Mar. 4, 1812, the property of H. & A. 
Amelung, which sale is to take place at the “city hall” in Donaldson, on May 
23, 1812. 6 


TURNER’S “POINT Its late owner, Judge Edward D. Turner, having de- 
HOUMAS” FOR SALE parted this life recently, Point Houmas estate is shortly 

to be sold under the hammer, as is advertised in the 
Louisiana Gazette of Mar. 31, 1812, as follows: 


“Point Houmas Estate. Will be sold on Thursday the 30th April next, 
to the highest bidder, the undivided moiety or half part of the Point Houmas 
estate, late the residence of the hon. Edward D. Turner, deceased. This estate 
is so well known, and so completely established in the sugar business, that 
a particular description would be useless. The undividedhalf of the land, 
Slaves, (of whom there are ninety), stock and utensils, will be sold on the 
following terms. ... Evan Jones, Tutor, Stephen A. Hopkins, Curator. Parish 
of Ascension. March 27, 1812.” 


LOUISIANA ADMITTED The territory of Orleans was, on Apr. 30, 1812, ad- 
TO STATEHOOD mitted to the Union as a state. Louisiana now stands 

on an equal basis with other states of our mighty 
nation. 
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Page Thirty-Four A THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
Ieee es 
LEVEES The present uncertain and unsatisfactory method of financing levee 
construction along the Mississippi is amply: demonstrated by the 
following advertisement, which appeared in the Courier of May 4, 1812: 
“Notice—Having wrote to non-residents who are owners of land in the 
Parish of Ascension, to remit the accounts by them respectively due for repair- 
ing levees, and having received no answers, and the time at which the payments 
should have been made having elapsed, information is hereby given to the 
gentlemen hereinafter mentioned that if the sums by them respectively due 
for levee expenses in the said parish of Ascension, are not paid by the 19th 
day of May next, I shall expose the lands hereinafter mentioned and described 
at public auction at the Court House in the town of Donaldson on the said 
19th day of May next, at 12 o’clock noon precisely by virtue of a law of the 
Legislature passed on the 6th of April, 1807.” 7 





DONALDSON’S SLAVE “Dick,” a slave owned by William Donaldson, for per- 

sonal reasons, has departed from the domicile of his 
master. He is about 24 years of age, and in the Courier of May 6, 1812, Donald- 
son offers a reward of $20 for his return. 8 


LEGISLATURE The first state Legislature met at New Orleans, the capitol, on 
FIRST STATE June 27, 1812. Subsequent sessions are to convene annually 
on the first Monday of January. 


SEAT OF The House of Representatives recently adopted a resolution 
GOVERNMENT favoring “the transferring of the seat of government from 

New Orleans,” and, on Sept. 4, 1812, they appointed three 
commissioners, Felix Bernard, Iberville, Stephen A. Hopkins, Acadia, and 
Thomas Caldwell, Rapides, to consider and report on the matter. 9 


99-YEAR LEASES An account of the subterfuge resorted to by land specula- 
INDIANS tors in their dealings with the Chetimaches Indians is found 

in American State Papers, Public Lands, Vol. 2, p. 330, as 
follows: 

“Jean Louis Champain, Anthony Marchon, and Madame Francois, as chiefs 
of the Chetimaches tribe of Indians, claim a tract of land, situated on the 
Bayou Plaquemine, in the county of Iberville, containing 1029. 19 acres. This 
tract of land has been for a long time settled by a number of families of the 
Chetimaches tribe of Indians, by permission of the Spanish Government. The 
present claimants are the chiefs of these families. Long since the change of 
government. some speculators have prevailed on these families to part with 
their title to this land; and finding that the Indians could not carry a title in 
fee simple without the consent and concurrence of Government, they have taken 
a lease of it for ninety-nine years. Since the making of this lease, the Indians 
have quit the possession of this land, and settled on other land in its neigh- 
borhood belonging to the public; and although this claim is filed in the name 
of the chiefs of their families, it is no act of theirs, and is intended only for 
the benefit of the lesees. We are therefore of opinion that the claim ought to 
be rejected.” 10 
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WAR War was declared between the United States and Great Britain on 


June 18, 1812. 1°764907 


LANDRY-HOPKINS The first election for senators and representatives under 
ROUSSAIN | the Constitution of 1812, was held on the first Monday 
| of July, 1812 Joseph Landry was elected senator from 

Acadia, while Stephen A. Hopkins and Genezi Roussain have been elected 
representatives. The Louisiana Gazette of Oct. 8, 1812 reports the vote for 
congressman as follows: 

“Parish of Ascension, town of Donaldson, Hopkins, 73, Robertson, 6, John- 
son, 3. Total 82 votes.” 

Thomas Bolling Robertson was elected congressman, and W. C. Claiborne 
was elected governor over James Villere. 





WADE HAMPTON General Wade Hampton of South Carolina recently visited 
ARRIVES his plantation, Houmas, as is noted in the Gazette of Nov. 
3, 1812, as follows: 
“Gen. Hampton and family arrived at his farm at the Homas last week; 
he came the usual route through the Creek nation—of course there is no danger 
to be apprehended in traveling that route.” 1 


STEPHEN A. Our fellow-townsman, Representative Stephen A. Hopkins, is un- 
HOPKINS doubtedly a politician of considerable ability. The Gazette of 
Nov. 24, 1812, notes: 
“The House of Representatives proceeded to the election of a speaker, vice 
Mr. (P. B.) St. Martin, resigned. On counting ihe votes it was found that 
Stephen A. Hopkins, Esq. was duly elected.” 12 


SENATOR LANDRY Senator Joseph Landry, who was elected in July, 1812, 
RESIGNS, VITAU was so dissatisfied with Governor Cleiborne’s election, 
ELECTED that he resigned from his office. The Governor there- 

upon, on Sept. 11, 1812, issued a writ of election to 
Parish Judge Philip Carlier D’Autremer, calling an election to fill the vacancy. 
Jacques Vitau was elected to succeed Senator Landry. Mr. Vitau reported for 
the session held on Nov. 23, 1812. 


ROUSSAIN The “resignation” fever is evidently sweeping the land. Genezy 
RESIGNS Roussain, representative from Acadia, 13 followed Senator Landry. 

Whereupon, the Governor—on Nov. 12, 1812—issued a proclama- 
tion to Judge D’Outremer, ordering an election to fill the vacancy. James 
Mather was the successful candidate. The House journal of Dec. 21, 1812 recites 
that Mr. Mather “in lieu of Mr. Roussain, resigned, appeared, produced his 
credentials and took his seat.” 


HOPKINS, FIRST A special session of the Legislature convened on Monday, 
ELECTOR Nov. 23, 1812, and extended over into 1813. At a joint 

session held on Nov. 30, 1812, Stephen A. Hopkins was 
chosen one of the first presidential electors from this state. 14 
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1. A Mr. Armand was a delegate but does not appear to have signed the Constitution. 
2. See 13 Ann. 345. 


3. The “New Orleans” reached Baton Rouge on Jan. 8, 1812, enroute to New Orleans. 

4. Walker Gilbert was an extensive cotton planter. 6 Mart. O.S. 553. By Act of May .2, 
1806, the sheriff was directed to assenible fathers of families to elect school commissioners 
to provide public schools. 1 Rob. 325; 2 Ann. 160; 11 La. 140. Mr. Conway left four chldren— 
John, Jame, Mary and Elizabeth—surviving him. 

5. It appears that the local base of operations of the smugglers was the Viala plantation, 
of C. H. and E. S. Landry, below Donaldsonville. Also, see marriage Jean, Jr. to Marie Enuma 
Viala, 1849, herein, and sale of slave to Father Charles Lusson, 1811, herein. For will of 
Father Lusson, dated Aug. 1, 1812, see Ascension Book of Wills “A’’, p. m4, 

6. See 11 Mart. N. S. 675. 

7. How early levees were built. See 8 Mart. N. S. 175; 1 La. 137. 

8 5 Mart. O. S. 285. 

9. See report of March 9, 1813 herein. 

10. Relative to Chetmiaches Indians, see 5 Mart. O. S. 490. 

11. Wade Hampton—See 9 La. 336; 12 La. 159; 13 La. 338. 

12. It appears that Mr. Hopkins lived on Chetimaches st., Donaldsonville. He died Oct. 
21, 1815, having been assassinated. His widow married P. Pedesclaux, See 1 La. 33; 5 Mart. 
oO. Ss. 438 ; 6 Mart. O. S. 256. Hopkins appears to have served in the War of 1812. See, also, 
Martin’s History of Louisiana, p. 333. 

13. Roussain appears to have been from St. James, as Hopkins, at this time was a member 
of the House from Ascension. But it is strange that the writ of election should have been 
addressed to the parish judge of Ascension. 

14. See Louisiana, Fortier, Vol. 1, p. 224. 
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1813 


OFFICIALS Walter H. Mears is still sheriff, 1 and Philip Carlier D’Outremer 
continues as parish judge. 


DONALDSON INCOR- The village of Donaldson is growing slowly but steadi- 
PORATED _ly. The inhabitants conclude that it should be incor- 

porated. Accordingly, the Legislature has enacted Act 
of Mar. 25, 1813. 2 Under the terms of this act the inhabitants are authorized 
to name, under the direction of the parish judge, five administrators, who are 


to be chosen at an election $a be held on the first Monday of June of each 
year. 


COURTS ___ By an Act of 1812-13, pp. 18-36, district courts are created, and 
Ascension, St. James, Assumption and La Fourche Interior consti- 
tute the Second judicial district. This Act was approved on Feb. 10, 1813. 4 


CLARK DIES’ Daniel Clark, owner of a large landed estate in Ascension, 
died on Aug. 16, 1813. 4 


DONALDSON OFFERS The committee, which was appointed on Sept. 4, 1812 
DONATION to consider the matter of removing the seat of govern- 
ment from New Orleans, reported on Mar. 9, 1813 that 
“Highly advantageous propositions have been made to your commissioners 
by persons residing in the city of Baton Rouge and other parts of the state,” 
but that “after mature consideration” your commissioners had declined to decide 
between the several offers, and would therefore lay them before this honor- 
able House, who, in their wisdom, would adopt such as they will conceive to 
be the most eligible.” From Baton Rouge three separate offers were submitted. 
From Donaldson, Messrs. William Donaldson and Walker Gilbert offered to 
donate eighteen lots “fronting on Opelousas and Claiborne streets.” 5 
Whereupon, a vote was taken as between Baton Rouge and Donaldson, 
resulting in sixteen in favor of the former and nine for the latter. “Every 
American or Anglo-Saxon representative present (fourteen) voted for Baton 
Rouge,” while of the eleven Creoles only two—Bernard and Dupuy of Iber- 
ville—voted for Baton Rouge, the other nine supporting Donaldson. The bill, 
however, failed to pass the Senate. 6 


REYNAUD & Reynaud & Peytavin, one of our largest mercantile establish- 
PEYTAVIN ments, recently ceased operations. Their assests are advertised 
for sale in the Courier of Mar. 10, 1813, as follows: 
“Sales at Auction. On Monday the 30th of March, there will be sold at 
Donaldsonville at Lafourche, the goods and property of the late firm of Reynaud 
& Peytavin. 


“To-wit: A plantation of 6 arpents in front on the usual depth, adjoining 
the church of Donaldsonville, on which is a handsome newly repaired main 
house, a beautiful cotton gin, capable of ginning 1200 pounds a day, a store, 
hospital, negro cabins, and the in good repair.” Also “Fifty slaves, with a 
Sreat number of horses, mules and draught oxen.” 7 
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MAILS In the Courier of July 30, 1813, the Post-master-General 
“TO OPELOOSA” advertises for proposals to carry the mails, as follows: 
“185. From Natchez, by—Manchack, Blanchardville,—to New Orleans, once 
a week. 
“187. From Blanchardsville, by Lafourche, Donaldson town,—to Opeloosa 
Church, once a week. Leave Blanchardsville 8 every Sunday noon, and arrive 
at Opeloosa church the next Wednesday by 6 p. m.” 


PENDENTE LITE The liquidator of the firm of Reynaud & Peytavin is en- 
countering stormy weather. Reynaud & Peytavin, “Jun’rs” 
have caused the following notice to be published in L’ Ami Des Lois, of Aug. 26, 
1813, to-wit: Se ea 
“Notice. Anthony Peytavin, who pretends to be charged with the liquida- 
tion of the firm of Reynaud & Peytavin, having refused to pay several debts of 
said firm, contracted by its duly authorized agents, we have laid an attachment 
on the following slaves, namely Joe, Ben, Jean-Pierre, Harry, Laise, Tom, Petit- 
Louis and Fanny,—Reynaud & Peytavin, jun’rs.” 


JOHN TERRIO John Terrio’s slave has taken a sudden departure from his 
master, who is trying to recover him by means of an adver- 
tisement in the Courier of Sept. 5, 1813. 





INDIAN WAR War with the Creek Indians is now regarded by Governor 
Claiborne as entirely possible. He is touring the state in an 
endeavor to organize and strengthen the militia. On: Sept. 29, 1813 he had 
reached La Fourche (Donaldson), and from this place he wrote Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Flourney: 
“I am making every effort to organize in the interior of the state a 
disposable Militia force, and my prospects are flattering, ....” 


WILLIAM DONALDSON The founder of the village of Donaldson has been 
DIES summoned by the Angel of Death. He departed this 

life in the city of New Orleans on Nov. 27, 1813, 
survived by his widow, who was formerly Colgate Van Pradelles. The village 
of Donaldson has lost a staunch friend and public spirited citizen. 9 





1. Act of Feb. 19, 1813, pp. 18-36, provided for a sheriff for each parish, his term being 3 
years, and for a district sheriff for each district. Act of March 25, 1813, pp. 142-152 also regu- 
lates sheriffs, and makes that official ex-officio tax collector. 

. It is interesting to note that Baton Rouge was not incorporated until Jan. 16, 1816. 

3. This act required the district judge to appoint in each parish a clerk of his court. 

4, Daniel Clerk—See 11 Ann. 124, 

5. The state capitol was erected on these lots in 1825-30. 

6. See Biographical & Historical Mem. of La., “Capitol.” 

7. Re: Reynaud & Peytavin, see 2 La. 480; 6 La. 553; 8 La. 271; 10 La. 40; 10 Rob. 118; 
13 La. 121; 4Rob.23;4 Rob. 514; 7 Rob. 477. Peytavin is sued by church wardens for rent in 
1823—1 Mart. M. S. 400. 

8. It appears that Blanchardardsville was located opposite Donaldson. 

. A copy of the will of William Donaldson was examined at the clerk’s office, New Court 
building, New Orleans. The will is dated Aug. 28, 1813, and Mrs. Donaldson was made testa- 
mentary hier. See 3 Ann. 192; 7 Rob. 15; 8 Mart. N23: 475: 1 La. 37. Mrs. William Donaldson 
later became a Mrs. Moore and resided at Liberty, Texas. Her will is dated Oct. 13, 1845, and 
was probated on Jan. 19, 1846, A copy was found in the Ascension Book of Wills “A”, fo. 127. 
She bequeated everything to “my two beloved nieces & adopted daughters, Cassandra Colgate 
Moore and Charceller Cassandra Moore,” whom pee directs are to be pi: iced in convents in Em- 
mittsburgh or Baltimore. See 6 Mart. N. S. 534; Mart. O. S. 509; 5 Mart. O. S. 217; 6 Mart 
O. S. 260; 5 Mart.:N. S. 654; 7 Mart. N.S. 112; 7 Mart N. S. 376; 8 Mart. N. S. 162; 8 Mart N. 
o. 175, 5533° 1 La... 1375 8 -Anne.192. 
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1814 


CONTEST FOR The third session of the first Legislature, under the 
STATE CAPITAL Constitution of 1812, met on Jan. 3, 1814, and, on Feb. 


23, 1814, a bill proposing to remove the seat of govern- 
ment from New Orleans, was taken up in the House for consideration. The con- 
test. was between Donaldson and Baton Rouge. During the course of the fight 
Donaldson sprung a surprise. A proposition was submitted to strike out the 
words “Baton Rouge,” and insert in lieu thereof the word “Donaldsonville.” 
This proposition was carried by a vote of fifteen to thirteen, the two Creoles 
from Iberville—Bernard and Dupuy—together with Representative Tate of St. 
Tammany, going over from Baton Rouge to Donaldson. Baton Rouge made only 
one convert—General Bossier of Natchitoches. However, when the bill reached 
the Senate, Baton Rouge retaliated, by making a combination with those who 
favored New Orleans as the state capital, and defeated the bill. 1 


OFFICIALS Thos. C. Nicholls is now a justice of the peace, while 
Philip Carlier D’Outremer is parish judge. 2 


LOTTERY Under the provisions of the Act of March 4, 1814, Hen- 

ry Johnson and others are authorized to conduct a 
lottery to raise $15,000, to be used in improving the canal from Bayou Lafourche 
to the lakes. 


ELECTIONS Reporting the results of an election recently held, the 

Gazette of July 12, 1814, says: “Election Returns. Coun- 
ty of Acadia. Congress: Robertson, 273; Prevost, 3. Assembly: Louis Fortin, 
152; F. M. Garin, 152; S. A. Hopkins, 12; R. Braud, 115.” 


JUDGE JOSEPH Joseph Landry, first commandant under the American 
LANDRY DIES government in Ascension parish, departed this life on 

Oct. 11, 1814. In its issue of Oct. 18, 1814, the Louisiana 
Gazette notes: 

“Died at his plantation, in the Parish of Ascension, on the 11th instant, Jos. 
Landry, Esq. after a short illness, which he bore with Christian fortitude. This 
truly worthy man, was one of the first who emigrated to the country, and guided 
by the sentiment of the immortal founders of our Republic, acquired a fortune 
and a good name which unsullied descends to his posterity. 

“He has left a widow and numerous family and circle of friends to their 
loss. Go young men and imitate him.” 3 


ASCENSION FARM A small plantation, situated on the east bank of the 
FOR SALE Mississippi, is offered for sale in the L’Ami des Lois of 
Nov. 3, 1814, as follows: 

“The subscriber offers for sale,—A Plantation on the left bank of the Miss- 
issippi, opposite Donaldson, containing 3 arpents and 6 toises in front, by the 
usual depth, of the first rate of land. On the premises, there is a dwelling house, 

- containing 4 apartments, gallery and office—also, a granary, fother-house, stable, 
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kitchen, hen and pigeon-houses, well, brick oven, & c. all entirely new and in 
good repair. ... La Resche.” 


JUDGE CANTRELLE- An account of the death of Judge Michel Cantrelle, at 
DIES his plantation in Acadia county, on Oct. 24, 1814, is 
contained in L’Ami des Lois of Nov. 8, 1814. 


WAR WITH ENGLAND The British forces are gradually approaching New Or- 
leans. Under date of Sept. 18, 1814, the Committee of 

Safety, in discussing the possible avenues of approach to New Orleans, states: 
“... This Country is strong by Nature, but extremely weak from the na- 
ture of its population, from the La Fourche downward on both sides of the river, 
that population consists (with inconsiderable exceptions) of Sugar Planters on 
whose large Estates there are on an average of 25 slaves to one White inhabi- 
tant, the maintenance of domestic tranquility in this part of the State obviously 
forbids a call on any of the White Inhabitants to the defense of the frontier, and 
‘ even requires a strong additional force, attempts have already it is said been de- 

tech to excite insurrection, 
. On the West side of the River the first approach as we descend 
Casck na} Ton the sea is by the Bayou La Fourche, this is navigable for armed 
boats up to the place where it forks from the Mississippi, it has little or no cur- 
rent, and the navigation is not difficult but it it narrow and may be easily ob- 
structed, the banks are thickly inhabited by about Five Hundred Men used to 
the Gun, if they were inspired with a proper spirit, little need be apprehended 
from that quarter, but to guard accidents One Thousand Men should be stationed 
about Mid Distance between the forks (Bayou La Fourche) and the City, ready 
to march to the nearest point of the Bayou which there runs nearly parallel 
with the River, or to descend and cover the City should an attack be made by 
. Barataria . cf 


GOVERNOR Governor Claihorne, on Nov. 4, 1814, wrote General An- 
CLAIBORNE drew Jackson: 
WRITES JACKSON “ ...I1 am sensible of the inexpediency of dividing 


too much the forces in this state; ... The settlement 
on the Lafourche was exposed, and as that Bayou was one of the avenues by 
‘which New Orleans could be approached it was deemed prudent to assume and 
fortify a position on the same, and I am happy it meets (with) your approba- 
MOUs ke 


1. Biographical & cl ie Memoirs of Louisiana, Vol. 1, p. 157. 

2. See 3 Mart. O. S. 3 

3. A large family pane erected to his memory, is located in the Catholic cemetery, Don- 
aldsonville. He left the following sons: Louis, Achille, Joseph, Narcisse, Valery and Trasimon. 
See “Old Generation of Ascension,” Sept. 16, 1882 herein. He owned New Hope plantation. His 
will, dated June 18, 1811 = says he was born in 1752 in “‘Acadie, pres au Canada;” and says he 
was married to Isabelle Le Blane, and next to Anna Bujol. See Book of Wills “A”, fol. 33, 
Ascension. 

4. La. Hist. Qy., Vol. 16, p. 700. 
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1815 


LAND AT THE The following advertisement is found in the Louisiana 
HOUMAS FOR SALE Gazette of Aug. 3, 1815: 

“For Sale, A tract of very good land at the Hou- 
mas, in the parish of Ascension, about 22 leagues above New Orleans, and on the 
same side, containing 15 arpents in front on the river, by 80 in depth, and open- 
ing considerably in the rear. There is on said land a fine bayou, on the other 
side of which is ‘an untouched cypressswamp. For the payment aterm of 8 or 
10 years will be granted—the purchaser giving 1000 dollars at the expiration of 
each of the first four years from the day of the sale, the remaining annually in 
equal installments during the four or six years, according to what will be agreed 
upon. For further particulars, apply to Mr. Christoval de Armas in New Orle- 
ans, at Mr. Michel de Armas, Notary Public, or to Mr. Charles de Armas, at Iber- 
ville.” 


HOPKINS Brig.-Gen. Stephen A. Hopkins, former speaker of the 
ASSASSINATED IN House of Representatives, and prominent citizen of 
COURT HOUSE Donaldson, was fatally wounded by Pierre Valet in the 


Ascension parish Court House, as is reported in the 
following from the Gazette of Oct. 26, 1815: 

“We are informed, ‘and we believe there is no doubt of the fact, that Brig.- 
Gen. Stephen A. Hopkins, of Lafourche, was assassinated a few days ago. The 
act was committed either in the court-house or near it, with a pistol; the gen- 
eral lived two hours after he was shot. The perpetrator is in confinement.” 

The Louisiana Gazette of Oct. 31, 1815, quoting from the Courier, gives the 
following details of the crime: 

“Died at La Fourche, on the 21st inst. Gen. Stephen A. Hopkins, of Donald- 
sonville. He had been employed as an attorney against a man by the name of 
Pierre Valet, who made no opposition to a judgment, which was rendered 
against him in the cause in the parish court; but when informed of it, deliber- 
ately armed himself and went to the Court house in order to seek a quarrel with 
the deceased; but finding that the deceased paid but little attention to his abuse, 
(considering him unworthy of notice), he took a pistol from his pocket and 
shot him through the body, which occasioned his death in about two hours. Un- 
heard of outrage! On the following day the deceased was interred with mili- 
tary honors in the Catholic burying ground at Donaldsonville, where the peo- 
ple of the parish met in general to mingle their tears on the occasion, and to 
pay the last tribute of respect to the memory of a man, who whilst living, they 
loved and esteemed. He has left an affectionate wife and numerous friends to 
bewail their loss. They have however, a pleasing consolation in the knowledge 
of his virtues; for the virtuous there is consolation in death, and hope of ever- 
lasting life.” 1 

General Hopkins fought, by the side of Andrew Jackson, in the Battle of 
New Orleans—Jan. 8, 1815. General Jackson, in mustering out of service the 
militia of Louisiana, issued the following order: 

« | .. Major General Villere will in like manner order a qualified officer to 
muster out General Hopkins’ Brigade & have the arms and public property de- 
posited and reported as aforesaid....” 2 
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1. General Hopkins, at his death, was survived by his widow, formerly Artemise Landry. 
He left an estate of about $14,000. Nothing further could be learned concerning the assassina- 
tion, nor the punishment meted out to the slayer. He is found here as early as 1812. See 2 
Mart. O. S. 144; 5 Mart. O. S. 438; 6 Mart. O. S. 256; 1 La. 33. Was he a descendant of Stephen 
Hopkins who signed the Declaration of Independence? 
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3 1816 
DARBY DESCRIBES William Darby has just published A Geographical De- 
ASCENSION scription of the State of Louisiana, in which volume the 


Ascension region is described as follows: 
“That part of the parish (Ascension) lying on the left bank of the Missis- 
 sippi, presents so perfectly the same natural and artificial features with those of 
the Acadian coast that all additional observation would be repetition. 

“On the right bank of the Mississippi, when receding from that river to- 
wards the Atchafalaya, the country is annually inundated. 

“This parish, though extending over but 350 square miles is remarkable for 
possessing almost every kind of tree and sbrub to be found in the state. The 
arundo gigantea grows in immense quantities in all portions of the parish. 

“Much of that majestic grass has been destroyed by the clearing of the lands; 
but a vast quantity still remains. Along both banks of New River, in the rear 
of the plantations on the Mississippi, and on the banks of the Atchafalaya are 
the places where most of the arundo yet exists. 

“The thriving town of Donaldsonville, at the efflux of the Lafourche, is 
the first village on the Mississippi above New Orleans worth notice. The town 
has been laid out upon the Mississippi, below the discharge of the Lafourche, 
and extends down both rivers. It is now the seat of justice for the parish, and 
has a connecting post-office between the countries in the southwestern parts of 
the state and those parts that lie east of the Mississippi and Atchafalaya.” 

Further, he describes Galveztown as being the only place in this (Iberville) 
parish yet known as a village; and though its situation is highly important in 
many respects, he says, it remains of little consequence, consisting of a few 
ruined houses. 


FORMER SHERIFF The Louisiana Gazette of Jan. 25, 1816, contains the fol- 
DEALS IN LIQUORS lowing advertisement bearing on the new adventure of 
AND PROVENDER our former sheriff, Walter H. Mears: 

“Village Hall, Donaldson, Parish of Ascension, La. 
Walter H. Mears, respectfully informs the public, that he has purchased the 
above establishment, and has lately received a handsome supply of liquors & c. 
from New Orleans. His stables are good and well attended to, with an abundance 
of provender. His house is commodiously fitted for the reception of boarders 
and travellers; and he hopes that industry and unremitted attention will insure 
him a share of public patronage. January 16, 1816.” 


A NEWSPAPER Donaldson now boasts a newspaper—The Creole. This 
newspaper is published by J. C. St. Romes, who also 
publishes the Courier of Louisiana at New Orleans. 1 


WIDOW ARTEMISE The Gazette of Feb. 17, 1816, contains the following ad- 
LANDRY HOPKINS vertisement: 

“Notice, Artemise (Landry) Hopkins, administra- 
trix of the estate of the late Stephen A. Hopkins, requests all persons having de- 
mands against the same, to present them to Benjamin Winchester, esq. at Don- 
aldson Town, for adjustment; and those who are indebted to said estate to make 
immediate payment.” 
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ELECTION . Under a proclamation recently issued by Governor 
3 Claiborne, an election for sheriff, representative and 
other officials, is scheduled to be held on the first Monday of July, 1816. 


ROADS AND LEVEES The undertaker of roads and levees has instituted pro- 

ceedings against the estate of William Donaldson to en- 
force the payment of certain sums which were expended in building levees at 
the town of. Donaldson, the cost of which levees, he charges, should be paid by 
Donaldson’s estate. Having recovered judgment, he seized certain lands in Don- 
.-aldson Town, which property, when sold by the sheriff, was purchased by Ga- 
briel Winter. 2 


JAMES VILLERE Governor Claiborne, after having served as chief-ex- 
BECOMES GOVERNOR ecutive for over thirteen years, vacated the office on 
b Dec. 17, 1816. General James Villere succeeded him. 
Ascension voted: Villere, 106; Lewis, 26. 


SHERIFF WATKINS’ William S. Watkins is now sheriff of Ascension 
; parish. 3 


DRAINAGE The journal of the House of Representatives of Dec. 23, 
| 1816, reports: 

“Mr. Aucoin laid before the House a petition of two inhabitants of the parish 
of Ascension relative to certain draining of waters. The petition was referred to 
a@ committee composed of Guerrin, Landry and Sigur. The committee then rec- 
ommended that Ursin and Paul Landry be authorized to close a certain small 
bayou on their property.” 


. The Creole was probably published in New Orleans, and it appears to have had a short 
life. Se advertisement offering the Lafourche Gazette for sale, Aug. 1, 1829 herein. 

. The Act approved Mar. 18, 1816, pp. 106-130 was the first comprehensive levee and road 
law to be passed. It required the property owner to build highway “at least twenty feet wide 
on the whole front of his ,prope rty.’—R. D. Calhoun, Origin of County-Parish Government. See 
also, Act approved Feb. 22, 1817, p. 154, and Act of Feb. 7, 182 

3. Watkins litigates with contractor.—1 Mart. N. S. 154; 4 Mart. O. s. 391, 540; 7. Mart. N. 
S. 608; 1 La. 131. 
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1817 
HORSE DROWNED Only by reason of the fact that “the bags are secured 
MAILS LOST on the horse” have we any hopes that the mails will be 


recovered, as is told in the following communication 
from the Louisiana Gazette of Feb. 6, 1817: 

“Extract of a letter from the Post Master at Pinkneyville, (Miss.), to T. B. 
Johnson, esq. P. M., New Orleans, dated Feb. 1. 

“I am sorry to inform you that the Mail which probably left New Orleans 
on Tuesday, has been lost in the Bayou Sarah by the horse drowning, on which 
it was borne; but as the bags are secured on the horse, and there is little chance 
of his drifting to the mouth ofthecreek, I have hopes it may yet be recovered.” 


POLITICAL TIMBER No person can be found to accept the offices of sher- 
SCARCE iff and clerk of court in the parish of St. James. To 

remedy this situation the Legislature enacted Act of 
Feb. 18, 1817, p. 108, which provides that the sheriff and clerk of Ascension are 
empowered to serve in St. James until these officials can be elected and com- 
missioned. 


EX-SHERIFF MEARS. A brief announcement of the recent marriage of ex- 
MARRIES sheriff Walter H. Mears, is found in the Louisiana 
Gazette of Feb. 20, 1817, as follows: 
“Married, on the 13th inst. at Donaldsonville (La Fourche) by the Rev. Ber- 
nard de Va, Walter H. Hears, Esq. to the Widow Millet.” | , 


MILITARY The name “Landry” is found in every section of Ascen- 

sion. Note the following roster of officers of the Sixth 
Regiment, as of Feb. 22, 1817: Major Achille Landry, colonel, vice William S. 
Watkins, declined; Captain Narcisse Landry, major, vice Achille Landry, pro- 
moted; Captain Ferdinand Landry, major, vice Joseph Favre, resigned. 1 


SLAVE IN JAIL The Gazette of Mar. 1, 1817, contains the advertisement 

of John Comstock, jailor of Ascension parish, to the ef- 
fect that a runaway negro named William has been incarcerated in the Ascen- 
sion parish bastile. 


SHERIFF MAURIN An advertisement bearing the name of Sheriff V. Mau- 


rin, of Ascension parish, is found in the Courier of May 
21, 1817. 
A “TYRANICAL” Henry Johnson is now—Aug. 1817—judge of the Sec- 
JUDGE? ond Judicial district court. Recently Judge Johnson 


sentenced attorney J. F. Dumoulin to jail for contempt 
of court, and as a result thereof a heated controversy has arisen. In the Courier 
of Aug. 27, 1817, Mr. Dumoulin and Laroque Turjeau, both attorneys practicing 
before the local bar, describe Judge Johnson as being tyranical; but in the Cou- 
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Page Forty-Six THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
CEM Sy TM ho tres ee re ee aD 
rier of Sept. 15, 1817, Attorneys Thos. C. Nicholls, Robert Lawes and Ben Win- 
chester rush to the defense of the court. 2 


JOHN COMSTOCK John Comstock, jailor, advertises in the Gazette of June 
24, 1817—the same old story—a run-away slave is be- 
in detained in the Ascension parish jail, and his owner notified to come forward. 
T. P. MINOR DIES Theophilus Philips Minor, owner of Linwood planta- 
tion, died on Dec. 31, 1817. His remains were interred 
in the family burial ground on the plantation. Mr. Minor was born on Feb. 7, 
1789. 3 


CHURCHES Under the terms of an Act, approved Feb. 18, 1817, p. 

| 100, the Roman Catholic Church of the parish of Ascen- 
sion, county of Acadia, has been incorporated, and the term of the charter fixed 
at seven years. 


BAYOU LAFOURCHE The inhabitants, for some time past, have clamored for 
BRIDGE a bridge across Bayou Lafourche at Donaldson Town. 

Accordingly, the Legislature has enacted Act of Feb. 18, 
1817, p. 112, granting to Walker Gilbert, and his associates, a franchise for the 
erection of a toll bridge at this point. 


EX-GOVERNOR The Courier of Nov. 24, 1817, contains the following an- 
CLAIBORNE DIES nouncement: 

“Died last night at half past eight o’clock, the hon- 
orable William Charles Cole Claiborne formerly Governor of this State, and 
when he died, Senator in the Congress of the U. S. His funeral will proceed 
from the Governor’s House at 4 o’clock p. m....” 4 


1. Valery Landry, see 13 La. 121; 4 Rob. 23; 4 Rob. 514; 12 Ann. 23; 15 Ann. 681. Dorcini 
Landry, see 4 Rob. 37. Narcisse Landry, see 4 M: art. N.S. 125; 5 Mart. N. S. 359; 6 La. 105; 9 
vie 351; 4 Rob. 31, 127; 7 Rob. 453; 9 Rob. 523; 3 Ann. 134. Joseph Landry, see "2 Mart. O. S. 


_ Sag Pa pA Serene Turjeau, see 8 Mart. O. S. 294; 11 Mart. O. S. 613; 11 Mart. O. S. 705; 
3. For will of Philip Minor, dated July 11, 1836, leaving a1, 000 to certain slaves and ap- 
pointing a Theophilus P. Minor ‘executor, see Will Book ed tae 114, Ascension parish. 
rhe Ae * appears that William, Charles and Claiborne streets ny Donaldsonville were so named 
s honor. 
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1818 
JUDGE JOHNSON Judge Henry Johnson, so bitterly denounced recently 
ELECTED U. S. by Attorneys Dumoulin and Laroque Turgeau for his al- 
SENATOR leged tyranical actions, was recently elected to the ex- 


alted office of U. S. Senator from Louisiana. The Lou- 
isiana Gazette of Jan. 13, 1818, briefly announces his elevation as follows: 
_ “The Legislature of this state yesterday proceeded to the election, by joint 
ballot, of a Senator in the Congress of the United States. On the second trial, 
Henry Johnson, Esq. of Lafourche, having 30 votes, was duly elected.” 
While serving as judge of our court (the Second district), Judge Johnson al- 
so served as acting-judge of the Fourth district. In order to compensate him for 
extra services, the Legislature, on Jan. 28, 1818, made an appropriation of $1000. 


BANKS The Legislature, by Act of March 14, 1818, required the 


Louisiana State bank to maintain a branch bank at Don- 
aldsonville. | 
POST-MASTER William C. Randall was named post-master at Donald- 
RANDALL son on Nov. 1, 1818. 
NEAR-EXTINCT In his Journal, (1818-20), Nuttal writes of the Houmas 
HOUMAS Indians as follows: 


“Early this morning we passed the great plantation 
of General (Wade) Hampon, 1 situated about 70 miles from New Orleans, at Ou- 
ma point, the name of a nation or tribe of Indians now nearly extinct, and who, 
with the remains of the Chetimashes, once living nearly opposite to bayou La 
Fourche, are at this time existing in a partly civilized state on Bayou Plaque- 
mine, 2 


B 1. PP pee Bornalde plantations. It is thought that _Wade Hampton built the large mansion at 
urnside 
2. Louisiana Place-Names, W. A. Read, p. 41. 
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1819 
LEGISLATURE The Legislature convened on Jan. 5, 1819. 
SCHOOLS Under the terms and provisions of Act of Mar. 6, 1819, 1 


the public school in Donaldson, which was established 
several years ago, is excepted from the provisions of the general school law, that 
portion of said Act, relating to the Donaldson school, being as follows: ‘ 
“The parish of Ascension is excepted from the general provisions of the 
present act, and the school maintained and established in the village of Donald- 
son, by virtue of the acts of which the present act is supplementary, shall be 
- continued as in the past, except that the three ‘commissaires’ of said school shall 
be named annually by the governor and the senate, and the sum of six hundred 
dollars is hereby appropriated annually to maintain said school, which sum is 
payable by the state treasurer.” 


BANKS A branch of the Louisiana State bank at Donaldson is 
provided for by Act of Mar. 6, 1819. 


POSTMASTER Robert Lawes was appointed post-master on June 3, 


1819. 
~NEW CATHOLIC The congregation of the Roman Catholic church of 
CHURCH AT Ascension, located at Donaldson, are about to begin 
DONALDSON construction on a new church edifice, which is to be 


constructed of brick and to cost $12,500. Architect 
Jean Francis St. Gees, under date of June 14, 1819, entered into a contract with 
the church wardens—Olivier Terrio, pere, Louis Landry, Paul Landry, Gregoire 
Dugas, and Narcisse Landry—wherein the said architect obligated himself to 
build a brick church-building, in conformity with plans deposited with the clerk 
of said church, for $12,500. From the church land the contractor is permitted to 
take and use the necessary wood, as well as necessary dirt to make bricks to be 
used on said edifice. 2 


. 1. Acts of. 1819, p. 152-55, Sec. 7. 
2. Conv. Book 4, fo. 190, Ascension parish records, 
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1820 


CENSUS Ascension’s population has increased considerably dur- 

ing the decade mow ending. A recent census reveals 
the folléwring figures: Whites, 1495; free colored, 104; slaves, 2129, or a total of 
3728, showing an increase over the 1810 census of 354 whites, 57 free colored, 
while the slaves have more than doubled. The combined population of Ascen- 
sion, Assumption and La Fourche Interior, which was only 9555 in 1810, is now 
17,692. The population of New Orleans is 27,176, and the state contains 153,407 
inhabitants. 


PHILIP WINFREE Philip Winfree desires to sell his farm, which he de- 
scribes in an advertisement in the Louisiana Gazette of 
Jan. 13, 1820, as follows: 

“For Sale. The plantation on which the subscriber now resides near Gal- 

veston, in the parish of Yberville, containing under Spanish grants 340 arpents, 
or by purchase of general Hampton, 400 acres. On the premises are a large 
dwelling house, cotton gin, and various other buildings; about 100 head of cat- 
tle will be sold with the place. Terms: two thousand dollars cash and two hun- 
dred dollars perannum for the five following years. 
“Or he will sell His Plantation on the Mississippi in said parish, of nine 
acres front, at a reasonable price. Apply at his lodgings, Mrs. Sangies, corner 
of Bourbon & Bienville streets, at any time between this date and the 15th Feb- 
ruary.” 


THE STEAMER Only eight years have elapsed since the New Orleans— 
FELICIANA the first steamboat to visit us—sailed down the Father 

of Waters, yet we find the little Steamer Feliciana hand- 
ling general freight and passenger service along the Acadian coast. In the Lou- 
isiana Gazette of Feb. 9, 1820, the owners of this splendid little steamboat an- 
nounce: . 

“The Steamboat Feliciana, will be ready to take in freight on Thursday 
morning & will depart on Sunday next. She will take freight for Donaldsonville, 
Bayou Plaquemine, ..., and land passengers at any place intermediate to the 
latter (St. Francisville).” 


BAYOU LAFOURCHE It will be recalled that Walker Gilbert and his associ- 
_ BRIDGE | ates, under the terms of Act of Feb. 18, 1817, p. 112, 

were granted permission to build a toll-bridge across 
Bayou Lafourche at Donaldson. Gilbert died before building the structure. 4 
Whereupon, the Legislature enacted the Act, approved Mar. 11, 1820, p. 56, grant- 
ing to Gilbert’s heirs the authority to exercise the permission already sranted 
their father, and provided, that should they fail to construct such a bridge with- 

in one year the police jury might do so. 


BOUNDARY The Ascension-Iberville boundary line is fixed by Act 
-140 of 1820. 
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HAMPTON’S HOUMAS General Wade Hampton, on Apr. 25, 1820, sold an un- 

divided one-third interest in his mammoth estate known 
as “The Houmas.” It consists of the four hereinafter mentioned tracts: John 
Conway tract, acquired July 13, 1817; the Torre tract, acquired Feb. 1811; the 
Joseph Saul tract, acquired Mar. 4, 1817, and the Charles De Armas tract, acquired 
Jan. 25, 1817. The transfer included five hundred slaves, but expressly excepts 
George, “a body servant,” and Lewis, “the principal carpenter.” Some of these 
slaves are infants, while others are aged and gray. 2 


ASCENSION’S VOTE The Louisiana Gazette of July 13, 1820, reports the 


Ascension gubernatorial vote as follows: Derbigny, 72; 
Destrehan, 0; Duncan, 14; Robertson, 47. 


LEGISLATURE Heretofore, the Legislature met on the first Monday of 


January each year. Hereafter, the sessions will con- 
vene on the third Monday of November. 


NEW CHIEF Thomas Bolling Robertson was inaugurated governor on 
EXECUTIVE Dec. 18, 1820. 


1. See 6 Mart. O. S. 553. 

2. See, also, 6 Mart. O. S. 567; 8 eae oO. a 11 Mart. O. S. 552; 3 Ann. 199; 16 La. 
501; 17 La. 303; *4 Rob. 59; 4 Mart. O. S. 298; 6 Mart S. 567; 8 Mart. O. S. moe 11 Mart. Oo. S. 
552; 12 Mart. O. 5. Sasi ‘Mart. N. S. 361; rh Mart. N. e 288, 310; 6 Mart. S. 8 Lye ; 9 La. 
336; 12: La. 159; 13 La. 336; 3 Ann. 192; 14 Ann. 725. 

Donaldson & Scott’s saw-mill at Manchac.—3 Ann. 195. 

ae a7 Carta in Ascension.—3 Mart. O. S. 247, 353; 5 Mart. O. S. 507; 11 Ann. 124; 13 Ann. 
Carlos De Armas.—3 Ann, 193. 

William Conway.—8 Mart. O. S. 170; 4 Mart. N. S. 491; 6 La. 346; 9 La. 271; 11 La. 140; 
14 La. 548; 15 La. 569; 17 La. 303; 1 Rob. 325; 3 ‘Ann. 193, 199. 

Houmas claim.—4 Rob. 59; 5 La. 85; 16 Ann. 301. 
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1821 
COURTS— Ben Winchester is now 1 judge of the Second rauieiat 
WINCHESTER, district, comprising the parishes of Ascension, Assump- 
D’OUTREMER tion, St. James and Lafource Interior. Philip Carlier 
. D’Outremer continues as parish judge. 
DONALDSON Under date of May 21, 1821, U. S. Surveyor Thos. J. 
DESCRIBED Freeman, in notifying John Wilson, of New York, of 


his appointment as principal deputy-surveyor at Don- 
aldsonville, says: 

“The principal deputy’s office for that district is kept at Donaldsonville, a 
small village on the left bank of the Mississippi river, about 70 miles above Or- 
leans. The salary annexed to the office is $500. a year, with fees of 25 cents a . 
mile for examining and recording all surveys made by the deputy-surveyors of 
the district. ... It is necessary that you should have some knowledge of the 
French language; the population of the district being chiefly French Creoles of 
that country, many of whom do not understand a word of English. ...” 2 


BAYOU LAFOURCHE Walker Gilbert’s heirs, having failed and neglected to 
BRIDGE construct the draw-bridge across Bayou Lafourche at 

Donaldson, as required by the Act of March 11, 1820, the 
Police Jury of Ascension parish, under date of Aug. 22, 1821, entered into a con- 
tract with Louis Bringier, who, for a consideration of $8000, undertook to build 
such a bridge. The parish was represented by Hypolite Paloc, Zenon Picou and 
Pierre Dufour. 3 


TOWN OF VILLERE Lots in the projected town of Villere are now being of- 
ESTABLISHED fered for sale. The proprietor, A. Bayon, advertises in 
the Courier of Dec. 10, 1821, as follows: 

“Notice. The subscriber shall cause to be offered for sale at public auction 
by the honorable Carlier d’Outremer, on Monday the 31st of December next, on 
the premises, Several Lots of Ground, situate at the entrance of Bayou Lafourche, 
on the right bank, opposite Donaldsonville and the bridge now erecting. The 
said lots are disposed in such a manner as to form a new town bearing the name 
VILLERE. That place offers great advantages by its situation. Conditions:... 
Parish of Ascension, Nov. 26, 1821. A. Bayon.” 4 


SLAVES FOR SALE Achille Landry advertises in the Courier of Dec. 10, 1821, 
* that on Monday, Jan. 21, 1822, the parish judge would 
proceed to sell at the plantation of said Landry, about four miles above Donald- 
sonville, on the right bank, seventy-four slaves, who are represented to be 
“house-servants, ploughmen, cartmen, carpenters, coopers, & c.” 


FLATBOATS, RAFTS  Flatboats, ‘keelboats, and pirogues, en route to New Or- 
leans from the upper country, traverse Ascension pa- 

rish daily. A writer pictures the voyage as follows: 
“The trips downstreams are made in a comparatively short time, but on the 
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return trip the hardy boatmen toil with long poles and oars from sunup to sun- 
down to make headway against the swift current. ...Flatboats, many of which 
are little more than rafts, are turned adrift in New Orleans or sold for fire- 
wood.” 5 


1. May 19, 1821. 
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ASCENSION PARISH, 1822 


DAVID A. RANDALL, The Legislature met on Jan. 7, 1822, wtih David A. Ran- 
LAROQUE TURGEAU  dall and Laroque Turgeau, our senator and representa- 

tive, respectively, in attendance. A committee of the 
House reports, on Jan. 29, 1822, that there are 209 qualified electors in Ascension. 





SEAT OF In the House, on Jan. 29, 1822, 1 meeting in New 
GOVERNMENT Orleans, 2 proposition to remove the seat of govern- 
ment from that city, was taken up on third reading, 
when 
“A motion was then made by Mr. Laroque to fill up the blank in the second 
section by the word Donaldsonville.” The following voted yea: Aime, St. Blan- 
card, Bossier, Declouet, Derbigny, Duralde, Grymes, Lacoste, Laroque, LeBlanc, 
Lee, Livingston, Macarty, Moreau-Lislet, Olivier ,Percy, Plauche and Randall— 
18. Twenty members voted nay. The words “Baton Rouge” were thereupon 
adopted, and the bill passed the House. 2. In the Senate, on Feb. 4, 1822, the sec- 
tion carrying “Baton Rouge” was rejected. Mr. Thibodeau introduced another 
section designating Donaldsonville. This was reiected, and the bill was “re- 
jected” by the Senate. 3 
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BANKS The Donaldsonville branch of the Louisiana State bank, 

in a statement of its condition, reported in the Courier 
of Feb. 18, 1822, as follows: Bills and notes discounted, $101,080.84; Real estate, 
$2669.76; Notes of La. State bank on hand, $20,840; Notes of other banks on hand, 
$1650; Specie, $1854.91; Due by offices, $123,630.05; Individual deposits, $4466.46. 


STATISTICS, An interesting summary of the state taxes imposed up- 
TAVERNS, on Ascensionites is contained in a recapitulation pub- 
CARRIAGES lished in the Courier of Feb. 20, 1822, as follows: Value 


of lands, town lots and other immovable property, 
$635,500; Taxes on lands, town lots and other immovable property, $1200.00; 
Number of slaves, 2008; Horses, mules and mares, 182; Horned cattle, 262; Whole- 
salers, 0; Retailers of goods, 9; Taverns, grogshops tes? hawkers, 4; Four-wheel 
carriages, 2; Two-wheel carriages, 18; Billiard tables, 2. Total taxes—$3641.08. 


VICTOR MAURIN, Governor Robertson recently appointed the following 
SHERIFF | named officials: Victor Maurin, sheriff; Walter S. Mears, 

J. P., (Iberville); Auguste Peytavin, J. P., and Auguste 
Bonnet, parish surveyor. 4 


NAME OF POST- The village of Donaldson, having grown quite a bit, is 
OFFICE CHANGED now assuming an important “air!” In 1809 the name 
of the post-office was changed from Donaldson Town 
to Lafourche by reason of the fact that, from time immemorial, the latter name 
had become affixed to this region. Since that time, however, the name “Don- 
aldsonville” has become known throughout the state. Many of our people in- 
sist that Donaldsonville would be more appropriate. Their petition receives fa- 
vorable consideration, and, nine years subsequent to the death of William Don- 
aldson, his name comes into its own. Henceforth, we are Donaldsonville. 


SCHOOLS, PROF. Prof. P. T. Martin, who has had charge of our local 
MARTIN, NO school for several years, has decided to “acquaint the 
EXAGGERATION public” with the many advantages of his institution. 


Accordingly, we behold the following in the Courier of 
March 4, 1822: 

SP ok Martin, who for the last four years, has had the charge of the public 
school established at Donaldsonville, has the honor to acquaint the public, that 
he intends to take this year, Boarders which may be entrusted to his care. With 
this view he has associated with himself a young Professor for the French, and 
he has entered into conditional engagement with an English Professor. He will 
neglect nothing on the scoré of zeal, to embellish the mind of his Pupils; to form 
their hearts to virtue, will be the constant aim of all his cares and solicitudes, 
and in this he will be seconded by those fellow-laborers who he has associated 
with himself. 

“The College building is pretty well calculated to accomodate fifteen board- 
ders, and the necessary repairs will be made, so that nothing may be wanting as 

- to ease and convenience. 
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“The price of the Board is fixed at two hundred and twenty-five dollars per 
annum, payable quarterly in advance. Parents will furnish a folding bedstead, 
a mattress, pillow and coverlet, six napkins, and a couvert. As respects their 
clothes and linen, it is left entirely at their own disposal. 

“No attempt will be made by great and sounding phrases to exaggerate the 
advantages of a public establishment at Donaldsonville, thus far well known for 
its salubrity, and where one enjoys all the sweets of the country. This kind of 
Institution is absolutely wanted on this coast, and the inhabitants are too sensi- 
ble of the advantage that may result from it, not to encourage it to the extent 
of their power. The Public will not fail to appreciate the motives by which I 
am actuated, and I shall think myself happy if, in seeking to be useful to a coun- 
try, which has honored me with somedegree of friendship, I should give room 
to another for perfecting what I shall have commenced. Donaldsonville, 12th 
February, 1822.” 





LOTTERY FOR Bayou Lefourche should be improved from time to 
LAFOURCHE time. The necessary funds are not at hand, and, in or- 

der to procure same, an indirect form of taxation—-lot- 
tery—is resorted to. Under the terms of Act of Mar. 15, 1822, P. 42, David A. 
Randall, Parish Judge Carlier D’Outremer and Narcisse Landry are authorized 
to conduct the game of chance. 5 


LAND SURVEYS Levin Wailes, under date of Mar. 19, 1822, writes John 
Wilson, relative to his appointment asprincipal deputy- 
surveyor at Donaldsonville that 
“« | .. The books, papers, & c., of your office will be delivered to you by Ed- 
ward White, esq., in whose charge they have been left by Gabriel Winter, esq., 
late principal deputy-surveyor of said district.” 6 


TRASIMON LANDRY Our fellow-townsman, Trasimon Landry, advertises in 
; the Courier of Apr. 10, 1822, as follows: 

“For Sale. The subscriber offers for sale a dwelling house and appurten- 
ances, situate on one of the best lots in Donaldsonville, to-wit: on lot No. 83, 
which forms the corner of Iberville street, leading to the bridge on Bayou La- 
fourche, and Houmas street leading to Crescent Square. 

“Lot No. 84.fronting Iberville Street. Another lot No. 82, fronting Houmas 
street and Lot No. 6 fronting the Mississippi and Crescent Square. ...Trasi- 
mon Landry.” 


PEYTAVIN PROPERTY The plantation of Antoine Peytavin, situated just below 
FOR SALE Donaldson, is advertised for sale in the Courier of June 
5, 1822, as follows: 

“2nd District Court—Parish of Ascension. F. Caisergues vs. Ant. Peytavin. 
By virtue of an order of seizure to me directed in the above cause, there will be 
exposed at public sale on Monday, the 17th June next, at 9 o’clock in the fore- 
noon, on the premises, a tract of land situated in the said Parish, between the 
church and G. L. Blanc’s lands, the said tract of land containing six arpents in 
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Page Fifty-Six 3 : THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
ee 
front and forty in depth, seized with the improvements thereon to satisfy the 
above order of seizure. Donaldsonville, May 17, 1822. V. M. Maurin, Sheriff, 7 

“Nota. That plantation is established as a sugar estate and cultivated as 
far back as 36 or 37 arpents. The buildings of the sugar house are in bricks, 
and well conditioned, the dwelling house large and commodious, and the fences 
in good repair. There is on that land a considerable crop of cane. That plan- 
tation is not further than a mile from Donaldsonville.” 


ELECTION An election will be held throughout the first congres- 
sional district (which embraces Acadia) on the first 
Monday of July, 1822. Various officials—both state and parish—will be elected. 


ANCIENT VS. The “ancient” Louisianians object to the intrusion of 
MODERN the new comers who style themselves “modern” Amer- _ 
AMERICANS icans. The ancients particularly object to the moderns 


monopolizing nearly all the public offices. Thke public 

press has had the matter under consideration for some time, and, in the Courier 
of Aug. 14, 1822, a list of the Ascension parish officials, with their status, etc., 
is published, as follows: 

B. Winchester, judge, 2nd Dist., $2000, American, no children. 

J. Porter, Dist. Atty., 2nd Dist, $400, American, no children. 

Carlier D’Outremer, parish judge, $2300, Creole, no children. 

Victor Maurin, sheriff, $1600, French, 3 children. 

Carlier Desiles, Notary, $450, Creole. 

J. Block, clerk of court, $550, American, no children. 


PIERRE AYRAUD, Pierre Ayraud was named post-master on Oct. 21, 


POST-MASTER 1822. 
MRS. CARMELITE The Courier of Dec. 25, 1822, contains the following an- 


VIVES LANDRY DIES nouncement of the death of Mrs. Louis Landry: 

“Died, after a long and painful disease, aged 38, 
Madam Carmelite Vives, wife of Mr. Louis Landry, planter, of the parish of 
Ascension. A good wife, a tender mother, and a faithful friend, she was beloved 
by all who knew her. Her premature death has plunged into affliction a numer- 
ous family. There remains a husband and nine children, nearly all quite young, 
to deplore the irreparable loss they have suffered. % 


Courier, Feb. 11, 1822. 

Courier, Feb. 11, 1822. 

Courier, Feb. 11, 1822. ; 

Mesiiy. ples sheriff, was the ancestor of the Maurin’s dwelling in Donadsonville today. 
See 4 Rob. 31. 

Am. State Papers, Pub. Lands, Vol. 4, p. 650. 

This is Peytavin plantation, and it is far less than a mile from Donaldsonville. 
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1823 


THE LEGISLATURE The Legislature met on Jan. 6, 1823, with Andre Bien- 

venu Roman, senator from Acadia, the 5th senatorial 
district. David A. Randall is representative from Ascension, and the quarter- 
master of the 6th regiment, state militia. 











— 


THIRTY TO FORTY Donaldsonville now has from thirty to forty houses and 
HOUSES IN TOWN a population of from 150 to 200. Brooke’s Gazetteer 
describes it: 

“Donaldsonville, post town and seat of justice of the parish of Ascension, 
Louisiana. It stands on the point formed by the Mississippi and the efflux of 
Lafourche river, below the latter; contains 30 or 40 houses, and from 150 to 200 
inhabitants, 81 miles above New Orleans.” 1 


STATE CAPITOL David A. Randall stands squarely behind the proposi- 
DAVID A. RANDALL _ tion to remove Louisiana’s capitol to Donaldsonville. 
The Courier of Jan. 27, 1823, reporting the proceedings 
of the House of Jan. 20, 1823, announces that the bill proposing to remove the 
seat of government from New Orleans was taken up for consideration. The mo- 
tion to designate Baton Rouge was lost by a vote of 20 yeas, 21 nays. Mr. Ran- 
dall then moved that the blank be filled with the word “Donaldsonville.” The 
following voted in the affirmative: Barras, Barrow, Bush, Cooper, Daspit, Fos- 
ter, Goff, Johnson, LeBlanc, Mather, Miller, Jno. Moore, L. H. Moore, Nicholas, 
Overton, Patin, Randall, Rannell, Richardson, Scott and Sprigg—22 votes. Nays 
—20 votes. After considerable wrangling the bill was rejected by the House. 


STATISTICS ON The Courier, Feb. 17, 1823, publishes a recapitulation 
ASCENSION of the state taxes imposed upon Ascension residents for 

the year 1822, which discloses: Value of all land and 
immovable property, $661,750; taxes on same, $1200; number of slaves, 2045; re- 
tailers, 6; taverns, grogshops, etc., 7; four-wheel carriages, 2; two-wheel car- 
riages, 17. Total taxes due by Ascension citizens, $3713. 


DONALDSON’S NEW Having the inhabitants and the “houses” hereinbefore 
CHARTER mentioned, our citizens decide that Donaldsonville 
should have a new charter. Accordingly, the Legisla- 

ture, by an Act of Mar. 7, 1823, re-incorporated the town, and fixed its territor- 
ial boundaries, as follows: | 

“That all that portion of land, divided into lots by William Donaldson, the 
original plan of which is registered and deposited in the office of the judge of 
the parish of Ascension, bounded on the west by Bayou Lafourche, in the rear 
by the lands now belonging to Gabriel Winter, bounded on the lower side by 
the piece of land that formerly belonged to Madame Villeneuve and facing the 
Mississippi shall continue to be. known and designated as the Ville de Donald- 
on.” 2 

The act further provides for the election of five trustees, who are to elect, 
from their own number, a president, clerk, treasurer, assessor and collector. 






‘ 
i) 






heii ee re inp aN et eee 
es ha a ad iiihial is 














cya eh oe ee ‘éeethleeph ~~ a ie \ ae 

| ‘a Thy webb ie 
-nsitt ro te 7 nia wy a eh © 
teino. ee IP of sole De sanondih st dniaeaiticdh 


% 4 





NAA Mv tt | ites i ne ea 
yy iat 7 te yay 


Sih estuad <a seat AA gees 


reatioxuid ‘stool 008 ai 00! a eee 


woienss2A lo dated odt Yo soiten{ to inoe baa mwot tzoq 
Yo xnftig alt ben iqqiesiasiM edt yd bomiot taleg ax? uo 
OOS of O8E Pen Pts. anesnod Os sm OF balattion Gime et 

, CMrmestrte tle svoda 




















-eogang os baided ylotmupe 2bnala tiebandt A mpi 
 ollivadeblano of lotiqns z'snsizino. svomer @} mois 
eunibssoorg . gil paittiogs: ,{S8! VS nei to A 
ai! svomst @f unleoqorg lid odt tart ano teorere ie eel lo sevolt odt 
-o oT dite ushiznoo 101 qu goaded egw 2nagttO wor mont ar he 
“aa AW ven IS zee Of lo tov a yd jaol sew oyuoll notnfl alang 

oT “.silivnoablagod” brow edi dtiw bellit od Amsld odt sad} bevom path Dab 
20% Jigeed ~reqooD devél sword 227788 :svianriite od? at-bstov guiwollot 


enlodoslh si00M .H wt .s100M .oal. ,z9liil elie .onalfiel oentol ust 
ent .zstov $f--aging2 base too ,noabiadioiA JisaneAl AebaeA ited 
S2uol et yd hetosiet 2ew Hid off poiinaetw sidevsbienos wilA oc 


noilelutiqese: 2 ecdeildug £281 XI dot »wixgeD ofT Ko wom 
101 2insbiazai nolanso~A mogu hoeoqmi 2z9x0} otete odd Yo 
bas bast ile to oie’ :eseolozib doidw SS8r wey od! 
-91 ;CHUS ovale to. todmum ,0LI2 mae no esxed 208.1008 X19q0714, sldi 
“18> leodw-ow! 3f .2zsgcitigo [sedw-wot ;v ..ofs 2qotenotm 2nteved 2b 

ir ITER paasitio noiengved “d sub esxet IetoT ut pt 


si0ladnioied “eeenod” sel) bow ainatidadal eri. noients wan ® Ava 
ollivacebiagod tel), shiveh enexilio wo ,benalinem as 
“sleinal ott ignibiesA veiedo wen e sred bipoda Wii 0 
“tolintet ett bexi) bre .aveod odlt bolavoqtoont-o¢ fear at toA aa helper 
:ewollo) ae sobephnesll Sit 
a} noeblenoG muilliW xd etol aini bobivib .basl to acitiog snit 
ran pei em aes ia ioe Nas. ig 2 iw 
toot ol ni stlowwolel voxntl vd teow offi go 1 nolensae®, } 
ed sbie towel orlt no hohawod .taiW fended of unaianol: a ; 
od? ynioe? bae svuonslli¥ smehald of boynoled ylasared sect ot ld Yo | 
-binnoG ob sili¥ oi en betennieeh bas awoad sd-o}. antiga Mads 























Page Fifty-Eight THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
—eeo——————————— 
ROADS By a joint resolution adopted by the Legislature on Mar. 

23, 1823, commissioners are named to “mark out” most 
suitable routes for certain roads. Samuel Webb, Pleasant Harbour and Samucl 
Tait are appointed to “view” a road from General Hampton’s plantation “on the 
river,” to the town of Baton Rouge. 





MAILS The Courier of Apr. 30, 1823, makes the following an- 
nouncement concerning our mails: 
“The Fort Adams mail will henceforward arrive on Monday, Thursdays and 
Saturdays at 11 o’clock A. M. and will start (from New Orleans) on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 1 P. M.” 


LAND SURVEYS John Wilson, principal deputy-surveyor at Donaldson- 

ville, in the Courier of Aug. 20, 1823, gives public no- 
tice to all claimants to back concessions that they should come forward “in or- 
der that their claims may be surveyed.” 


SLAVES S. N. Braud’s slave, “having lost a tooth and another 
—LOST A TOOTH one damaged,” decided to run away. This caused Mr. 


Braud to insert in the Courier of Oct. 6, 1823, the fol- 
lowing: 
“Runaway Slave. Ran away from the subscriber’s residence in the night of 
the 29th ult. an English negro named Charles, speaking a little French, about 5 
feet five inches high, having lost a tooth, and another one damaged, both in the 
lower jaw. He had on a white cotton shirt, and striped cottonade jacket and 
pantaloons, a check shirt, and a grey wool and cotton cloth roundabout. Said 
negro has a likely countenance, and long hair standing erect above his forehead. 
He may probably be provided with false free papers, as on a former occasion. 
Reward. ...S.N. Braud, planter, near Donaldsonville.” 3 


1. Brooke’s Universal Gazetteer, 1823, Cabildo, New Orleans. 

2. Gabriel Winter—8 Mart. O. S. 170; 4 Mart. N. S. 277; 6 Mart. N. S. 534, 606; 8 Mart. N. 
S. 553; 1 La. 137; 4 La. 46; 6 La. 553; 8 La. 205, 271; 14 La. 548, 553; 17 La. 76; 4 Rob. 35; 6 
Rob. 466; 23 Ann. 344. 

. Slave “fastened by hand-cuffs to the hog-chain of the boat” escapes from the Steam- 
boat MUSIC, at Captain Dugas’ Place, a little below Donaldsonville. 19 Ann. 199. 
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1824 
LEGISLATURE The Legislature met on Jan. 5, 1824, with A. Maurin and 


David A. Randall, our senator and representative, re- 
spectively, in attendance. 


LAND SURVEYS John Wilsen, principal deputy-surveyor at Donaldson- 
ville, under date of Jan. 6, 1824, reports to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, severly criticizing his predecessor, Gabriel Winter. Mr. 
Wilson stated: 
“« ... I will now state in what manner these books and papers (records of 
the office) were preserved. On my arrival in this place (Donaldsonville), I 
found them in a house belonging to the estate of Major Freeman, in which re- 
sided the overseer. They were crowded into a couple of drawers in a cupboard, 
and appeared as if they had not been disturbed in more than a twelvemonth, all 
the maps and plans having been more or less injured by insects, and many of 
them rendered totally useless. A great number of the field notes of surveys 
made in the district were missing. ...” 1 


ASCENSION CHURCH’ The House journal of Jan. 28, 1824, reports: “Mr. Ran- 
dall, on behalf of the committee to whom the petition 

of the church wardens of the parish of Ascension had been referred, introduced 
a bill to revive the act incorporating the Roman Catholic congregation of the pa- 
rish of Ascension; which bill was read for the first time and ordered for a sec- 
ond readng to-morrow.” 2 

This bill was adopted by the House on Feb. 6, 1824, and subsequently passed 
the Senate and was approved by Governor Robertson. 3 

The journal of Feb. 5, 1824, informs us that Mr. Randall laid before the House 
the petition of the aldermen of Donaldsonville, praying for some amendments to 
their act of incorporation. 4 


BRANCH BANK AT A branch of the Bank of Louisiana to be located at 
DONALDSON Donaldsonville-is provided for under the terms of an 

Act approved Apr. 7, 1824. The branch bank is pro- 
vided with a capital of $200,000, and is to serve the parishes of St. James, Ascen- 
sion, Assumption, Lafourche Interior, Terrebonne and Iberville. Commissioners 
at Donaldsonville, to receive subscriptions to the capital stock are Geo. Mather, 
Narcisse Landry and David A. Randall. 


BOUNDARIES, There is considerable doubt as to the exact location of 
ASCENSION- the boundary line between Iberville and Ascension. To 
IBERVILLE remove this uncertainty, the Legislature enacted an 


Act, approved Apr. 8, 1824, appointing John Anderson 
and Donat Hebert of Ascension, and Philip Winfree and Raphael Gautreau of 
Iberville commissioners to determine and fix said boundary. August Bonnett 
was designated to run the lines. 


WILLIAM KENNER William Kenner of New Orleans, owner of extensive 
DIES estates in Ascension, was recently taken by death, as 
reported in the Courier of May 11, 1824, as follows: 
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“Died.—Last night at half past 11 o’clock William Kenner, esqr., an old and 
very respectable citizen of this city. His funeral will take place this afternoon 
at 5 o’clock, from his late residence, in Royal street. ...” 5 


JOHNSON ELECTED The contest for the chief executive’s office has come to 
GOVERNOR a close, and Henry Johnson of Ascension emerged the 

ak victor. His opponents were ex-Gov. James Villere, 
Bernard Marigny and Thomas Butler. The election was held on the first Mon- 
day of July, 1824, with the following results in Ascension: Johnson, 147; Vilere, 
53; Marigny, 5. In the state the candidates received the following number of 
votes: Johnson, 2847; Villere, 1831; Marigny, 1427; Butler, 184; Thomas, 236. 

Trasimond Landry was elected representative without opposition. 

Governor Robertson resigned on Nov. 15, 1824, and was succeeded by Henry 
S. Thibodaux. The General Assembly met on the third Monday of November, 
1824, and Henry Johnson was inaugurated on Dec. 13, 1824. 


LEGISATURE In the House of Representatives on Nov. 22, 1824, Mr. 

Nicholas introduced a bill proposing to remove the 
seat of government to Donaldsonville, while on Nov. 26, 1824, Mr. Renthrop in- 
troduced a bill to “improve the navigation of the canal Lafourche in the parish 
of Ascension.” The House journal of Nov. 29, 1824, reports that a leave of ab- 
sence was granted to A. Le Blanc of Ascension. 6 The Courier of Dec. 10, 1824, 
quoting the House journal, reports: 

“Mr. Landry (Trasimon) submitted to the House a petition of the police jury 
of the parish of Ascension, praying for the loan of a certain sum of money; re- 
ferred to a special committee consisting of Messrs. Landry, Winfree, and Le 
Blanc.” 7 


BANKS The Courier of Dec. 18, 1824, contains the following an- 
nouncement: 

“Bank of Louisiana. On Monday, the 10th January next, the Directors of 
the Bank of Louisiana, will appoint a cashier for each of the branches to be es- 
tablished at’... Donaldsonville. ...” And we note in the Courier of Jan. 11, 
1825, that “Mr. Palfrey” has been designated as cashier of the local branch bank. 


1. American St. Pap., Pub. Lands, Vol. 4, p. 650. 
2. Courier, Jan 29, 1824 
3. Courier, Feb. 18, 1824. 
4, Courier, Feb. 6, 1824, 
5. Mr. Kenner left six children. 1 La. 389. His Ascension hodings were in the Geismar re- 
on. 
6. It appears that David ans Randall or Trasimon Landry represented Ascension at this time. 
7. See Courier Dec. 15, 182 
8. For sale of banking. seam Marguerite Turner, C. B. 7, fo. 375. 
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1825 
RELIEF AND The trustees of the town of Donaldsonville, following 
EXEMPTION the trail blazed by the police jury, applies for relief, 
FROM TAXATION the Courier of Jan. 12, 1825, reporting: 


“Mr. Landry laid before the House a petition of the 
trustees of the town of Donaldsonville, praying for certain relief; referred to a 
committee consisting of Messrs. Landry, Overton, Cantrell.” 1 


Whereupon, the Courier of Jan. 20, 1825, reports: Mr. Landry, agreeably to 


previous notice, introduced a bill to exempt certain inhabitants of the parish of 
Ascension from the payment of taxes for the year 1824.” 


SEAT OF The proposition to remove the capitol from New Orle-. 
GOVERNMENT ans to a more suitable location has been a chief topic 


of discussion since the Legislature convened on Nov. 15, 
1824. Leading citizens of Donaldsonville, particularly Trasimon Landry and Da- 
vid A. Randall, are very active. Governor Henry Johnson is intensely interested. 
Certain citizens of New Orleans are in favor of the proposition, thus, in the 
Courier of Feb. 1, 1825, we find the following written by “A. Yankee”: 


“Removal of the Seat of Government. Mr. Editor—The results of the ses- 
sion of 1825, will be seriously felt in our good city of New Orleans, and through- 
out the state at large. In the first instance this city enjoys for the last time the 
happiness of possessing in its bosom the representatives of the people and the 
general administration of the state. Donaldsonville is the fortunate spot des- 
tined to enjoy that happiness, at least for ten or twelve days of the next session, 
for, the care with which our lawgivers, and particularly, some gentlemen from 
La Fourche voted against every appropriation tending to fix the permanent seat 
of government at Donaldsonville, is a sure pledge that Baton Rouge will ere long, 
be the permanent capital of Louisiana. Amen. Let us hope, that we shall soon 
witness the results of that desirable change. For my own part, I do sincerely 
rejoice at it. I must confess, Mr. Editor, that I was always scandalized at the 
state of things existing in Louisiana, and which must cease as soon as the influ- 
ence of New Orleans, that city so justly compared to a modern Sodom, shall no 
longer be exercised on the deliberations of our Legislature. For instance, is it 
not a most horrid thing to see the holy sabbath day (commonly called Sunday) 
Pprofaned by Balls, Theatrical performances, Concerts, and many other diver- 
Sions, usually resorted to in New Orleans. ... A. Yankee.” 


This line of reasoning evidently carried little weight with the solons, for, on 
Feb. 4, 1825, the Legislature resolved that the seat of government be moved to 
Donaldsonville on or before January 21, 1826, and Governor Johnson was in- 
Structed to attend to the moving of the state archives and other effects to the 
new capital. Naturally, the disappointed minority felt “sore,” and pressure of 
every character was brought into play, to such an extent that the Legislature, on 
Feb. 19, 1825, reconsidered its action, and concluded to allow the capital to re- 
main in New Orleans until May 1, 1829, at which date it would be transferred to 
Donaldson. As a token of good faith they appropriated $30,000 for the purpose 
of constructing a state house at Donaldson, which sum was placed at the dispo- 
Sal of five commissioners, who were authorized to select the site and contract 
for the building. 
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Page Sixty-Two Ws hx THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
DISSENTING The Courier of Feb. 9, quoting the House journal of 
OPINIONS Feb. 8, 1825, notes: 

“On motion of Mr. Landry, the committee to whom 
had been referred the petition of the inhabitants of New River, not being able 
to agree, were discharged.” 








PAUL LANDRY SELLS We find in the Courier of Feb. 25, 1825, that Paul Lan- 
dry and his wife desire to sell certain property. The 
advertisement follows: 

“Public sale. On Tuesday the 8th March next, will be sold by the under- 
signed judge, by virtue of an order of the Court of Probates of the parish of 
Ascension, the following properties, Belonging to the community of goods be- 
tween Mr. Paul Landry and the late Francoise Hebert his wife: A Plantation, 
situated in this parish, on the left bank of the river, about a mile above Don- 
aldsonville, consisting of nine arpents twenty toises in front, and the line of 
which runs as follows: ... There are on said land, a Dwelling House, Cotton 
Gin, & c and two hundred arpents of arable land and inclosures. A lot of ground 
in Donaldsonville; sixteen slaves, old and young. ...Parish of Ascension, Feb. 
7, 1825. Carlier D’Outremer, Judge.” 


STATE HOUSE SITE The state house commissioners, for and in behalf of the 

state, purchased from Francois Lefort the entire square 
(less 1 lot) bounded by Cabahanosse, Opelousas, Houmas and Claiborne streets 
in Donaldsonville. 2. On June 15, 1825, the commissioners—David A. Randall, 
Valery Landry, Trasimon Landry, Victor Maurin and Christophe Colomb—en- 
tered into a contract with Antoine Peytavin, contractor, to build a state house 
measuring 15 feet front by 100 feet in depth. 


LAND SURVEYS John Wilson, principal deputy-surveyor at Donaldson, 
on March 16, 1825, preferred a number of serious 
charges against one of his superiors, George Davis. 3 


a cee ie IS HERE The illustrious Frenchman, the Marquis de Lafayette, 

is a guest of the nation. While on a tour of the coun- 
try, he visited New Orleans. Leaving that city on the Steamer Natchez on Apr. 
15, 1825, he passed Donaldson en route to Baton Rouge. 


LOUIS LAROQUE Attorney Turjeau has removed from St. James to Ascen- 
TURJEAU sion. Note his card in the Courier of Mar. 7, 1825: 

“Louis Laroque Turgeau, attorney at law, has trans- 
ferred his domicil from the parish of St. James to the parish of Ascension, coun- 
ty of Acadia, where he will continue to exercise his profession of atty. at law. 
He offers his services to his friends and to the public. His office is kept at 
Judge Carlier D’Outremer.” 


JULY 4TH The fourth of July, 1825, was celebrated on an elaborte 
CELEBRATION scale in Donaldsonville, as is reported in the following 


from the Courier of July 8 ,1825: 
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“Donaldsonville, July 5, 1825. 

“On yesterday the recurrence of our national birthday, was welcomed here 
with those demonstrations of joy and festivity which evidence hearts truly grate- 
ful for the political blessings which they derive from it. 

“The morning was ushered in by a salute of 24 rounds of cannon; and at 
noon-day, a like number was fired. Notwithstanding the torrents of rain, which 
fell in the early part of the day, an unusual number of our citizens assembled, 
and after having heard the Declaration of Independence read in English by Da- 
vid A. Randall, Esq. and in French by the Rev. H. Brassas, at 4 o’clock P. M. sat 
down to an abundant and well arranged dinner, prepared by Madam V. Bour- 
dier;—the Hon. C. D’Outremer, officiating as president, and Col. R. C. Nicholas, 
as vice-president. The company was gratified by the presence of His Excellen- 
cy, the Governor (Henry Johnson.) 4 After dinner the following toasts were 
drank: The day we celebrate, the Constitution of the United States, etc.” Pa- 
triotic speeches were delivered by Hon. Carlier D’Outremer, Col, R. C. Nicholas, 
Governor Johnson, the Rev. Father Brassac, Thos. C. Nicholls, Laroque Turgeau, 
Major Geo. H. Hunter, Robert Lawes, David A. Randall, John C. Turner, Hubert 
Treille, A. W. McDaniel, P. T. Martin, Plumart de Rieux and Mr. Maurain. 


THE NEPTUNE The trim little steamer Neptune is a regular weekly vis- 
itor, as is set forth in the following from the Courier 
of Oct. 14, 1825: 
“For Lafourche, ... The steamboat Neptune, J. A. Dalferes, master, will 
leave this port (New Orleans), for the above places, regularly every Saturday at 
10 o’clock A. M. ... Maurin, Benoist Co.” 


LEVEES AND ROADS Some of our property owners neglect to maintain their 
roads, levees and ditches, as is disclosed in the follow- 
ing from the Courier of Oct. 27, 1825: 

“Notice. Messrs. L. Bringier and George Tregre, non-resident owners of 
lands in this parish, not having executed the work ordained by the Police Jury, 
at the time fixed by the police regulation, I shall adjudicate to the lowest bid- 
der, the repairs to be made to the levees, roads, ditches and bridges on said 
lands, on the premises, on the 17th of next month, to-wit: those of Mr. L. Brin- 
gier at 10 o’clock A. M. and those of Mr. George Tregre at 4 o’clock “A. M.” The 
whole agreeable to the 4th section of the act entitled “an act relative to roads 
and levees, and the police of cattle,” passed by the territorial Legislature. April 
6, 1807. Ascension, Oct. 17, 1825. Carlier D’Outremer, Judge of the parish of 
Ascension.” 


1. It appears that the “relief” meant exemption from taxation. 

2. C. B. 7, fo. 13, Ascension parish. 

3. American State Papers, Pub. Lands, Vol. 4, p. 647. 

4. Governor Johnson, at this time, it appears, was the owner of Chatham plantation, a few 
miles above Donaldsonville. On May 24, 1839, he still owned Chatham and declares himself a 
resident of Ascension parish. See. M. B. 7, fo. 111. 
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1826 


NEW RIVER, The Legislature met on Jan. 2, 1826, and the House 
PARISH BOUNDARY _ journal of the following day recites that: 

“Mr. Winfree laid before the house several petitions from sundry inhabi- 
tants of New River, and moved that same be referred to a joint committee 
of the two houses.” 

The journal of the 10th of January records that: 

“Mr. Winfree, in behalf of the joint committee to whom had been referred 
the several petitions of the inhabitants of New River, introduced a bill to 
fix the limits of Iberville and Ascension.” 


SCHOOLS It is noted in the House journal of Jan. 23, 1826 that: 

“Mr. Landry laid before the House a petition of several inhabitants of 
the parishes of Ascension and Assumption, praying for the establishment of a 
secondary school in Donaldsonville.” 


TAXATION Mr. Parent, we learn from the House journal of Jan. 

23, 1826, brought up the bill introduced last year, and 
which bill proposes to exempt the inhabitants of Donaldsonville from the pay- 
ment of parish taxes. 


ROBBERY OF THE We may call the recent mail robbery an _ exparte 
MAILS job, for the carrier is charged with having committed 

this crime. Note the following from the Courier of 
Jan. 31, 1826: 

“Robbery of the Mail! $200 reward. The mail was robbed on the night 
of Saturday, the 14th, or morning of Sunday, the 15th inst. a few miles above 
Lafourche, by one Henry Bainbridge Cox, who was employed as Mail Carrier, 
between Baton Rouge and Lafourche. Said Cox has been in Louisiana for two 
or three years. ...Jan. 24, 1826. Hugh Alexander, P. M. Baton Rouge.” 

However, in the face of a flight to New York, Mr. Cox has been appre- 
hended, as in reported in the following from the Courier of Apr. 15, 1826: 

“Another Mail Robber Caught. Henry Bainbridge Cox, who robbed the 
mail of a considerable sum money in the neighborhood of Baton Rouge, in Jan- 
uary last, was arrested by the Post Master at Batavia, New York, on the 7th 
inst.” 

Mr. Cox escaped on the occasion of his first arrest, but was later caught 
and brought to New Orleans for trial. 


STATE HOUSE COM- “Mr. Trasimon Landry, in behalf of the commissioners: 
MISSIONERS REPORT appointed last session to purchase a lot of ground, 
and build a state house at Donaldsonville, & c. made a 
report,” says the Courier of Feb. 10,1826. 
During this session, the Legislature authorized Governor Johnson to bor- 
row the sum of $30,000 to defray the cost of constructing the new state house 
at Donaldsonville. 


THUMBS DOWN The House journal of Feb. 14, 1826 reports that the 
bill proposing to exempt the inhabitants of Donaldson- 
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ville from the payment of parish taxes was read a third time on Feb. 14, 1826, 
and was rejected. 


PIROGUES There arrived in New Orleans, says the Courier of 


Mar. 8, 1826, “A pirogue from Lafourche__with 20 
bales of cotton.” 


BANKS An advertisement in the Courier of Mar. 16, 1826, in- 
forms us that: 
“Bills on the Atlantic states, will be purchased at the Louisiana State Bank... 
Checks at par to be sold on the folowing places....Donaldsonville.....” 


CREVASSE, HALF ; In the Courier of June 26, 1826 the following news- 
MILE WIDE item appears: 

“We have been informed that the Crevasse below Lafourche makes every 
day further progress and that it is now half a mile wide. All the neighborhood 
is under water, and all exertions to stop it have been unavailing. The damage 
it has already occasioned are dreadful, and it is feared it will still increase.” 

The devastation has not been confined to the Lafourche area, but, from 
time to time, the floodwaters of the Mississippi overflow the regions adjacent 
to Bayou Manchac. Consequently, with a view towards remedying this situation, 
the Legislature enacted Act of Mar. 29, 1826, which provides: 

“That Messrs. James Neilson, John Kleinpeter and W. Webb, of East Baton 
Rouge, and Charles De Armas and P. Winfree of Iberville, or a majority of 
them, are appointed commissioners with power to cause the Bayou Manchac 
to be stopped at or near the mouth of said Bayou on the Mississippi.” 

The stream was finally and completely closed shortly subsequent to the 
enactment of this legislation. 1 . 


EDWARD DUFFEL Philip Carlier D’Outremer, after serving as parish 
BECOMES PARISH judge for many years, retires from that office. Dr. 
JUDGE - Edward Duffel succeeds him. 2 


TWO EX-PRESIDENTS Ex-Presidents, Thomas Jefferson, master mind in the 
DIE ON JULY 4th, 1826 Louisiana Purchase matter, and John Adams recently 
departed this life, the Courier of Aug. 1, 1826 noting: 

“A passenger who arrived yesterday from Louisville, states that John Adams, 
ex-President of the United States, died on the Fourth of July, about 5 o’clock 
in the afternoon, having only survived Mr. Jefferson 4 hours. ...” 

Governor Johnson, in commenting on this national loss, states: “Next to 
Virginia, his native land, no state in the Union owes such a debt of gratitude 
to the departed sage as Louisiana.” 

Sic transit gloria mundi. 


ELECTIONS At the election held on July 5, 1826, the results in 

Ascension were: For Congress—Edward Livington, gh Eg 
P. E. Foucher, 102. For Representative—Trasimon Landry “elected.” Livington 
was elected by a majority of 903. 3 
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wh Ta EL TON Se ae RE ce SOAR La? Wr a RES AES SOLE ed apa o/s 
LEVEES It is obligatory upen all land-owners to construct their 

own levees. Land belonging to the estate of William 
Donaldson was sold by the sheriff this year to satisfy a claim of $680, being 
the cost of constructing a levee in front of Donaldson’s property. Walker Gil- 
bert became the purchaser. 4 

















HUBERT TREILLE Hubert Treille became sheriff on Aug. 25, 1826. 





1. — “Ste a, ve Ae 12 Ann. =e 

2. Dr. Edwar uffel, parish judge, owner of Woodstock plantation, was born in Phila- 
delphia, July 31, 1786, and died in Ascension parish, May 6, 1859. He was the athtatict Oe 
ares tmge ides Aes Seon ce io mae pauas pti tet ebapbh ae Secession Convention, and grandfather 
o r. L. 2B: Duffe ate o onaldsonville, who died recently at the age of 86 y 5 
also, Times-Picayune, March 10, 1935. ad 1 ee 

Courier, July 8, 1826. 
4. See 8 Mart. N. S. 175; 8 Mart. O. S. 170; 1 La. 137. 
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LEGISLATURE The Legislature met on Jan. 1, 1827, Ascension being 
represented by Trasimon Landry. 





ASCENSION AREA A word-picture of the Acadian coast, Ascension parish 
DESCRIBED and Donaldsonville, is contained in the History of Lou- 

isiana, by Francois Xavier Martin, just published, his 
description being: 

“Both sides of the Mississippi, from the city of New Orleans to the town 
of Donaldsonville, a space of seventy-five miles, are occupied by the wealthiest 
planters in the state, principally engaged in the culture of the sugar cane, 
This part of the country has been denominated the German and Acadian coasts, 
from its original settlers; and the wealth of the present has procured to it the 
appellation of the Golden Coast. ... 

“Above Manchac, the land gradually rises on the eastern side of the river, 
to Baton Rouge, a small town distant about one hundred and twenty miles from 
New Orleans. The plantations are not all, as below, ranged side by side on the 
immediate banks of the river; but, many are scattered in the intermediate space, 
between the Mississippi, the rivers Amite, Comite and others flowing into the 
Jakes Maurepas and Ponchartrain. On one of these the Spaniards made an 
abortive effort to establish a town, called Galveztown. .... 

“That between Bayou Lafourche and Bayou Plaquemine, the banks of the 
Mississippi are thickly settled; but the sugar plantations are few, and the 
planters not so wealthy as below Donaldsonville. Under the Spanish govern- 
ment, it was believed that sugar cane could not well succeed so high up, and 
there were but two plantations on which it was cultivated. They were close to 
Donaldsonville. ... 

“This town (Donaldsonville) though destined to be the Seat of Government, 
by act of the Legislature, is but a small place. It has an elegant brick church, 
and contains the court house and jail of the parish. The Bank of Louisiana 
has here an office of discount and deposit, and there is a printing office from 
which an hebdomadary sheet is issued. A large edifice is now rearing for 
the accomodation of the Legislature.” 


BAYOU MANCHAC In his message to the Legislature delivered on Jan. 2, 
1827, Governor Johnson declares: 
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“During the late war, the navigation of the Bayou Manchac was obstructed 
by the United States troops. I would recommend an application to Congress 
for an appropriation sufficient to remove the impediments.” 


STATE HOUSE The contractor engaged in the construction of the new 
State house prays for relief, as is noted in the follow- 
ing from the Courier of Jan. 16, 1827: 

“Mr. Maurin laid before the House the petition of Ant. Peytavin, under- 
taker of the building of the Government House at Donaldsonville, praying for 
some relief. Read and ordered to lie on the table until the return of Mr. Trasi- 
mon Landry from the parish of Ascension.” 


MAILS We note in the following from the Courier of Jan. 16, 
1827 that Thompson’s Creek claimed the mail. The 

Courier says: 

“Baton Rouge, Jan 13. The Post-Rider informs us that the mail of Wednes- 
day last, for the north, was lost in crossing Thompson’s creek.—Gazette.” 

However, the Courier hastens to explain that 

“The mail which was lost, was not the northern mail,...but a mail from 
this city, containing the Packets for.... intermediate offices as far as Natchez., .” 


STATE HOUSE The state house controversey is forever in the fore- 
MATTERS , front; and an investigation is now deemed necessary. 


; The Courier of Jan. 23, 1827, quoting the House journal 
of the 22nd, advises that: 

“Mr. Winfree introduced a resolution for the appointment of a joint com- 
mittee charged to repair to Donaldsonville to examine the Government-House 
building at that place, and to report on the state of said building and its pro- 
gress & c.” 

This resolution was adopted, and the Speaker named Messrs. Winfree, 
Waggaman, Le Blanc, Lavergne and Martin, while the Senate designated Messrs. 
Hiriard, Armand and Morgan. Waggaman requested that he be excused, and Mr. 
Duplantier was named in his stead. 


EXPLANATIONS IN In the Courier of Feb. 1, 1827 we find that “The bill 
ORDER to ‘explain’ the act incorporating the town of Donald- 

sonville was read for the third time...” Discussion 
will take place to-morrow. 


ANOTHER INVESTI- Notwithstanding that one committee was recently 
GATING COMMITTEE appointed to investigate, the Courier of Feb. 8, 1827 
reports: 

“Mr. Allard introduced a resolution for the appointment of a joint com- 
mittee to repair to Donaldsonville to examine the Government House building 
there, and report on its situation—Laid on the table.” A bill by Mr. Maurain 
to defray the expenses of the committee was enacted on Feb. 9, 1827. 


MAIL RIDER The trials and tribulations of the mail rider are in- 
DROWNED deed many. We are told by the Courier of Feb. 12, 1827, 
that: 
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“The rider who was to carry the mail here on Thursday last, was drowned 
in crossing a creek above Natchez, and the mails remained two hours in 
water. 


INVESTIGATORS Quoting the House journal, the Courier of Feb. 16, 1827 
REPORT reports: 

“Mr. Winfree, in behalf of the joint committee of both Houses who repaired 
to Donaldsonville to examine the government house building there, made a 
written report which report was read and ordered to lie on the table until 
to-morrow...” 1 


OFFICIALS By Act of March 1, 1827, p. 50, the office of Register of 
Mortgages for Ascension and other parishes, is created. 

The parish judge is directed to deliver all of his books and records to the 

newly-created official. William C. Randall was named on March 20, 1827. 


STATE HOUSE “Mr, Trasimon Landry,” says the Courier of Feb. 23, 

MATTERS 1827, “introduced a bill making further appropriation 
for the completion of the government house at Donald- 

sonville.” Whereupon, the Baton Rouge Gazette of Mar. 3, 1827 notes: 

“Mr. Landry...introduced a bill making further appropriation for the 
completion of the government house at Donaldsonville.” 

In its issue of March 31, 1827, the Gazette informs us that “The bill appro- 
priating a further sum of money for furnishing the building at Donaldson was 
taken up in the House of Representatives and postponed until the second Mon- 
day of January, 1828, by a vote of 23 to 12; so that there is very little prospect 
that Donaldson will ever be fixed on for the seat of government.” 

We learn from the House journal published in the Courier of Mar. 21, 1827 
that 

“The bill to appropriate a sum of money for the building of the Government 
House at Donaldsonville,...was discussed in a wind aiacretn of the whole, Mr. 
Landry in the chair, and was postponed until next session.’ 

To take care of the expense of the members of the investigating committee, 

the Legislature enacted Act of March 9, 1827, p. 58, in part, as follows: 
_ “That a sum of $20.00 shall be paid out of the state treasury, to each of 
the members of the general assembly sent during the present session to Don- 
aldson, to inspect and examine the government house building at that place, for 
the purpose of defraying their expenses.” 

Trasimon Landry was very much disappointed, for we note that “Mr. Landry 
introduced a resolution to authorize the commissioners... to prosecute Ant. 
Peytayvin on his bond as.contracter of the State House of Donaldsunwatie: A 

The Courier, in its issue of Mar. 26, 1827, complains: 

“After a very long discussion, said bill (relative to revenue and contingent 
expenses) was adopted by the House with an amendment ordering the removal 
of the seat of Government and the holding of the next session of the Legislature 
in Donaldsonville. The bill in that situation was sent to the Senate, and the 
Senate not having returned it, at twelve o’clock at night, the time fixed for 
the adjournmént having arrived, the House adjourned sine die. 
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“We shall give in one of our subsequent numbers a few details on the 
discussion which arose on that question of the removal of the seat of govern- 
ment, so singularly raised at the close of the session, by endeavoring to engraft 
it on a bill, which the Legislature were in duty bound to pass before adjourn- 
ing.” - 





MAIL ROUTES Heretofore, mail has been transported from Baton 
Rouge to Opelousas. This route has been discontinued, 
and the route via Donaldson selected, as is told in the Gazette of March 31, 1827: 

“The post-master of this place (Baton Rouge), has received instructions... 
to discontinue the mail between Baton Rouge and Opelousas; it will hereafter 
go to the latter place from Blanchardsville opposite Donaldson, twice a week...” 

The mail route from West Baton Rouge to Donaldsonville is discussed in a 
letter from our congressman, which appears in the Gazette of Apr. 7, 1827, as 
follows: 

“I have received your letter on the subject of a post road and mail route 
from West Baton Rouge to Donaldsonville, on the west bank of the river and I 
am happy to inform you that a mail route has been established as you sug- 
gested.” 

We note that by Act of Congress (Pub. Act. No. 22, 2nd Sess., 19th Cong.) 
the following is made a post-road: 

“From West Baton Rouge, along the west bank of the Mississippi, to Donald- 
sonville.” 


NATCHEZ PLANTERS Natchez planters are acquiring choice lands on Bayou 
INVADE THE Lafourche, as is reported in the Courier of Apr. 7, 
LAFOURCHE 1827: 

“We have read with much interest the preceding article (relative to these 
acquisitions), which we have extracted from the Lafourche Gazette, published 
at Donaldsonville. We see with pleasure that speculators have at last turned 
their attention to the most beautiful part of Louisiana....” 


SUIT FILED The Lafourche Gazette, as quoted by the Courier of 
AGAINST PEYTAVIN May 8, 1827, reports: 

“Donaldson, May 5, The District Court for the parish 
of Ascension will commence its session, under the presidency of his Honor 
Judge Bushnell, of the third District, at the court house in this village on 
Monday next. 

“A suit has been entered....on the part of the State vs. Antoine Peytavin 
& securities, for the recovery of the amount of the bond entered.into by the 
defendant for the completion of a contract made by said Peytavin for the erect- 
ion of a State House & C. at Donaldson.” 


GEORGE BISSETT, A proposed theological seminary at Donaldsonville is 
PUBLISHER discussed in a letter to Mr. Bissett, publisher of the 
Lafourche Gazette, which letter appears in the Courier 

of May 28, 1827, as follows: 
“Mr. Bissett—It is reputed amongst us, that, in pursuance of some arrange- 
ments, made by Church Wardens of the parish of Ascension, a Catholic and 
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Theological Seminary is about to be established upon the land belonging to that 
corporation; that a college or public school will be attached to that seminary, 
and that it will be conducted by Lazarists. Our worthy curate, the Abbe Tichitoly 
is to succeed to Mr. De Angelis, the curate now in office in that parish; and 
he is also to be the superior of the new establishment. It is rumored also that 
a sum of $20,000 is destined for that purpose—We already have in our parish 
a convent of the Ladies of the Cross, at about four leagues below Donaldson; 
there is another, of the Ladies of the Sacred Heart, at about seven leagues 
below Donaldson, on the Mississippi, and in the parish of St. James; so that 
within the compass of eleven leagues behold three institutions of the kind. 
Why did you then, Mr. Editor, leave us in ignorance of such blessings, which 
per chance only have come to my knowledge? 
“One of your subscribers. Parish of Assumption, May 20, 1827.” 


“COTTON-PICKING” The Courier of Aug. 4, 1827, quoting the Lafourche 

Gazette of July 28, 1827, says: 

“Donaldson, July 28. The crops—Some planters on 
the Bayou Lafourche, we are told, have been picking cotton, more than a week 
since. ....On the plantation of Mr. Tournillon, on the Lafourche, there is sugar 
cane, of the ribbon kind, more than nine feet high. ....” 


SLAVES Sheriff Hubert Treille advertises that, on Sept. 17, 
1827, he will offer for sale at public auction, a certain 

woman named Paulle, age 60 years. 
James Tolbert, jailor at Donaldson, on Sept. 1, 1827, advertises that several 
runaway slaves are incarcerated in the parish jail here awaiting claimants. 3 


SONGY REYNAUD Justice of the Peace Songy Reynaud announces in the 
Gazette de Lafourche that he will be at his office “at 
all usual hours to attend to official business.” 





NEWSPAPERS The Gazette de Lafourche is now—Dec., 1827—being 
published each Saturday by George Bissett, at the 
corner of Iberville and Lessard streets. 4 


THE CREOLE IS — Donaldson is either a prosperous village or the politi- 
ESTABLISHED cal campaign is warming up. The Courier of Nov. 30, 


1827, informs us in the following that The Creole, a 
Jacksonian gazette, is about to be established in Donaldson: . 

“It will be perceived by the Journal of to-day that Mr. (Godwin Brown) 
Cotton, formerly of this place, is about to establish a Jackson paper at Don- 
aldson under the title of the Creole. The Lafourche Gazette sneers at the 
thought of another paper in that place, alleging that there are only forty-nine 
and a half Jackson votes in the parish. The same paper asserted a few months 
ago, that there were but three Jackson men in that part of the state. If the 
Gazette is candid, the half will soon become a whole. He ought to have told 
his readers that Mr. Trist, lately clected from Assumption, is decidedly a Jack- 
son. Louis. Jour.” 
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Page Seventy-Two THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
Rn rae cen 
OLD MAIL BAGS Our inhabitants complain loudly at the inadequate and. 

unsafe mail service, as is noted in the following from 
the Courier of Dec. 11, 1827: 

“Nonaldson, Dec. 6. (1827). 

“On Saturday last no papers were brought to this place from New Orleans, 
and very few packets of any description were contained in the mail bag, which 
was so old and insecure a character as to place the letter packets in danger 
of being lost—one end of which having a slit of some two or three inches, 
‘ but apparently having been made some time past. On Monday the papers of 
New Orleans, generally, were not received. A few addressed to particular in- 
dividuals came to hand. ...._Creole.” 


pay 1. No action appears to have been taken next day; and the contents of the report are un- 
own. 

2. Courier, Mar. 22, 1827. 

3. Indian slaves, 5 Mart. O. S. 459. Interesting cases on slavery in Ascension—4 Mart. O. 
hts oe Mart. O.S. 61; 11 Mart. O.S. 641; 2 Mart. N.S. 361; 4 Mart. N.S. 388; 5 Mart. N.S. 1; 

a. 351. 

4. A copy was examined at the La. Library commission, Baton Rouge. 
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1828 


JACKSON MEETING The Ascension admirers of General Andrew Jackson, 
now a candidate for the presidency, recently held a 
meeting, as reported by the Courier of Jan. 4, 1828, in the following: 

“A numerous meeting of the friends of Genl. Jackson took place on the 4th 
inst. in the parish of Ascension, at which four delegates to the Convention to 
be holden in this city on the 15th January were chosen.” 

Governor Henry Johnson, from Donaldson, writes an explanation of his 
position concerning necessary preparations for entertainment of Jackson, upon 
his arrival in New Orleans on Jan. 8, 1828. The Governor states that the letter 
of the Jackson committee dated Aug. 28, 1827 arrived during his absence, and 
reached him only Sept. 27, 1827, and that the Legislature had made no appro- 
priation whatever to entertain the distinguished visitor. 1 

The Courier of Jan. 9, 1828 gives an account of the Jackson meeting held 
at Donaldson, saying: 

“Jackson meeting at Lafourche. At a large and respectable meeting of the 
friends of Gen. Jackson, at the Court House in Donaldsonville, on the ist day 
of January, 1828, Mr. Louis Landry was called to the chair, and Thomas G. 
Nicholls, Esq. appointed secretary. 

“On motion of Dr. Duffel, David A. Randall, was requested to address the 
meeting, with which he complied, in a discourse of considerable length, bring- 
ing in review the claims of the two candidates to the presidential chair, and 
enforcing with energy and precision the preponderatng weight of those of the 
people’s candidate. : 

“On motion of T. (Trasimon) Landry, Esq., David A. Randall, Esq., Dr. E. 
Duffel and Thos. C. Nicholls were appointed a committee on resolutions... .” 
(Resolutions extolling Jackson over John Q. Adams adopted). The resolutions 
further provide: 

“That Messrs. Louis Landry, Thomas C. Nicholls, Rosamond Braud, Wm. C. 
Randall, Trasimon Landry, Dr. Edward Duffel, and J. C. Barthelemy be ap- 
pointed delegates to the convention.....- 

“That Messrs. David A. Randall, Camille Landry, Francois Mollere, G. B. 
Cotten (publisher of the Creole), Rosamond Braud, Gabriel Winter, John 
Anderson, Philip Minor, James Conway, Jean B. Gaudin, T. Stansbury, Maxi- 
milian Babin, Joseph Fontelet, Jean C. Braud, Pierre Dannequin, Narcisse 
Landry, Rosemond Le Blanc, Ursin Landry, Henry Mc Call, Hubert Treille, 
Firmin Blanchard, Valery Landry, Edward Hampton Francois St. Martin and 
Joseph Cavellero be appointed a committee on vigilance and correspondence...” 
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MAILS Reverting to the matter of postal routes, let us note the 
following from the Baton Rouge Gazette of Jan. 12, 
1828: 

“We have seen in the Donaldson Creole an extract of a letter from West 
Baton Rouge, relative to the mails..__There is evidently a mistake in this matter, 
as there does not happen to be any Post Office in the parish of West Baton 
Rouge, nor a mail road passing over any part of it.” 2 


TREILLE RE-AP- On Jan. 17, 1828, Hubert Treille was again commis- 
POINTED SHERIFF sioned as sheriff of Ascension. 
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DEFECTIVE MATER- The Baton Rouge Gazette of Feb. 9, 1828, comments 
IALS AND WORK- on the State House, now in course of construction at 
MANSHIP Donaldson, as follows: 

“The editor of the Donaldson Creole insists that the 
embryo State House at that place is a most excellent and substantial building, 
the only fault being in the “materials” and “workmanship”!!! This is a con- 
fession that we little expected and comports in some measure with the opin- 
ion of the committee that visited Donaldson during the last session of the 
Legislature to examine what had been done towards the completion of the 
new State House—a splendid description of which, had been published in the 
Lafourche Gazette some time previous. On the faith of the report of that com- 
mittee, if we mistake not, orders were given to institute a suit against the 
contractor for the non-fulfillment of his bargain, and accordingly judgment 
was given against him at the last District Court for $30,000. 

“We are decidedly of opinion that public interest required the removal 
of the seat of government from New Orleans, but cannot think that Donaldson 
is an eligible scite for its location.” 3 

Under date of Feb. 23, 1828, the Baton Rouge Gazette says: “The bill for 
the removal of the seat of government was lost on Wednesday in the House 
of Representatives by a vote of 21 to 19.” 

To err is human, and what difference does ten thousand dollars make 
when everyone is “cussing” Antoine Peytavin, the State House contractor. The 
Baton Rouge Gazette of Feb. 23, 1828 corrects itself: 

“In stating in a former No. that judgment had been rendered against the 
contractor of the State House in Donaldson for the non-fulfillment of his con- 
tract, we were in error as to the amount; the judgment was for $20,000 and not 
$30,000. A bill is about being presented to the Legislature for a further appro- 
priation to complete the State House. We cannot conceive the Legislature has 
anything to do with it, as the materials of the building we should suppose belong 
to the contractor, judgment having been given against him. 

“We must in answer to the interrogatories of the Editor of the Creole, 
express our sorrow at not knowing what became of the report made by the 
Committee appointed last year to examine the building at Donaldson, not hav- 
ing a copy of the journal of last session, however, there is no doubt had it 
been favorable it would have been blazoned to the world. ....” 4 

And, the Baton Rouge Gazette of Mar. 1, 1828 reports: 

“On Saturday last the House of Representatives voted the sum of $10,050 
to finish the State House at Donaldson. ....An attempt was made to recon- 
sider the bill without success; it was accordingly sent to the senate and was 
rejected on the first reading by a majority of 9 to 4.” 


SLAVES “Assento,” a runaway slave, died while incarcerated 
in the Ascension parish jail. Act 66 of Mar. 21, 1828, 

p. 120, appropriates $136.75 to Sheriff (?) James Tolbert to reimburse him for 

amounts expended by him in connection with his sickness, death and burial. 


STATE HOUSE The Baton Rouge Gazette of Mar. 29, 1828 comments, 
as follows: 
“The Legislature adjourned last Tuesday, no appropriation has been made 
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— 
for the completion of the State House at Donaldson, nor has anything been 
determined on with regard to the removal of the seat of government. ....” 





CREVASSE Falling waters bring great relief to our distressed 
people; the Courier of Apr. 21, 1828, quoting from 
the Creole, notes: ; 
| “Donaldson, Apr. 19. 
“It is with much satisfaction that we announce that the water has com- 
_ menced falling. Nothing indicates its decline more than the fact of a retrograde 
movement on the back lands, both on the river and bayou. Should the river 
continue to fall until it is confined within its banks, many who had no prospect 
of a crop may make their provisions for the ensuing year, and perhaps some- 
thng more.—Creole.” 





CART UPSET, KILL- The Creole of May 10, 1828 contains the following 
ING BOY eccount of a deplorable accident: 

“Donaldson, May 10—A fatal accident happened on 
Bayou Lafourche, a few miles below this place, on Tuesday last! a lad of 
about 14 years of age, who was employed in driving an ox team, ran against 
a fence and upset the cart, by which he was thrown under one of the wheels, 
where he remained for more than an hour. When extricated he was so much 
mutilated, having all the bones of his body broken, that he expired instantly.— 
Two small children, who were in the cart with him at the time it upset, were 
found under the body of the cart, not having received any anjury.” 5 


OFFICIALS Only last year the General Assembly created the office 

of register of mortgages for Ascension parish. This 
year, by Act 72 of 1828, the office is discontinued, and the register is directed 
to retransfer all of his books to the parish judge. W. C. Randall held the office, 
while John Bloch is clerk of court. 


CREVASSE In its issue of May 17, 1828, the Baton Rouge Gazette 
contains the following news-item bearing on crevasses 
in this locality: 
“Donaldson, May 10. 

“The whole of the right bank of the Bayou Lafourche, from a little below 
Mr. Lefebre’s to Folz’s Saw mill, is under water. We counted during a late 
visit, within that distance, no less than nine crevasses, one of them of consid- 
erable extent. The water has as yet fallen but little in the bayou.” 


BISSETT DISCUSSES Our people are witnessing a real campaign, with 
LIVINGSTON charges flying in every direction. In its issue of July 
2, 1828, the Courier publishes the following: 
“New Orleans, July 1, 1828. 

“George Bissett, Esq., Donaldsonville, La. 

“Sir—I received yesterday your Ictter of the 25th ult. making inquiries of me 

respecting a transaction between Edward Livington, Esq. and the late firm of 

W. & D. Flower, of this place, some years ago, and intended answering same 
“ by the mail of tomorrow. It is to be regretted that you did not await my reply, 
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and by this means avoid (at least to me) the unpleasant necessity of appear- 
ing before the public on such an occasion. ... On the 8th January, 1819, W. & 
D. Flower made an advance to Mr. Livingston: of $5.000 on the consignment 
of his crop of sugar, made on his plantation at Lafourche. A clerk of the house 
going into the neighborhood, went up immediate.y and carried an order from 
Mr. Livingston for the delivery of the sugar. I never had any doubt that the 
whole crop was delivered, ...The quantity received was —hhds. and 2 bbls. 

“,... am unwilling to have my name used and appealed to for the support 
of charges against a conspicuous public character, which I know to be utterly 
untrue;... William Flower.” 6 


ASCENSION VOTES At the election held in July, 1828, Ascension voted: 

For governor—Derbigny, 176; Marigny, 33; Butler, 10; 
Thomas, 0. Derbigny elected. For congress—White, 173; Edward Livingston, 
46. For state senator—Randall, 162; Pedesclaux, 55. For representative—Landry, 
170; Reynaud, 36. 


JUDGE D’OUTREMER Philip Carlier D’Outremer departed this life recently, 
DIES and an account of his death, as reported by the Courier 
of July 29, 1828, follows: 

“Departéd this life on Wednesday evening, Philip Carlier D’Outremer, Esq., 
Judge of the Parish 7, in the 67th year of his age—his body was deposited in 
the cemetery of the Parish, on Thursday evening followed by a great number 
of his fellow citizens, who, knowing his worth, hastened to pay this last tribute 
of respect to the memory of the deceased. To his much respected widow, this 
sudden dispensation of Divine Providence, is truly afflicting. On the Monday 
preceding his death, he left his home, in the full enjoyment of health, to visit 
a sick neighbor; returned home the evening of the same day, and in the night 
he was taken ill—the rapidity of the disease was such as to baffle all medical 
aid; and in the short space of thirty-six hours, his excellent lady had to deplore 
the loss of an affectionate husband; society a valuable citizen, and his slaves a 
kind and indulgent master.—Creole.” 


ELECTIONS — In the presidential election held in Nov., 1828, Ascen- 

sion voted as follows: Jackson, 106; Adams, 106, not- 
withstanding the prediction made by the Creole, in its issue of Oct. 14, 1828, that 
Ascension would give Andrew Jackson 220, and John Quincy Adams but 160. 8 


ROADS, LEVEES Louisiana’s Legislature met on Nov. 17, 1828, and in 
his final message Governor Johnson declares: 

“No subject requires your attention more than the state of our roads and 
levees. We are constantly admonished of the inadequacy of the existing laws 
respecting them. It is believed that the care and regulations of them should 
be placed more immediately under the control and superintendence of the 
State. ... On Lafourche particularly, for a considerable extent, the roads have 
been impassable for years, during the season of high water.” 9 


CROPS In the Courier of Dec. 10, 1828, we observe the follow- 
ing which is from the Lafourche Gazette at Donaldson: 
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“Donaldson, Dec. 

“The Sugar Crops.—We have again the gratification of being able to con- 
gratulate the planters of our neighborhood upon the success of their year’s 
labors, in the culture of the cane. The quality of the sugar made is general 
even superior to that of the last season. We have now before us specimens from 
the plantation of the Messrs. Randall on the Lafourche,....which in point of 
quality are decidedly the finest we have ever see,...” 10 








NEWS-ITEMS FROM Gist of news from Donaldson is found in the Courier 
DONALDSON of Dec. 23, 1828, that journal announcing: 
| “Donaldson, Dec. 20, 1828. 

“Capt. West, a passenger in the Steamboat Republican, from New Orleans, 
when about 9 miles from the city, was accidentally killed by falling into the 
space in which the fly-wheel revolves. 

“The river has risen considerably, and we may be able to announce in our 
next, that the Bayou is navigable for steamboats. | 

“',.. The Steamboat Decatur, which some time ago was sunk a few miles 
below this village has, after indefatigable exertion, been raised, and that part 
damaged so far repaired, as to enable her to float. We understand that it is 
the intention of Mr. Lacroix, one of the proprietors, to take her machinery 
out, and to have her thoroughly examined, to determine whether she will be 
fit for future service.” 


TORTOISE TOR- Low water has a depressing effect upon our people, 
PIDITY says the Courier of Dec. 30, 1828, quoting the Donald- 
son Creole: 

“The Mississippi is rising gradually, and the Bayou Lafourche is now com- 
pletely navigable. During the stage of low water our village presents anything 
but attractions; all is torpid, like the wood tortoise, who in winter reposes 
himself securely within his own shell, so do our citizens keep themselves 
quietly at home. But when ever and anon is heard the loud breathings of the 
floating houses, which now pass rapidly and frequent before our town, the 
levee there presents a pleasing appearance. The landing of passengers and 
goods and the embarkation of others seem to give new life to our fellow-towns- 
men, to arouse them from the monotony in which they pass the summer, to 
inspire with spirit and animation, the beings who but a few weeks past much 
resembled the animal to which we have above alluded.” 


1. Courier, Jan. 4, 1828. 

2. See 6 Rob... 500. 538: 

3. Judgment against Paytavin reversed on appeal. 7 Mart. N. S. 165; also see 28 Ann. ; 
33 Ann. 562. 

4. See 7 Mart. N.S. 165. 

5. Courier, May 13, 1828. [ 

6. But see litigation, Flower vs. Livington, 12 Mart. O.S. 681. And seizure by Flower o 
Livingston’s fee for revising Civil Code of Louisiana, 2 Mart. N.S. 615; 4 Mart. N.S. 73. j nT 

7. It appears that Edward Duffel was parish judge at this time. For D’Outremers will, 
dated Aug. 8, 1822, see Book of Wills “A,” fo. 71, Ascension parish. He left surviving a widow, 
Adelaide Lucas, and a brother, Carlier des Isles. 8 Mart. O.S. 235. 

Courier, Nov. 7, 1828. 
9. See also 5 Mart. O.S. 459. 
10. See 5 Rob. 130 
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ASCENSION REGION In order that we may see ourselves as others see us, 

DESCRIBED let us note the description of the Mississippi river, 


Bayou Lafourche, our levee system, inundations, etc., 
as contained in the report of the General Land Office, Washington, to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, of Jan. 12, 1829, in part, as follows: 1 “...A portion of 
this area, however, including both banks of the Mississippi from some distance 
below New Orleans to Baton Rouge,...and both sides of the Lafourche for about 
fifty miles from the Mississippi, has, by means of levees or embankments, been 
reclaimed at the expense of individuals. The strips of land thus reclaimed are 
of limited extent, ... they will amount to about 500,000 acres, which deducted 
from 3,183,580 acres, will leave the quantity of 2,683,580 acres, below the 31st 
degree of latitude, which is now subject to annual or occasional inundations;... 

“The first of these (natural canals or channels) above New Orleans is La- 
fourche, which leaving the river at Donaldsonville, reaches the Gulf in a toler- 
ably direct course of about 90 miles. The Lafourche is about 100 yards wide; 
ifs bed is nearly on a level with the low-water mark where it leaves the river; 
its banks are high and protected by slight levees, and in high floods it takes off 
a large column of water. Above Lafourche, the Bayou Manchac or Iberville, ... 
takes off into the Gulf...a considerable portion of the surplus water of the 
Mississippi;... “The quantity of water which has been drawn off from the 
Mississippi through the Iberville, the Bayou Lafourche, and the Chafalaya, has 
so reduced the volume of water which passes off through the Mississippi pro- 
per, that individual enterprise has been enabled to throw up embankments 
along the whole course of that river, ....and for forty or fifty miles on each 
side of the Lafourche.... 

“We have seen that the natural channels of the Lafourche, Plaquemine, 
Iberville and the Chalafaya have so reduced the mass of water in the Mississippi 
below their points of efflux, as to enable individuals, by very moderate embank- 
ments, to confine that part of the Mississippi within its banks. ... 

“The width of the river at Donaldsonville being about seven hundred yards, 
the rise above its natural banks, about one yard, and its velocity two and one- 
half miles an hour; if, then, by one or more tappings below this point, a volume 
of water of the above dimensions could be carried off to the ocean with equal 
velocity, then would the highest elevation of the river be reduced very con- 
Siderably everywhere below such tapping and for some distance above. ...” 


SUGAR-HOUSE FIRE Stansbury’s sugar house was destroyed by fire on Jan. 
20, 1829, as told by the Baton Rouge Gazette of Jan. 
31, 1829 in the following: 
“Donaldson, 24 January. 

“On Tuesday last the 20th inst. the sugar establishment on the plantation 
of the late T. E. Stansbury, about three or four miles above this place, took 
fire and was entirely consumed, together with 33 hogsheads of sugar, and all 
the sugar making apparatus. We have heard it stated that the loss may be esti- 
mated at from four to five thousand dollars.—Donaldson Creole.” 2 


STATE HOUSE The Legislature enacted Act 56 of 1828, approved Feb. 
* 4, 1829, p. 172, providing: 
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“Section 6. And be it further enacted, That there be provided a comfortable 
place for the sitting of the Legislature at Donaldsonville, at the next annual 
session; and that the governor (Pierre Derbigny) be authorized to cause the 
necessary preparations to be made and the expenses to be paid out of the con- 
tingent fund at his disposal.” 

However, the Baton Rouge Gazette of Feb. 7, 1829 states: 

“The Legislature of this state adjourns this day. No resolution was adopted 
for the removal of the seat of government nor has any appropriation been 
made for finishing the Government House at Donaldsonville.” 


OFFICIALS Andrew Jackson became president on Mar. 4, 1829. 
DUHY BUYS THE The Gazette, Baton Rouge, of Mar. 14, 1829 notes: 
CREOLE “The Creole of Donaldson, is now published by Mr. 


Charles William Duhy, who has become the proprietor 
thereof. We understand that the former proprietor, Mr. G. B. Cotten, is to publish 
the “Halcyon” in New Orleans.” 3 

We observe in the Courier of Mar. 31, 1829, the advertisement of Mr. Cotten, 
wherein he states: 

“The New Orleans Microscope, by Godwin Brown Cotten, late editor of 
the Creole, Donaldson. ...I am well known to the citizens of New Orleans, 
and therefore think it useless to make any political professions. ...” 


FURNITURE FOR Quoting from the Lafourche Gazette, the Baton Rouge 
STATE HOUSE Gazette of March 28, 1829 announces: | 
ARRIVES “The Lafourche Gazette announces that a part of the 


furniture belonging to the Government House has ar- 
rived at Donaldsonville from New Orleans, and that preparations are made for 
the transportation of the archives, and removal of the Public Offices next month. 
The same Gazette also mentions that the contractor had again begun to work 
at the new buildings, and continues without relaxation, but that the works pro- 
gress slowly.” 


SARAH DEPARTS J. B. Judice of Donaldsonville, advertises in the Courier 
; of Apr. 15, 1829, that he will pay a reward of $25. for 
the recovery of his slave “Sarah”, age 22 years. 


ROADS The Donaldson Creole, in its issue of Apr. 22, 1829, 
denounces the proposal of Governor Derbigny to work 
convicts on the public roads and highways. 


THE CREOLE ‘Mr. Duhy, the editor and publisher of the Creole of 

Donaldson, now a weekly paper, intends to issue it 
hereafter twice a week without enhancing its price. We wish him every success,” 
Says the Baton Rouge Gazette of May 30, 1829. 












WARE PN 


ry rhe vi 
ae es sia ar 
on | a tigghaFANy a orld 20 i. 
; jaar ts esata pt 
aE “i 
pm. 


pebiot 39.) 

a oy A 

he ol iY See it a mi ; 
ite Vil 


_- ni eee? ga 4 
at tank ics pre mrokiaie 
mh fam - 


2081.» 18M. wo Invbinaug omesed nonloal waibaA 





RD 


szafoir O22 DT te Yo syeof nots sexed oT wat evud YaUG 

AM vd bedelidoy woa at .deblenod jo sloeaD ofT* - Paani ‘a IORRD - 

sotahiqotg adi amazed ze odw .ydud mstiw estiedd ib aarked. aati lai 

deilduq o! 24 ested 4 2 1M aotsisqorq 10 od? init baatetsboo We 7 ‘ 
“gnastsO wer ‘at 









arent ait to tnamoezitvavbe edt Sel tf pire Xo reid iad ni evisedo OW ou 
restate! vag tal . 

Yo tofibs sfel .osiioD aworl alwbod yd sqoaeotsil - cided wai eft? 
ean watt Yo ensaiti od! of twoad Mow mo 1... ozblanod \sfosrD hitine 
“.., 2qolastorg isvitilog ye sdnat Of 2esleeu 1 daidt srolstsd) bas y 
’ ‘et es 





enue cote ad? ,sitese} odowotsd od? mot pnitow) 
tzqommgnae @#t 2 dora to stiessd 
oft Yo eq a fed? esonponnes olieseD sdowe8lad odT" 
~41% 20c sago0H Imomimisvod ali of gaigooisd owiltnin F 
10) obact ste anciteynqerg tadi boa 2assi10 we mont ollivaoebienod a 
wiinon tran e090 vildwl exit io levomot ban wovitiore offi lo notiak 
drow of nuped ninwa bert tofoe tino off ied} 2nolinsas cals olfess 
-o1q #d1ew vd? fedt tod motiexelot tuodiiw eapaliaoa bag 239 









“ ee a oe ey ‘aetay 
ssitwo’) sii ai eseltrevbe .ofltrnoebiancd Yo solbul. 4 .U — « eraAtad mast 


101 488.10 biswo1 # yaq Uiw ond tadt OSB aI tae yet 6 
eveoe SS ona “deed” ovale ae 
















Pca, ie bagi ro 
SHI Sf: .2gA to oural ati mi dloor) cozbisnod + 
dso of yngidts roms9700 Yo Iezoqorg odt orm bal pt 
aowdgid baa 1 ont 


Te idk! 





a sloarD ot to sities 
sueei of ebasini ; 
“2eo2oue YI9t9 ‘tnid dalve V7 oping eli 


= 


Page Eighty : | THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 














REPORTED SALE The Courier, New Orleans, of May 12, 1829, reports: 
OF LAFOURCHE “We are informed that Mr. George Bissett, late pro- 
GAZETTE prietor of the Lafourche Gazette, has disposed of the 


| establishment, and that it has been purchased by Mr. 
Dudley Campbell. 4 


a saa In a recent issue, the Creole says: 
“Donaldson, May 9. 
“The Season.—The mornings continue cool, although at noon the heat is 
sufficiently felt ... The cane on the plantations fronting on the river, is very 
small considering es ne2r summer is at hand...” 5 


FOR BETTER MAIL Since the steamboat is the most rapid of all carriers, 

SERVICE the Creole cannot understand why it is not utilized 
to carry the mails. A detailed plan of operation is 

found in the Courier of June 8, 1829, quoting from the Creole, as follows: 

“It has long been matter of surprise with us that the Post Master General 
has not availed himself of the facilities afforded by steamboats for the trans- 
portation of the mails, at least on the lower Mississippi. Seventeen years have 
now nearly elapsed since the first steamboat arrived at New Orleans, and we 
have seen no attempt made to profit by this most rapid of all carriers... 

“Let two steamboats be constructed for carrying passengers and the mails. 
- Their engines should be such as to propel them at least nine miles per hour 
against the current. One should leave New Orleans every other day,... On 
their way up and down, these boats could stop near every post-office on the 
river, and land and receive the mails. One hour’s delay might be allowed at... 
Donaldson, etc., while a quarter of an hour would suffice for changing the mails 


at the minor offices. ...” 


GEORGE BISSETT, An account of the accidental drowning of George Bis- 
OF THE GAZETTE, sett, who established the Lafourche Gazette, first news- 
DROWNS paper published in Donaldson, is contained in the 
Baton Rouge Gazette of July 4, 1829, as follows: 
“Donaldson, June 25. 

“This village witnessed this morning a most melancholy and sympathetic 
scene in the distress of Mrs. Bissett, occasioned by the fell tidings of her hus- 
band’s death, Mr. George Bissctt. The deceased came to his untimely end by 
falling overboard of the packet boat, on her way to this place from Thibodeau- 
ville, about one mile below, and immediately disappeared. Mr. B. was in the 
bloom of manhood, and about 29 years of age; he was formerly proprietor and 
editor of this Gazette. He has left an affectionate wife and child to deplore 
his loss, and the chasm that this bereavement has produced will long be felt 


by them.” 


SUGAR REFINERY TheCourier of July 14, 1829, quoting from the Creole, 
AT DONALDSON paints a bright picture of the proposed sugar refinery 
at Donaldson, saying: 
“Donaldson, July 11. 
YOur readers will learn, no doubt, with pleasure, that every probability 


a Pee Sl ie Ae) 2 See i 
tna ve we ee | Wares y 
iy *, i { ‘a ar fl g i? 


es . oy | 
i Pie hs 
isd Lap, ’ , A. 
RPS APPT Hb eins 











‘ uy ele ae “oo Nede 
os gaigne ster odt-ouent fnesen ga 
a 2 et .,oeanod” VENT AN rk a ae 
ai Jeod off doom te davadiia doom énalines! agin $d 2 « 
vier 2f r9vty ont mo gnituen) emoitaiacty ont mo ones sdT. , 5 tal 
*"...bned jn 2i yetunwe i8n word unos : 
eretriaa fie Yo hiqni jeom ot at trodmmote off soni? > JIAM AaTTaAd HO 
basilar fom ai He -esiw basieisbow tonags..¢leevd st hee 0) ove 
ai nottetiqo to aly belisish A :alinm ad} eres o} "NSIS: 


» Wolol ev slows oft mor} ynitoup OSAh & saul to veimwed odd mi bawe 
feronsi) yotenlé t2o% adt tant eg alive seltqiue Yo t9lisin is poe a . 








angie RR 









y+. @2ente» Ue lo biges jaom zidt 4d slow of obeor Jqmraetie Om 992 svE 
allem od? boa etepmevreg galcrisoa 10l helomanco od eisodsinete: Bwt tol 
teod Taq eslint onig, lueol js. med} foqorg, Of a0 doue od blgoda #oniyne tied’ 
HO ....%8b tedlo yiavs annshO wo ove bluore ong) nor ‘edi’ tania 
edt 26 s9illo-laog yieve tn qosa blvoo etsod s2odt rwob bos qu 4 


rl 














+o9 38 Lewolle od idpion yetoh eon anQ eliney 61 eviaost ban beef et 
alia of) paigneds +03 eoitive binow wo ap te tohieup a slidw 09 utoal 


xe 





“iG egiesn Yo gakaworl {ctnsbisce oft Io ine@oos cA 
twee fesil wrlesed seotwolnt orlt borleitdniesd ow ise 
emi ot bedizines @ ,nozhlenod i badeildug teqeq 
sewoliol an @8r & viul Yo stlosuD S900H goin 
AE omrl woebiaaod” 
Sifediagqinve bas Yotlonalom tom a painiom 


“tiebhodidst mont staly el of vw t9nt no snod tou y oid 
odt nt enw 4 AM So mougecih ~toteiiennni’ fine -wolad 


s10lqeb oi hfido bas iw signoitsan on Mol eurk 
tis! 9d gnol iliw beaubord ead tomerastod, ¢i healt 
he hare iycirs ee 


leer od) covt yaitoup USBt St yl 16 vhuodedT  § ¢g 
Visailet aague hezoqorq of) lo swiriq! iiviid n ening Bile. 


nt hovedges leit y ; . 







4 ar, 


ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA Page Eighty-One 


a _e«<ann Sess“... e———S——a—aSa«awwa>nrrt 


exists in favor of the selection of this town, for the scite of the sugar Pincers 
about to be established by several enterprising individuals of this state, who 
have formed a company for the refining of sugar by a new and improved pro- 
cess. 

“The agent of the company has just returned here, after visiting Baton 
Rouge, and other places above. His opinion is decidedly in favor of Donaldson; 
that is if the avarice of individuals should not tempt them to demand too high 
a price for the land required for the buildings. On this score, we are told, very 
liberal offers have been made to the company, by land owners at Baton Rouge. 
—Creole.” 








OFFICIALS Hubert Treille is now sheriff, Chas. Maurin, parish 

judge, Fred Landry, senior justice of the peace, and 
Messrs. P. G. Dannequin, Lefort, St. Martin and Camille Landry, justices of the 
peace. 


SLAVES MAKE BREAK Slaves, in a desperate break for freedom, blow out 
FOR FREEDOM candles in the Donaldson jail! The Baton Rouge Gazette 
of July 11, 1829 reports: 
“Donaldson, June 27. 

“On Wednesday night about 8 o’clock, just as the jailor had opened the door 
of the prison chamber, to put up a sick negro, several of the slaves inside, who 
were, no doubt, watching for the purpose, suddenly blew out the candles, and 
rushed forward. In the dark, and first surprise of the moment, the jailor found 
himseif surrounded by a dozen stout negroes. Two however, of the boldest, 
only succeeded in escaping; one was Pitaed a: and pulled back after he had 
straddled the prison fence. 

“Considering the number of prisoners who are detained in the jail of Don- 
aldson we think egress from it should be secured by iron railings at the out- 
side doors and in the passageway to the rooms.—Creole.” 6 


BISSETT’S NEWS- George Bissett, Iate proprietor of the Lafourche Gazette, 
PAPER FOR SALE having been accidentally drowned in Bayou Lafourche 

on June 25, 1829, and in order to wind up his estate, 
his SHneNe establishment is offered for sale in the following advertisement 
which appeared in the Courier of Aug. 1, 1829: 

“Probate Sale. On Saturday, 8th of August, will be sold to the highest bidder, 
af the printing-office of Lafourche Gazette, in Donaldsonville, all the printing 
material and establishment in trade belonging to said Lafourche Gazette, which 
is the oldest and best established newspaper in the 2nd Judicial District, having 
always had the advertising of 3 or 4 parishes, amongst the richest and most 
populous in the state. 

“To this establishment, halons! two printing-presses, new fount of Lons- 
Primer and Brevier, new ornamental and Job letter, & c. & c. Sale to commence 
at 10 o’clock A.M. Terms of sale—$500 cash, and balance payable in March, 1830, 
1831 and 1832. 

‘...Edward Duffel, Judge. 

“Editors of New Orleans and Natchez, will please give one or two inser- 
tions to the above, and oblige the widow and child of a brother of the type.” 
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DUHY BUYS LA- Charles W. Duhy, editor and proprietor of the Creole, 

FOURCHE GAZETTE purchased the Lafourche Gazette, and, as will be noted 
in the following, consolidated the two papers: 

“The editor and proprietor of the Creole, published at Donaldson, having 
purchased the establishment of the Lafourche Gazette, has amalgamated the 
two papers under the title of the Creole and the Gazette of Lafourche.” (Baton 
Rouge Gazette, Sept. 26, 1829). 








J. H. ILSLEY In its issue of Aug. 26, 1829, the Courier says: 
“From the Donaldson Creole. We stopped the presses, 
until half past 2 o’clock, waiting for the Birth, the lady of J. H. Isley, Esq. of 


a son?’ 


AMBROISEGRABERT The Baton Rouge Gazette of Aug. 22, 1829 reports: 

ROBBED “A Mr. Ambroise Grabert, has lately been stopt in the © 
woods of Gen. Hampton’s plantation by two negroes 
who robbed him of about $1700, in bank notes.” 


POSTMASTER Francois Lefort was appointed post-master at Donald- 
LEFORT sonville on Sept. 24, 1829. 
MURDER Hugh Gallagher of Donaldsonville was murdered while 


en route to Thibodaux, as is announced by the Courier 
of Sept. 28, 1829 as follows: 
‘Donaldson, Sept. 19. 

“In the morning of the 8th of September, there was taken out of the Bayou 
Lafourche, one mile above Thibodeauville, a corpse horribly mutilated and 
Joaded with more than 100 cwt. of bricks. .... It appears that the unfortunate 
victim was an Irishman named Hugh Gallagher. A few days before, he had 
been seen descending the Bayou in a small flat-boat. Another man, apparently 
employed to work the boat, accompanied him. This man has been arrested 
upon suspicion....” 


EPIDEMIC IN DON- “Sickness on the Coast,” is the title of the following 
ALDSON news-item, which appears in the Courier of Oct. 5, 

: 1829: 

“We are sorry to state that the epidemic still rages on the coast, nearly 
all the way from this to Natchez, with the exception of St. Jacques and one or 
two other parishes, which still remain extremely healthy. In Lafourche, particu- 
larly Donaldson, its ravages are very fatal. The oldest inhabitants inform us 
that their recollections furnish no parallel to the present autumn. ... 

“Bayou Lafourche is very low. Two small packet boats ply twice a week 
between Donaldson and Thibodeauville, but they are not able to carry any 
freight.” 


STATE HOUSE. The Courier of Oct. 5, 1829 discusses the new state- 
GROGSHOPS house, now in course of construction in Donaldson- 


c ville, as follows: 
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“The New State House.—The walls of this yet-to-be magnificent edifice 
present, at this time, but little prospect of ’resounding with the wisdom and 
eloquence of statesmen and orators’ this approaching winter. A part of the roof 
is on, but the floors, the lathing, the plastering, the ceiling, the doors, and the 
windows are all to be supplied yet. We were flattered into the belief, with the 
rest of our fellow-citizens, in the early part of the summer, that the enter- 
prising editors of Donaldson had written it from the obscurity of an incon- 
siderable country village into a large thriving commercial city. But, alas! the 
only improvement we can discover in the place is an increase in the number 
of grog shops, in which in proportion to the number of. inhabitants, it far 
outstrips our sober city.” 





GOVERNOR DER- Governor Derbigny died Oct. 7, 1829, as a result of. 
BIGNY DIES accidental injuries which he received while riding in 
his carriage. 7 


STATE HOUSE, “All dead except one,’ avers the Baton Rouge Gazette 
ALL DEAD EXCEPT of Oct. 10, 1829, in the following: 
ONE. “The works on the Government House at Donaldson 


are at present suspended for want of workmen. Those who were employed be- 
ing all dead except one, of the prevailing epidemic fever. It is therefore to be 
feared, says the Courier, that the walls of that famous edifice still in embryo, 
cannot this winter resound with the eloquent speeches of our wise legisiators.” 

In reply to the above, the Courier of Oct. 27, 1829 says: 

“‘There is no doubt,’ says the writer of a letter from Donaldson, ‘that 
the State House will be finished in time for the approaching session of the 
Legislature. In fact the two rooms are more than half finished already. There 
are at present between twenty and twenty-five hands employed on the building 
—the assertion of the editcr of the Baton Rouge Gazette,’ that they were all 
dead except one,’ to the contrary notwithstanding. Our town is now quite 
healthy, no case of high bilious fever having occurred since the last September.’ ” 


Ex-GOVERNOR JOHN The marriage of ex-Governor Henry Johnson, in George- 
SON MARRIES town, D. C., to Elizabeth Key, daughter of the late 
: Philip Barton Key, on Oct. 1, 1829, is announced in the 
Courier of Oct. 29, 1829. Governor Johnson was defeated in his race for’ Gos: 
senator this year. 8° 


LAFOURCHE In the Courier of Oct. 29, 1829 we note the advertise- 
ACADEMY ment of the Lafourche Academy, operated by D. Morphy 


and J. A. Fryer, as follows: 

“Lafourche Academy, Donaldsonville. The undersigned respectfully an 
nounce, to their friends and the Public, that having resigned their respective 
seats in the College of Louisiana, they have conjointly opened an Academical 
Institution at Donaldsonville. The system of education includes English, French, 
Spanish, Latin, Greek, Penmanship, Arithmetic, Bookkeeping, Surveying, 

D. Morphy, J. A. Fryer.” 
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STATE HOUSE Favorable news is given the state house project in 
the following from the Courier of Nov. 3, 1829: 
“Donaldson, Oct. 31. 

“The state-house in this village is progressing towards such completion 
as was originally contemplated by the person who undertook to build it. A 
number of ridiculous stories, on this subject, have been going the rounds in 
the public prints. The time is now nearly at hand, when the Representatives 
of the People will see and judge for themselves.” 
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BURGLARY AND A slave-stealer is before the bar, as reported in the 
SLAVE-STEALING following from the Courier of Nov. 9, 1829: 
Donaldson, November 7. 

“On Monday the 2nd inst. the District Court in and for this parish, com- 
menced its sessions—the hon. Charles Bushnell presiding. 

“The grand jury returned true bills against Auguste Gillet and Christo- 
pher Palmer—the former for burglary, the latter for slave stealing. Both trials 
resulted in the conviction of the prisoners. 

“A. Gillet was sentenced to one month’s solitary confinement, and 5 years’ 
hard labour. 

“In thec ase of Palmer the Court awarded a new trial.” 9 





1. Am. State Papers, Pub. Lands, Vol. 5, p. 614. 8 

2. See 8 La. 257; 10 La. 487; 10 La. 484; 14 Ann. 274. Will of W. S. Stansbury, Book of 
Wills “A’’, fo. 87, Ascension parish. 

3. On May 15, 1830 Duhy purchased lot at N.E. corner of intersection of R.R. Ave. and 
Opelousas, and his paper was probably published from there. In 1828 he published volume 
5, Mart. N.S. In 1825 his shop was located at 74 Chartres St. Cotten published 7 Mart. N.S., 
from his shop at 22 Gravier St. 

. This appears to have been an erroneous report. See death of George Bissett Aug. 1, 
1829 herein. 

5. Courier, May 12, 1829. 

6. Also see 1 La. 131 where J. P, Watkins caused Buquet to be placed in stocks “there 
being no adequate jail in the parish.” 

7. Armand Beauvais succeeded him, and served to Jan. 14, 1830, when he, in turn, was 
succeeded by Jacques Dupre, who served to Jan. 31, 1831, when Andre Bienvenue Roman be- 
came governor. 


8. It is said she was related to Francis Scott Key, author of the Star-Spangled Banner. 
9. See 8 Ann. 52. , 
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STATE CAPITOL AT DONALDSON 


DONALDSON BE- Louisiana’s capitol has been removed from New Or- 
COMES STATE eans—its location for over a century—to the village 
CAPITOL of Donaldson, far removed from the “seat of faction 


and intrigue,” mentioned by Governor Claiborne in his 
letter to James Madison of Mar. 14, 1808. 

The second session of the ninth Legislature convened in Donaldson on Jan. 
4, 1830, with Armand Beauvais, as Acting-Governor. Andre Bienvenue Roman of 
St. James is speaker of the House, while Isaac A. Smith is president of the 
Senate. Donaldson contains 492 inhabitants, of whom only 261 are whites. As- 
cension’s population numbers 5426, distributed as follows: whites, 1725; free 
colored, 134, and slaves, 3567. New Orleans is the home of 46,310 souls, while 
215,739 live in Louisiana. 

A painful duty was performed by the Baton Rouge Gazette of Jan. 2, 1830, 
in announcing: 

“Our Legislature will meet at Donaldson on Monday next, but it appears 
doubtful whether they will stay there; all those who have visited the new State 
House agree in saying that it is far from being ready to receive conveniently 
our Legislature. Where will they adjourn to? That is the question!” 

“We are indebted to the politeness of one of our friends who arrived the 
night before last (Jan. 7) from Donaldsonville, for a correct copy of the Gov- 
ernor’s message, which we this day publish,” says the Courier of Jan. 9, 1830. 





SENATE MEETS IN Also, in its issue of Jan. 9, 1830, the Courier reports: 
TAVERN, HOUSE IN “We have received the following intelligence from 
COURT ROOM: Donaldsonville. 

“On Monday last the two Houses formed a quorum, 
The Senate met in a Tavern, and the House of Representatives in the Court 
room of the parish of Ascension. After having inspected the Government palace, 
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the two Houses were of opinion that it could not be received, and determined 

not to sit there, but Mr. Peytavin, the undertaker of the building, having agreed 
not to-consider the occupation of it by the General Assembly, as a taking pos- 
‘session, they met on Wednesday in the rooms respectively assigned to each 
House. 

“The Senate chose Mr. Moreau Lislet as their president pro tempore, and 
adopted a resolution declaring that the functions of Governor devolved on the 
President annually elected by them. That resolution having been sent to the 
House of Representatives, was rejected by that body—so that the question is 
more undecided than ever. The following appointments were made: Mr. C. W. 
Duhy, Editor of the Creole, was appointed State Printer, 1 Messrs. M. Cruzat 
and Hyams, Translators, and Messrs. Ogden, Laroche and Bellevue, enrolling 
clerks of the Senate; Mr. Albert De Armas enrolling clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. On Thursday the two Houses adjourned until Monday next.” 

The Baton Rouge Gazette, Jan. 9, 1830, comments: 

“Agreeably to present prospects, the law establishing the seat of Govern- 
ment at Donaldsonville will be repealed this year. The Legislature at this 
moment occupies the State House merely as tenant, the committee appointed to 
examine the building having refused to receive it. Besides which Donaldson- 
ville cannot afford the necessary accomodations for the Executive and Legisla- 
tive departments,...” 

On Jan. 12, 1830, the following resolution was offered by Messrs. Hamilton 
and Lawrence: 

“That the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives be authorized to adjourn their respective houses, till Monday the 18th of the 
present month, and that on said day the executive and legislative branches of 
the state do convene a the town of Baton Rouge....to sit during the remainder 
of the present session.’ 

Whereupon, the Baton Rouge Gazette, on Jan. 16, 1830, observes that “The 
great question of the Seat of Government will commence on Monday next.” 
But the fate of this resolution is reported in the following from the Courier 
of Jan. 20, 1830: 

“We learn by a friend from Donaldsonville, that a bill for the removal 
of the seat of government to Baton Rouge was rejected yesterday, in the House 
of Representatives, by a very large majority.” 


THE MAIL’S DELAY The Courier of Feb. 4, 1830, complains: 

“The western mail which arrived this morning brought 
us a Donaldsonville paper of the 12th and a letter from the same place of the 
13th of January last! It must be confessed that the mail has not traveled with 
the same rapidity as the express that brought us the President’s message.” 


THE STATE HOUSE Reports to the effect that the state house has been 
destroyed by fire have gained circulation, but the 

Baton Rouge Gazette of Feb. 13, 1830 makes the following correction: 
“Persons always ready to exaggerate accidents have spread a report here 
that the Government-House at Donaldsonville was burnt down.—We have how- 
“ever since learned that only 6 feet square of the flooring planks had been 
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burnt around the stove—In fact we are told that the stove must be made red 
hot to render the hall even comfortable.” 

Another resolution has been sent into the hopper, as is reported by the 
Baton Rouge Gazette of Feb. 27, 1830: 

“In the House of Representatives, on the 19th, M. Justin Bossier presented 
a resolution for the transfer of the Seat of Government to the city of New 
Orleans.—There were 26 members present; 13 voted in favor of the resolution 
and 13 against. The Speaker (Andre Bienvenu Roman) gave his casting vote 
against the adoption.” 

The committee appointed to examine the new state house reported un- 
favorably, as is told by the Baton Rouge Gazette of March 13, 1830 as follows: 

“Senate—February 26, (1830). 

“Mr. Thomas, of Baton Rouge called for the report of the committee ap- 
pointed to examine the state house and the contract entered into for building it. ° 

“The committee reported that, after having examined the contract entered 
into with Mr. (Antoine) Peytavin and the work done upon the building, they 
believed the contract had not been complied with on the part of the under- 
taker, and submitted to the consideration of the Legislature the following reso- 
lution. 

“Resolved, That the district attorney of the second district be and he is 
hereby instructed to institute a suit against such person or persons as in his 
opinion may have rendered themselves liable in damages or otherwise to the 
State, under the law for building a State House at Donaldsonville, or under any 
contract which may have been made in relation therto.” 

In the Courier of March 13, 1830 we observe a “notice” signed by Jacques 
Dupre, governor, at Donaldson. 2 

Instructions to store furniture are, in effect, a threat to vacate. By Act of 
Mar. 16, 1830, p. 30, it is provided: 

“That the furniture and other effects belonging to the two houses, and 
offices of the governor and secretary of state, be stored on such terms as they 
may deem.most advantageous.” 

On Mar. 16, 1830 the Legislature adopted a resolution providing: 

“That the district attorney of the second district be and he is hereby in- 
structed to institute a suit against the commissioners appointed to contract for 
and superintend the erection of a state house at Donaldsonville, for the recovery 
of such sums of money as they may have received from the treasury of the 
state, in conformity to the provisions of an Act approved Feb. 19, 1825, and 
which sum has not been expended in the manner directed by said act.” 


SENATOR DAVID A. David A. Randall is presently senator from Acadia 
RANDALL county. The Gazette of Mar. 13, 1830 announces that 
he is a candidate for governor. 


A VOTER SPEAKS A communication signed by “A Free Voter,” appears 
in the Courier of May 27, 1830, wherein the writer 
States: 


“ .,.that gentlemen who fill lucrative offices and whose services are daily 
allow 
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us to send them to Donaldsonville, under the pretense that we shall be well 
represented by them in the General Assembly of the state.” 


ELECTIONS At the election held in July , 1830, Ascension voted: 

For governor—Randall, 133; Roman, 21; Beauvais, 19; 
Hamilton, 1—Total 174. 3 In the state the returns were: Roman, 3638; Hamilton, 
2701; Beauvais, 1478; Randall, 465. “Trasimon Landry, Esq. elected Represen- 
tative without opposition,” says the Courier of July 8, 1830. 


DISEASE In its issue of July 6, 1830, the Courier states: 

“We regret to learn, says a late Alexandria Gazette, 
that disease has already begun its ravages among the strangers at Donaldson- 
ville-—Gazette.” . 


LIGHTNING STRIKES Lightning struck our local bank a few days ago, as 
BANK reported in the Baton Rouge Gazette of July 31, 1830, 
as follows: 

“Donaldsonville, July 24, (1830). The house in which the Bank of Louisiana 
keeps its office of discount and deposit in this village, was struck by lightning 
about 10 o’clock in the night of Saturday the 17th instant. The chimney was 
shattered to pieces, and many panes of glass broken; the furniture was also 
injured; the family, however, escaped unhurt.—Creole.” 


STATE HOUSE In order to provide a comfortable place for the Legis- 
lature, a mass meeting was held on Sept. 23, 1830, an 
account of which, (quoting from the Lafourche Gazette of Sept. 25, 1830,) is 
taken from the Baton Rouge Gazette of Oct. 9, 1830, as follows: 
“Nonaldson, Sept. 23, (1830). 

“At a meeting of the citizens of the parish of Ascension, holden at the 
Court house in the town of Donaldson, on Thursday, the 23rd day of Septmber, 
1830—called for the purpose of taking into consideration the steps necessary 
to put the State House in a situation to receive the Legislature at its next 
session. 

“The Hon. Edward Duffel was called to the Chair—Thos. C. Nicholls, Esq. 
appointed secretary. On motion of Mr. Trasimon Landry, 

“Ordered, that a committee composed of three members, be appointed to 
ascertain from Mr. Ant. Peytavin what are his intentions respecting the Gov- 
ernment House?—Whether he contemplates making any further reparations 
thereto? and whether, in case he should not be disposed to take any steps pre- 
paratory to the meeting of the Legislature, if he will consent to restore the 
doors, and c. and permit this meeting to make the necessary arrangements for 
the reception of the Legislature, by delivering them possession of the premises. 

“The Chairmen appointed Messrs. Deblicux, Songy Reynaud and Treille, 
of the committee. 

“The committee having waited on Mr. A. Peytavin, returned and made the 
following report, viz: That they had seen Mr. Peytavin, and made to him in 
writing certain propositions, which are herewith submitted, together with his 
answer. 
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“The undersigned, members of a committee appointed by the meeting con- 
voked for considering the means for putting the State House in a condition to 
receive the Legislature next session, have the honor to submit to Mr. Antoine 
Peytavin, the following questions on the part of the meeting: 

“Do you consent to deliver up to the meeting, or any persons it may select, 
the doors, windows, or other articles belonging to said edifice of the State 
House, to be by them in due season put in place and continued in service during 
the next session. 

“Do you promise to put, and leave, the Assembly, or the persons it may 
select, in possession of said edifice, from this day to the end of the next session; 
in order that the necessary preparations may be made to receive the General 
Assembly next session. 

“Do you promise, moreover, not to offer any hindrance to the operations 
of the meeting, or the persons appointed by it, having the aforementioned in 
view. 

“Donaldsonville, September 23, 1830. H. F. Deblieux, H. Treille, Songy Rey- 
naud. I answer affirmatively the above questions. Ant. Peytavin. 

“On motion of Mr. Trasimon Landry, it is ordered that a committee of 
five be appointed to carry into effect the wishes of this meeting. That this 
committee be authorized to receive subscriptions, and to contract for the con- 
templated works. That the roof be covered with canvas, and such other pre- 
parations made as will be justified by the funds collected. The funds to be 
applied, in the first instance, to securing the roof—2dly, in repairing the doors 
—and finally, in laying the floors and repairing the ceiling. 

“The following gentlemen were named on this committee: V. Pujos, F. 
Lefort, Songy Reynaud, Thos. C. Nicholls and Louis Bourdier. Edward Duffel, 
Ch’m., Thos. C. Nicholls, Sec’y.” 

This meeting caused the Baton Rouge Gazette of Oct. 9, 1830 to comment: 

“It will be observed by the proceedings of a meeting held at Donaldsonville, 
copied from the Lafourche Gazette, that the inhabitants of the parish of Ascen- 
sion are determined to retain, if possible, the Legislature amongst them; they 
have taken upon themselves the repairing of the Government House, which 
the undertaker, Mr. Peytavin, has placed entirely under their control.” 














CENSUS. LARGE Interesting figures on the population of Donaldson- 


FAMILIES ville are found in the Courier of Nov. 11, 1830, as fol- 
lows: 


“Census.—It is ascertained by the new census, that the town of Donaldson 
contains 492 inhabitants; of whom 261 are whites, 76 are free persons of color, 
and 155 are slaves. There is in the town a father, under the age of 49 years, 
who had 21 children, 18 of whom are still living. It was not uncommon, In 

making hy census, along the Bayou Lafourche, to meet families of 12 to. 18 
children. 


STATE HOUSE NEWS Gloomy forebodings are found in the following from 
the Courier of Dec. 3, 1830: 
“As the time for the convening of the legislature of this state approaches, 
the question of its locality begins to be much discussed, not in private circles 
only, but in the public prints. The government house at Donaldson was in a 
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ruinous condition, entirely unfit for the accomodation of the legislature; but 
the citizens of that town have taken active measures to have it repaired, in time 
for the opening of the session. There seems to be a general aversion of. the 
fegislature continuing at Donaldson, not only on the part of the public, which 
is interested to know its proceedings at the earliest day, but on the part of the 
members, who are unwilling to forego the better accomodation, and the superior 
facilities of obtaining information or of ascertaining the public will, afforded 
in the metropolis of the state; so that the puble spirited citizens of Donaldson 
are likely to have their ‘labor for their pains’. 

“« ,..Hitherto, there has been no more than a clerical abstract of the jour- 
nals of the two houses published semi-weekly in the state paper; but were its 
sessions held here, our daily papers would doubtless present a daily abstract 
of its proceedings, together with a succinct report of its debates. ...It cannot, 
however, be expected that they will maintain reporters at Donaldson; and 
especially when the state paper is paid for this service, but which it were 
unreasonable to expect that a village print will render,...” 

In its issue of Dec. 14, 1830, the Courier gives us another installment of 
gloomy news, declaring: 

“The papers of this city (New Orleans), with a single exception, unite in 
urging the propriety of the return of the sessions of the legislature here, from 
Donaldson. It is remembered that the paper that is now silent on the subject, 
was one of the first to suggest the measure;...” 

The Creole is presently engaged in a battle of words with the Courier. On 
Dec. 18, 1830 the last-mentioned journal notes: 

“ The State Gazette at Donaldson, instead of invalidating the reasons 
urged in favor of the removal (of the capitol) here, represents the Courier 
as having ‘poured out the phials of its wrath against Donaldson,’ and questioned 
if the article, although it appeared in the editorial column, really belongs to 
the Courier. 

“It is not that we care a button for the rudeness that would intrude into 
the domestic affairs of the Courier, that we notice this impertinence, on the 
part of the State Gazette: it is rather to give that paper, unfair as it has been 
towards us, the opportunity of making the reasons known, more extensively 
than its own sphere, of urging a continuance of the sessions at Donaldson; and 
here they are: 

“We are aware that Mr. De St. Romes (of the Courier) is rich enough to 
disregard the pittance earned by printing at Donaldson, but we insist upon 
it that he has misjudged the dangers to which the republican party—the cause 
of the people—will be exposed, should the legislature return to New Orleans. ... 


The Courier continues: “Here are the ‘phials of wrath’ for you with a 
witness!—and all this is called for by a single suggestion on our part, that this 
city affords better facilities of information, and superior accomodations for 
legislation, to the obscure village of Donaldson! The reasons are quite irrefuta- 
ble; as the State Gazette well knows they have no foundation in fact. For the 
‘republican party,’ read the ‘present state printer,’ and for ‘the cause of the 
people,’ read the ‘hotel keepers at Donaldson, and the article of the State 
Gazette needs no farther correction or reply. ...” 

a! Again, on Dec. 20, 1830, the Courier urges the “superior advantages” of 
New Orleans, as follows: 
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“....As it regards conveniences, Baton Rouge is every way preferable to 
Donaldson; but the superior advantages of the metropolis have at length come 
to be fully appreciated, by the utter destitution of them at the present seat 
of government...” 

AVith reference to the suit against the commissioners, the Courier of Dec. 
27, 1830 reports: ; 

“At the last session of the legislature, a resolution was passed, instruucting 
the district attorney of the second judicial district to institute a suit against 
the commissioners appointed to contract for the erection of the State house at 
Donaldsonville.” This suit was tried before Judge Woodruff of the 8th district, 
and judgment was rendered in favor of the commissioners. 

The Courier of Dec. 30, 1830 sees Donaldson fading out of the picture, say- 
ing: 





“The legislature of this state will meet at Donaldsonville on Monday the 
2nd of January next, when the question will no doubt be raised as to the location 
of the seat of government. It seems to be admitted, even by those who are 
interested in itsremaining at Donaldson, that the legislature will adjourn its 
session to this city, immediately after it shall have organized.” 


1. A copy of the House journal, printed by Duhy, was found at L.S.U. library. 

2. It appears that following the adjournment of the Legislature Dupre maintained his 
office or residence in New Orleans, as his notices, proclamations, etc., through this period are 
dated New Orleans. See M. B. 3, fo. 82, Ascension parish. 

3. Courier, July 9, 1830. 
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| 1831 7 
LAST MEETING The Legislature met at Donaldson for the second and 
IN DONALDSON last time on Monday, January 3, 1831. Men who can- 


not be bought by a good dinner are discussed in the fol- 
lowing from the Courier of Jan. 4, 1831: 

“The legislature of this state convened at Donaldson on Monday: should a 
quorum of the members have been present on that day, the message of Acting- 
Governor Dupre, at the opening of the session, may possibly reach this city to- 
morrow. 

- “The citizens of Baton Rouge have had a public meeting on the subject of in- 
viting the legislature to that town; and the Baton Rouge Gazette, not willing to 
be outdone by the Creole of Donaldson, has made an effort to prejudice the 
country members against this city, and to stir up strife between the metropolis 
and the country generally; thereby hoping no doubt, to prevent a return of the 
legislature to this city, and to secure its presence in that town... To use an 
argument of the Gazette itself, ‘let the parishes send men here who are incapable 
of being bought by a good dinner’... ” 


“OLD CONVENT” “No news from Donaldson as yet,” says the Courier of 
BECOMES STATE Jan. 6, 1831, however, its issue of Jan. 7, 1831, reports: 
HOUSE “State Legislature.—The legislature of this state as- 


sembled at Donaldson, agreeably to the provisions of the 
Constitution , on Monday the 3rd inst. Quorums were present in both Houses: 
in the Senate, Mr. Jacques Dupre was re-elected president, and Mr. Horation Da- 
vis, secretary; in the House, Mr. A. Mouton, of Lafayette, was elected speaker, 
and Mr. Armand Pitot, clerk. 

“The two Houses being organized, proceeded on Piestay to the election of 
governor. (Roman elected). 

“On Thursday the 6th instant, Mr. Robin of Pointe Coupee introduced in the 
House a bill to transfer the seat of government to this city (New Orleans); and 
the rules having been dispensed with in regards to it, it was passed immediately, 
and sent to the Senate, where an amendment was made in favor of Baton Rouge; 
but the House insisting, the bill was finally concurred in by the Senate and ap- 
proved by the Governor; and the Legislature, yesterday adjourned, to meet in 
the old convent in this city on Monday next.” 

- Reporting this brief session of the Legislature, the Baton Rouge Gazette of 
Jan. 8, 1831, reports: 

“State Legislature. The Legislature of this state convened at Donaldson on 
Monday last, A. Mouton, Esq. was elected Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, and Jacques Dupre, President of the Senate. I. A. Smith, Esq. of Feliciana 
was chosen to preside over the deliberations of the Senate until the installation 
of the Governor elect. The nomination by the people of A. B. Roman, Esq. for 
the office of Governor, has been confirmed by a vote of the Legislature; by a 
vote of 59 to 3. No other person being voted for. ... A bill was then passed 
removing the seat of government to New Orleans from and after this day.” 

The Constitution of 1812, under which we now live, provides: “The seat of 
government shall continue to remain at New Orleans, until removed by law.” 

- An ordinary act of the Legislature is sufficient to move the “seat” from place to 
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place. Act No, 1 of 1831, which dealt a severe blow to Donaldson, follows in full: 
“An act to change the seat of government. 
“Section 1. ... That from and after the eighth day of January, 1831, the 
legislature shall hold their sessions in New Orleans. 


“Section 2, ... That it shall be the duty of the sergeants-at-arms and door- 
keepers of both Houses, to cause, under the superintendence of the secretary of 
the Senate and clerk of the House of Representatives, all the archives and furni- 
ture of the two houses, to be forthwith transported to New Orleans.” 


Baton Rouge clamored for the removal from Donaldson, but was bitterly op- 
posed to New Orleans as will be noted from the Baton Rouge Gazette of Jan. 15, 
1831, viz: 

“We have received a copy of the proceedings of the Senate, in relation to 
the removal of the seat of government from Donaldson to New Orleans. At our 
leisure we will place them before the public; when it will be seen who are the 
men more anxious to pass their time at Balls, Theatres, & c. than to do justice 
to their constituents, by honestly, and conscientiously discharging their duty. 
We will show to the peopie of Louisiana, those who are willing the country 
should remain in a staie of vassalage to the city, as odious as it is tyrannical and 
huniihating. ... .°” 

Complying with the foregoing promise, the Baton Rouge Gazette of Jan. 22, 
1831, reports the following proceedings of the Senate of Jan. 5, 1831: 

“A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Pitot, their clerk, re- 
quested the concurrence of the Senate in a bill entitled “An Act to change the 
Seat of Government,” which underwent a first reading. 


“On motion of Mr. Derbigny to dispense with the rules, to take the bill to a 
second reading, the yeas and nays were called for, the result was, for the affirm- 
ative Messrs. Smith, Burthe, Justin Bossier, Placide Bossier, Derbigny, Gilmore, 
Hiriart, Ker, Lacoste, Morgan, Thomas and Weathersbee—13 votes. In the neg- 
ative Messrs. Le Blanc and Randall. The bill was ordered for a second reading. 
On the adoption of the first section, Mr. Randall called for the ayes and nays. 
For the adoption, Messrs. Smith, Burthe, Placide Bossier, Justin Bossier, Chre- 
tien, Derbigny, Hiriart, Lacoste, Morgan and Thomas—i0 votes. Against the 
adoption, Messrs. Gilmore, Ker, Le Blanc, Randall and Weathersbee — 3 voles. 
The second section was read and adopted. Mr. Hiriart introduced the following 
as an additional section to be numbered the third. 

“That be and they are hereby appointed commissioners, 
at whose disposal the sum of ————--———————- dollars be immediately placed 
for the purpose of erecting and furnishing previous to the Ist of January, 1835, 
a State House with other suitable buildings for the departmental affairs of the 
government, in the town of Baton Rouge, in the parish of Baton Rouge, at which 
time the Seat of Government shall be and is hereby transferred to and fixed per- 
manently at said town of Baton Rouge. 

“Mr. Hiriart proposed to fill the first blank with the following names, Vi2: 
... to which the Senate agreed. On motion of Mr. Hiriart the 2nd blank was 
filled with the sum of $20,000. 

“The ayes and nays were called for and gave the following result: For the 
adoption of the 3rd section, Messrs. Smith, Placide Bossier, Hiriart, Gilmore, Le 

- Blanc, Morgan, Weathersbee, Randall—s votes. Against the adoption, Justin Bos- 
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sier, Burthe, Chretien, Derbigny, Ker, Lacoste and Thomas—7 votes. The sec- 
tion was adopted. | 

“On motion of Mr. Hiriart, the rules were dispensed with and the bill passed 
to its third reading. On the adoption of the bill the ayes and nays were called 
for, and gave the following result: For the adoption, Messrs. Smith, Burthe, Jus- 
tin Bossier, Placide Bossier, Hiriart, Gilmore, Lacoste, Le Blane, Weathershee, 
Morgan, Thomas, Chretien—13 votes. Against it, Derbigny, Ker—2 votes. On 
motion the senate adjourned to half past four. 

“Half past 4 o’clock P. M. The Senate met ¢greeably to adjournment. Mr. 
Hiriart moved for the reconsideration of the bill entitled “An Act to change the 
Seat of Government.” The first and second sections were read and adopted. Mr. 
Hiriart proposed to the third section (to add) the following amendment, on 
their warrant out of funds not otherwise appropriated. Mr. Hiriart withdrew 
his motion for amendment. 

“Mr. Ker proposed to amend the 3rd section by striking out all from the en- 
acting clause, and substituting the following amendment: That at the next gen- 
eral election the voters shall besides voting for representatives, designate on 
their tickets what places they may choose for the location of the Seat of Govern- 
ment. Mr. Morgan proposed to insert after the words designate, the names of 
New Orleans or Baton Rouge. On Mr. Morgan’s amendment the ayes and nayes 
were called for. For the amendment Messrs. Morgan, Thomas and Weathersbee 
—3 votes. In the negative, Messrs. Smith, Burthe, Justin Bossier, Placide Bos- 
sier, Chretien, Derbigny, Gilmore, Hiriart, Ker, Le Blanc, Lacoste and Randall— 
12 votes. 

“On motion for the adoption of Mr. Ker’s amendment the ayes and nayes 
were called for with the following result. For the adoption, Messrs. Burthe, J. 
Bossier, Chretien, Derbigny, Ker, Lacoste and Thomas—7 votes. Against the 
adoption, Messrs. Smith, P. Bossier, Gilmore, Hiriart, Le Blanc, Morgan, Randall, 
Weathersbee—8 votes. | 

“Mr. Hiriart proposed a fourth section, viz: 

“Section Be it & c., That the commission aforesaid be and they are here- 
by authorized to receive donation of lots on which to erect a State House in the 
town of Baton Rouge, and to receive such subscriptions as may be offered by in- 
dividuals residing in Baton Rouge or the neighborhood. This amendment was 
adopted. On the question for the adoption of the bill it was carried. 


“Resolved that the concurrence of the House be requested in the amendment 
made in said bill.” 











HOUSE “STANDS PAT” A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Pi- 
AND REJECTS SENATE tot, their clerk, informed the Senate they had rejected 
AMENDMENT the amendment made by the Senate to the bill entitled 
| “An Act to remove the Seat of Government.” . 

“On motion of Mr. Hiriart that. the Senate insists on their amendment, the 
ayes and nayes were called for and gave the following results: For insisting, 
Messrs. Smith, Gilmore, Hiriart, Le Blanc, Randall—five votes; Against it, Messrs. 
Burthe, Justin Bossier, Placide Bossier, Chretien, Derbigny, Ker, Lacoste, Mor- 
gan, Thomas, Weathersbee—ten votes. 

“Resolved that the House of Representatives be informed accordingly. 

“On motion, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow at 9 A. M.” 
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NEW ORLEANS New Orleans is now the home of the Legislature. Du- 
NOW SEAT OF pre was succeeded by Andre Bienvenue Roman on Jan. 
GOVERNMENT 30, 1831. Donaldson is trying to reconcile itself to its 


fate. Trasimon Landry resigns in disgust as is told by 
the Baton Rouge Gazette of Feb. 26, 1831, in the following: 

“Mr. Trasimon Landry, Esq. has resigned his seat in the Legislature, as Rep- 
resentative of the parish of Ascension. It appears he retires disgusted with the 
proceedings of that body, respecting the removal of the seat of government from 
Donaldson to New Orleans—a measure due no doubt to city influence and in- 
trigue. The Baton Rouge and Lafourche Gazettes are much enraged about the 
changé, and threaten to make developments, and expose the wire workers of this 
allan. fe 


AFTER THE STORM It will be recalled that a meeting of citizens was held 
at the court house of Ascension on Sept. 23, 1830, and 
that at this meeting the following were named a committee to solicit contribu- 
tions to put the state house in order: Edward Duffel, Thos. C. Nicholls, Trasi- 
mon Landry, H. F. Deblieux, Hubert Treille and Songy Reynaud. The Legislature 
having departed the contributors to this fund felt aggrieved. To reimburse them 
the Legislature enacted Act 33 of 1831, p. 32, approved March 22, 1831, as follows: 
“An Act for the relief of certain inhabitants of the town of Donaldsonville 
and its neighborhood. 

“Section 1. ... That the sum of $1832.87 is hereby appropriated for the pay- 
ment of the expense incurred by several of the inhabitants of the town of Don- 
aldsonville and its neighborhood, for repairing a certain building commonly 
called the State House, in the said town, with a view to preparing the same for 
the reception of the General Assembly during their present session; and that this 
sum be paid by the State Treasurer, out of any moneys belonging to the state in 
his possession, and not otherwise appropriated, unto F. Lefort, Victor Pujos, 
Songy Reynaud and Thomas C. Nicholls, the committee under whose direction 
the said repairs were made, or to any three of said committee, on their warrant; 
by whom the said money shall be paid over to the persons respectfully, who may 
have contributed the same for the purposes aforesaid.” 


HOAR B. TRIST Hoar B. Trist of Ascension has been appointed survey- 
or-general of Louisiana, and George B. Crozier 1s now 
(March, 1831) clerk of court. 


WM. S. STANSBURY The Stansbury property is advertised for sale in the 
Courier of Mar. 25, 1831, as follows: 

“The subscribers offer for sale... the valuable plantation owned by the late 
Wm. S. Stansbury, in the parish of Ascension, about 75 miles above the city, con- 
taining 22 arpents front on the Mississippi, and a depth of 36 arpents on the low- 
er and 28 arpents on the upperline ... Forstall & Co.” 1 


LEGISLATURE The Courier, in advocating the return of the seat of 
WORKETH NOT government to New Orleans, argued strenously that it 


could thereby accomplish so much more. Ilowever, 
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that journal on Mar, 26, 1831, remarks: “The legislature has been in session 3 
months. The business might have been done in three weeks.” 


DUHY MARRIES Chas. W. Duhy, local newspaper man, has embarked on 

the matrimonial seas, as is announced in the following 
from the Courier of Nov. 22, 1831: “Married, yesterday morning, by the rever- 
end James F. Hull, Charles W. Duhy, esq., of Lafourche, to Miss Elvira Ann Har- 
rison, of this city.” 


OFF TO EUROPE \ 
Baptiste Bernard, broker of Donaldson, announces in 
the Courier of Nov. 24, 1831, that he intends leaving on 
a tour of Europe shortly. 


SCHOOLS A brief description of the public school in Donaldson at 
this time is contained in the deposition of Aime Ber- 
cegeay, 33 Ann. 562, as follows: 

“In 1831 there was a public school in Donaldsonville; this school was kept 
on the square bounded by Cabahanosse, Opelousas and Attakapas streets, and the 
public square. The only building on the square at that time was the building 
‘used for school purposes; the whole square was inclosed by a fence; the public 
school was kept there in 1831, and long before. The school building in 1831 ap- 
peared old; the building on the square mentioned was continuously used as a 
public school up to the beginning of the war in 1861. During that time, the prop- 
erty was never used for any other purpose than for keeping a public school. The 
whole property above described was always known, during the time I lived in 
this parish, as “The College.” I taught school there from 1840 to 1842; I never 
knew of any other public school in Donaldsonville from 1831 to 1860.” 

In the same case, August Bercegeay deposes: 

“IT have known the tract of land fronting on the public square in Donaldson- 
ville and embraced between Opelousas, Attakapas and Cabahanosse streets, since 
I came to Donaldsonville. On this land there were, when I came to Donaldson- 
ville in 1838, a main building which was used as a public school and as a resi- 
dence for the teacher, and a small building used as a kitchen, near the main build- 
ing; there was also an enclosure around the entire square or tract, made of pic- 
kets. In the main building just referred to, a public school was kept from 1838 
to 1861; I do not know how long before 1838 the public shcool had been kept 
there; I taught in the public school there from about 1851 to 1861; John F. Ay- 
raud taught the public school there in 1838; after that Mr. Vidal kept the school.” 
(33 Ann. 562). 


MAILS We are about to obtain a mail route on the west bank 

of the Mississippi, between Baton Rouge and Donaldson, 

as is announced in the following from the Baton Rouge Gazette of Dec. 31, 1831: 

“Proposals, ... will be received at this office for transporting the mail on 

horseback from this place to Donaldson on the west bank of the Mississippi, 
twice a week. Stee 


1. For will of W. S. Stansbury, sce Book of Wills “A,” fo. 87, Ascension. 
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“BETSY” LEAVES J. V. Pujos of Donaldsonyille, advertises in the Courier 
of Jan. 6, 1832, that he will pay a reward of Te for the 
recovery of his slave, “Betsy.” 


MAILS| A complaint is made by the Lafourche Gazette, causing 
the Courier of Jan. 7, 1832, to comment: 

“Our friend, the Editor of the Lafourche Gazette, at Donaldsonville, com- 
plains of the non-receipt of our paper, particularly.—To this, we answer, that 
it is regularly sent, suitably envellopped. There must be some mistake in the 
Post office at that place, to which, we recommend his immediate attention.” 


JACKSON The Courier of Jan. 12, 1832, notes that at a convention 
CONVENTION of Jackson men held on Jan. 11, 1832, Trasimon Landry 


was selected as a candidate for presidential elector from 
the third district; David A. Randall, substitute. 





RANDALL RESIGNS, Trasimon Landry is promoted by his people, as is re- 
LANDRY ELECTED ported in the Courier of Jan. 21, 1832, as follows: “Tra- 

simon Landry, Esq. has been elected to the Senate from 
the county of Acadia, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Da- 
vid A. Randall, Esq.” | 


CROPS Crop conditions in Ascension are discussed in the fol- 
lowing from the Courier of June 21, 1832: 

“The prospect of the Planters in this neighborhood, says the Donaldsonville 
Gazette, were never more dissatisfactory. The Sugar Cane, on many plantations, 
looks like Eastern-Shore Corn that tassels when knee high—in some places, the 
discouraged planter has suffered the weeds to hide it. ...” 


ELECTIONS Ascension returns from the election recently held are 
found in the Courier of July 7, 1832, and are as follows: 
County of Acadia—Senator—Nicholas, 334 (elected); Randall, 136. 
“St. James—Senate: Robert Carter Nicholas, 258; David A. Randall, 41. 
“Ascension—Representative: J. C. Nicholas, 109 (elected); D. Tusson, 69; 
Lassalles, 18.” 
j Thus we find Robert Carter Nicholas elected senator, and J. C. Nicholas, 
representative from Ascension. 


POST ROADS By Act of Congress, approved May 15, 1832, the follow- 

ing is designated a post road: “From Point Coupee court 
house, down the west side of the river, passing West Baton Rouge court-house, 
and Iberville court-house, to Donaldson.” 


COLD PLAGUE The Donaldsonville Gazette, quoted by the Courier of 
Aug. 10, 1832, says: 

“We have conversed with an snhaathant of the parish of Assumption, who 

declared that in his neighborhood (22 miles from this) a disease was prev: alent, 

which generally proved fatal after 3 or 4 days duration. They called it the Cold 
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Plague, from the icy coldness which seizes on the arms and legs in a few hours . 
after the first attack—Donaldsonville Gazette.” 





FATHER PICHITOLI Father Joseph Pichitoli is now (Nov. 2, 1832) priest in 
charge of the Catholic church at Donaldsonville, 1 


ELECTIONS On the first Monday of Nov., 1832, Ascension voted for 
President of the United States: Jackson, 117; Clay, 17. 2 
In 1828 the Ascension vote was: Jackson, 106; Clay, 107. 3 


LOUIS COLOMB The sugar house of Louis Colomb has been destroyed by 
fire, as is reported in the following from the Courier 
of Nov. 30, 1832: 

“One of the boats which arrived last night, reports that the sugar house of 
Mr. L. Colomb, situated about two miles below Donaldsonville, took fire on the 
$6th inst. by a spark from the chimney, which resuited in a loss of the building 
and 120 hhds. sugar which it contained at the time.—Bulletin.” 4 


CROPS Ascension crop news is found in the Courier of Dec. 12, 
1832, as follows: 
“The sugar crops in this neighborhood, (says the Lafourche Gazette of the 
8th inst.) are generally estimated at about half the quantity made in favorable 
seasons...” 


1. See interesting will of Father Pichitoli, dated Nov. 2, 1832, Book of Wills “A,” fo. 96, 
Ascension parish. He was buried in the Landry tomb, Catholic cemetery, Donaldsonville, in 
an upright Position in accordance with his dying request. See “In the Shadow of the Cross,” 
Chief, Nov. 7, 1885, herein. 

2. Courier, Nov. 12, 1832. 

3. Courier, Nov. 28, 1832. 

4. This was the Bocage sugar house. For Colomb’s wll see Book of Wills “A,” fo. 93, Ascen- 
sion. Also 41 Ann. 560, 960 
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OFFICIALS In January, 1833, Hubert Treille and Adolphe Seghers 1 
were appointed sheriff and district attorney, respec- 
tively. 


BANKS ‘A letter signed “Lafourche,” appears in the Courier of 
Jan. 30, 1833, in which the writer says: 
“The country interests require that ... instead of branches (of the Louisiana 
State Bank) with a small capital, let them establish a branch at Donaldsonville 
with a capital of one million;...” 


THE “REAPER” An article appearing in the Courier of Mar. 28, 1833 
SINKS informs us: f 
“The steamer Reaper, Capt. Harrison, which left here 
for Pittsburg on Tuesday evening, was snagged about 8 o’clock last night near 
Lafourche, and sunk instantaneously. We have understood from one of the 
passengers, that nothing was saved, and that several lives were lost.” 


DONATION OF Ascension parish becomes the donee of the celebrated 
STATE HOUSE state house property by virtue of the passage of Act 
of Mar. 30, 1833, p. 100, which Act provides: 

“That all the right, title and interest of the state in the property situated 
in the town of Donaldsonville, and known as the Government House, be, and 
the same is hereby granted to the police jury of the parish of Ascension, to be 
used forever by them as a seminary of learning; and that the state relinquish 
all claims against Antoine Peytavin for any transaction he may have had in rela- 
tion to the said building; he, the said Peytavin having first deposited with 
the treasurer of the state a declaration of relinquishment of all claim on his 
part against the state in relation to the same building; any laws or parts of 
laws to the contrary notwithstanding.” 2 


NEWSPAPER Newspaper, as advertising mediums, can be dispensed 
with. By Act of Mar. 30, 1833, p. 103, it is provided: 
“That all laws in force, requiring the publication in the newspapers of 
Donaldsonville, of the notices required by law, and others of any kind, be and 
- are hereby repealed.” 3 


MAILS Prospects for thrice a week mail \service between 
Opelousas and Donaldson are good. The Courier of 
March 25, 1833 remarks: 

“We understand that the Post Master General has written to M. Beasley, 
the mail contractor, to know what would be the additional expense for trans- 
porting the mail three times instead of twice a week from Donaldsonville to 
Opelousas. The contractor has answered the inquiry, and there can be net 
little doubt, but that we shall have three mails per week in lieu of two... 


BANKS Messrs. Trasimon Landry, Richard Bond 4 and ROSES 
mond Braud were appointed by Act of Apr. 1, 1833, p. 
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194, to solicit subscriptions, in this parish, to stock in the Citizens bank of 
New Orleans. 
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ERPWARD DUFFEL, JR. We find, in the Courier of Apr. 26, 1833, the following: 
GRADUATES “University of Pennsylvania.—At a public commence- 

ment, held in the hall of the Musical Fund Society, 
March 28, the following gentlemen, among others, had the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine conferred on them...Of Louisiana: Edward Duffei, jr. ...” 


PUBLISHER’S The Angel of Death, on July 23, 1833, visited the home 
DAUGHTER DIES of the editor of the Gazette, as is announced in the 
Courier of Aug. 13, 1833: 
“Died, on the 23rd ultimo, at Donaldsonviile, (La.) after a short and pain- 
ful illness, Glorvina Harrison, aged 8 months, daugther of Chs. W. Duby, esaqr., 
editor of the Donaldsonville Gazette.” This was Mr. Duhy’s only child. 


S. S. LE BLANC DIES Simon Sylvain Le Blanc, who was born in Baltimore 
on Nov. 15, 1765, died on Apr. 25, 1833. 


QUALIFIED On Nov. 1, 1833, Francis Boze, Francis Lasselle and 
ELECTORS Ferdinand Terrio, as custodians of the lists of voters, 


certify to the following as being qualified electors: 

(A). Pierre Arrieux, James Allen, Pierre Amiraty, pere, Pierre Amiraty, 
fils, Pierre Ayraud, Tian Albares, Pedro Alemand, Tian Acosta, Cyprian Acosta. 
(B). Adlard Babin, Constantin Braud, Anactet Braud, John Brown, Jacques Bel- 
son, Adolphe Bourdier, Robert Bond, Edouard Babin, Louis Bourg, Valery Babin, 
Ursin Bergeron, Jacques C. Barthelemy, Auguste Broussard, Duval Babin, Valery 
Blanchard, Evariste Babin, Simon Theodore Babin, Syphrin Babin, Jean Bevioty, 
Paul Babin, Evariste Babin, David Barry, Nabord Braud, Alexandre Braud, 
Jerome Berthan, Adolphe Braud, Isidore Bonicar, Milien Braud, Joseph Braud, 
Dosite Babin, Pierre Babin, Adelard Braud, Rosemond Braud, Louis Brown, 
Louis Bourdier, Napoleon Bourdier, Joshua B. Bond, Louis Babin, John Bouquoi, 
Hubert Babin, Paul Bourgeois, Joseph Blanchard, Belony Babin, Pierre M. Babin, 
Valentin Babin, Manile Babin, Eugene Babin, Desire Braud, Eusebe M. Babin, 
Vital C. Babin, Jean Ble. Bourgeois, M. Douradou Bringier, Francois Boze, Ursin 
Babin, Pierre Braud, Theodore Brasset, Ambrose Briges, Raimond Braud, Cadet 
Berres. (C). Marcelin Comes, John Conway, Cottman, Jacob Crown, Jean Bte. 
Chaisson, Noel Cosin, Jacques Chauvin, George Crozier, Christophe Colomb, 
Jean Bte. Cling, Joseph Cling, Joseph Caillier, Pierre Caillier, Louis Couver- 
celle, John Comstock, Joseph Cavallero, Hubert Comes, Jean Cravioty, Louis 
Colomb, Manuel Cambre, Celestin Cling, Victor Cherbonnier. (D). LucienDaigre, 
Marcelin Daigre, Paul Dugas, Charles Duhy, Ulger Dugas, Joseph Nlas’ Dugas, 
Edouard Duffel, Jean Denou, Gontran Dannequin, Henry Doyal, Valery Dupuis, 
Duval Daigre, Jerome Dugas, Jacques Daniel, Pierre Dugas, Trasimond Dugas, 
Francois Denou, Ignace Dugas, Jean Dominque, Pierre Duvernay, Harrison 
Doyal, Firmin Duplessis. (E). Arsene Ebert, Joseph Ebert, Jean Bte. Edwine, 
Ursin Ebert. (F). Marchalle Falcon, Joseph Fuentes, John Frazer, Antoine 
Faleon, Francisco Falcon. (G). Joseph Ginsclair, Drozin Gravois, Henry Gaill- 
ard, Joseph Guidry, Hypolite Guilfaux, Emile Gourdeau, Manuel Garcie, fils, 


- Donate Guidry, Jean Bte. Godain, Joseph Gautrau, Antoine Gassin, Valentin 


_ 
—_ 
a ~ 


de ry oh BAS BET WN 


ay 





amod od) betialv REAL £S vint mo deel Yo a af, 0 Ss 
adi at bsosvowne ti es .otiexed gill Yo wtibs of? Yo "asd aaTROUAd 
" C88E £1 guA IO mpiweDd <9 i) ye oe 
-ning bne fidde « tafe (00) slivacebloned, de omitio bits of, ‘no: big” 
vtpes yo .W 29 Yo rodipach ediaom & bege .socitml enivield zesalll fp} 
fits ylog 2ydv@ 1M 2ew 2idT "ettoead ollivnoablaaod edt 1o rottbe 
*” aa 
swintting- mi asod zew odw aad oJ nisviy2 somi2: “sta omate sf 22 
SEBI ZS AqA no bosib ZOtl 3f .ve% ao : 
bre silaernt sionetd ,oso8 zioneyT SC8t £20 nO - GaTThIaugp 
w1aloy io eteil ol? Yo enathboteus 2g ,oitt9T baenibis4t PHOT 
‘eiofoels fafilesp geied 2s palvwollot off. of gtitnes 
ietimA griofl »i19q yotetimé siisid .aollA comet zusivtA arid tah) 
61203A aaligyd «wood pail becmelA oiboF gosmedléA oxtT JuetwyA omsid aif 
“lad zorpoul .rwork mfel bucid tsioandé bunt niine lana) ciel brelbA .(&) 
tidal yisieY ged alyol wis biavobd ,baoll trodoff- riled eiglobA oz 
viele? nie inyuG diimaenes'! oterguA .yosstodPmdl .D 2eupost .novspiedl aia 
‘Coived seal ided niwiqv2 vided, nohoolT nome, nidalh siziievi ,bisdonsid 
buerh erhanxelsA Jaavi tioded armed bivell wide sted idee, lost 
uevd dgezol ward oo m2inod stabiel beet sdqlobA .ediqe& emotst 
“wom ginal busil baomeecofl Dum. bralebA sided emseid snide stisodl 
Jdoupwod adol cided aivoJl be Of) . eudeol sibwvell aosloqe” siiawodl zigad 
aided M eri «sided yrolofl ,biedzaald dqszolziesgiw0ll luo 
idee sive Jumvl stiest! wide onogud wide olinal yiidell abasia¥ 
claw) ,exof glowed oaigainil vobuwod 1 glooywoll off anal pent year ret ya 
faba) Bue boonies soni sxoulmA Joazet!l 
8 aeel awe dooet .cortiod aAswaod ndet oa ila. Nie) sored 
Mingicd sriqotehul yreisew) ogi  nivuedD esupost 
-w7Hod vival rsllikeD ori villicd dqoeol gail Agoeol 2 
‘tual .giaivear) nost @smoD tisdull ,orsliav7eD Adaqseol a press 
AmteUnsioutl (1) sinnodted) wii¥ nail) aitesteD sade i 
eegull @nf% dqorol aepod toy) .ydud eolredd eeged ine" “pT 
éinqud ley doyod ytnestt .ninpoaned nein (woaed | Bot fy 

























nogiteh SS aainetl ori sepeimed nel 
SHiwha ST neat red Aqwot toda 
onioinA ~xevd ndol ~@elasvt deyseot | 

Hind yinell ioves) nixon prem tiqazol 
fil stow) fooarlt wuesbreD slim’ 
nitasiay tized encod wails 


ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA Page One Hundred One 


-_—— — = 
eae ES: 





= 


Gautreau, Alin Gautreau, Eugene Gautreau, pere, Pierre Guidery, Simon Gau- 
treau, Rapheal Gautreau, Tian Gravois, Edouard Godain, Jean Guilfaux, Augustin 
Guilfaux, Francis Guilfaux, Antoine Gomes, Joseph Gonzales, Wade Guilbert, 
Eugene Gregoire, Francis Godain, Seraphin Godain, Jean Louis Gautreau, Elien 
Gautreau, Paul Grenon, fils, Pierre Guidery, Joseph Gonzales, Andrew Gingrey. 
(H). William Hatkinson, Hyams, Berthole Hernandez, Pierre Hache, Ramon 
Hidalgo, Joseph Hernandez, Theodore Hamilton, M. H. Hyams, Antoine Hernan- 
dez, Pepe Hidalgo, Hatkinson, Henry Howard, Oscar Hamilton, Hebert (see 
Ebert). (K). Kling, see “Cling”, Godefroy Kiern, Geirge Kenner. (L). Edouard 
Le Blanc, Eugene Lacroix, Jean Louis Laurente, Paul Langlaid, Etienne Lusig- 
non, Pierre Labarthe, Augustin Lavigne, Pascal Lambert, Breville Le Blanc, 
Leon Lessard, Ursin Le Boeuf, Narcisse Landry, Gidion Landry, Paul Oneziine 
Landry, Desire Le Blanc, Valery Le Blanc, Joseph Le Blanc, Simon Nlas Landry, 
Firmin Landry, Camille Landry, Eloy Landry, Onezime Landry, Leon Le Blanc, — 
Joseph Le Blanc, Pierre Paul Landry, Francois Lefort, Oscar P. Lee, Jean Bte. 
Landry, Jean Bte. Letorey, Lessin Le Blanc, Narcisse Le Blanc, Valery Landry, 
Trasimon Landry, Victor Landry, Donat Landry, Amadeo Landry, Marcelin Le 
Blanc, Auguste Landry, Jean Bte. Lessard, Auguste Landry, Hypte. Landry, 
Simonet Landry, Placide Le Blanc, Alexandre Landry, fils, Simon Lanoux, 
Muriel Le Blanc, Louis Laroque-Turgeau, Faron Le Blanc, Julien Landry, W. 
Raphael Landry, Simon Lanoux, Jourdain Lanoux, Roman Lanoux, Andre Le 
Blanc, pere, Simon Lanoux, Pierre Leseuret, Dernon Le Blanc, Michel Lambert, 
Francois Lasselle, Evarisie Le Blanc, Augustin Lanous, Dominique Lanoux, 
Francois Laville. (M). Francois Mollere, Louis Mollere, Jean Pierre Monroux, 
Charles Maurin, Toulouse Mauvane, Antoine Medina, Florantin Michel, Victor 
Mury, Tussin Melancon, Louis Melancon, Belony Myre, Cyprien Mollere, Philip 
Minor, Jean Bte. Mollere, Marcel Melancon, Victor Maurin, Edmond Melancon, 
Antoine Miliano, Ramon Montezino, Francois Michel, Auguste Migan, Henry 
Mc Call, Neuville Melancon, Jean Bte. Marchand, Edouard Moore, Joseph Migan. 
(N). Thomas C. Nicholls, Peter Norwood. (O). Edouard O’Brien, Berthole Ours, 
Miguel Oours, Jean Ours. (P). Antoine Peytavin, Hypolite Paloc, Ortere Parez, 
Joseph Pujin, Poursine, William Poursine, Edmund Poursine, John Penny, Nicho- 
las Parker, Victor Pujos, Robert Palfrey, Simon Pinel, Joseph Picou, Joseph 
Poursine, Amade Poursine, F. M. Prevost, Jean Louis Picou, Edouard Parain. 
(R). Augustin Richard, Righter, Tian Rodriguez, David A. Randall, Noel Richard, 
Songy Reynaud, Thomas Riordan, Mathias Rodrigue, William Randall, G. Rock. 
(S). Jacques Savournin, Clement Samson, Manuel Soires, Ulger Senet, Hammon 
Stansbury, Joseph St. Martin, Robert Scott, Adolphe Seghers, Strong, Joseph 
Savoie. (T).Theodore Tureau, Henry John Tilstey, Sylver Tenct, Godefrey 
Toutelet, Jean Bte. Tusson, Romanty Telotson, Ferdinand Terrio, Hubert Treille, 
Joseph Toutelet, Brown Traste, Shubal Telitson. (V). Gilbert Vincent, Antoine 
Vives, Jules Vives, Symphrosin Verret, Adolphe Vives, Norbert Villeneuve. 
(W). G. William Watson, G. Watkins, Frederick Wagner, Gabricl Winter. 

The following had near relatives who were taxpayers, and these also were 
qualified electors: Simonet Gravois, Antoine Guilfaux, John O’Brien, Hypolite 
Moulard, Ignace Baredere, Jean Milano, Jean Romero, Joseph Cavaillere, Manuel 
Louis, Francis Hidalgo, Manuel Fuentes, Francois Babin, Leon Babin, Jean 
Bte. Picou, Simon Leufroy Babin, Gilbert Landry, Valere Landry, Isidore Lan- 
dry, Jules Landry, Charles Guidry. 
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CROPS The Courier of Nov. 28, 1833 reports: 


“We learn from the Republican Eagle, published at 
Donaldsonville, that the sugar crop in that quarter, at first so promising, is 


>> 


threatened to be in a great measure destroyed by the severity of the weather... .” 








Rye nn | 





1. Adolphe Seghers, born, Brussels, Apr. 6, 1802; came to America, 1807; served as district 
atty. to date of his death, Dec. 26, 1837: married, June 26, 1832, Elizabeth Duffel daughter of 
Edward Duffel and Celeste Landry, widow Vives. Adolphe Seghers was son of Dominique 
Seghers. New Orleans atty. of 1823, who also came from Belgiym. 

2. For reversal of judgment against Peytavin, see 7 Mart. N.S. 165. 

3. There was a newspaper published here at that time. 

4. Richard Bond married Virginie Colomb. 
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1834 
THOMAS C. The Louisiana Advertiser of Jan. 1, 1834, contains an 
NICHOLLS announcement of Thos. C. Nicholls as a candidate for 


Congress, first district. 


HENRY M. HAGANS In its issue of Jan. 13, 1834, the Louisiana Advertiser 
WEDS 3 announces: 

“Married, on Thursday evening last, the 9th inst. by 
the Rev. Mr. Fox, Mr. Henry M. Hagans of Donaldsonville, La. to Miss Laura 
Matilda, daughter of the late Dr. Isaac A. Smith of St. Francisville.” 


EDITOR APOLOGIZES For speaking lightly of the local military organiza- 
tions, the editor is sorry, and he so expresses himself ° 
in the Courier of Jan. 17, 1834, as follows: 

“Retraction of the Editor of the Republican Eagle—TI, the only editor of 
the Republican Eagle, published at Donaldsonville, do declare that the article 
inserted in my number of the 11th of this month, was not published with an 
intention of insulting the company of Carabiniers of Ascension, which I des- 
ignated by the appellation of Chasseurs, and that I regret deeply that I have 
ever spoken thus lightly of those gentlemen and their standard; I hope, there- 
fore, that the Carabiniers & Chasseurs will receive this apology, which they 
are permitted to use as they may think fit. Donaldsonville, Jan. 13, 1834. J. J. 
Regnard, Editor.” 


NEW RIVER With a view towards draining the lands of the eastern 
DRAINAGE portion of the parish of Iberville 1, the Legislature 


enacted Act of Feb. 26, 1834, p. 50, as follows: 

“That an election be held at the home fo Barthelemy Ramoin, under the 
precedence of L. Meunier, justice of the peace, for the purpose of electing five 
commissioners to drain the lands of the eastern portion of the parish of Iber- 
ville,” their duty being “to cause the Bayou Braud to be deepened and cleared 
from its source to the Spanish Lake (Lac Espagnol), and to cause a canal to 
be made in the most convenient place, in order that the waters-of said Spanish 
Lake (Lac Espagnol) may run into Bayou Manchac, a tax in proportion to 
the state tax being levied.” 

RANDALL, MC CALL, David A. Randall, Henry Mc Call, Trasimon Landry, 
LANDRY Narcisse Landry et als, acting under the authority 

conferred by Act of Mar. 6, 1834, p. 91, organized the 
Planters’ Sugar Refining Co., with a capital stock of 1000 shares at a par value 
of $100 each. Subscription books were opened in the court houses of various 
parishes. In Ascension the stock subscription books are in charge of Laroque 
Turgeau, Songy Reynaud and J. H. Isley. The depository is the local branch 
of the Louisiana bank. 


POLLING PRECINCTS Four polling places in the parish of Ascension are 

deemed adequate to the needs of the voters. By Act 
of March 10, 1834, the following are designated as voting precincts: 1. At or 
near the residence of the deceased Louis Landry 2; 2, At the court house; 3. 
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At or near the home of Pharoah Roach on New River, and 4. At the plantation 
of Julien Landry. 





JOHNSON YS. Henry Johnson of Ascension has announced as a candi- 
NICHOLLS date for Congress from the first district, thereby put- 


ting two Ascensionites in the race, 3 


THE EAGLE ATTACKS The deportment of General Dawson, now aspiring to 
the governorship is criticized by the Louisiana Adver- 
tiser of July 3, 1834, quoting the Republican Eagle: 

“We received the Republican Eagle, published at Donaldsonville, yesterday. 
It contains several articles, confirmatory of the statement made by the corres- 
pondent of the Reynard (Regnard) Democrat, in relation to General Dawson’s 
conduct in the affair or fight at Iberville, between Messrs. Armitage and Blanch- 
ard. It is, indeed, said to have been much worse than represented in the Dem- 
ocrat. The Eagle also, complains bitterly against his deportment in Donaldson- 
ville.” 

Additional criticism found in the Advertiser of July 4, 1834, as follows: 

“It appears from communications from our correspondents, ....that General 
Dawson’s late visit to... Donaldsonville, ...was rather an injury to him than 
otherwise. The Republican Eagle remarks, that during his visit the people had 
an opportunity of discovering that he was a man of no talent...” 


WHITE CARRIES The White-Dawson election was held in July, 1834, 
ASCENSION and Ascension voted: For governor___White, 226; Daw- 


son, 48. For congress—Henry Johnson, 109; Charles 
Gayarre, 4; Thos. C. Nicholls, 159. Johnson was elected, the total vote in the 
district being; Johnson, 2423; Gayarre, 1384; Nicholls, 523. 4 R. C. Nicholas 
was elected senator from Ascension, Assumption and St. James. Ascension’s 
representatives are A. Landry and A. Guillet. 


SMALL Roe: In the Louisiana Advertiser of Dec. 8, 1834 we find the 
following: 
“The Lafourche Gazette, of the 29th ult., says the small pox exists in the 
environs of Donaldsonville, and that no TPecaritonary measures are used to 
stop the disease.” 


1. Now Ascension parish. 

2. Louls Landry lived near tage t La. 

3. Louisiana Advertiser, June 25, 1 

4. Louisiana Advertiser of July 16, 7834, and Courier of July 11, 16, 1834. 
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1835 
WHITE BECOMES Edward D. White, once a member of the Donaldson- 
GOVERNOR ville bar, became governor on Feb. 2, 1835, succeeding 


Andre Bienvenu Roman. 


RELIEF DESIRED In the House journal of Feb. 16, 1835, we note: “Mr. 

Landry presented the memorial of the trustees of the 
town of Donaldsonville, praying for relief,’ while in the Senate on Feb. 24, 1835, 
Mr. Tenny presented a memorial from the inhabitants of Donaldsonville pray- 
ing for the amelioration of Bayou Lafourche. 


NUPTIALS, SCOTT- The Advertiser of Mar. 4, 1835 announces: 

LE BLANC “Married, On the 24th of February last, by the Rev. H. 
Brassac, Capt. Robert Scott to Miss Carmelite Le Blanc, 

both residing in the town of Donaldsonville, parish of Ascension.” 1 


THE EAGLE In its issue of Mar. 14, 1835, the Bee observes that 
the Republican Eagle is still being published in Don- 

alsonville. 

STEAMER REVENUE “The new and splendid steamer REVENUE,” says an 
advertisement in the Bee of June 17, 1835, “will con- 

tinue running the above trade as the water will permit, leaving here every 

Wednesday at 10 o’clock A. M. and returning leave Donaldsonville every Sunday 

at 6 o’clock A. M.” 


= 1. Robert Scott died on Apr. 22, 1842. For his will see Book of Wills “A,” fo. 121, Ascen- 
on. 
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1836 
NEW RIVER Settlers along the banks of New River are becoming 
SETTLERS . more nunierous. In order to reach the Mississippi they 


ascend the bayou known as New River until the proper- 
ty of Joseph Laurent Favre ! is reached; then through Mr. Favre’s property to the 
river. The settlers have no postal facilities other than those provided by Don- 
aldson post-office. To remedy this situation a post-office was recently—Mar. 
8, 1836—established on the Mississippi under the name of “New River.” Henry B. 
Larry is named first post-master. 


COURTS, MAILS Thos. C. Nicholls was appointed judge of the Second 
judicial district court on Mar. 12, 1836, 2 Richard Bond 
was named post-master at Donaldson on Aug. 17, 1836. 


ELECTIONS At the election recently held, Ascension voted; For 
presidential elector—Whig ticket, Narcisse Landry, 676; 
Van Buren ticket, Trasimon Landry, 666. 3 


LAROQUE TURGEAU- Attorney Laroque Turgeau, in the Courier of Dec. 12, 

1836, advertises his “valuable sugar plantation” for 
sale, and describes it as being “in the parish of Assumption, opposite Donald- 
sonville.” 


EX-SHERIFF MAURID Ex-Sheriff V. M. Maurin, who was born in France on 
DIES Feb. 28, 1784, departed this life on Dec. 25, 1836. 4 


1. Now Mount Houmas plantation. See 5 Ann. 463; 7 Ann. 693; 15 Ann. 265, 405; 20 Ann. 
541; 23 Ann. 97. 

"2. 4.Rob. 52. 

3. Commercial Bulletin, Nov. 11, 12, 1836. 

4 See 25 Ann, 445; 33 Ann. 671; Biographical & Historical Mem. of La., Vol. 2, p. 245. 
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1837 


OFFICIALS Governor White, in January, commissioned Hubret 
Treille, sheriff, and John J. Roman, district attorney, 
Second judicial district. 





TRASIMON LANDRY TheCourier of Jan. 27, 1837 remarks: 
MENTIONED “A correspondent of the Franklin Gazette recommends 
Dennis Prieur, Esq., of this city or the Hon. Trasi- 
mond Landry, of Lafourche, for the gubernatorial chair at the approaching 
election. Both of these gentlemen are capable, honest, and would discharge the 
duties of the office with profit to the state, and honor to themselves.—We are 
not apprised, however, that it is their intention to become candidates. Both are 
popular and much esteemed by the people.” 


MAILS Our citizens demand mail at least twice weekly. Con- 
tinuous agitation of the subject has caused the Legis- 
lature to adopt resolution No. 33 of 1837, which provides: 

“That our senators in Congress be instructed and our representatives 
requested to use their exertions for the passage of a law, having for its object 
the establishment of a post route on the right bank of the Mississippi, to leave 
the city of New Orleans twice a week and proceed as far up as Donaldsonville, 
and from thence, descending the right bank of Bayou Lafourche, to Thibo- 
deauxville, and that each of the post offices comprised within the limits afore 
said shall have two officers.” 


ROAD TO GALVEZ- At this time there is no adequate road from Galvez- 

TOWN VIA NEW town to the Father of Waters. With such a road in 

RIVER mind, the Legislature adopted resolution No. 42 of 1837, 
p. 36, as follows: 

“That the civil engineer of this state be instructed to survey and locate a 

road running from Galyeztown, parish of Iberville, through the New River 

settlement, to some point on the Mississippi river, in the parish of Ascension.” 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS Martin Van Buren inaugurated President of the United 
States on Mar. 4, 1837. 


* HIGH COST OF The Courier of Mar. 21, 1837 comments: 
TRAVEL . “A correspondent of the Planters’ Advocate, published 
in Donaldson, complains of the extortions which are 
practiced upon coast passengers. Among others who are accused of this is the 
captain of the steamboat Homer, who, for carrying a passenger from Carrollton 
to Donaldsonville, only fifty miles, compelled him to pay “Ten Dollars.” This 
we should call “plucking” with a vengeance. It is, however, the fault of the 
coast residents and planters. Why do they not patronize their own boats, instead 
of those of others?—and if they are inadequate, why not augment them?” 
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1838 


NEW OFFICIALS Governor White issued the following commissions on 

Jan. 18, 1838: Albert Duffel, senior justice of the peace, 
vice Chas. Maurin, deceased; Amadeo Landry, justice of the peace, vice Jean 
B. Gaudin, deceased; Guy Peyre, justice of the peace, vice Francois St. Martin, 
resigned; William R. Boote, justice of the peace, vice John O’Brien. 








SCHOOLS Johnson Female Academy, “an institution of learning 

for females,” to be located in Donaldsonville, was in- 
corporated by Act 57 of 1838, p. 51. Among the incorporators we find H. T. 
Williams, A. M. Foley, William Kittridge, Thomas Pugh, John H. Ilsley, Abaham 
F. Rightor and Thos. C. Nicholls. 1 


ELECTIONS An election for congressman was held on the first 


Monday of July, 1838, and Ascension voted: Edward 
D. White, 104; John Slidell, 194; Miles Taylor, 17. 


POSTMASTER BOND Postmaster Richard Bond, a native of Maryland, died 
DIES on Aug. 25, 1838, at the age of 35 years. 2 Andrew 
Gingry was appointed to fill this vacancy on Sept. 13, 1838. 


SLAVES Aiding and abetting slaves to escape is deemed a ser- 
ious offense, as is noted in the following from the 
Courier of Oct. 22, 1838: 

“The District Court closed its term for the parish of Ascension on Saturday 
last. But a few civil suits were terminated, the court having been occupied three 
or four days in the trial ofone—a very important land case, in which much 
interest was excited. 

“On the last day of the term, two individuals, one named Peter Seymour, 
said to have come lately from Indiana, and another named Pierre Reney, a 
Canadian, were each convicted for aiding and abetting negro slaves to run away 
from their masters. The first was sentenced to hard labor and imprisonment 
in the penitentiary of Baton Rouge for ten years, and the other for five years— 
Ascension Herald.” 3 


CROPS _ The Courier of Oct. 29, 1838 observes: 

3 “The Ascension Herald of the 27th inst. says: “The 
planters unite generally in saying that the prospects of the present crop (of 
sugar) is flattering.” 


FARMER SHOT Camille Landry was accidentally shot, as is reported 
in the following from the Courier of Nov. 2, 1838: 
“Donaldsonville, Oct. 27, (1838) —A few days since, Mr. Camille Landry, 
of this parish, was severely wounded by the accidental discharge of afowling 
piece, loaded with small shot. His wounds, we hear, are not so severe as to 
occasion serious doubts of his life, altho the number of shot he received is al- 
most incredible.” 








batoqet ei an toda elainsbioo, eew yibasd sltimede (RO) 


+ > vi) we oe oo oo mee / se Lads 5 i - -_ we 4 
‘i’ ; te a RS : ¢ Up Aoi, brite it y arn , wld _ iy : Ak ¥ oo : fi 
’ 3 _/ i ' > Af; a y i an 
A) veal \ i 


PPR AAD Wig a 9 wi 5 ay 


= 
< 


oy . he NCS ; Vai © : 


ey #¢ Pay i. e i Pae ie pant . 
. + 





teri) od? no “bied enw ramztotanca 102 mollasls aA 
Drgwhd theiew woiedeoeA bos Beal luk to yabao | 
, | Tf wolyeT eof (OL Alobi2 adel 201 .oidW 
, Te) ee 
beth .basivael Yo sviien « .boofl biedoifl velaenteod = avog 
weitbah ® .emmey €€: lo ope of! ta S88r Ae auhk 20 : 
MEBY EF Jqee no yornoew sid U) of beiniogqe zaw YigalD 



















+192 @ beriosh el sqades 6} 2ovele ynitieda ban palblA eavase 
of} motl gatvolict sdf ai botonw 2i 2a .senstie Bul 


vabisied ao noiznso2A Yo dette oft t0¥ orret ef? Baeals 1400.) tok ait” 
sett beiquose seed yaived irucs si! .bolxatorsd grow ative Meio wot 2 


dota deidew al yee bart inetroqatl yrov e—savlo teh sift of aad 10 


botioxe esw, Setatal 
Home twist hemem ono uleubivibai owt .rist st Yo web fest out? 70” 
& tone stiff beman asdions bie .aneibal overt ylstal sarog oved of bise 
awe aut of e6vele otgen Qaittods bre gnibia wl baisivhos foes stew 4 
inomncehiqmi baa todg! bisd of beonstnes egw ier sdT 2 19ieein Coxe 
“eTasy ovil’ to} roilte st? bas zres¢ oot 10) sRHOM dolell Yo biden x t ai 
: ; . & “blero noiansoeA 


| * iw Pa Sree 
sesvupedo BES! OS 190 lo xsiwoD dT vt) BIORD 
oT” :eyee Jeni XS aft Yo bleyoH nolamsseA sit” 











4a) q079 Inoeeg oct Jo etooqzo7q odd ind? gokgne ai vilsv2098y sling ersinelq 


Bor eae ta: ot 


2662 £& voY lo riwoD at mort yuiwollol off nb ° Kak 
Cthael slime: Mm jsonie eveb wal A+-(8E8L) TS 
aailwoln to apisdozih Isinebioon oft yd bebavow yisisvee 
Of 28 g10v04 o2 fon ow ginod ow bauow ell 
fe ti bovisosr ad tore Io redewe ont odile joi 2 





, Oe 


ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA | Page One Hundred Nine 
i NTR <n ariacr e s 
SALE OF PUBLIC In its issue of Dec. 29, 1838, the Ascension Herald 4 
LANDS "says: 

“We have been informed that the sale of public lands 
exceeded in quantity the expectations of those conversant with the subject. 
Very few if any tracts remain unsold, that were worth having.” 











ELECTIONS At the recent election for governor, Ascension voted: 
Roman, 99; Prieur, 221. Roman, having received 7590 
votes to 6782 for his opponent, was elected. 





1. It appears to have been named in honor of Governor Johnson, who donated certain 
property to the school and church. . 
For will of Francis A. Bond, dated May 10, 1833, see Book of Wills “A,” fo. 99. 
3. See 8 Ann. 52. 
4. Two newspapers, The Herald and The Planters’ Advocate, were being published here 
at this time. For transfers of early newspapers see C.B. 19, fo. 336, 422; C.B. 23, fo. 95; C.B. 
24, fo. 79,352; C.B. 25, fo. 78, 186, 187, 204; C.B. 26, fo. 149. 
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ROMAN BECOMES Andre Bienvenue Roman, distinguished son of St. 
GOVERNOR James, was ineugurated for a second time, on Feb. 4, 


1839. A few days thereafter he commissioned Hubert 
Treille and John J. Roman, sheriff and district attorney, respectively. J. S. Ar- 
mint of St. James and Duncan F. Kenner are our senator and representative. 
David A. Barry is clerk of court. 


SCHOOLS The Legislature met on Jan. 7, 1839, and on Feb. 5th 
“Mr. Kenner presented a petition of sundry inhabi- 
tants of Ascension, relative to the instruction of indigent youth of said parish,” 1 


GABRIEL WINTER Gabriel Winter’s plantation of 800 arpents, with 47 
slaves, has been seized by Zacharie & Co.; and is being 
advertised at “the church and court house doors,” and in local newspapers. 2 


SCHOOLS The secretary of state, 3 on Feb. 25, 1839, reported the 

valuation and condition of the public schools in As- 
cension as follows: Public schools $693; Johnson Female Institute, quasi public, 
$750. 


THE CANNONEERS Act No. 24 of 1839 appropriates $250 annually, for 5 

years, to the Cannoneers of Donaldson, this sum to be 
expended for “powder and balls,” in order to perfect themselves in the science 
of gunnery. 


KENNER RESIGNS “Mr. Duncan F. Kenner,” says the Courier of May 15, 
FROM BANK 1839, “one of the directors of the Citizens bank, ap- 

pointed by the state, having sent in his resignation, 
Mr. Felix Garcia has been nominated to fill the vacancy.” 


MAILS__THE STAGE Mail-boats 4 are often delayed, and the Planters’ Advyo- 
COACH PREFERRED cate expresses a preference for the stage-coach. The 
Courier, Oct. 15, 1839 quoting from the Advocate, says: 

“We did not get last week’s mail, due on Wednesday night, until Saturday 
the oth of October.—owing to some accident which happened to the mail boat. 
.-We are gratified to hear that (there is a possibility) of establishing a daily 
mail between New Orleans and Bayou Sarah. The mail to be carried in good 


comfortable coaches well suited for passengers, and to go at a sufficiently rapid 
gt ear 


SUGAR-HOUSE FIRE The Daily-Picayune of Dec. 27, 1839 says: 

“Fire—The sugar house of E. Moore, two miles above 
Donaldsonville, was on Saturday night last entirely burned down, and its con- 
tents, 110 hhds. sugar and a quantity of molasses, destroyed. 


See also 41 Ann, 1098. 

Gabriel Winter, 17 La. 76; 4 Rob. 35; 6 La. 553; 14 La. 553; 6 Rob. 466. 
Iex-Officio sink: of education. 

Floating ball-room of °39, 17 La. 97. 
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OLD CATHOLIC CHURCH, DONALDSONVILLE, USED 
FROM 1840 TO APRIL, 1896, AS A PLACE OF WORSHIP 


COMPLAINTS FROM New River subscribers complain at the non-receipt of 
NEW RIVER the Picayune, causing that journal of Jan. 7, 1840, to re- 

mark: “Our subscribers at New River, only 85 miles 
from this place, complain of not getting their papers regularly. ... ” 





CENSUS AND Louisiana now boasts a population of 352,411, while 
STATISTICS Ascension statistics are: 

“Ascension parish, La., in the middle of the south- 
eastern part of the state, on both sides of the Mississippi river. The surface is 
level, and is overflowed in the annual inundation of the river, the banks of which 
constitute the highest land in the parish. The Lafourche, one of the outlets of 
the Mississippi, passes off at Donaldsonville, in this parish. The principal set- 
tlement is on the borders of the river, where the land is also best for cultiva- 
lion, which is chiefly devoted to sugar and cotton. It also produces oranges, 
' figs, peaches, plums, ete., in abundance. Capital, Donaldsonville. There were 
in 1840, neat cattle, 3,815; sheep, 2,845; swine, 1,028; Ind. corn, 280,725 bush. pro- 
duced; potatoes, 750; cotton, 1,028,050 pounds; sugar, 13,568,000; 20 for. and com- 
mission houses cap. $280,000; 78 ret. stores, cap. $50,000; 3 saw m. cap. in manu- 
fac. $50,000; 3 acad. 56 students, 2 com. school 69 scholars, Pop. 1830, 5,426; 1840, 
whites, 2,255, slaves, 4,553, free colored, 143, total, 6,951.” 1 


OFFICIALS The following officials are now in office: Thomas C. 

Nicholls, judge, 2nd District; Duncan F. Kenner, repre- 
sentative; David A, Barry, clerk of court; Hubert Treille, sheriff; Dr. Edward 
Duffel, Sr., parish judge; J. J. Roman, district attorney, and J. B. Armant, state 
senator, 
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MRS. BOURDIER DIES Mrs. Marguerite Hebert, widow Bourdier, born at Tours, 
on May 11, 1768, died here on Feb. 26, 1840. 








es 


RACES The Picayune of Apr. 11, 1840, notes: “The races at Don- 

aldsonville commence on Thursday next.” And in its 
issue of the 18th, the same journal reports: “The attendance was large, and the 
Jadies stand all but filled with the fair ones of Donaldsonville and the adjoining 
country.” On Apr. 22, 1840, the Picayune announces: “Donaldsonville Jockey 
Club Races. Spring eee: Second day—Friday, Apr. 17.—Jockey Club purse 
$1450, 2 mile heats. ... The track is new—in fact hardly finished. ... ” 


CONCERTS From the Picayune of Apr. 21, 1840, we glean the fol- 
PATRONIZED lowing news-item: 


“Brough and Madame Otto gave two concerts at 
Donaldsonville, one on Saturday, and the other on Sunday evening, which were 
well attended by the fashionables of that pleasant village.” 


CHURCH AIDED Andrew Gingry, on. Apr. 13, 1840, donated to the Meth- 

odist Episcopal church of Donaldsonville, the lot form- 
ing the corner of Opelousas and Cabahanosse streets, thus providing for that de- 
nomination a place of worship. 2 


ELECTION RETURNS At an election held on the first Monday of July, 1840, to 

elect a member of Congress, Ascension voted: E. D. 
White, 237; G. Leonard, 186. Thos. E. Cottman was, at the same time, elected 
representative, 3 


DONALDSONVILLE Haskell’s Gazetteer, just issued, describes Donaldson- 
DESCRIBED ville as follows: 

“Donaldsonville, post-village, Ascension parish, La., 
seventy-three miles west by north of New Orleans. Situated on the south side 
of the Mississippi river, just below the outlet of the Lafourche. It was formerly 
the capital of the state, and has a court house, jail, arsenal, market house, a Ro- 
man Catholic church, a college, one male and two female academies, a United 
States surveyor-general’s office, and about one thousand inhabitants.” 


NEW CATHOLIC A magnificent church edifice is now being erected by 
CHURCH the Catholic congregation. Mr. Voilquin has contracted 


to build same for $19,000, payable at the rate of $1000 
per month, beginning Apr. 1, 1840. 4 


BANKS The following named gentlemen constitute the board of 

directors of the Donaldsonville branch of the Bank of 
Louisiana: Laroque Turgeau, Narcisse Landry, J. B. Tussin, Robert Scott, Victor 
Pujos, with Hoar B. Trist, as cashier. 


UNIONVILLE By Act No. 83 of 1840, p. 95, the inhabitants of Fau- 
INCORPORATED bourgs Lessard and Conway, adjoining the village of 


Donaldson, are incorporated into a municipality to be 
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known as Unionville, with a mayor and five aldermen. 5 Unionville is separated 
from Donaldsonville by a large canal.- 


CROP PESTS The Courier of Aug. 29, 1840, remarks: “A planter from 

the upper parishes informs us this morning, that the 
caterpillar worm are destroying with great rapidity the cotton crops in the pa- 
rishes of Ascension ... and gives it as his opinion that nearly the whole crop in 
this section of our state will be destroyed.” 


BLACKGUARDISM “High priests of Whiggery” visited Donaldsonville re- 
VS. LOGIC cently, and they aroused the ire of local Democrats, 


causing the latter to dispatch a communication, which 
we note in the Courier of Oct. 15, 1840, as follows: 

| Donaldsonville, 13th Oct. 1840. } 

“To Hon. P. Soule. Sir,—We had here on Sunday last, the high priests of 
Whiggery—Mr. Mazureau, Judge Canonge, and Judge Jackson; in a word, an ar- 
my of talkers. But instead of replying to your speech here, they were only able 
to utter abuse against you. 

“The Democrats of this parish are anxious to hear you once more, to com- 
pare your measured and decorous way of speaking with blackguardism which 
makes up three-fourths of the speeches of your adversaries. 

“If you can dispose of a little time, we would ask you to attend a public 
meeting at Donaldsonville on Sunday next. By doing, you will oblige your 
friends, and render some service to the cause of Democracy. Your obedient ser- 
vant, B. Landry. In behalf of the Central Democratic Committee of the Parish 
of Ascension.” 

To this request, Mr. Soule replied: “New Orleans, 14th Oct. 1840. To Mr. B. 
Landry, and others: Gentlemen:—I accept the invitation you have sent me in the 
name of the Democratic Committee at Donaldsonville. I will give timely notice 
to the orators you have named, in order that should they choose to do so, they 
may be present. I shall be happy to meet them face to face, and give them ev- 
ery opportunity of weilding their aristocratic whips, ... P. Soule, Royal street, 
No. 154% 

1. Haskell’s Gazetteer. : 

2. On the original map of Donaldson, dated 1806, William Donaldson dedicated this corner 
for public purposes. 

3. See 3 Ann. 144, ‘ 

; 4. A brick chyrch was built here in 1819, see C. B. 4, fo. 190, Ascension, the contract price 
being £12,500. Some of the old inhabitants express the belief that the church was actually con- 
structed long prior to 1840, probably 1819. See letter of Dec. 24, 1881, herein, On March 22, 
1875, the Police Jury described it as being “in a dilapidated condition, threatening to fall at any 
day, _ If built in 1810 the structure was only 35 years old at this time. See 1 Mart. N.S. 400: 
6H. 532: 35 Ann. 603: 39 Ana. 223; 40 Ann. 201; 36 Ann. 160. Contractor Volquin sublet the 
contract to build the roof to Claudot Dumont for $1600. Slate was first selected, but zinc was 


thereafter substituted. Roof was completed about Dec. 1841. Turrets were erected in 1847. 
5. Unionville was, a few years afterwards, merged into Donaldsonville. 
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OFFICIALS Andrew Gingry is now mayor of Donaldsonville. Com- 

missions were recently issued to Hubert Treille, sher- 
iff, Jan. 13, 1841; Joseph C. Beatty, district attorney, March 6, 1841; H. B. Larry, 
justice of the peace, Mar. 2, 1841; Victor Pujos, auctioneer, Feb, 15, 1841; Leu- 
froy T. Landry, justice of the peace, Feb. 9, 1841, and Pierre Le Bourgeois, Mar. 
5, 1841, justice of the peace “for that portion of the parish of Ascension attached 
to the parish of Livingston.” 





S. RICHARD The Baton Rouge Gazette of Apr. 15, 1841, reports: 

“Murder.—A negro belonging to Mr. Richard of Donald- 
sonville stabbed mortally, it is supposed, his young master Mr. S. Richard on 
Friday, 7th inst. The stabs were in the side and neck; timely assistance pre- 
vented the completion of the murder on the spot.” 





THE “ROBERT In its issue of May 1, 1841, the Baton Rouge Gazette says: 
FULTON” “Accidents.—On her trip from N. Orleans on Tues- 

day last, the Robert Fulton, broke the coupling of one 
of ‘her shafts. She had arrived above Donaldsonville, ... where the wheel struck 
a log.” 





SLAVES “The gallows may yet get their own,” says the Baton 
Rouge Gazette of May 1, 1841, quoting the Donaldson- 
ville Advocate: 1 
“The Donaldsonville Advocate states that the negro boy of Mr. Tiernan, who 
attempted the life of his master a short time since on the steamer Clipper, has 
been arrested in the parish of St. John Baptiste. The young rascal swam ashore; 
the gallows may yet get their own.” 





DONALDSONVILLE In its issue of June 29, 1841, the Courier remarks: 
WRITERS “Twelve or thirteen years ago, if we remember well, 
there could be found within a few miles of Donaldson- 
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ville, several writers of not a little ability in the political line. An article in the 
Planters’ Advocate of Saturday last may be cited as evidence that they have not 


yet entirely disappeared and become extinct.” 


WHIGGLETAILS “The Donaldsonville Advocate of Saturday last,” says 

the Courier of July 14, 1841, “contains a piece signed 
‘Audax,’ in which Mr. Webster and a Whig editor in New Orleans, are impaled 
without mercy.” 


ASCENSION’S | Act No. 8 of 1841, approved Feb. 3, 1841, fixes Ascen- 
BOUNDARY Sion’s boundaries as follows: 


“Beginning below on the east side of the Mississip- 
pi River at the lower line of the Houmas claim, and extending on that line to the’ 
Lake Maurepas; above on the same side of the river, beginning on the upper line 
of Dr. Taylor’s plantation? and extending out to the Manchac; on the west of the 
Mississippi, beginning on the lower line of Leger Landry’s plantation and ex- 
tending out until it intersects the south boundary of township No. 10 of the 
United States survey, thence with that line to Grand river, and below on the 
west side of the Mississippi, beginning on the lower line of Augustin Richard’s 
plantation and extending out until it intersects the south boundary of township 
number 11 of the United States survey; thence with that line to the range line 
between townships numbers 13 and 14, thence south, 70 degrees west, to Grand 
River.” 3 


CONGESTIVE FEVER A Donaldsonville physician writes the Courier, as is re- 
ported in the following from its issue of Sept. 8, 1841: 
“Since our last publication, we have received a letter from a physician in 
Donaldsonville, who we happen to know is esteemed one of the most successful, 
if not skilfull, Doctors in that section of Louisiana. He chides us for having 
echoed the rumors of the existence of congestive fever among his neighbors. He 
writes: ‘Donaldsonville, Sept. 6, 1841. I can assure you that within twelve miles 
of Donaldsonville, there has not been a single case of congestive fever (cold 
plague) or malignant fever; and fewer cases of disease of any character than in 
the spring season. ...” 


FRENCH COMEDIANS In its number of Sept. 9, 1841, the Courier reports the 
FORCED TO following unusual occurence in Donaldsonville: 
EXPLAIN | “A troop of French comedians, are now playing at 
Donaldsonville, and we are told draw pretty numerous 
audiences twice a week. A few nights ago, one of the pieces happened to be a 
vaudeville, in which an old libertine finds himself in very ticklish and ludicrous 
Situations. Chance would have it, that one of the audience not only bore the 
Same name as of one of the principal characters in the vaudeville, but the scan- 
dalous chronicle of the village had also made him the principal actor in intrigues 
nearly similar. The similarity of names first attracted the attention of the spec- 
‘ators, and as the piece marched to its denouement, they were unable to suppress 
their laughter, or refrain from testifying a more particular application by looks 
and signs. This caused the namesake to rise up and vent his indignation against 
the players for making him their butt in public. As may be supposed those 
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around laughed on, while the namesake grew warmer, until the manager pro- 
duced the pamphlet printed in France, and made other explanations, such as con- 
vinced him that the company could have had no intention to wound his feelings.” 


THE COAST MAIL The Courier of Oct. 6, 18-41, registers the following com- 
| plaint on our unsatisfactory mail service: 
aNothwithiktanditte all our complaints, and those of the people of the inte- 
rior, touching the transportation of the mails between New Orleans and the Post- 
Offices along the Coast as high up as Bayou Sara, the contractors still neglect to 
comply with their engagements. The Coast Mail is only carried once a week, in- 
stead of twice, as the law directs... ” 


BANKS A branch of the Canal bank is located on Mississippi 
street, between Chetimaches street and Crescent Place. 


CROPS Quoting from the Planters’ Advocate, the Courier of 
| Nov. 26, 1841, says: 

“Donaldsonville, Nov. 20 (1841). We expressed an opinion, in our last num- 
ber, that the crops of sugar, in this neighborhood, would not be deficient. Ad- 
ditional and more accurate information obliges us io say that we were mistaken 
...° Whereupon the Baton Rouge Gazette of Nov. 20, 1841, offers the follow- 
ing comment: “The Donaldsonville Advocate of the 13th says, in allusion to the 
various publications on the subject—that the cry of ‘short crop’ may do very 
well to make up a newspaper paragraph, but we believe that the crop of this year 
will equal, if not exceed, that of the last . i 
SLAVE DEPOTS The Courier of Dec. 10, 1841, observes that a property 

owner has suggested the establishment of additional de- 
pots for runaway slaves, and states that “At present there are two depots, one 
at Donaldsonville and the other at Baton Rouge, but they are out of sight and in 
many instances steamboat captains know not of their existence. Besides, it of- 
ten happens, that steamboats ascend as high as Fort Adams, or Providence, be- 
fore the captain learns that a runaway slave has found his way on board...” 4 


1. Little is known of the Donaldsonville Advocate, the name of which appears to have been 
the Planters’ Advocate. 

2. Seuthwood, above Geismer. 
Key An error in the description was made in this Act, and was corrected by Act 83 of 1841, 
p. 67. 

4. See 15 Ann. 180. 
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STATE HOUSE PRO- Under the provisions of the Act of 1833, the police 
PERTY. SEMINARY jury was obligated to use the old state house property 
OF LEARNING forever as a seminary of learning. This requirement 
proved burdensome and mnsatisfactory, necessitating the enactment of Act 117 
of 1842, approved Mar. 16, 1842, as follows: 

“That the police jury of the parish of Ascension is hereby empowered to 
sell, alienate or dispose of, for the benefit of the parish, the property granted 
to them by an act entitled: “An act granting to the police jury of the parish 
of Ascension, the lots and buildings erected by the state at the town of Donald- 
sonville, commonly called the state house,’ approved Mar. 30, 1833; provided that 
the proceeds of the sale of said property be applied to the purpose of public 
education exclusively.” 














SUGAR INDUSTRY The sugar planters, in the early part of 1842, found 
IMPERILED their industry facing total rvin. A meeting of sugar 

growers, seeking to reniedy the situation, was held in 
Donaldsonville, on May 16, 1842, the Baton Rouge Gazette of May 7, 1842, an- 
nouncing the meeting, said: 

“Meeting of the Planters of Louisiana, at Donaldsonville. Called for the 16th 
May. A meeting of the Planters of Louisiana, and more particularly of those 
interested in the culture of ihe jugar Cane, is respectfully called at Donaldson- 
ville, for the 16th of May next, to take into consideration the prostrate condition 
of the Sugar trade, and to devise means to avert the total ruin of one of the 
most important staple commodities of the State, involving an outlay of $52,- 
000,000 and embracing in its ramttications every branch of industry in the 
United States....” 

The Gazette of May 21, i842 r2ports: “The meeting was well attended, and 
a memorial to congress, setting forth the depreciation in the value of the sugar 
planter’s property since the passage of the Compromise Act. ... The memorial is 
now being circulated for signatures.” 


NEW RIVER POET A New River poct occasionally writes for the Baton 
RougeGazette, but the Gazette of July 23, 1842 an- 
nounces 


“Done for!—Our New River poet—W. B. W. He’s married, poor fellow! 
How strange the transitions of time!—from the cradle to Castles in the air— 
from our airy castles back again to the cradle...” 


ELECTIONS At the election held in July, 1842, Ascension voted: 
For governor—Ex-Governor Johnson, 127; Alexandre 
Mouton, 120, and in the state Mouton received 11,567 to Johnson, 8,193. Com- 
menting on this election, Chambers observes: “Before the vote of the General 
Assembly was taken, Mr. Robert Wellman Nicholls of Ascension parish with- 
drew Mr. Johnson’s name from consideration. Nevertheless, the matter seems 
to have gone to a vote, Mouton receiving 60 votes; Johnson, 2, and Blank, 9,” 
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NEW PARISH The inhabitants of the eastern portions of Ascension 
PROPOSED and Iberville parishes desire to form a new parish, 


as is related by the Baton Rouge Gazette of Dec. 24, 
1842: 

“The Plaquemine Gazette informs us that the inhabitants of the left bank 
of the River, in the parishes of Iberville and Ascension, are procuring signers 
to a petition praying the legislature to form a new parish of the dissevered 
parts.” | 
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1843 
SISTERS OF CHARITY On New Year’s day, 1843, Sisters Loretto, Mary Gon- 
ARRIVE zaga, Paschal, Sevina, Theonelle and Adelaide arrived 


in Donaldsonville, and established here a school for 
young ladies. 1 


MOUTON BECOMES The Legislature met on Jan. 3, 1843. Alexander Mouton, 
GOVERNOR having defeated Henry Johnson, €X-governor, was in- 
augurated on Jan. 30, 1843. 


OFFICIALS Governor Mouton has issued the following commis- 

sions: Gustave Landry, sheriff, Feb. 20, 18434) C: 
Beatty, district attorney, Mar. 20, 1843; Segond Hebert, H. B. Larry and Hector 
Pritchard, justices of the peace. 


JUDGE NICHOLLS Judge Thos. C. Nicholls has been promoted to a judge- 
ship on the court of errors and appeals. 2 


ELECTION A statewide election to pass upon the proposition to 
-_ “amend” the Constitution, was held on the first Mon- 
day of July, 1843. 


PLANTERS’ ADVO- The Planters’ Advocate is still being published here. 
CATE | 

ELECTION By Act 91 of 1843, the following are designated as the 
PRECINCTS only election precincts of Ascension parish: 1st. The 


court house; 2nd.—Near the home of Judge Duffel; 3 
3rd—Near the home of Julien Landry; 4 4th—Near the store of Dominique & 
Craviota on New River. 5 


THE CANNONEERS Act 56 of 1843 provides: 

“That the annual appropriation of $250, accorded to 
the volunteer corps “Les Cannoniers de Donaldson” by an Act entitled “An 
Act to grant appropriations to the Cannoniers of Donaldsonville..., approved 
- March 14, 1839,” be and the same is hereby continued to the said corps for and 
during the term of five years from and after the expiration of said law. 


Now St. Vincent’s Institute. 
8 Rob. 512. 

Now Modeste, La. 

Now Belle Helnee. 

Now Dutchtown. 


OV ite CON mt 
S66 ¥-U 


A at; Pee ish ' " 7 












Hee rr pees i vo 
MeN: Pet dap 
moive, tehnnxolA pone 180 torn outntelpad ot ne ie ettrares 


“tii oB- x9 sronation vinvH betesteh gatved 
“a7 .TOrTIS7 arena ‘te pons a0. 


ziemod goivoliol ad} bexeti eed aotyoll sci 

Dd A 0b8E OS .deT. Minodle jyibaal svatenD. venole p 

solosH bac viel oH fvedeH baogsd :ober os nel \wartotts ines Mie 
Sonn act. wo evolteut Dude 


-sgbui's ot botosorq asad and allodoiM D 2odT oabal BORO aay ; 
£ Jgloeqqa bra ex0%19 to fusoo edt no qisle eee 




















of aolfizoqorwg ad} aoqu eeeq of noiteels shiwatgle A. ae VOrras a | 
“nol, tari? sii no bled eaw .noltutiiznoD edt “hnome” an 
| ; ree RET opto Yo vad 


wi9d hosdeildug gnicd Ilite ai stascvbA ‘e19ineft oT =. OVA "BANTAID 





_  @TAI 
od} ex fhotangiesb sie gaiweolfot oft £23 Yo f@ oA yA BAt vue Ai 
aut dal :tleting aoleneozA to ztonicsiq nolisels vino. sTOMIOEeT 
:feNw sxbul jo smod 4di méA—baf :s2n0d nwo 
A supinimoll Yo stole att wmo%—cith > seabed avilel, Yo amod orif nnsit—be 
4 sertfl wo% no stoiveia 


— :esbivetg €8t to 88 tA © BAAAKOKMAD BHT 

of bobiox0n 0ES2 Yo aeifeltqoigqa Inunne ot ted T* 
aA” beliiine tA ne yd “noeblaroG ob sxsinomasD al” eqioo telsulov 
bovorqaqn ,... HlivnoeblanoG to etsisonns) od? of enoibnixgoigqs inaty ot 
ine tol eqioo biee eri oF houmitnon ydetod el omaz odl 
wal bise lo atadivites oi} a9fts bas mor) 


Pa 











: 
Pp »% 
ay : 
i a i 
7 
Pia 
a 


5) ei ‘ieee oT 





Page One Hundred Twenty THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 





oe 
SS 


ST. VINCENT’S INSTITUTE, DONALDSONVILLE, LA. 


MRS. PHILIPS DIES Mrs. (Capt.) William Phillips died on Jan. 8, 1844, at 


the age of 22 years. Interment took place at Linwood 
plantation. 1 





OFFICIALS Edward Fitzgerald Nicholls is now mayor of Don- 
: aldsonville. Philip M. Mann, 2 David A. Barry and J. 
F, Ayraud were commissioned justices of the peace in February, 1844. 


SISTERS OF CHARITY The Sisters of Charity, who arrived last year, are about 
SITE FOR CONVENT to acquire a site on which to erect their hospital and 

f orphan asylum. Act 59, approved March 14, 1844 pro- 
vides: 

“That the congregation of the Roman Catholic church be, and they are 
hereby authorized, through the agency of the wardens of said church, to donate 
to such persons as may to them seem good and on such terms and conditions 
as they may deem proper, seven superficial arpents of the land belonging to 
said congregation, to be by the donees used as the site of a seminary of learn- 
ing, and also seven other superficial arpents of said lands, to be used by the 
donees as the site of an edifice to be erected for the use of the Sisters of Charity.” 


ee 


CONSTITUTIONAL By Act 64, approved Mar. 18, 1844, a Constitutional 
CONVENTION Convention is called to meet on the first Monday of 
Aug. 1844, at Jackson, La. 
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ELECTIONS _ In July, 1844, Col. Hoar B. Trist, (D), was elected rep- 

resentative, and Duncan F. Kenner, Whig, state sen- 
ator. Mr. Kenner was also elected a delegate to the constitutional convention, 
which is to assemble in Jackson, La. shortly, 3 





THEATRE DES The Theatre des Varietes was recently sold by Sheriff 
VARIETES SOLD Gustave Landry, and was bid in by Thos. C. Nicholls, 

J. D. Gondran, J. Aristide Landry, Victor J. Pujos, Fran- 
cois Lefort and Sabin Martin, the bid being $6212. The notice of sale had been 
advertised in the Planters’ Advocate and at the church and court house doors. 4 





AUGUSTE H. LANDRY Auguste Hyacinthe Landry, highly respected citizen 
DIES who lately resided below Dominique’s landing, died 
on Oct. 31, 1844, at the age of 66 years. 





DEATH OF ANTOINE On Nov. 15, 1844, in the city of Paris, Antoine Maurin 
MAURIN of Donaldsonville, departed this life, while on a visit 

to his native land. He was born in France on May 
21, 1782. 





JOHNSON ELECTED  Ex-Governor Henry Johnson was elected U. S. Senator 
SENATOR this year. 





1. A family cemetery, apparently established by the Minor family, but abandoned years 
ago, can be seen upon a small mound at Linwood. Several tombs, originally substantial, have 
decayed and crumbled with the passing of the years. 

2. Philip Michael Mann resided in the Prairieville section. Norbet Landry, on Sept. 8, 
1848, applied to be confirmed as his testamentary executor. Mann donated land for the Cutho- 
lic and Protestant cemetery. See Book of Wills *B,” fo. 14, Ascension. 

3. Daily Picayune, July 7, 1844. The Convention met at Jackson on Aug. 5, 1844, but ad- 
journed on Aug. 24th, to meet at New Orleans, Jan. 14, 1845. 

4. The Theatre des Varietes was sold and re-sold. See C. B. 18, fo. 461; C. B. 20, fo. 436. 
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ASHLAND, COLONIAL HOME OF DUNCAN F. KENNER 


NEW CONSTITUTION The Constitutional Convention met in New Orleans on 

Jan. 14, 1845, and completed its work on May 16, 1845. 
Ascension gets two representatives and one senator; the office of lieutenant- 
governor is created; 1 The new Constitution provides that at its first session, 
the Legislature must “designate and fix the seat of government at some place 
not less than sixty miles from the city of New Orleans, by the nearest travel- 
ing route, and if on the Mississippi river by the meanders of the same.” In the 
meantime New Orleans remains the capital until 1848. Felix Garcia and Duncan 
F. Kenner represented Ascension at the Convention. 





CHURCH LANDS ' The Roman Catholic church of Ascension owns, at this 

time, approximately 140 acres of land. The Wardens 
have decided to dispose of some of it. Accordingly, Act No. 15, approved Feb. 
4, 1845 provides: 

“That the corporation of the Roman Catholic church of Ascension, be, and 
they are hereby authorized through the agency of the wardens of said church, 
to sell or cause to be sold, to such persons as they may deem proper, a part of 
the depth of the land belonging to said congregation, which part is to be 
measured from the back line of said lands, running towards the river, so as 
not to exceed one hundred superficial arpents.” 2 





RAYMOND MON- Under the provisions of Act 36, approved Feb. 27, 1845, 
TECINO Raymond Montecino is authorized: “To keep a store, 
and that he be exempted from paying a state tax for 
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ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA _ Page One Hundred Twenty-Three 
the term of ten years; provided, however, that he shall not sell or cause to be 
sold spiritous liquors in. quantities less than one gallon at a time.” 








PRESIDENT POLK Jas. K. Polk became president on Mar. 4, 1845. 


MEMORIAL TO A large and beautiful tomb has been erected in the 
JOSEPH LANDRY Catholic cemetery in Donaldsonville, by the descen- 


dants of Joseph Landry, first American commandant 
in Ascension; the inscription on the tomb being: “To the memory of Joseph 
Landry and Anne Bujol and their descendants. May 1, 1845.” 
THE “LOUISIANA” Ausustin M. Templet, for himself and his co-partner, 
SOLD Thos. Cottman, on July 7, 1845, sold to Joseph K. Mur- 
-ray and Daniel F. Whilden, the Louisiana, published 
in Donaldsonville, the consideration being $600. It must continue a Democratic 
newspaper. 3 


THE VIGILANT The first issue of the Vigilant, wideawake local news- 
ARRIVES paper, was published on Sept. 28, 1845, with Jean Louis 
Marciacq and J. Narcisse Terrio as editors. 4 


NEWSPAPER TRANS- Under the terms of an agreement dated Sept. 9, 1845, 
FERRED Joseph K. Murry and Daniel F. Whilden re-transfer to 

Augustin M. Templet the Louisiana, published in Don- 
aldsonville. Mr. Templet, as a part of the purchase price, obligated himself to 
pay the rent due to P. Valmont Blanchard, for the use of the “house where 
said paper is published. © 


THE LOUISIANA On Dec. 15, 1845, Augustin M. Templet, for a consider- 
AGAIN SOLD ation of $600, sold to Eugene A. Foin and Philibert 

Dupuy, the Louisiana, a Democratic newspaper pub- 
lished in Donaldsonville, 6 


1. Trasimon Landry, distinguished son of Ascension, is destined to become first lieutenant- 
aba a Under this Constitution sheriffs are elected biennially, while clerks enjoy a four-year 
erm. 

2. These church lands, it appears, were not sold by the church at this time, as they were 
subdivided and sold years afterwards. 

. 3 C, B. 19, fo. 336, Ascension. : 3 

4. Copies of theVigilant were examined at La. State Museum and Howard Memorial library, 
New Orleans, and L. S. U. library. The Vigilant was being published as late as 1854. 

5. C. B. 19, fo. 422, Ascension. Also, see following transfers of newspapers: C. B. 19, fo. 
336, 422; C.B. 23, fo. 95: C.B. 24, fo. 79,352: €.B. 25, fo. 78, 186, 187, 204; C.B. 26, fo. 14). 

By Act 132, approved Mar. 22, 1866, $3195 was appropriated to Edward F. Morehead, 
Publisher of Ascension, reasons unknown. 
6. C. B, 19, fo, 422, Ascension. 


ee @ : . — ev 
ie os wy » NAS Le) 


; ng 


pea’ 





aniieg-og ated iia atin on solqanat Me 
wi, A igdaglot Blow 2081 5 cink no ne 
" bedetiday. aristttoed odt oblate? “1: Islas poi yet 

item t ‘siAiNOS Weir 1] 0088 neind ir oilt sttivnecbienod a 








© toqagewon 
-2won lioet pilaveasbiw Anita odd Lo sural teat ve * punssori aut 


tive) Gal sitive, dPBr 8 .tqn? no hedeildug dew: Poqngt | eaVIAGA 
> exolibe an OineT serio h bas postin - eat 


MSY & 1452 Hole’ tesmoeems na Yo xer9i off soba BART ee ee 
os Wlinett-or mabey? A loined bas vr dgsxol ; CcAAAAT 
“ol ni loriziidug waateign) of! telqowT J miaopeA 

Gt Moeawit Soteptide gohg eedovng adt lo Meq es an JoiqmeT AM ollivneebls 
modw send” eili-lo seo od? x! .bredookl& tromig¥ 2 of seb tamed ot oq 








é snteiog et pcan anes 
“shieno> bk 701 JolqeneT nilennind TB! €t 20G nO _ AVAIeION GET 
adic? fan nicl .A oneget of biez 0088 to aeits, penepienge rs 


Ung loguyewon vilewomed 2 wusisivot. oft yuqua 
® ollivadeblanod a bail 








PO ES OD e 
stennteait Jet) seme of freien 2t .coteosws Yo hodalugoltelh 
Tiv~- WL & yokes adirals Se lisdnneid hatasie aie: atthe sith aa 


a4 nal? 98 th al Lay Hints od ch Blow foe saw 


eter! hdevrtt " sentges a8 eg el jo ee 
oe at true ge, mre tow tanligi¥ 


OF A an Jere eg olla 
pas ‘i e euiae oe eae eve ae aN 
iaeheee a Van “a 


2 ‘2 ; ‘ot ot Sora eg ‘al, ny diye dy: 
pee ' 1 aa ied at. wneh: pepe edh 
Tre neha th eee 


‘ fre 


g (helt ets) Bese To aeaens “Aid wt Toe J 
I’ ;: 
? aA Ho i an PC ds i rea ved Leh ong > pee AOE 
PS ba Whale. 9 hits ty. Gear bax irt Mi, a — hee. it Rae 
- . A + ri . . Bid, el a 





alti Mm. “% Preis. | a we 
‘= 4 t 
& ‘ ** ai Tes 


TA) a ae 


Page One Hundred Twenty-Four THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 








OLD HOME OF CAPT. NARCISSE LANDRY, 
ASCENSION PLANTATION 


LEGISLATURE The old Legislature met on the first Monday of Jan- 

uary, and two weeks thereafter, Isaac Johnson and 
Trasimond Landry were inaugurated governor and lieutenant-governor, respec- 
tively. The new Legislature met on Feb. 9, 1846, and shortly two Ascensionites, 
Trasimond Landry and David A. Randall, are to preside over both branches of 
the General Assembly. 


ASCENSION - A roster of Ascension’s officials reveal the following: 
OFFICIALS J. Gustave Landry, sheriff; 1 Edward Fitzgerald Nic- 

holls, clerk of court, commissioned May 25, 1846; Thos. 
C. Nicholls, judge, 4th district. H. Remy was appointed district attorney on May 
28, 1846, but Governor Johnson withdrew the nomination on June 1, 1846, and 
appointed A. Guyol on June 10, 1846. Guyol declined on June 20, 1846. Robert W. 
Boyd is 2 mayor of Donaldsonville. David A. Randall was recently 3 elected 
speaker of the House of Representatives: Albert Duffel was appointed recorder 
on Aug. 20, 1846, 4 Later this year 5 Albert Duffel became mayor of Donaldson- 
ville. On the Board of Aldemen we note: Augustin M. Templet, Robert W. Boyd, 
J. B. Terrio, Arthur Hatkinson, Veloir Dugas and J. A. Richard. 


OFF FOR MEXICAN Ascension boys depart for the zone of battle below 
WAR the Rio Grande. The Picayune of May 14, 1846 notes: 

“Ascension.—Another band of brave men, under com- 
mand of Capt. E. F. Nicholls, have left their homes in the parish of .Ascension 
to take up their quarters with Gen. Taylor, and arrived here en route yesterday 
in the steamboat Matamoras.” 


COURT HOUSE The Ascension parish court-house was destroyed by 
DESTROYED BY FIRE fire in May, 1846. Quite a number of court records of 
the old second judicial district were thus lost. 6 A tem- 
porary location has been found for the remaining records of the clerk of court’s 
Office, as is announced in the following from the Vigilant of July 16, 1846: 
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“Notice. In consequence of the destruction of the Court House by the late 
fire, the office of the clerk of the District Court of the parish of Ascension, has 
been removed to the room adjoining the office of J. H. Ilsley, Esq. Crescent 
Place, where the business of the Court will for the present be transacted.” 











NEWSPAPER The Vigilant is now being published here every Thurs- 
day and Sunday, at the corner of Iberville and Lessard 

streets. 

POLITICS Candidates are actively engaged in a political cam- 


paign; the Vigilant of July 16, 1846, announcing the 
candidacies of the following: For representative, Wade H. Gilbert; for recorder, 
Albert Duffel, Andre Le Bianc; for “notary public,” Victor J. Pujos, John H. 
Ilsley; for justice of the peace, Raphael Mollere, Pierre Cassou. 


NEW COURT The parish has undertaken to build a new court house. 


HOUSE PROPOSED The following notice is found in the Vigilant of July 
16, 1846: 


“Public Notice, Is hereby given to all persons disposed to contract for the 
building of and furnishing the materia!s for a Court House, in Donaldsonville, 
according to the plans and specifications accepted by the Police Jury, to fur- 
nish their estimates to the Secretary of said Police Jury on or before the 1st 
day of August next. The work to be completed on or before the 1st day of Jan- 
uary next... John H. Ilsley, A. M. Templet, Aime Bercegeay, Raphael Babin, 
Edward Gaudin.” 


MAILS The arrival and departure of the mail at Donaldson- 

ville is noted in the Vigilant of July 16, 1846, as fol- 
lows: New Orleans mail arrives every Sunday and Wednesday evening. Arrives 
from up the River, every Monday and Friday evening, Closes for New Orleans, 
every Monday and Friday evening. For up the river, every Sunday and Wednes- 
day evening. | 


NARCISSE LANDRY Mr. and Mrs. Narcisse Landry, leading citizens of the 
RETURNS HOME perish, are about to return home after spending some 

fifteen months in France. Local citizens are preparing 
quite a reception in their honor, as is mentioned in the Vigilant of July 16, 1846. 
Only 10 days ago they lost a young child. 


SKIFF FERRY Ferry service at Donaldsonville at this time consists 
SERVICE of two substantial flat boats, and two skiffs. A crew 

is maintained in service at all hours of the day and 
night. The ferry now lands at the foot of Chetimaches street. Foot passengers 
pay a fare of 25c, while $2 is charged for crossing a gig and horse. 7 


ROAMING PRO- Slaves are prohibited from roaming at large at night. 
HIBITED Under the town ordinances, every white male between 


16 and 50 years is required to perform patrol duty at 
4 fixed interval each month. Every slave found at large at night without a 
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—— a | 
permit signed by his master is ordered jailed, and even though armed with this 
permit, he must travel via the most direct routes. 








THE BELL-RINGER The town ordinances require that the bell-ringer, at 
the arsenal, ring the corporation bell every night at 
9 o’clock in summer and at 8 in winter, and during all fires. 


FIRE-FIGHTING It is compulsory, under our ordinances, for all owners 

of carts “licensed to carry water,” to proceed post 
haste to the scence of the fire, and to render all possible assistance. Each pro- 
perty owner is obligated to keep on his premises at least 1 leather bucket, and 
to report, with his bucket, at once. He must also keep at least 1 fire well on 
his premises. 


CONTRACT FOR NEW Since May, 1846, the parish has been without a court 
COURT BUILDING house. The Police jury, on Nov. 21, 1846, entered into 

a contract with George Weldon of Natchez to erect 
such a structure, all in accordance with plans of Henry Howard, architect, at a 
cost not to exceed $10,000. 


DEATH IN MINOR Ellen Francis, eldest daughter of Philus P. and Myra 
FAMILY F. Minor, born June 7, 1826, died or Nov. 24, 1846. 
Interment took place at the Linwood family cemetery. 8 


ZACHARY TAYLOR General Zachary Taylor visited Donaldsonville on Dec. 
VISITS US | 5, 1846, and an elaborate reception was tendered him. 

ss The Town Council appointed the following committee 
to receive General Taylor: L. Gamotis, Adolphe Maurin, Thos. Cottman, A. F. 
Rightor, David Israel, F. Bessou. 9 


COMMERCIAL , As the year 1846 is about to close, we find the follow- 
HOUSES .-, ing named in business here: 10 Jacob Lemann (Plan- 

ee ters’ Store), “his depot, on Crescent Place;’’ Blum 
Brothers, boots, sl etc., 18 Miss. St.; Daniel Blum, dry goods, etc., 15 Miss. 
st.; L. Gamotis & wholesale drugs, No. 1, Miss. St.; David Israel, sugar 


broker, No. 15 Miss. t.; P. Emile Delente, jeweler, 13 Crescent Place; Victor 
Maurin, wholesale and retail grocer, “Mississippi street, between Lessard and 
Cabahanosse street, Unionville; P. A. Hatkinson, “wholesale and retail grocer, 
corner of Mississippi and Chetimaches street;” J. A. Richard, hardware, cloth- 
ing, etc., 17 Miss. St. 


1, Landry resigned on Jan. 31, 1846, but held office to Mar. 2, 1846, at which time John 
L. Comstock was appointed. 

2. As of July 17, 1846. 

3. Randall elected speaker on May 14, 1846. 

4. Duffel resigned as recorder on Aug. 25, 1846. 

5. Duffel became mayor on Dec. 30, 1846. 

6. Min. Book, 4th Jud. Dis., 1846-1859, fo. 5, Rightor vs. Slidell. Nothing could be learned 
as to details of this fire. 

7. Ordinances of 1816, Mayor’s office, Donaldsonville. 

8. Will of Philip Minor, owner of Linwood, dated July 11, 1836, leaving $12,000 to his 
slaves, found in Book of Wills “A,” fo. 114, Ascension. 

- See Vigilant, Dec. 11, 1846. 
10. See Vigilant, July 16, 1816, L. S. U. library. 
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1847 


PARISH OFFICIALS Officials of Ascension parish at this time are: John L. 

Comstock, 1 sheriff; Lawrence D. Nicholls, clerk of 
court, commissioned Mar. 23, 1847, vice Edward Fitzgerald Nicholls, resigned; 
Theodule Lauve, district attorney, 4th judicial district, commissioned Mar. 1, 
1847; 2 H. T. Williams, representative, Apr. 10, 1847; Oscar Ayraud, assessor, 
commissioned July 27, 1847; Achille Richard, coroner, commissioned Nov. 19, 
1847. Our police jury is composed of: John H. Ilsley, President; Philip Winfree, 
Norbert Landry, ° Valentin Babin, Joseph Picou, Aime Bercegcay, J. F. Ayraud, 
Augustin M. Templet, Adolphe Braud, A. G. Alexander, Narcisse Landry and 
Dorcini Landry. Donaldsonville’s officials are: Robt. W. Boyd, mayor; J. A. 
Richard, Albert Duffel, Arthur Hatkinson, Velior Dugas, David Israel and J. H. 
Parks, aldermen. 





MERCHANTS, ET ALS Among those in business here we find:4 Joseph Greiger, 

maitre-tailleur, No. 6, Crescent Place; M. Hachard, bar- 
bier, Crescent Place; Andrew Gingry; Richard & Thiac, mechanics, No. 7 Cres- 
cent Place; Thomas Blake, carroissier, Rue St. Patrick, entre Attakapas et 
Opelousas; Ferdinand Dessonville, bijoux, “Son Magasin est situe a la pointe, 
No. 19; B. Eeeleman; Humbert, rue Mississippi, a cote de Veglise Paroissiale; 
Jacob Lemann; Ed. Bourdier; Rosemond Landry; F. Lefort; Solomon Wein- 
schenck; P. Arthur Hatkinson, corner of Mississippi and Chetimaches; B. Seele- 
man, at the Point “dans la maison de mde. Bond;” N. E. Asselineau, Physician, 
No. 6, Crescent Place; Wm. Orth, “sellier-carossier,’ corner of Mississippi and 
St. Patrick streets; Henry Riverain, No. 1, Lessard. “To all the world in general 
and to the people of Ascension in Her HCuIAS: ” says Monsieur Vilcor Dugas in 
announcing in the Vigilant of Jan. 10, 1847, that he will continue. “to operate the 


Ascension Hotel, lately operated by M. Guilfont. 5 ig 


4 


CHURCH LANDS— Pierre G. Dannequin, clerk of the pa. ochial church of 


AND TURRETS Ascension, announces in the Vigilan’ of Jan. 10, 1847, 

that a portion of the lands of t Catholic church, 
not exceeding 100 arpents, will be sold at public auctior ~--Jan. 30, 1847. He 
also advertises in the same issue of the Vigilant, as fol} 4 “Notice to con- 
tractors. Seal proposals will be received by the undersig ‘until the 28th inst. 


for the erection of two turrets on the parish church, whit. must be constructed 
wccording to the plan which will be exhibited when required. Apply to the 
undersigned at the store of Mr. Jacob Lemann. Donaldsonville, Jan. 7th, 1847.— 
P. G. Dannequin, Treasurer.” 6 


COURT HOUSE— Our new court house is now in the course of construc- 
TERRIO’S BALL tion, but is not being used; thus we find Sheriff John 
ROOM L. Comstock, advertising in the Vigilant of Jan. 21, 1847, 


that on Feb. 20, 1847, he will sell certain property at 
the Sebict house,” which he states, is the “Salle de bal de F. Terrio.” 


SCHOOLS The Institution Johnson, a school for young girls, located 
in Donaldsonville, advertises in the Vigilant of Jan. 
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24, 1847, and announces that two competent teachers have been employed: Mme. 
Fremaux for the French, and Mlle. Pacard for the English, classes, 7 _ 











NICHOLLS ( On April 29, 1847, the Legislature adopted a resolution 
BROTHERS of thanks to General Taylor and his command, men- 


tioning particularly the Nicholls brothers of Donald- 
sonville, for gallantry in capturing Monterey, Mexico. 


JUDGE NICHOLLS Judge Thos. C. Nicholls, died at his residence in Don- 
DIES aldsonville, on the morning of June 12, 1847, as is re- 
. ported by the Democratic Advocate of Baton Rouge of 
June 16, 1847, as follows: 

“The Donaldsonville Vigilant of the 12th inst., is in mourning for the death 
of the Hon. Thomas C, Nicholls, who, for many years, was judge of the fourth 
District Court of this State. He died at his residence in Donaldsonville on the 
morning of the 12th inst.” 8 


BARROW DONATES R. R. Barrow, on July 17, 1847, donated to the town of 
Donaldsonville, the following described property: 

“A piece of land bounded on one side by the continuation of Cabahanosse 
street, measuring thereon two arpents, bounded in front by Claiborne street, 
and measuring thereon about two arpents, bounded below by the continuation 
of Lessard street, and measuring thereon two arpents, and bounded in the rear 
by a line running from Lessard street to Cabahanosse street on a line parallel 
with Claiborne street, thus giving the whole about four superficial arpents.” 9 


THIBODAUX FOR Our politicians never sleep! We note from the Demo- 
CONGRESS cratic Advocate, Baton Rouge, of Aug. 18, 1847, that: 


“The Whigs of the Second Representative District met 
at Donaldsonville, a few days since, and nominated Mr. B. G. Thibodaux as 
their candidate for Congress. The Democrats of said District meet on the same 
business, and at the same place, on the first Monday of next month.” 

The Democrats are urged by the Democratic Advocate of Aug. 25, 1847, to 
nominate Gen. Hoar B. Trist, saying: 


“We perceive that an estimable friend, H. B. Trist, of Ascension, is spoken 
‘of in connection with the Seat in Congress ... The Democratic delegates who 
meet at Donaldsonville on the first Monday of September, could not, in our 
opinion, do better than select the General as their nominee. He is a man of 
fine abilities and great popularity, possessing perhaps, over any man in_ his 
District, the qualities which would find together the interests and strength of 
his family, and ensure a triumphant success.” 


LANDRY'S “TORO” The Democratic Advocate of Sept. 1, 1847, reports: 
“Le Vigilant of Donaldsonville, mentions that a negro 
named Toro, belonging to Mr. J. Aristide Landry, attempted to take the life of 
a negress belonging to Mile. Gaudin. He inflicted two blows upon her with an 
axe, but it is thought that her life will be saved. He was incited by jealousy. 
The rascal immediately made his escape. It is not his first act of the kind.” ™ 


ef ty 


; iy oe, 1. a “ta on ’ te Lee 
' : 7 Wace ; 7 i bb ne, Beis Le 7 OP ie vy 1 
eg, win ail ee i , \s Peas Sh RII Oi) 0, MATA He 
- PO ARMIN SR ¢ 
i i oa “edly oe b xan 





. +. janes Sr 
not} od ao noliaot arg th Balb allodoit 2 od? egbut atom spat 
It 4 Th som bn enceyhetscoceol all wR eaia nt 
Ww sured! eciell 36 ainoorbA gidwioon aaa pil i. ee 
eeucebes Ye OBE onul 
 dtneb oct wt eeiemorn ni 2 -fent A084 adi Yo sanktgh? silivnoeblenod oft 
duel od) lo-ophnl ew tse7 vara rol ow ,2iodil D enmodT .noll edt to. 
ont no WMivnceblasod ai sonsbiew eid Je beib oH, oles nist Yo two sobyeiG: 
# "Jeni Aili ost Yo bares 
Io mvt salt ait) fatenob APS? Vv) viul oo pea." A Ai “earAKoa Wonmea 
‘¥lteqetq boditab eakwaito) wit »sllivageblasafl. : pact 
szaz0nslede?d to nettewalinos sci ui! ohie eno so bobaped hanl to pny we ie 
doatts:sriedigi> yd isetl ci bebsvod ztasqre owl posted? gacinuesom footie! 
Hollnuniaoy wit yd woelod bebawsd .2tisqia owt tueds gostod! s0huecsaian: 
Tho7t WO et bohewdd bea 2hooqie «wi nes toll poiaeeet baw Jeove bape to: 
lotkanig anil © oo tote sevomedecd) of jootle biagenl ator? grinmws oath # vd 
0“ einsgne Laisitseqee Wet iuods siviiw ad? gnivig we doovla onwndiaiy ted 











~<a ody gor ston SW iqedle sever eneirivitog m0 80% rsxaoanirt 
‘tom bet Bf 2h Io .epuol cote stesovbA olin 
tom sie] evileloeesiqehl haoxe2 atti Yo epidW sd Tt” 

te carthediiT 2.4 aW kafanioon ban odie eyeb wel 2 ollivnoehianoll te 

sim od} ao Soom tole bine lo cinis0me(i of T eaemgacd 101 olabibnes tied? 

‘jaom trea Ye yYsbnoM i711) adi ao ,sosiqiainree off In bac ~eodiznd 

of FEOt C8 iv lo stapevhAd offoroomo(l ont yd Dope ome weisomel edt 

swoiyne da? 4 woll «asd tanto 


nadone et oiensrek bo paint 2 11 basin sidamlies ne toed orias19g Psa 
atv esting slab siastodid oT... evera00) ni 1098 ory siesebnseh ai to" 
m0 at Jon Huo rdniwtqad to yebnoM taiit sf no. stfiv of ta} 

1) tnd « ti OT - dunia tet) es tirano off fooler madd aattad ob | 
it ni mart ¥ne w7O agndieg yniezceeog siiteluqog fa97% baa " 
lO dtoastte bus alewrotsti ony ial bell binow doidw asilileup ot leat 


202 Jondepiioid ae x. 
; on ol fa ae at at, ‘ 
evaavia’ 
Areteoee AYRE a ee reso eesavihs 














, ot ide a , 
iia ay” ° 


eee  teoe sie all car 










ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA Page One Hundred Twenty-Nine 


SS ey 
DEMOCRATS At their convention held in Donaldsonville on Sept. 6, 
NOMINATE 1847, the Democrats nominated Pierre Theodule Lan- 

dry. The Democratic Advocate of Sept. 15, 1847, says 
that “Mr. Landry will be very apt to tread on the heels of his opponent, Mr. 
Thiboduax, in the ‘great race’.” 


HOSPITAL The Vigilant of Sept. 11, 1847, vol. 4, No. 51, contains 
PROPOSED a lenthy editorial urging the erection of a hospital at 


Donaldsonville, by the Sisters of Charity. 


FIRE COMPANY In its issue of Sept. 11, 1847, the Vigilant says: “A pe- 
SEEKS AID tition of the Foreman and Officers of the Fire Com- 

pany of Donaldsonville having been read, praying the 
council to supply them with all such things as may be necessary for the use of 
the engine, (Mississippi No. 2.)” . 


FRIENDLY VISITS Excursion trips from “that burg” to Baton Rouge are 

commented upon by the Democratic Advocate of Sept. 
22, 1847, as follows: “Our Donaldsonville friends must love their neighbors. 
We hid another visit to cur town last Monday from a large number of ladies 
und gentlemen of that burg, who came up on the F. M. Streck. We like to see 
this spirit prevailing, and would be glad to see it continued on their part, and 
a reciprocity commenced on ours. Who’ll get up a pleasure trip to Donaldson- 
ville.” 11 


ELECTIONS The National (Zachary Taylor) ticket is announced in 

the Vigilant of Sept. 25, 1847, as follows: For represen- 
tative—Joseph Aristide Landry, Valentin Babin; for clerk of court—Lawrence 
D. Nicholls; for sheriff—John Lewis Comstock; for constable—Pierre Rougeau; 
for superintendent of public schools—P. G. Dannequin. The Democratic candi- 
dates are—For representative—Andrew Jackson Powell; for superintendent of 
public schools—Victor Cherbonnier; for’ coroner—J. Achille Richard; for con- 


kress—Pierre Theodule Landry. The Taylor candidate for congress is B. G. 
Thibodaux. 


MERCHANTS The Vigilant of Sept. 25, 1847, contains the advertise- 
ment of a leading merchant as follows: “Jambons. A 


vendre a bon marche en lot de jambons et venant directement de l’ouest. Jacob 
Lernann,” : 


TO THE DANCE We are about to have a “Grand bal,” as is noted in 

the following announcement from the Vigilant of Oct. 
i", 1847: “Salle de Donaldson, Mardi 19 Octobre, 1847. Grand Bal Pare, Preced 
d'un bal d'enfans, sous la direction de Mme. A. Brooks. Le bal d’enfans commen- 
tera a6 heures et demie et celu des grandes personnes at 10 heures.” 


M ERCHANT J. Bte. Craviotto, who was born in Italy on Jan. 6, 1799, 
SUCCUMBS died on Oct. 20, 1847. Mr. Craviotto was a member of 
the mercantile firm of Dominique and Craviotto. 14 
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VOX POPULI, VOX At the election held on the first Monday of November, 
DEI! 1847, Ascension voted: For congress—B. G. Thibodaux, 
240; P. T. Landry, 241; Barker, 1. For representative— 
Joseph Aristide Landry, (Whig), Donaldson, 143; Crevasse, 25; N. River, 33; Gal- 
veston, 25; Gilbert, 45. Total 271. Valentin Babin, (Whig), Donaldson, 114; Cre- 
vasse, 16; N. River, 32; Galveston 28; Gilbert 37. Total 227. J. M. Brooks, (Dem- 
ocrat), Donaldson, 105; Crevasse, 38; N. River, 46; Galveston, 29; Gilbert, 17. Total 
235. Andrew Jackson Powell (Democrat) Donaldson, 104; Crevasse, 26; N. River 
48; Galveston, 28; Gilbert, 17. Total 223. Majority for J. A. Landry, 36; Majority 
for Mr. Brooks, 8. For clerk of court—Lawrence Drake Nicholls, (Whig), Don- 
aldson, 195; Crevasse, 25; N. River; 37; Galveston, 30; Gilbert, 47. Total 334. 
“Voix pardues,” (Whig), Donaldson, 23, Crevasse, 28; N. River, 41; Galveston, 
25; Gilbert, 11. Total, 128. 
For sheriff—John L. Comstock, Donaldson, 231; Crevasse, 52; N. River, 75; Gal- 
veston, 38; Gilbert, 52. Total 448. 
For coroner—J. Achille Richard, (Democrat), Donaldson, 140; Crevasse, 38; N. 
River, 23; Galveston, 28; Gilbert, 40. Total 269. 
For coroner—David A. Barry, (Democrat), Donaldson, 62; Crevasse, 9; N. River, 
38; Galveston, 7; Gilbert, 13. Total 129. Majority for Mr. Richard, 140. 
Number of “voix donnees”—Donaldson, 244; Crevasse, 04; N. River, 80; Galves- 
ton, 55; Gilbert, 59. Total, 492. 


THE VIGILANT The Democratic Advocate, of Nov. 10, 1847, remarks 
that The Vigilant “appears in a new dress, and consid- 
erably enlarged and improved.” 13 


NEW RIVER ROADS A convenient road to permit the New River settlers 

egress to the Mississippi river is under consideration 
of the police jury on Nov. 26, 1847. The parochial fathers have appointed a com- 
mittee composed of Simon P. Elisar, Eloi J. Landry and Theodule Hamilton, 
which committee is directed to confer with Doyal and Minor 14, and ascertain 
from them the price they would require for a right-of-way 40 ft. in width through 
their property. 


UNCLAIMED LAND The Vigilant of Dec. 22, 1847, contains a list of land 
PATENTS patents remaining unclaimed at the land office in New 

Orleans, among them being patents for the following 
Ascensionites: M. Babin, J. Landry, E. Babin, Widow Landry Babin, Alexis Dorel, 
Catherine Babin, Joseph Gossett, widow Gonzales, Joseph Gravois, Arsene Hebert, 
Felicien Rourse, J. B. Kling, P. Parent, Wm. Kenner, T. H. Minor, Corantin Le- 
Blanc, Francois Landry, Gelle Clifford Laughlin, Raymond Rodriguez, Manuel 
Rodriguez, Pierre Simoneau, James A. Schaday, Andrew Truxillo. 


RICHARD-LANDRY The Vigilant of Dec. 29, 1847, contains the following 
MARRIAGE announcement: “Hier, par le Reverend J. Bouillier, M. 
Michel Richard a Mlle. Laura Landry, tous deux de cette paroisse.” 


Sheriff Comstock married Zulme Landry. Mar. Bk. 3, fo. 203. 

Lauve resigned Feb. 10, 1848, 

Norbert Landry, of the Prarieville section, great-grandfather of the author. 
Location of some could not be ascertained . 


one 


oe 


sare tae RS: 


ae Sens ceoonlll ; 
el angen wy a 2 
‘ie 7 2008 


Ne it pene gn ee : ber Pawn 


nahh a 





tel 
a Ne hodliD “8S ti 
icioT 9! pear rade one nl 7 Basermne oe 
yori 4 0S esattet BOR goeblenod 
viinojalt <0 orb JA Evo vtiroinié £88 ietoT: UE 
-notl (Rit). 2tfodsl ‘salen sonore d—tinos Jo a 26% & adoord aM. 
ME IafoT 28 nodfiD 248 .noteovled :°8-;2.071 KM a8 oeeaven) ei ieee 
asiniihinkssoeniememmimeaieacensis 97> te yASE 


-fe2 :a0 aeill pln yaeeaven) 126 oomiasat akaes aie soe K 
Bh Well, S2 dred (88, 10: 
Wee cermin) (OM doublencd ,(erv0med) sitittos, 1900109 | 
O88 inteT Ob dasdlia 78t noreaviad 308 | 

oil M28 aneeraD 280 gorbiano(l .(is1oooted) yr A 
OPE Bradvih 0h to) yiisciell QE letoT A ‘veer T powesvlad #8 
~povind 308 459TA . b6 weesvot) 240 noebili _ ziov™ Yo 19dmu - 
| 80h Isto "A "dll 728 not 


edveaoe SHI OF 04 W einsorbA sitewomed off PVAMLOTY, ant. 
-hisnd> bre avoih wan eof e1scqqe” taaligiV Irs jolt 
tt * bevorgqeni wa bogtelne videse. 


otelite, aae81 wet edi tiomeq of brow Insiasva09 A B2GA08R RAVIA WAM. 

rotiniaiewoe iebay 2b avin iguiaviaeil od} o}, asotpe 

“yo @ etmioggn ores etedial Inidooisq oT Vb8l 8 voi ne yin] sailog silo. 

notineH slobeet? hon yabas! .. iolt me2ild 4 nemiz. to bexegmos seiiian, 

niavinoee Dae A! aonilt base lero sliw ts1a09 of befostib ei ssitilmmos 

dane dibie ai 41 GR yew to-tdain » 102 etapa hinow ved} salng on} morld pa 
isthe on 


baal Yo til & anisines yest SS ca Yo sain oat | MAL aston 
wot ist sofile hagl sf) in hornisiony aniniamer etasiag | 


auiwollot sit so)? einateq naied mod! noome gansta 
dvtod etxelé sides gibaed wobiW/ cided 3 .yrbaed A iad Me: eet, 


dteodoH onesA lover dagen) avlostod wobiw Jtesod dgseol planar wi! 

of nitneio sontt Wf jeans iW jnvet .4 gal a 1 sewok 

bonnt anugnbof boompyenl jwifdgunl bio? slisD .ibnel sioonstt sasll 
tN, nes Labstoe A eantah ussmomid bien bit 


aniwollot edt enininop OL SS 0011 lo snaligh oF. 
M Aaiilived L baewwyoil of tag ili" <teomeonwoams, -,. at Pi 
“auaoneg ton 0b woh cebind 


Se oe ee tet te 


ae pete ky 8 ah atk ia , 



















































ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA Page One Hundred Thirty-One 


—eeeeee—V—wnQQQqquQanaqaaeeeeSSS SSS” 


5, The Ascension Hotel, it appears, was on Lafourche, near Iberville street. 

6. It appears that the land was not sold at this time, as it was sold years afterwards. Re: 
P. G, Dannequin, see 16 Ann. 149. For contract to build church in 1819, see C. B. 4, fo. 190, also 
comments in notes on 1840 herein. 4 ' 

7. It appears that the land, on which the Institute was built, was donated by Governor 


Johnson. 
8. Among the children left by Judge Thos. C. Nicholls were: Robert Wellman, Edward 


Fitzgerald, Thos. C., Lawrence D., Josephine W. and Francis T. Nicholls. See La. Hist. Oy., 
April, 1934, “Autobiography of F. T. Nicholls.” See, also, Aug. 5, 1876, herein. 

9. In connection with Barrow’s donation, see history of Division street in 23 Ann. 342. 

10. J. Aristide Landry married Nezida Landry, see Mar. Bk. 3, fo. 86. 

11, Another trip is reported in the B. R. Advocate of Oct. 6, 1847. 

12. Mr. Craviotta, at his death, bequeated everything to his partner and brother-in-law, 
Jean Dominique, ancestor of Emile J. and Julius Dominique. See Chief, Aug. 19, 1882, herein. 

13. Marciacq, 13 Ann. 27. 

14. 135 Ann. 126; 16 Ann. 182. 
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1848 


NEW RIVER LANE Eloi J. Landry and Theodule J. Hamilton, represent- 

ing the New River road committee, reported to the po- 
lice jury on Jan. 7, 1848, that Messrs. Minor and Doyal fixed a price of “$36. 
per acre for so much of our lands as may be occupied by the public road run- 
ning from the levee, at the Mississippi river, to New River, between our plan- 
tations.” The proposition was accepted. By a resolution adopted the same day, 
the police jury observes that the “State Legislature has appropriated $1000 for 
the construction of a road from the Mississippi river to New River.” 1 


SON SUCCEEDS Robert .Wellman Nicholls was appointed judge of the 
FATHER 4th judicial district on Feb. 7, 1848, to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of his late father, Thos. C. Nicholls.2 


MARRIAGES Captain Narcisse Landry, 3 a leading citizen of Ascen- 

sion, was married on Feb. 12, 1848, by Rev. John Bouil- 
lier, to Miss Coralie Le Blanc of Ascension. On the same date, Father J. Del- 
chros officiated at the marriage of Comes Mire to Marine Noemie Berteau. 


ASCENSION’S Delegates from Ascension to the Taylor convention to 
WHIGSTERS be held in New Orleans on Feb. 22, 1848, are: Dr. Thos. 

Cottman, Wm. Randall, Adolphe Maurin, Joseph Picou, 
Pierre Rougeau, J. Aristide Landry, A. F. Rightor, S. Carriere, Dr. S. Martin, L. 
Bourdier, Valery Landry, David Israel, Pierre G. Dannequin, Wm. Hatkinson, 
Duncan F. Kenner, Mathias Rodriguez, Andrew Jackson Powell, Nabord Braud, 
Ed. Gaudin, Jr., F. D. Wren, Philip Winfree, Jr., Edward F. Nicholls, Narcisse 
Landry, Richard McCall, J. Narcisse Terrio. 


NEW RIVER ROADS On Feb. 26, 1848, the police jury added to the New Riv- 
er road committee the following: Valere Braud, Firmin 
Duplessis, Anselme Landry and Eli Landry. 


OFFICIALS David Barry was appointed a notary public on March 

14, 1848, vice Victor Pujos, resigned; Norbert Landry, 
who was appointed to a similar office on Mar. 15, 1848, is required to “hold his 
office in that part of the parish called New River.” (See Act 132, app. Mar. 16, 
1848). 


SONS OF Ascension has a number of distinguished sons, of whom 
ASCENSION she is justly proud. The Vigilant of Mar. 22, 1848, enu- 


merates some of them: Henry Johnson, ex-governor and 
presently U. S. senator; E, D. White, ex-governor; Trasimond Landry, lieutenant- 
governor; David A. Randall, speaker of the House, and judge of the 5th district; 
Duncan F. Kenner, leader of the Whigs; Theodule Landry, clerk of the House 
and surveyor-general, and Aristide Landry, representative. 


ELECTIONS An election for officials of the town of Donaldsonville 
was recently held under the supervision of Pierre 
Coussou, J. P., and the Vigilant of Apr. 12, 1848, announces: 
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Sy 
“Election Municipale——Hourrah! Pour le vainquerer! Honneur au courage 
malheureux! La lutte a ete loqale, decente; chaque citoyen a joui de toute son 
independence, et nous n’avons a constater ni coterie ni corruption. La faveur 
populaire, pour l’election de maire, est tombee sur M. David Israel. Sa majorite 
a ete de 15 voix sur ses competiteurs, M. M. Mollere et Arthur Hatkinson. Les 
voix de plusiers citoyens, qui ont vote en faveur de Yex-maire, M. Boyd, malgre 
le refus de celuici d’accepter la candidature, ont ete perdues. Nous donne ciapres 
Ja tableau du depouillement du scrutin: David Israel, 38; Arthur Hatkinson, 23; 
Hon. Boyd, 18; R. Mollere, 9; McKee, 2.” 


WEINSCHENCK’S Solomon Weinschenck 4 advertises in the Vigilant that 
STORE bargains can be found at his dry goods store on “Rue 


Mississippi, N. 16, a cote de la Poste.” 


DEATH OF Dr. Francois Marie Prevost, son of Jean Pierre Prevost 
DR. PREVOST and Marie Anne Kenataire, eminent physician and sur- 

geon, died on May 18, 1848, leaving his widow, Vic- 
torie Castelain, and a brother, Jean Louis, resident of France, as his sole heirs, 5 


MAYOR ISRAEL Mayor David Israel, who was elected on Apr. 10, 1848, 
SUCCUMBS died during the latter part of May, 1848. Pierre G. Don- 


nequin, alderman from the 3rd district, has been desig- 
nated by the council as acting-mayor. An election has been ordered for June 
12, 1848. 


HIOSPITAL ABOUT By Act 177, approved Mar. 16, 1848, the sum of 85000 
TO BE ERECTED was appropriated to the Sisters of Charity at Donald- 

son. The Vigilant of June 3, 1848, has the following to 
Say concerning the hospital to be erected by the Sisters: 


“Ascension. Jeudi dernier, Monseigneur A. Blanc, Archeveque du _ diocese 
de la Louisiane, s’etait rendu a Donaldsonville, pour rendre plus pompeuse la 
celebration de la fete de cete paroisse, et poser la premiere pierre d’un hopital, 
a Verection du quel la legislature a cousacre le vote d’une somme de cing mille 
piastres. La compagnie des Chasseurs de ]’Ascension, sous les ordres du Capitaine 
Landry, s’etait assemble, pour feter l’'anniversaire de sa fondation, et son assist- 
ance au service divin ne contribua pas peu a donner a cette journee l’eclat, con- 
* tre lequel les orages semblaint s’etre conjures.” & 


POLICE JURY The new police jury, which was elected on May 8, 

1848, met on June 5, 1848, with the following members 
present: 2nd Dist. Dernond Le Blanc, 3rd Dist. John H. Ilsley, Thomas L. Ran- 
dall; 4th Dist. Severin E. Braud and Lestang Fortier; 5th Dist. Adolphe Braud 
and Dumini Landry; 7th Dist. Valentin Babin. 


NEW RIVER ROADS At a meeting of the police jury held on June 5, 1848, 

the committee appointed for the purpose of tracing a 
road to begin at the Tillotson bridge on New River, to extend to the Dixon 
ferry, and to Isaac Edward Philipson Bayou Manchac; and also to trace another 
road beginning at the ferry of Vincent Scivique on Amite river, 7 thence extend- 


> / _. i) Pa 7 
er } P \ 
Tee) +a AA reft..| ih fneigeeS ai? 


as EP UH PP BANA Ap > Ad CACHE 
‘ideecinnilcsh aaa oar ude aad 

Pg ti pot 9 2). a! sllabaaie Rae vi ‘anibabaciet'> "> Z. 
a ah. et ae 


: Py Be + 
i a lee * ret: Dale . ? 
‘ sion 3 fy e ayy tae : 
A Te lat PA ID th am yey 
nee, . vane hi ines ( ; ' hf 
i i. ‘3 , f , | 


88 noeabitell swdA ioe Seoul & bivadl : Sea 


it 








jis} Innbigi¥ of? ni geeittevbe + ZonedsenioW 
oil” go sole ehoog wih eid fa bono? od we 
“20% al ob ston a BI MM iq 





ek i 





teoverL e7resit anol to aoe Jeove:T simsM eloonatd ad na” 
“we Las mixewtq ioeniie iistens sand Sita baa eis cova’ “e 
O14 wwobive eit nabepet BROE 21 vol ao beib 11098 

t gtion sluc aid) za sotatd Yo fnobieor ziwol sagl mane 6 bite dtisioreeD ohio” 


a St 744 no betesie mew odw joetel bived to~eM ARAHEL AOYAM 
oD ovisil SPE oral Yo tiegq wottel od? gaiaob. boi eda 
" aides need. end Joivteih bof ed? mo! seoreble .nippes | 
paul 103 bayebao need aed apitools nA .toyem-galiva a@ liomeoo od? vd bates 
BRE St ; 
OCR To mua sly OME OD wel bovorgge JVI dod va TdbaA JATIVAON 
‘Migaod ie ¥lfieadO to atpdei2 of! of boisiiqoigae ew daT aaa. au oT, 


bt ysivrolio) of} aud SPBI £ ouul to tasligi¥. odT .coe 


terleiz sii vd betos1e ed of letiqeod od} gninzsoga2. uae 
seo20ih ub enpurodowA jomell A xc9gicenoM pasiaveb ibust nolensoeA” 
nl oeuegmeoy enig sibaet woq .olllvcoebinned » whnes iiaie’a oasizine! sf ob ‘% 
Jatiqod ash orale etsiavetq of rs009 t9 sezioisg ste0 sb 2292 al ob noiderdoles 
oilin puke ob ommor eaw’h siov 5] o1osanos 6 stutalaigel af lowp ub aoitsets' he). 
istiqe) ub easton aol amor eoiensoes. 1 ob exv9ecnd’) eb singaqmes ad 
‘taiese moe to nolebaak ee ob siseroyinnst tie} weq sit moaes siate’s, aethoel 
‘N02 Jafoo'l seq2vel o)i6e B tonnob « usq anq eediuines on nivib. ovivise 4a 9208 

+ estu(so9o osto'e taisittooe eoyero wel -Ieupol ons: 





4% well no Batools at ulsiiw pout ssileq. woo sdf Yau AION 
Prine Qalwatlol edt dive S81 € soul no tour Bhar “PA, MED 
mH oT eumont't, ‘volall ti adol t0if bit consid of bacwisd wei] bak vias 
pues slqlohé eid. cd itwihot guetes! ban boa SF aizevse seid ddb Mabey” 
| atids® nijaolnV: one hase iwiboal inimul bee 
he tiene meget holaves ise. i ate 
Mt a onul no biod vial sella ont to satan 4h emis i 
t prtiont lo moquig soit wl renee persunige 
voxitl watt OY Wrotes of evil wah sal -ecire en ma 


slits aoeett oF vale panting seat 
creators i in sfietA no mab prey 












Page One Hundred Thirty-Four THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
ee S??°.0oworowrowOo ny, 
ing to the Tillotson-bridge and Dixon ferry road, reported and recommended 
the following routes: 1. Leave Tillotson bridge, follow the “road lately made by 
the inhabitants” until the division line between Neuville Babin and Francois 
Dossal Gaudin is reached; thence following this line to the old road; thence 
following the old road, “making it as straight as possible,” until Prairie Alex- 
ander is reached; thence around the habitations of Eloi Joseph Landry, 8 on 
the west side, until the line drawn by G. A. Alexander is reached; thence fol- 
lowing said line to the ferry of said Philips and Bayou Manchac. 2. Beginning 
at the ferry of Vincent Scivique on Amite river; thence following Amite river 
as far as Galveston; then following the old Galveston road, “as it was made by 
the inhabitants in December, 1844,” to the line between Francois Narcisse Vil- 
lars et Patin, f. c. 1. or Ann Vasse, f. c. 1.; from there following said line, until 
the first above mentioned line (Tillotson bridge—Dixon ferry road) is reached. 

After receiving the report, the police jury adopted a resolution declaring 
that the road from the New River bridge, 9 on the place of Widow Pharoah 
Roach, (the property of M. Tillotson) to Dixon’s ferry on Bayou Manchac, be 
declared a public road, to be known as the Bayou Manchac road; and that the 
road from the vicinity known as Swamps, in the district of Galveston, along 
the habitations of J. H. Gardner and Samuel Martin; thence to Joseph Diez; 
thence to the ancient village of Galveston,” and on the ferry of Vincent Scivi- 
que, 10 be dedicated as a public road to be known as the Galveston road. 


POLICE JURY The police jury, as of June 21, 1848, is composed of: 

1st Dist. Narcisse Landry, Joseph Picou; 2nd J. F. 
Ayraud, Dernon Le Blanc; 3rd, John H. Isley; 4th, Severin Braud; 5th, Adolphe 
Braud, Dorcini Landry; 6th, Philip Winfree, A. G. Alexander; 7th, Norbert Lan- 
dry, Valentin Babin. 


J. JARRY, NEW J. Jarry was elected mayor of Donaldsonville on June 
MAYOR . 12, 1848, succeeding the late David Israel, deceased. 

STATE HOUSE The old state house building on Government Square, 
DEMOLISHED which has been abandoned and unused for a number 


of years, was demolished this year, the debris being 
east into the mouth of Bayou Lafourche, on the Donaldsonville side, to prevent 
wavewash, 11 


SWORDS OF The Nicholls boys—Robert W. and Edward F.—dis- 
HONOR! played gallantry on the field of battle in Mexico. As a 

testimonial of their appreciation, the people of Donald- 
eanile desire to present them with swords of honor. Accordingly, a mass 
meeting was held at the arsenal in Donaldsonville on June 25, 1848, as reported 
in the Vigilant of June 28, 1848, as follows: 

“At a public meeting of the citizens of the parish of Ascension held on the 
25th June, 1848, at the arsenal in Donaldsonville, for the purpose of making suit- 
able arrangements for the presentation of the swords voted at a prior meeting 
to the Messrs. R. W. and E. F. Nicholls—On motion of Dr. Cottman, Judge Edou- 
ard Duffel was called to the chair and Henry L. Duffel was appointed secretary. 
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“The chair explained in a few words the object of the meeting, and on 
motion of Dr. Cottman, a committee of 64 was appointed by the chair as a com- 
mittee of arrangements to superintend preparation for public convenience at 
a delivery of the swords, of this committee then named. 

“Resolved, that a committee be appointed to superintend preparations for 
public convenience and at the delivery of swords, the committee to be composed 
of sixty-three. Richard Mc Call, Capitaine Narcisse Landry, J. Narcisse Terrio, 
G. H. Wyatt, J. B. Futch, Duncan F. Kenner, H. T. Williams, Simon Braud, 
Lestang Fortier, L. Gamotis, P. Arthur Hatkinson, Cleophas Mollere, Abraham 
F. Rightor, Achille Richard, A. W. Miller, Augustin Guilfont, J. L. Marcicq, W. 
H. Fauquier, Jacob Blum, L. Hermann, V. J. Pujos, Marcellus Le Blanc, Faustin 
Blanchard, Jos. Gondran, Octave Terrio, F. Lefort, Felix Gaudet, C. A. Johnson, 
W. C. S. Ventress, Vileor Dugas, W. Hatkinson, Aime Bercegeay, Sabin Martin, 
P. W. Johnson, J. A. Landry, Philippi Landry, Augustin M. Templet, E. J. Tebault, 
E. Pedesclaux, W. Gilbert, J. F. Ayraud, Emile Buquoi, C. Ford, Henry Duffel, 
Hippolyte Landry, A. W. Warren, Pierre Theodule Landry, Capitaine Vidal, 
Jules Landry, Albert Duffel, Ed. Gaudin, Victor Maurin, Pierre G. Donnequin, 
A. J. Powell, Just Comes, Louis Bourdier, J. C. Elder, Leon Le Blanc, J. Hutson, 
W. Randall, J. Jarry, J. R. Landry, L. Landry, A. Maurin. ..” 

The presentation took place on July 4, 1848, with a vast assembly of citizens 
present; and orations were delivered by Trasimond Landry and others. 12 


THE VIGILANT The Vigilant of July 1, 1848 observes that it is the 
only newspaper published in Ascension. 

BUSINESS HOUSES The following are in business in Donaldsonville at 
this time: Richard & Templet, Drugs, No. 17, Missis- 

Ssippi street; Theodore Mollere, watchmaker, No. 1, Mississippi street; F. Deson- 

ville, watchmaker, a la Pointe, No. 19; Joseph Greiger, master tailor, -No. 6, 

Crescent Place. 


STREETS . Claiborne and Lessard streets are to be opened shortly. 

A resolution was adopted by the town council on July 
31, 1848, authorizing Mayor J. Jarry to name a committee “to have an under- 
Standing with M. Scuddy or his agent, also with Mrs. A. F. Rightor for the 
opening of the streets of Claiborne and Lessard. ...” 


CLEOPHAS MOLLERE’S Having boasted sometime ago that it was the only news- 
PTO POPUL? paper in Ascension, the Vigilant of Aug. 26, 1848, ob- 
serves the birth of Vox Populi, as follows: 

“We have just received to-day, in our office, the prospectus of a new 
journal, entitled Vox Populi. This new feuille will be published in our parish 
by M. Cleophas R. Mollere. ...” The first issue of the new paper proved a great 
disappointment to the Vigilant, causing it to remark, in its issue of Sept. 13, 
1848, that Vox Populi appeared Sunday morning, having been born in Baton 
Rouge, end “En resume, le Vox Populi est assez mal imprime; c’est un journal! 
d’assez maigre apparence. Veuille Dieu lui preter les deux mois de viedemandis.” 

Subsequent issues showed no improvement said the Vigilant of Sept. 20, 
1S{8 in the following: “Le second numero de cette feuille a enfin fait son 
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apparition au monde. Il est encore plus nul que son aine si c’est chose pos- 
sible. ...” : 
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ELECTION The following have been chosen as commissioners to 
COMMISSIONERS serve at the election to be held on Nov. 7, 1848: At or 
near Simonet Landry, 1st District—Joseph Le Blanc, 
Arsene Hebert, Pharoon Le Blanc. Court House—Raphael Mollere, P. Arthur 
Hatkinson and V. J. Pujos. At store formerly of Pierre Cornet, 5th Dist. John 
Minor, Antoine Vicknair, H. C. Whiting. At H. V. Lamare’s store, New River, 
6th Dist. Simon P. Elisar, J. B. “Segond” Hebert, H. V. Lamare. At William 
Vincent store, Galveston Dist. Firmin Duplessis, John Sides, Elie Landry. 


1. Vigilant, Feb. 23, 1848. 

2. See Nicholls family, Aug. 5, 1876, herein. Also, 3 Ann. 134. 

3. Son of Joseph Landry, istAm. Commandant, and brother of Trasimon Landry, ist 
Lieut-Gov. This must have been his second wife. See July 16, 1846 herein. 

4. Later mayor. Kept store on R. R. Ave., at D. Ohlmeyer’s place. 

5. See Marr. Con., dated Aug. 4, 1835, Bk. of Mar. Con. R, p. 136; 12 Ann. 577; 4 Mart. 
O. S. 58;Chief, May 5, 1934. 

6. Probably refers to the convent at the corner of Iberville and St. Vincent streets. 

7. Now Port Vincent, founded by Vincent Scivique. 

8. It appears that Prairieville was in old days Prairie Alexander. 

9. This appears to be the Moore’s bridge-Hope Villa road. 

10. The old Galvestown road. See Roach, 4 Ann. 54. 

11. Re Old state house see Dec. 24, 1881, herein. 

12. See 7 Ann. 238, 
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. 1849 
MARRIAGES In its issue of Feb. 7, 1849, the Vigilant announces: 
“Maries, Samedi soir, Par M. R. W. Nicholls, juge de 
district, a leur domicile, M. J. Gondran, a Mlle. Frederique Roemer, et M. J. Hirch- 
buld a Mile. Julie Roemer, tous les quatre de Donaldsonville. 

“Mari, Mardi soir, a l’eglise paroissiale de l’Ascension, par le reverend abbe 
Bouillier, M. Henri Buquoi a Mile. Ezilda Amirati de Donaldsonville.” 

Judge Nicholls himself contracted the matrimonial idea, as is announced in 
the following from the Vigilant of Feb. 14, 1849: “Married, on Thursday the 8th 
inst., at the residence of Col. Philips, by the Right Rev. Bishop Polk, Judge Rob- 
ert Wellman Nicholls, of this place, to Miss Jane Philips of Assumption.” 

Jean Lafitte, Jr., of New Orleans, son of Jean Lafitte and Marie Castel, and 
Marie Emma Viala, daughter of Jean Pierre Viala and Euphemie Comeau, were 
married at the local Catholic church on Feb. 19, 1849, by Father Jean Boullier. 1 








SCHOOLS Public education is receiving due attention, as is noted 

in the following from the Vigilant of Feb. 28, 1849: “No- 
tice. The trustees of the Donaldsonville female institute are requested to meet 
at the Court House in Donaldsonville on Saturday the 3rd of February (March?) 
to take into consideration the measures necessary to its adoption to the new sys- 
tem of public schools, etc.” 


HATKINSON P, Arthur Hatkinson has been elected mayor of Donald- 
MAYOR sonville. 3 
SHOPS, ETC. In business here at this time, we note Beer & Blum, 


corner Miss. St. and Crescent Place, Theodore Mollere, 
bijouterie, corner of Lessard and Iberville, Humbert; Horolger, Miss. St., “pre 
l’Eglise,” Steinman, chaudronnerie, Crescent Place. 3 


CLERK OF COURT Our popular clerk of court, Lawrence D. Nicholls, was 
WEDS : recently married, as is noted in the following from the 
Vigilant of May 5, 1849: 
“Married.—On Tuesday the first day of May, by the Rev. Jean Bouillier, Law- 
rence D. Nicholls, Esq., to Miss Francoise Virginia Bond, both of this place.” 4 


KENNER The Whigs have nominated Declouet and Kenner for 

CANDIDATE FOR governor and lieutenant-governor, respectively. The 

LIEUT.-GOV. Democratic candidates, Walker and Plauche, were vic- 
torious. | 

THE VIGILANT Marciacq and Terrio, publishers of the Vigliant, dis- 


solved partnership on Aug. 4, 1849. J. L. Marciacq be- 
comes sole editor. 


SCHOOLS On Aug. 13, 1849, L. T. Landry opened the “Ecole Wash- 
ington,” a private school, located in Donaldsonville. Tu- 
ition $4 per month. 
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JUDGE NICHOLLS Judge Robert Wellman Nicholls, who was born in New 
SUCCUMBS Orleans on May 7, 1815, died at his residence in Don- 

aldsonville on Aug. 17, 1849. He had served as judge 
of the 4th district since Feb. 7, 1848, succeeding his father. A lengthy account 
of his death is found in the Vigilant of Aug. 18, 1849, 5 


TOWN COUNCIL The town council of Donaldsonville is now (Aug. 25, 

1849,) composed of P. Arthur Hatkinson, Mayor, E. J. 
Tebault, Wm. Fauquier, L. D. Nicholls, Thos. L. Randall, J. H. Isley and Adolphe 
Maurin. P. Rougeau is town constable. 


DUFFEL BECOMES Albert Duffel, parish recorder, has been appointed judge 
JUDGE of the 4th district to fill the vacancy caused by the death 
of Judge Nicholls. The following have announced their 
candidacies for the office of recorder vacated by Albert Duffel: Henry L. Duf- 
fel, Philip Winfree, Jr., Pierre Theodule Landry and John Francis Ayraud. 6 


ELECTIONS At the approaching election we behold a vast array of 

eandidates: For senator, Antoine Boudousquie; for clerk 
of court, Lawrence D. Nicholls; for sheriff, John L. Comstock; for assessor, Jean 
B. Hebert; for superintendent of education, Dr. Edward Duffel, Jr., Dorcini Lan- 
dry, Alph. Bercegay, James Nelson; for coroner, J. Achille Richard; for justice 
of the peace, P. Arthur Hatkinson; for congress, 2nd Dist., Charles M. Conrad. 7 


ADOLPHE The Vigilant of Aug. 29, 1849, says: “Decede a Donald- 
BOURDIER DIES sonville, hier soir, 28 Aout 1849, a huit heures, M. Adol- 
phe Bourdier, a l’age de 40 ans.” 


LEMANN’S STORE Jacob Lemann, prominent merchant, announces in the 
Vigilant of Aug. 29, 1849: 
“Qu’il vient de remonter son magasin, et que, comme par le passe, il aura 
toujours en depot, clous, huiles, peintures, souliers, etc., etc., ... 8 


AYRAUD BECOMES John F. Ayraud, having defeated his opponents in the 
RECORDER recent election, was commissioned parish recorder on 
Nov. 21, 1849. 


PARISH J. Narcisse Terrio, late a co-editor of the Vigilant, an- 
AUCTIONEER nounces that he is now “encanteur de paroisse, Bureau, 


No.. 61, rue Shetimaches.” 


1, Lafitte marriage, see Bk of Marriages 3, fo. 120. The original Jean Lafitte is said to 
have conducted smuggling operations in this section, using the Viala plantation as his base of 
operatons, and it appears that the Jean Lafitte, Jr.. who married Marie Emma Viala was a de- 
scendant of the original Jean, though I am not positive of this fact. 

t appears that Jules F. Jarry served as mayor to Mar. 20, 1849. 

3. Vigilant, Aug. 14, 1849. 

a 4, Lawrence D. Nicholls, on June 4, 1856, married Eliza Maurin. See Book of Marriages No. 
fo.5121, 184. 
* "8B. R.W. Nicholls was a brother of Francis T. Sce Nicholls family, Aug. 5, 1876, herein. 

6. Vigilant, Aug. 29, 1819. 

7. Vigilant, Aug. 29, 1819, 

8. Location not given. About 1870 his store was on Mississippi street, approximately where 
Hotel Donaldson new stands. The present store was erected in 1877, see July 14, 1877. 


oP Nee tee a, oy) ee | eer PL ae eee / ee '& i 
iia | ae ces tk io i i ye i i na a! i 
4 i * fyian @ y ar’ 


1 A 1 
a 
al 
Maearere 





s¢ Serpe FT 


40 erent a aa 7 eandelt nt 
Pfsrminer hoe 


al 2odT 


2 ee aaftes fe av 


sabuj bstnieggs soud eed seb 109297 deiseg TaN anda - eawooaw satya 








. Maoh edivyd bonus eempoey. oti (11) of doretetb th ohh to... d pau 
tisslt boonwouns gvadl pethrolto! oT 2llodoiMh sabol lo. ; » Vikeenal 
‘Ind .j] yaasl site fediA vd batesey asbt100°01 lo lite od) sot esivebibass 





6 busca eiostn yl adol bne ytbool elubootT sri ul einay iy ollie: tal 














to curs tncy x Dlosied, ow saitosle gaidasorqga,edd A: » ed norma 


dials 101 ; sitpeotoo8 winiad .7o!nn02 10: z9tebihnad . le 
neol ,2orentes 90% pilootenmel 1 ncdol Nixede sod :eModoit 00 ‘anemia 
-n6.J inistod th Jeti baewbd 1 .noitsoubs to trobastobrequa wt. 
ssitan| 103 jfrintloit ollidoA .L 2nc1w> wi ;soele% somel .yegsoisd wiqlA wb 
* berated .M softed> i bat jazo1y009 101 :noanidteH wihA 4 3069q — 





-blene@ 4 sbecs!l™ ayes OPS! 0S wud Io janligi¥ odT ‘ die oon 
fobs Wi moana akwil. - M081 wok 8 sick 19id .ollivues 4510 AaIGAUOg © 


“ane 0b ob o9n'! « 2 ibiw0ll odg 


——- 


eft of essnuocish issih leonliimong naemal denal anoTe 2unaMaL 
Oe! LS uA Yo tnaligiV 
e108 li eang of xq emge> op I» .nieagam noe totmome: ob adie up” 





©. + «tld pte ansilvce xoywiniog astlud uols sia 9 miuojnet 





of, ni etasnonao aid hatasteb gaived Jugal .4 afak. 
ne whaeges dziag, is acmanie saw naljosle jason 
QYBt IS wo 








~f Ansligi¥ odd to 10ilhig-0> 2 snl olnaT ozeinin% .t 
una otgloieg ob 1usinaens” won ai orl Jedd? Anon 
‘ “odonnsiied? owt f8 .0f 













\ eet te Parmar coe hehe saad Tat 


on ee ‘2 hae t lone ene nite) oa 


of Yoqum eo bovew erint 


ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA Page One Hundred Thirty-Nine 


———aIeEeSGSe6C0CNCceaeoa06)0N00000N SSNS cg 


1850 


OFFICIALS Ascension’s new officials are John L. Comstock, sher- 

iff; Lawrence D. Nicholls, clerk of court; John A. Rich- 
ard, coroner; John B. Hebert, assessor;1 Albert Duffel, district judge;2 and Emile 
Legendre, district attorney. 3 





CENSUS Ascension’s population has grown considerably during | 
the past decade. The census of 1850, which was taken 

in this parish by Philip Winfree, Jr., discloses the following figures: whites, 

3340; free colored, 146; slaves, 7266. Total 10,752. 

MAILS Our people have suffered from inadequate mail service 
for many years. Endeavoring to secure improvement, 

the Legislature enacted Act 73, approved Mar. 7, 1850, as follows: 

“That the Senators in Congress ... be instructed, and the members of the 
House. .. be requested to use their Best efforts to procure a tri-weekly mail ser- 
vice between New Orleans and Donaldsonville,...” 


MANIA A POTU The “Picayune” of Apr. 20, 1850, reports: “An inquest 

was held last evening on the body of Martin Grinan, on 
board the steamboat Gen. Taylor. He embarked at Donaldsonville, and died on 
reaching the city, from the effects of Mania a potu. Grinan was an Irishman.. ” 


ISLAND OF Under the terms of Acts 67 of 1850 and 95 of 1850, the 

MAUREPAS Island of Maurepas is transferred to the parish of Liv- 
ingston. 

OFFICIALS Andrew Gingry served as post-master at Donaldsonville 


until Oct. 1, 1850, at which time Victor Maurin quali- 
fied. 4 


1, Commissioned on Jan. 5, 1850. 
2. Commissioned Feb. 6, 1850. 

3. Commissioned Feb. 16, 1850. 
4. 9 Ann. 132, 
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1851 
CITIZENS MIGRATE Leon Gautreau has departed from the Mississippi river 
FROM RIVER TO to settle on New River. On arriving there he estab- 
INTERIOR lished himself about nine miles east of New River post- 


: office. 1 He reports 2 that the settlers who preceded 
him, and who now dwell near his new location, are: Mrs. Zenon Gautreau, Cy- 
prien Landry, who operates a small store, 3 Jean Louis Parent, Henry Parker, 4 
Adlard Gautreau, Simeon Gautreau and Eugene Gautreau. He further reports 
that Sylvanie Bourque, Evariste Bourque and J. D. “Minet” Elisar followed him 
Shortly, and that Evariste Le Blanc lives in the dense forest to the south; 5 that 
no postal facilities have been established in the New River section, but that all 
mail for the settlers is brought to the store of H. V. “To-To” Lamare, a short dis- 
tance up New River; that, in order to reach the fleuve or front, one has to pro- 
ceed via New River lane which was opened a few years ago; that there are no 
public schools on New River; 6 that the Catholic settlers attend religious services 
at a chapel several miles up New River, 7 where a priest spends a month each 
year, and where a chapel, about ten feet square, has been erected near a giant 
live oak; that, in case of marriages, the contracting parties journey to Donald- 
son, or await the annual visit of the priest; that there is a cemetery near the 
chapel, 8 and that his father, Narcisse Gautreau, has established himself on Bayou 
Narcisse. 


EDUCATION There are now 869 educable children in the parish. 
PARISH BASTILE The police jury, by and through its committee composed 


of Narcisse Landry, Henry Doyal, Edward Gaudin, Sr., 
and John L. Comstock, on Sept. 26, 1851, entered into a contract with John Bel- 
son of Assumption parish, who, for a consideration of $6250, agreed to build a 
jail and a dwelling house for the jailor, on the lot of ground, “where the parish 
prison now stands.” The dimensions of the jail are to be 40x50 ft., constructed 
of brick, 14 ft. in height. 





EPISCOPAL CHURCH | Rev. Caleb Dowe arrived at Donaldson on Nov. 9, 1851, 
and entered upon his duties. The Bishop, shortly there- 
after, organized the parish anew. 


OFFICIALS John L. Comstock and John B. Hebert were commis- 
sioned as sheriff and assessor, respectively, on Nov. 13, 
1851. 





At Bayou Narcisse, near Gonzales. 
Statement made to the writer. Mr. Gautreau cied in 1931. 
Near site formerly occupied by Picard & Geismar. 
Patentee of land comprising eastern portion of Gonzales. 
Present site of Carencro. 
- He reports first public school opened about 1855, about two miles west of Gonzales, where 
Adlard Gautreau taught about six children; next school opened about 1858, north side of New 
River, present site of Gonzales. 
- Now Cornerview. 

8. He states that both the Cornerview and Prairieville cemeteries were established prior to 
the Civil War. It appears that Philip M. Mann, in 1844, donated the land for the Catholic and 
Protestant cemeteries at Prairieville. See 1844 herein. Mr. Gautreau further stated that the 
Cornerview chapel was erected prior to the one at Prairieville, and that a Jarge two-story build- 
ing in Donaldson was used as a court house. Evidently Contractor Weldon had not completed 
his contract. See Nov. 21, 1846, herein. 
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1852 | 

CONGRESSMAN The “Courier” of Feb. 19, 1852, reports: “Hon. J. A. 

LANDRY Landry.—We regret to learn from the “Vigilant” that 


this gentleman is very ill at Washington.” Favorable 
news, however, is contained in the “Courier” of Feb. 26, 1852, as follows: “Hon. 
J. Aristide Landry.—We are happy to announce that this gentleman has recov- 
ered, and resumed his seat in Congress.” 


DEATH OF PIERRE Pierre Amirati, venerable and highly esteemed citizen, 
AMIRATI died on Feb. 5, 1852, at-the age of 72 years. 1 


CONSTITUTIONAL The Constitution of 1845 being unsatisfactory, a propo- 





CONVENTION sition to hold a constitutional convention was submitted 

NEW POST-OFFICE Tureaud post-office was established on April 15, 1852, 
to the electorate in April, 1852, and was carried, the 

Ascension vote being: For, 140; against, 54. 2 

THE “VIGILANT” On June 1, 1852, Jean Louis Marciacq, for a considera- 
with Francois Jaumes, first post-master. 3 


SOLD tion of $2500, sold our local newspaper, the “Vigilant,” 
a “Whig journal,” to Pierre Perriez, a native of Gironde, 

France. 4 

KENNER The “Courier” of June 29, 1852, reports: “The Hon. D. 

MENTIONED F. Kenner is alluded to in the list of Whig candidates 


for governor by the Bulletin. We now have mentioned 
Mc Whorter (et als) and Kenner—strong men all of them.” 


DUFFEL AND Dr. Edward Duffel, Jr., 5 and Thos. C. Nicholls are the 
NICHOLLS delegates from Ascension to the Constitutional conven- 


tional which met at Baton Rouge on July 5, 1852. Dun- 
can F. Kenner, who represents our senatorial district, was elected president of 
the convention. 


EPISCOPAL — Ex-Governor Johnson, on Aug. 29, 1852, donated to the 
CHURCH Episcopal congregation at Donaldson, two lots and a 


two-story residence and school building. situated there- 
on. The act prescribes that there should be maintained an “Episcopal institute, 
literary and religious.” 6 


1. 1 Rob. 535. 

2. Courier, Apr. 23, 1852. 4 m 

%.  Tureaud was in Burnside section. Discontinued Oct. 7, 1868; re-established Feb. 13, 1878, 
with Benj. Turead as post-master; again discontinued, Jan. 10, 1881. = 

{. See, also, M. B. 9, fo, 599; C. B. 23, fo. 95, 110; C, B. 25, fo. 78; C. B. 25, fo. 186, 187; C. 
B. 26, fo. 149; C. B. 19, fo. 336. 442, Ascension ph. records. ep 1879) 

% Dr. Edward Duffel, Jr., was the son of Dr. (Parish Judge) Edward Duffel (1786-1859). 
Dr. Duffel, Jr., was born on Woodstock plantation, Dec. 11, 1811; died, Ascension, Jan. 18, Mar. 
igh YT get ABS Duffel, died in Donaldson, June, 1935, at age 87. See Times-Picayune, Mar. 

ry JOD, 


6, Appzars to be the Johnson Female Institute. 





we "soa re 






‘nasitio Seapsenles GHAR stdarocsr “Hier gee ee 
 areoy ST lo age eddie Soa! 6 ne 


aie eee mre 
agora 2 teas ieniod 22! Yo noltusitanod. al 








if > 











hettindor anv. anisrsno9 Sheadtesiitenos a blod of odin: 
BEG 2) lingA ao bed eew eoiNe-leoq buarwt | _xorsv0-T20% Wad 
on? sities anw boa SE8D JingA ni »teroiosle edt of Mote 
& 2d denlane ant “_ :pated siov antennal: : 
2 A ce 7 ur ee on etme ae. bee wite 
eviblanes 8 402 saith ire? aust, £L84t 2 ounsl sigs | SU AIOI" ABT > 
© selenite ieG@ tril zomusl eloonetd diiw Cuianns 
“Jasltgi¥” od? pvqueewad Insol io blor 00288 Yo noid  @ioea ~ 
Shnotid lo witea s selaneT er19id of “iori0l yldW" 2 , . 
+ 4 onevt - Ss 
GZ wolt dT :eroqget BEOE Of saul to “rstn0D” of  sSIvVE 
winbivnn yidW Yo toil edt wi of bobulle zt sonnet 7 ‘GaV0OITMaM 
basiciinem sved won 9 jaifeliv’ sit vd 1omevog tot we vi Bry MORE 
"met 16 tin nom ynotte—reneN hae (ele io) ar : 
Wy aoe k oJ ee 
odd ore elfodoiN  2odT fas ® .1l lotod buwwbat sd avs sata 
“nevhto lonoitutitetoD 9A} at noieass2A mon astegalet A ‘eHOROn'® 


“oud S240 2 -ylul wo sgU@A cote to tom doidw fnaoit 
le tnshizaug hetosle mw ieittzib [eitoinase m0 hate odw xsanst Saee 


ont ot bethwob Last a wn fhe ,noandol eiteteceey tinal. 
# baa tol ow! woebiagod t% aoilcneneo leqoseigd 


“atHi! boteotie aniblind loose bas sonshizet viole-owd ae 
<hrti tant’ ere, aR bentesaiam od bivode sverlt nd) andinoarng 3 














* 
g%) — A he were ' rw 


AOE Tt at Weteltdades-41 ‘uals 
a maramandee 





Page One Hundred Forty-Two THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 


eee 





1853 
NEW MARKET On ey 10, 1853, the town of Donaldson, represented by 
HOUSE L. D. Nicholls, mayor, entered into a contract with John 


Bellson of Assumption, wherein the latter, for a consid- 
eration of $6000, obligated himself to build a new market-house, “on the land 
where the present one now stands.” 1 


DEATH Mrs. Marie Le Blanc, wife of Louis Bourdier, died on 
March 1, 1853. She was born Feb. 6, 1790. 


STATISTICS A state census taken this year revealed the following in 

Ascension: Whites, 3520; free colored, 203; slaves, 6889 
—total population 10,662. The state register discloses that there are 3 churches . 
of an aggregate value of $60,000; qualified electors, 673; two mewspapers, the 
“Vigilant” and the “Coast Journal” 2 are published here. Yellow fever claimed 
50 victims in the parish during the epidemic which swept the state during the 
summer and autumn. 


WHIG CONVENTION A Whig convention was recently held at Donaldsonville, 
causing the “Weekly Comet,” (Baton Rouge), to remark 
in its issue of Aug. 7, 1853: 

“The convention at Donaldsonville nominated the Hon. T. G. Hunt, of New 
Orleans, as the Whig candidate for Congress for that district.” 3 

Little harmony prevailed at this convention, as is related in the following 
from the “Comet” of Sept. 2, 1853, in the following: “The Whigs of the second 
Congressional District, are in another snarl. The difficulty grows out of the 
Donaldsonville convention; the object of which was to select a candidate for 
Congress. A basis of representation, ‘a bone of contention—never bare,’ is the 
cause of quarrel. 

“The city delegation becoming dissatisfied with the proceedings, withdrew, 
and the country delegation, sent a delegation to invite them to come back and 
have the squabble out. They did so. All the parishes in the district were rep- 
resented except St. John Baptiste. On casting the vote, it was found that the 
parishes of St. Mary, St. Martin and St. Charles, voted 13 votes for John Moore. 
Assumption, Ascension, Lafourche, Terrebonne and a portion of St. James, cast 
"17 votes for J. A. (Aristide) Landry, and then the parishes of Orleans, Jefferson 
and a portion of St. James cast 36 votes for T. G. Hunt. ...” 


NEW OFFICIALS Officials for Ascension have been commissioned as fol- 

lows: John L. Comstock, sheriff; L. D. Nicholls, clerk of 
court; John F. Ayraud, recorder, whose commissions were issued Dec. 28, 1853, 
and John B. Hebert, assessor, commissioned Nov. 21, 1853. 


1.) C.1B. 21, fo. 201. 

2. Coast Journal. owned by E. F. Morehead and J. Claude Mathieu. C. B. 25, fo. 186, 187. 
See, also, M. B. 9, fo. 599; C. B. 23, fo. 95, 110, 352; C. B. 24, fo. 439; C. B. 25, fo. 78; C. B. 26, 
fo. 149; C. B. 19, fo. 336, 422, Ascension parish records. Also, see Act 132, approved Mar. 2, 
1866, appropri: iting $3495 to Edward F. Morehead. Purposes ‘unknown. 

3. Weekly Comet found at L. S. U. library. 
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1854 
ASCENSION’S| _ Among Ascension’s officials we find Sosthene Mollere, 
OFFICIALS coroner; Albert Duffel, judge, 4th district; Emile Le. 


gendre, district attorney; Duncan F. Kenner and Wil- 
liam C. Lawes, senators from Ascension, St. James and St. John. J. A. Richard 
will become representative on the third Monday of January. 


BOUQUETS “St. Michel,” (Convent), on Mar. 4, 1854, states: “We 

pray the Ascension Pioneer to accept our many thanks 
for the good wishes they gave us.” And, again, in the same issue they note: “We 
are under obligations to a friend on having read the flattering compliment paid 
us by the Vigilant of Donaldson, and we accept same as an encouragement.” 


ST. VINCENT’S The General Assembly enacted Act 134, approved Mar. 
HOSPITAL 16, 1854, which appropriated $2000 to “St. Vincent’s Hos- 

: pital and Asylum of Sisters of Charity” at Donaldson- 
ville. “St. Michel,” in its issue of Apr. 1, 1854, reports: “The Legislature voted 
$2000 to charitable institutions at Donaldson.” 


THE COAST On Apr. 28, 1854, Prudent D’Artlys of St. John parish, 
JOURNAL sold to Cleophas and Songy F. Mollere, the “Journal de 

la Cote,” established here, the consideration being 
$500. 1 


BAYOU LAFOURCHE Our citizens have long clamored for an adequate bridge 
BRIDGE across Bayou Lafourche at Donaldsonville. The police 

jury was, under the terms of Act. 189, approved Mar.. 16, 
1854, authorized to construct such a bridge. Accordingly, on June 24, 1854, that 
body, represented by Edward Gaudin, Sr., Lestang Fortier and J. Adelard Braud, 
and the town council, represented by Mayor L. D. Nicholls, Pierre G. Donnequin, 
Clement Boudreau and Louis Bourdier, entered into a contract with Maxwell, 
Briggs & Co., to build such a bridge prtor to Jan. 1, 1855, for the sum of $17,000, 
the bridge’ to be a Howe patent truss type, and to be constructed of pitch pine 
timber. 

“St. Michel,” in its issue of June 24, 1854, says: “The municipality and the po- 
lice jury at Donaldsonville have adopted the plan of Mr. John Belson, for a bridge 
‘to be thrown across the bayou, in line with Attakapas street. 2 It is estimated 
that the cost will not exceed $20,000.” 


KNOW-NOTHINGS “St. Michel,” on June 17, 1854, reports that branches of 
the Know-Nothings have been established at... Don- 

aldsonville. 

DEATHS Jean Dominique, a native of Genoa, died Nov. 28, 1854, 


at the age of 58 years. 


PIERRE PERRIEZ’S The “Vigilant” is complimented by “St. Michel” of Dee. 
“VIGILANT” 9, 1854, as follows: “The Vigilant of Donaldson, pub- 
lished by our confrere, M. Pierre Perriez, is being pub- 
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lished in both languages. We wish our friend all the success merited by his 
courage and enterprising spirit.” : 


BRIDGE ABOUT TO “St. Michel” of Dec. 16, 1854, notes that the Bayou La- 
BE OPENED, fourche bridge will soon be opened. The same issue 
ARTILLERY _ notes that a detachment of the artillery company of 

Donaldson left on last Sunday for New Orleans, to cel- 
ebrate the feast of their illustrious patron, St. Barbe. 
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OLD HOMESTEAD AT PRAIRIEVILLE 


LAFOURCHE The Mississippi and Lafourche Railroad company was 
RAILROAD incorporated by Act approved Mar. 12, 1855, the incor- 

porators being Trasimond Landry, Abraham F. Rightor, 
E. E. Kittridge, Edouard Gaudin, Sr., W. W. Pugh, R. C. Martin, D. Himel, George 
Seth Guion, A. Donaldson and P. H. Garey. 


PERRIEZ SELLS Pierre Perriez, on Jan. 30, 1855, for a consideration of 
“VIGILANT” $150, sold the “Vigilant” to Edward F. Morehead. 1 


SHOULD WE DAM? The advisability of closing Bayou Lafourche at its mouth 

is being discussed and debated on every hand. “St. 
Michel,” (March 17, 1855), notes that the question continues to occupy the at- 
tention of the people, and of the newspapers; that the project has its friends as 
well as its enemies, and that there is considerable to say both for and against the 
proposition. 


THE COAST On Mar. 28, 1855, Songy F. Mollere sold to Chas. F. Pel- 
JOURNAL litier, the “Journal de la Cote.” 2 





MRS. VIALA DIES Mrs. Ernestine Le Blanc, wife of Hypolite Viala, who 
was born on Jan, 16, 1832, died on June 16, 1855. 


STRAWS SHOW,ETC. The “Coast Journal 3 has gone Democratic, causing the 

“Weekly Comet,” to remark in its issue of July 22, 1855: 
“The Coast Journal, published at Donaldsonville, has doffed the mantle Demo- 
cratic, and proclaims itself a neutral journal. It gives a place to the Democratic 
as well as to the American ticket for the state officers, at the approaching elec- 
tion. Straws show which way the wind blows.” 





1. CG. B25. ‘fo. 78. 

2.° Co Bo 846 fae 352. : ned 

3. The author has not seen a single copy of this journal. It appears to have been ownes 
by E. F. Morehead, J. C. Mathieu, Songy Mollere, Pierre A, Duval, J. K. Murray, A. M. Cottmann 
aud Thos. Cottmann. C. B. 25, fo. 186 z 









i ye ot Se 4 ii 
tt ye bn a r 7 ed) ee 


wed : 


a 
ret avi 


: ; ue Lie SA 
et a 
hs 

bie fi 
opti io A A, 


; i ae Pet) 
Ane ¥ You WLe IVa a 
4, y re ted ’ 


futatstpineree hte at 

‘Th Shey \eaiemead est a eke i oe ‘ ‘ Wy 

; ioe hy arte a 
pris se 

‘ie weare 
; ¥ 2 t Ppa) hy Wie: ete 

(A ie es me Me potas " 


nied tag 
Pe ae 


him a as 2 











Pens . 








caw “angmeo baewlieh odowelr! hos iqqiezieel od? SHOMUOTAL 
-wiani edt ZGRE ST ww beverage 1oA yd beletoqiosah = GAORAL 


bie. Tt medewde, Wabred boomieci? yitiod etoile Iq 
ayaa oot 7 othe O98 wiped WW on nibond binvoeha .sgbirnitla 2.0 
vos) .F .4 bue aceblenoG .A wolud died 


lo nofletehianos & WO) GORI ME .col oo retried ait9lF 2iJaa SaInAad 
; bearterotd 4 tamebl of “inslizi¥™ sdt blos Sle “TVASLNY" 

pe eli te attormoted vorrnél Bnizol» io viilidasivhs efT 3=836oTMAC BW GIUORS 

Je” .baed vero no betadeb bas beaznoeih enied at 

-s oi} yquizce of eowniimed noilzoup orl? indt aston (eat Af dow) “iedoiM 

en ebnoitt efi endl loojorg elf fart! ;zisqeqewen odd to baw .slqosq odd Yo moitnel 

ott Janiage bas to) dlod yne ot olde @bienoo ai a1oddt tad) ban zoids ei en ew 











-noltizogorg 
-loT 2 nnd of bloe svellobt .2 yyno2 228t BS xeM a0 72409 ART 
©9909 al sh lensol” ont ,toittl = * JAVAUOL 





ow wnlni¥ stifoqyH Yo Mive ousid x1 snitesmd 2M = BI ADALY 29 


GORY OE onset, ie Reille Seat 21 real no atod zew 


a 















c a 








od? yaizueo rilciomedl onoy ead © icawwol tea0D” ofT OTE WOH eWAnTa 5 


8661 £8 ylul lo onexi ett ab sactio: 01 “tomo yldeoW" 

-oomdl sitram od} boYtob atal silivnoeblenoG tx bodaildyq fenwol teeoD oft” 

minreomed ott of aoalg e movig $1 lnso} latiuen & Meeti amisloorg bas rile 

“ial? Maletoneraas ot 1 wenitto state ort vol Indolt mnakawen sat ot ee How 
uF Tee abe Se Oe 












Page One Hundred Forty-Six THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
a a RL RS Bet SED NAD SCRYERS SI me 
a" 
1856 
CEMETERIES By virtue of the provisions of Act 13, approved Feb. 16, 
1856, the Ascension Roman Catholic Church is author- 


ized to dispose of certain lands for burial grounds—one for Jews and the other 
for Protestants. 


DEATH OF Jean Pierre Viala, son of Jean J. Viala and Ce. Isard, 
JEAN P. VIALA who was born in Avignon, France, on Feb. 17, 1783, de- 


parted this life on June 12, 1856. Mr. Viala was the 
owner of Viala plantation, below Donaldson. 


NEWSPAPER Jean Claude Mathieu, on July 29, 1856, transferred to 

7 Ed. F. Morehead, a % interest in the “Vigilant,” (pub- 

lished here by Ed. F. Morehead and Co.), and a 1-3 interest in the “Journal de la 
Cote,” (published by Cleophas R. Mollere, Songy Mollere and J. C. Mathieu). 1 

On July 31, 1856, Songy Mollere sold his 1-4 interest in the “Vigilant,” and 

his 1-3 interest in the “Coast Journal” to Edouard Francis Morehead. 2. Cleophas 

R. Mollere, on Sept. 10, 1856, sold his 1-4 interest in the “Vigilant,” and his 1-3 

interest in the “Coast Journal,” to Victor Pujos, Jr., the consideration being $400.3 


1. C. B. 25, fo. 186. 
2. C. B. 25, fo. 187. 
3. C.. B. 25, fo.. 204. 
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ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA Page One Hundred Forty-Seven 
| 1857 
LEGISLATURE The Legislature met in January, and the “Gazette and 


Comet,” of Feb. 22, 1857, reports: “Hon. Duncan I’. Ken- 
ner, senator elect from the parishes of Ascension, St. James and St. John the Bap- 
tist, was qualified, and took his seat.” David A. Randall, representative, is paid 
a tribute in the “Gazette and Comet” of Mar. 1, 1857, quoting the following from 
the “Vigilant”: “The Vigilant contains an article entitled ‘Pencil Sketches in Ink’ 
of the various members of the Legislature ... (and says of Mr. Randall): ‘And 
last though not least we have in sight your venerable representative, Hon. David 
A. Randall, of whom I can truthfully say, your parish may well feel proud, for 
no member so deservedly and so universally commands the confidence and es- 
teem of the House. He is perhaps the ine member who is always at his bee 
and never once fails to answer a roll call...” 


ELECTION At an election held in April, 1857, for associate justice 
of the supreme court, Ascension voted: Cole, 81; Lea, 
292. Albert Duffel was elected district judge. 1 


DEMOCRATIC The Democratic State convention met in Baton Rouge 
CONVENTION on May 23, 1857, as is noted in the following from the 


“Gazette and Comet” of the 24th: 

“Ex-Governor T. Landry, occupied the chair, or was standing when we went 
in, addressing the meeting. The President (Trasimond Landry) urged with much 
force and eloquence the importance of selecting, for the approaching canvass, 
good and sufficient men. ... ” 


ASCENSION’S The American State Convention will meet in Baton 
DELEGATES Rouge on June 8, 1857, and Ascension will be represent- 
ed by the following leading citizens: 2 Dr. Edward Duf- 
fel, Octave Terrio, Valery Landry, Just Comes, A. Dominique, Victor Maurin, R. 
P. Landry, A. Maurin, L. D. Nicholls, P. Landry, A. F. Rightor, J. B. Hebert, W. 
C. Lawes, P. Cire, F. Renaud, T. Cire, F. Nicholls, B. Mollere, S. C. Hepburn, L. 
Fortier, Manuel Fuentes, Simon Braud, J. B. Fuentes, E. Gaudin, Sr., A. J. Pow- 
ell, Elphege Gaudin, E. Bouquoi, P. Dalferes, H. Buquoi, J. St. Martin, Jr., J. H. 
IIsley, Sr., A. Lauve, J. H. Ilsey, Jr., Songy Reynaud, R. Martinez, I. Surita, J. E. 
Bertaut, H. Hall, H. Viala, E. Le Blanc, W. Hatkinson, Aug. Richard, J. B. Rod- 
riguez, J. Steward, T. Blouin, F. Boze, H. Gautreau, Leon Le Blanc, N. Braud, E. 
Terrio, J. Belson, A. Gomez, R. McCall, J. Hewitt, F. Gomez, C. Acosta, M. Ourso, 
H. Rodriguez, L. J. Vincent, P. J. Harbour, F. M. Robards, and Henri Martin. 


“VIGILANT” On June 15, 1857, the “Gazette and Comet” expressed 
CONDEMNED the following opinion of the “Vigilant”: “Changed 


Again.—Le Vigilant at Donaldsonville is certainly a very 
remarkable hebdomadal newspaper.—The first part of the year, it is Democrat- 
ic, after the merry month of May, it turns Know Nothing. In the last number 
before us, we have the following scrap in reference to wharves and wharfrats 
in New Orleans. ... ” 
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HONEST CLUB An account of the proceedings of the Honest Club is 
ORGANIZED - found in the following from the “Gazette and Comet” 
. of July 23, 1857: 

“The Honest Club.—Such is the title of a very (?) extensive organization 
down in the parish of Ascension. The Donaldsonville Coast Journal gives us an 
account of its first meeting, which tock place in the seventh ward. Mr. Theo- 
dule Hamilton, was chosen president, D. H. Miller, secretary, and Ursin Argreve, 
treasurer. The president stated the object of the meeting briefly, and conse- 
quently—eloquently. He said ‘it was to form a society for mutual protection of . 
property of every description.’ The meeting now being duly organized for bus- 
iness, Mr. Ursin Argreve intimated that the treasurer was ready to receive any 
monies that might be contributed towards this laudable undertaking. Mr.. Ur- 
sin Argreve then offered the following resolution: ‘Resolved, That any person or 
persons found in any way guilty of theft of any kind punishable by law, shall 
be taken before a Court of justice and dealt with according to law of the parish. 
Should the club fail to obtain justice: that said person or persons shall be dealt 
with by the members of the club ‘as they shall decide.” ...The following reso- 
lution of Mr. Ursin Argreve met opposition: ‘Resolved, That in the case of any 
person or persons being unable to show that he or they obtain their living hon- 
estly the club shall appoint a committee to see in what way such person makes 
his living. General Graball made an eloquent and effective speech in opposi- 
tion; in which he introduced the seven wise men of Greece; Tullus Hostilius and 
the Horatii of Rome, Charlemagne of France and King John of England; but all, 
to no purpose, the resolution was adopted. ... Committee for the lower part 
of the ward: Valentin Babin,... ” 











= 


J. ARISTIDE The “Gazette and Comet” of Aug. 2, 1857, comments as 
LANDRY follows on the candidacy of J. Aristide Landry: “Hon. 

J. Aristide Landry.—We notice the name of this gentle- 
man announced in the Donaldsonville (La.) Vigilant, as an independent candi- 
date for the Recordership of that parish. The name of Mr. Landry, wherever he 
is known, is a tower of strength. The voters of Ascension will show their good 
sense by electing him in November next as their Recorder, by a large majority. 
For honesty, capacity and integrity, we feel safe in saying, that they cannotplace 
their records in better and safer hands.” 


DRS. MENG AND “Making Game of one Another,” is the title of a news- 
CLAVERIE SETTLE item ‘appearing in the “Gazette and Comet” of Aug. 13, 
MATTERS 1857, as follows: “The Coast Journal published at Don- 


aldsonville, gives an account of a hostile encounter be- 
tween Dr. Clavery and.Dr. Meng. The Journal says: “Several shots were ex- 
changed; one of which took effect in the leg of Dr. Meng wounding him slightly. 
An examination of the affair was had before Justice Terrio, which resulted in 
the acquittal of Dr. Clavery. 

“When doctors disagree, they should settle their difficulties with the same 
Weapon they use on the community at large. The saw or the dissecting knife, 
would be good to make living demonstrations of anatomy, for the benefit of hu- 
manity if not of science.” 
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FIRE AT DOYAL’S In its issue of Sept. 20, 1857, the “Gazette and Comet,” 


MOUNT HOUMAS quoting the “Vigilant,” says: “Fire at Henry Doyal’s 

Plantation.—The Vigilant at Donaldsonville says: ‘The 
officers of the C. D. Jr., on her trip down Friday morning, informed us that a 
fire took place on the plantation of Henry Doyal, about the time they were pass- 
ing. It was seen from this place, and burned for more than an hour.—aAs yet 
we have heard no further particutars.” 


ELECTION At an election held in Nov., 1857, Ascension voted: For 

senator, Ascension, Assumption and Terrebonne,—E. E. 
Malhiot and F. S. Goode, (Dem.) For member of Congress—Glendy Burke (Am.) 
179; Miles Taylor, 728. David A. Randall and ———————— Babin were elected 
representatives. 3 


1. Gazette and Comet, Apr. 19, 1857. 

2. Gazette and Comet, June 4, 1857. 

3. Gazette and Comet, Nov. 8, 1857. Miles Taylor, born Saratoga Springs, N. Y., July 16, 
1805. Said to be buried on front portion of Scattery plantation, near Donaldson. See 41 Ann. 


1858 


STATISTICS Fisher describes Donaldsonville as follows: “Donald- 
sonville, p. v., and cap..Ascension par., La., on the S. 
W. side of the Mississippi r., immediately below the Bayou Lafourche, 27 M. S. 
by E. Baton Rouge. It was formerly the State capital. The place is pleasantly 
situated, and has some fine buildings, among which are the C. H., Arsenal, U. S. 
Land Office, a college, etc. It has considerable trade and may be considered as 
the depot of the Bayou Lafourche country. Pop. 1,498.” 1 
The same authority discloses that Ascension has 157 farms, 755 dwellings, 
and a population of :Whites, 3339, free colored, 147, and slaves, 7266. 


DEATH OF Mrs. Julia N. Minor, wife of W. A. Elmore, attorney- 
MRS. ELMORE general, departed this life on Oct. 6, 1858, in the 29th 
% year of her age. Interment was had at the family bur- 


ial grounds on Linwood plantation. 


NEWSPAPERS On Sept. 30, 1858, Jean Claude Mathieu, Edward F. More- 
head and Songy Mollere, for a consideration of 8900, 
sold the “Journal de la Cote et Le Vigilant” to Pierre A. Duval. 2 - 


: tga ti Gazetteer,” Fisher, 1858, Cabildo, New Orleans. 
y AG oe 26, fo. 149, Ascension parish records. 


1859 


DEATH OF Henry Doyal, Sr., prominent planter of New River post- 
HENRY DOYAL office, died on January 29, 1859. 1 
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Sy 
SWAMP LANDS Further efforts are being made to reclaim the swamp 
lands of Ascension. By Act 146 of 1859, the Legislature 
appropriates $12,000 towards reclamation work on New River. Act 151 of 1859 
appropriates $5000 to the second district for the reclamation of swamp lands on 
Bayou McCall. 











DEATH OF Dr. Jos. St. Martin, a native of France, born Apr. 9, 1792, 

DR. ST. MARTIN died in Donaldsonville on Apr. 19, 1859, leaving a son, 
. J. Emile St. Martin. 2 

FORMER PARISH Dr. Edward Duffel, Sr., ex-parish judge, died on May 6, 

JUDGE ANSWERS 1859. He was born in Philadelphia, on July 31, 1786, 

LAST CALL and at his death left surviving him the following chil- 


dren: Dr. Edward, 3 Elizabeth (Mrs. Adolphe Seghers), 
Albert, 4 Clara (Mrs. Robt. W. td Virginia (Mrs. Julian Seghers) and Henry 
L. Duffel. 5 


THE “ASCENSION Le Drapeau de l’Ascension is now being published in 
BANNER” Donaldsonville by Mr. Superveille, at his shop on the 


corner of Railroad Ave. and Opelousas street. 6 


20 Ann, 541. 
Dr. St. Martin, it appears, left a number of children. 
Delegate to the Secession convention, and father of the late Dr. L. E. Duffel, who died 
in Donaldsonville recently. 
Ibert Duffel, the supreme court justice, 

4% Alber court judge in Ascension parish. 

“Ascension Banner” was being published here in Sept., 1859, and continued to Dec. 

18, 1869, Prous it appears to have suspended in 1870. 


Sane 


1860 


ALBERT DUFFEL Ascension parish congratulates her son, Albert Duffel, 


on his elevation to the supreme court, which event oc- 
_curred on Mar. 12, 1860. 1 


THE CANNONEERS The Cannoneers of Donaldson journeyed to Baton 
Rouge recently, as is reported in the following from 
the “Gazette and Comet” of Mar. 15, 1860: 

“The Cannoneers.—On going to press last night, the Cannoneers of Donald- 
sonville were passing our door, escorted by the Creole Guards, on their way to 
quarters in the barracks. They came by land, and will be on the ground to con- 
tend for the premium to-day.” 


WHITE HOUMAS For years the residents of lower New River have been 
P. O. compelled to go to New River post-office for postal ser- 


vice. At last a post-office, White Houmas, has been es- 
tablished, and Vincent Paul Landry has been named first postmaster, 2 
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ONE) STARS an Ne ote enema TOY | AN (Fak 
RUMORS OF WAR Rumblings of secession ‘are heard on every hand. The 

Legislature met in extraordinary session on Dec. 10, 
1860, and on the 12th passed an act calling a convention to consider the advisa- 
bility of seceding. Delegates are to be elected on Jan. 7, 1861, and the conven- 
tion is scheduled to assemble in Baton Rouge on Jan. 23, 1861. 


1.: Albert Duffel, born, Woodstock plantation, Feb. 9, 1813, died in Brusly McCall during 
early part of Civil War; left surviving the following children: Frederick, Albert, Valery, Leon- 
ard, Samuel, Leonce, Leonide, Clara, Antonia and Louise Duffel. Married Louise Landry of 
Souvenir plant. 

White Houmas was situated at present site of Gonzales; discontinued on June 28, 1866; 
grote dea: on Aug. 14, 1876, with Vincent Adlard Gautreau, and again discontinued on Apr. 
» 1877. Were 


1861 
SECESSION ' The Secession Convention assembled at Baton Rouge on 
CONVENTION Jan. 23, 1861, with Ascension’s delegates, Edward Duf- 


fel 1 and Dr. Thomas Cottman, 2 as well as our sena- 
torial delegates, R. C. Martin and Adolphe Verret, present. The Ordinance of 
Secession was adopted on Jan. 26, 1861, Duffel and Martin voting “aye” and Cott- 
man and Verret voting “nay.” After declaring Louisiana “a free, sovereign and 
independent power,” the Convention adjourned. 








LINCOLN BECOMES Abraham Lincoln became President on Mar. 4, 1861. By 
PRESIDENT Act 69, approved Mar. 4, 1861, the town of Donaldson- 

ville is authorized to issue bonds of $25,000 for the “in- 
terests” of said town; and the Cannoneers are aided by Act 97 of 1861, while by 
Act 179 the sum of $500 is appropriated to St. Vincent’s Orphan Asylum. 








FIRST GUN FIRED General Beauregard fired upon Fort Sumter on Apr. 12, 








1861. 
SONS OF ERIN The following persons, natives of Ireland and residents 
_ ENLIST of Donaldsonville, enlisted in the service of the Con- 


federacy on June 7, 1861: 3 John Birmingham, Patrick 
Brown, Hugh Carr, Perry Clark, James Davis, Edward Delaney, John Donahoe, 
Edward Donaley, Owen Donahoe, John Dunn, John Fagan, Thomas Fallon, Luke 
Feely, Micheal Feneron, Patrick Gavin, Martin Gleason, Andrew Golden, Martin 
Griffin, John Haley, James Hammond, Francis Higgins, Owen Killoran, Joseph 
Kehoe, Micheal Kelly, John Kennedy, Patrick Keys, Wm. Kewitt, Thomas Ken- 
nedy, Patrick Larkin, Patrick Logan, Matthew Logan, John Leonard, Daniel Ma- 
her, John Mangin, Frank Manley, John Marshall, Micheal May, Patrick Meehan, 
John Mitchell, Micheal Mitchell, Thos. Moore, John Morrissey, Thos. Murphy, 
Micheal Murry, Patrick Murry, Martin Noon, Timothy Noon, Thos. Quinn, Den- 
nis Redmond, Festus Rutledge, Patrick Ryan, Micheal Sweeny, Patrick Waters, 
Peter Whalen, Nicholas Whitty. The following named residents of Ascension 
also enlisted on June 7, 1861: H. Thompson Brown, Octavius A. Bullion, Louis 
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W. Hewitt, Thos. W. Kerrigan, John Lunke, John McDonald, John R. Moore,- Wal. 
ter Moorland, Thomas Murphy, John McCarty, James McCormick, Martin McCue, 
Joseph Rodriguez. 

) The following enlisted on various dates in June, 1861: Remy Jardel, Timo- 
thy Shaughnessy, Roger Sheehan, Edward Newchurch, Henry Newchurch, Wil- 
liam Newchurch, Antoine Suarez, Charles W. Bennett, Gustave Bruyerre, Charles 
L. Comes, Frederick Duffel, Robt. W. Hill, Victor Lanoix, Amedee Le Blanc, Eu- 
gene Lussan, Alex. Marchand, Prosper Melancon, John McCormick, Adam Navar- 
re, F. T. Nicholls, Lawrence D. Nicholls, Jas. F. Richardson, Emile St. Martin, 
Victor St. Martin, Doddridge Smith, John Morrison. 

The following named enlisted under the Stars and Bars during July, 1861: 
Lawrence Gaerty, Henry Tanner, Martin Durkham, James Gill, Martin Gorman, 
R. M. Hewitt, Micheal Hussey, William Lawless, Micheal Moffitt, Charles Moran, 
James Scott, John Smith, George Warden. 

The following enlisted in Aug. and Sept., 1861: Theogene Viala, Felix Babin, 
Jos. Marchand, Aime Richard. 

Under the command of Captain Victor Maurin, the Cannoneers, 158 strong, 
bid farewell to Donaldsonville on Sept. 18, 1861. Among them we find: 4 Wm. 
C. Lawes, senior 1st lieutenant, Lestang Fortier, junior 1st lieutenant, Micheal 
Cazarre, R. Prosper Landry, Clement Israel, Pierre Ramirez, Rosemond Gaillard, 
Hubert Treille, Wm. Parks, Matthias Ramirez, Richard Winchester. The field 
band is composed of John Barre, Lanier Barre, Prosper Conway, Gus Conway 
and Sosthene Braud. 9° The rank and file of the Cannoneers contains:Hypolite 
Acosta, Desire Arceneaux, Evariste Aucoin, P. Turiaffe Babin, Casimire Babin, 
Emile Barras, Severin Blanchard, Theophile Blouin, Max Blum, Octave Boud- 
reaux, Joseph Braud, Sabin Braud, Bienvenue Cire, Numa Cire, Arthur Comstock, 
Philip Comstock, Gustave Charlet, Onesiphore Delmor, Rosemond Gaillard, Al- 
fred Gauthreaux, Adolphe Grilge, Lubin Guedry, Peter Hauplin, Felicien Hebert, 
Valentin Hebert, Jack Hein, Martin Hein, John Hernandez, Esteve Hidalgo, Paul 
Humbert, James Keller, Gabriel Kling, Abraham Klotz, Wm. Kuhn, Adolphe Lan- 
dry, Louis Aristide Landry, Hermond Landry, James Landry, John T. Landry, L. 
A. Landry, Louis Lanoix, Dernon Le Blanc, Octave Le Blanc, Clodius Linossier, 
Sylvan Lion, Henry Loeb, Theophile Manson, A. J. Melancon, Camille Mollere, 
Frank Montero, Thos. Morel, John Murphy, Alexander McCullough, John O’Hara, 
John Richard, Chas. F. Ridoux, Adolph Rougeau, Ignace Rougeau, Adam Rodri- 
guez, Ceaser Rybiski, Antoine Sanchez, Jonathan Scheuer, Antoine Sobral, Cler- 
- ville Savoie, Joseph Stanley, Andre Suarez, John Suarez, Collin Sutherland, Oc- 
tave Terrio, Edward Terrio, Jos. Philogene Viala, M. L. Lacroix, John B. Little- 
john. 

The following Ascensionites joined the C. S. A. army in Oct., 1861: Rene Ber- 
cegeay, Hypolite Boudreaux, Ernest Braud, Theodule Hebert, Fred H. Batts, The- 
ophile Gautreau, Henry Gould, John Bell, while John F. Staple enlisted in Dec., 
1861. 


1. Dr. Edward Duffel, delegate, son of Parish Judge Duffel, was born on Woodstock plan- 
tation, Dec. 11, 1811. 


2. Dr. Cottman appears to have lived at Mt. Houmas plantation. See 3 La. Ann. 144. 
3. Quite a number of these made the supreme sacrifice. 
4. This is as complete a roster of the Cannonecers as could be compiled. 


5. Placide Ramirez, Donaldsonville, states that the field band was composed of colored 
men. See Donaldsonville Times of Sept, 19, 1896, herein. 
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1862 
PORT BARROW By Act 35, approved Jan. 7, 1862, the town of Port Bar- 
INCORPORATED row was incorporated, with a mayor and five aldermen; 


the boundaries being: “Beginning at the lower line of 
the estate of Adelard Dicharry, thence down the Mississippi river to the Bayou 
Lafourche, thence down the said bayou to 8th street, thence up 8th street to Ca- 
talpa street, thence up said street to the point of beginning.” 


FROM THE New Orleans, gateway of the Mississippi valley, was 
FRONT captured by the Federals on Apr. 24, 1862. Governor 

Moore has removed the capital to Opelousas. The fol- 
lowing citizens of Ascension enlisted in the C. S. A. army in Feb., 1862: Fred 
Wagner, Emile Bergeron, Jules Savoie, Simon Thibodaux. The following de- 
parted for the battlefield in March, 1852: Eugene H. Levy, Anatole Duvernay, Jo- 
seph Babin, Joseph Garcia, Victor Jambois, Dr. J. Cecil Legare, Henry C. Wilson, 
John Carroll, Nere Landry, Thos. S. Love, John M. Lusk, Victorian Melancon, 
John Gomes, Adam Grandy, Desire Gravois, Numa Babin, Adrien Chas. Chaisson, 
Augustin Cogno, Charles Grilai, Richard P. Stevens, Marcelin Arceneaux, Pierre 
Braud, Alfred Le Blanc, Eugene Sanchez, Micheal Kelly, Jr., Edward Kiern, Rich- 
ard Kiern, L. Burril Marchbanks, Jules Guedry, Edward Morin, Matthew Morin, 
Sylvere A. Landry, R. Octave Landry, Joseph Stevens, Julius Stevens. 


Lawrence D. Nicholls, a gallant son of Ascension parish, made the supreme 
sacrifice in a battle near Richmond on June 27, 1862, and Louis E. Le Blane was 
killed on July 1, 1862. 


Thé following enlisted in April, 1862: Leopold Keroll, Antoine Acosts, Fran- 
cois Abadie, Albert Babin, Omer Babin, John A. Baker, Francis Barriente, Jos. 
Barriente, Micheal Begary, Joseph Bell, Ripley Bell, Dorville Bergeron, Surville 
Bergeron, Francis M. Blair, J. BR. Blair, Oliver Blair, Onezime Braud, Sosthene 
Braud, John Cannon, Louis Chretien, Chas. Chouch, J. E. Comes, Ben. Fairbanks, 
Francis Geynack, J. Gomez, Francis Gonzales, Louis Guedry, Victor Haine, Dor- 
* cini Hamilton, William Harden, Joseph Henderson, Balthazar Hernandez, Philip 
Hernandez, Henry Keller, Cyrille Kling, Adam Laiche, Albert Lambert, Alexan- 
der Lambert, Pierre Lambert, Sosthene Lambert, D. Landry, Theogene Landry, 
Arthur Le Blanc, Bernard Martinez, Aristide Michel, Marville Part, Martin Ri- 
vet, Andre Rome, Augustin Rome, Victor Rome, A. Rouillet, Aristide Rouillet, [s- 
teve Rouillet, Daniel Rouke, John Sevario, Tobias Settoon, Henry Shields, Eug. 
Superville, Jr., Hugh Woods, Daniel Keefe, James McNamara, Cleophas Mal- 
brough, John Maurice, Augustin Acosta, Rudolph Alba, Gustave Boudreaux, Leon 
Dugas, Olibert Hebert, Frank Hidalgo, Maurice Landry, Laurence Lopez, Hypo- 
lite Templet. The following departed in May, 1862: Henry Centano, F. Babin, 
Bernard Kling, Joachim Kling, William Roberts, Otto Straube, Sebron Nickens, 
Augustin Diez, B. W. Sartwell, Chris. Menslage, Michel Morin, Julien H. Levy. 
W. B. Marshall enlisted in Aug., 1862. 1 
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JUDGE JOSEPH CARBO, A WITNESS TO 
THE BOMBARDMENT OF DONALDSON- 
VILLE, WITH JESSIE MARCHAND 


BOMBARDMENT OF _ Aug. 9, 1862, will long be remembered by the citizens 
DONALDSONVILLE of Donaldsonville, for on that date the greater portion 

of the town was destroyed by the guns of Admiral Far- 
ragut’s fleet. An indignation meeting was held at the residence of Capt. Camille 
Mire in St. James. 2 The “Picayune” of Aug. 12, 1862, reports: “Destruction of 
Donaldsonville. The Delta, of last evening, says: The rebels having, in front of 
Donaldsonville, fired on a Government transport last Thursday, Admiral Farra- 
gut, on Friday, ordered a portion of his fleet to destroy the town. There is 
nothing left of the place now but a few sticks. The town is about fifty miles from 
New Orleans, and was the contemplated. capital of Louisiana. There is nothing 
left of it now but ruins and rubbish. eS 

The “True Delta,” Sept. 2, 1862, contains Admiral Farragut’s report, as fol- 
lows: | | 
“Admiral Farragut, under date of the 18th August, (1862) thus addresses the 
secretary of the navy: 

“Sir—I regret to inform the department that at the town of Donaldsonville 
they have pursued a uniform practice of firing upon our steamers passing up and 
down the river.. I sent a message to the inhabitants that if they did not discon- 
tinue this practice, I would destroy their town. The last time I passed up to Ba- 
ton Rouge in support of the army, I anchored about a mile from Donaldsonville, 
and heard them fire upon our vessels coming up. In the latter case they made 
a mistake, and it was so quickly returned that they ran away. The next night 
they fired upon the St. Charles. I therefore ordered them to send their women 
and children out of town, as I certainly intended to destroy it on my way down 
the river, and I fulfilled my promise to a certain extent. 

“TY burnt down the hotels and wharf buildings; also, the dwelling house and 
other buildings of a Mr. Philip Sandy, who is said to be a captain of guerillas. 





OT. B2AV TIA A OBAAD HEAZOL BVAUt 
KMOEAIAVOC 4O TKSMGHAGMOE BAT 
‘ GVA IUAM Sides. HTIV SAV 
gnositin silt vd bevodehtset a6 gud ftv AOL, a Rid, TO TYSMAAAEMOd 
dolmog tier ott oleh intl mo 10) silivaceblaned Yo SJIJIVMOedJIAvod 
a Vevienk lo anum att v4 beviniesh anw aweot odd To % 
otfimaD Age Yo oonshies? orf! je Lier eaw gaiteom noifengibal aA tesll etuygat 
Yo aoitouites” setsoqes A087 8! pod to geod edT & goamt 22 ai oii 
_ Ye tend ai gotverd eleder aft rece moines en * Het off - ollivacablanod 
-e718l imimbA rrbeswaT teal mroqeant Jase 9 e no holt »llivnoeblenod 
ai siodT .ciwot soxft nr o) jeslt zid Yo aol! 10g 2 betabio ,vaebind ao Jug 
o mor? eslinr yitil trode al @vrot edT .edoite wel n Jod won somlg oat lo Noel guidion . 
anigipn zi wsdT nanleol Yo Istiqn>-botelqmeinog edt 2eow baa zneeliO wet 
7 “ .. .tiziddud bas ent tod wom ii to Hol 
, slot ee ‘iil ahmeret fesineA ecintaOo , soar £ Dar “wile eniT”* ofl 
i ‘ewok 
3 ody saneatbbe ausil (s98) demauh | sdt Yo stab sobs dimaevwt tetimbA" 
: Mens ‘evan ddd YoyTRteTISR 


’ " plityiedbtencit 3 to wot eff is tal? tnsethtaqeb off arvolal of tome bi" 
' ben qu yaléznq eToihste We ony Roi) lo sitoe1q onolinn a houeuny ond yedt 
a snasaih jon bib vod? 1¢ tedf einalideriii odt of syrezom & tnoe) tovit odd ata 
i <afl of qt. beeeny | { sini? teat oT arvwot tied youeb binow I esitansg eidt Lapa 
Be pmegetd inott slim @ toda borodons Poeun ot! to oqque ni eres 
et geno 14No! oni nl .qu Rnimos aloseov “0 siogm sil 1 nid ban | 

a tT. awe met you) tad) berwiier qtioiup 02) anw i bar u oe 7 

1 bri” ob roi botebto soled I zolt ne pre ear ne va pod 

ear 10 Si Youesh of hobisini ret 1 aa 10 seve lids ba 
sale pd dete g WO! x9 ‘Blntras aot allie 


abu vom e « ‘ : naar pepe ee” 
at S swearvi ve ge Preageryper tpn ” fori e iva ee a atl 


ag. 7. Aa et ie 




























4", 





pasent 


ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA Page One Hundred Fifty-Five 
SS ang 
He fired upon our men, but they chased him off. We also brought off ten or 
twelve of his negroes, and supplied ourselves with cattle and sheep from his 
place.” 

General Butler personally expressed to the Sisters of Charity at Donaldson- 
ville his sorrow at the damage inflicted upon that institution during the bom- 
bardment. 3 





PILLAGING The commander of the U. S. gunboat Katahdin, on Sept. 
LADIES’ DRESSES 11, 1862, addressed a protest to his superiors, in part, as 


follows: 4 
. A few hours after (landing in Donaldsonville) I received positive in- 
formation that a company of these troops had entered a large mansion, situated 
near to the landing of the steamer Saint Maurice, had pillaged it in a brutal man-, 
ner, and carried off wines, liquors, silver plate, and clothing belonging to la- 
dies. 

“I respectfully request instructions if the guns of the Kathahdin are to be 
used for the protection of soldiers upon a maurauding expedition, and if I am to 
use them in the protection of drunken, undisciplined, and licentious troops in the 
wanton pillage of a private mansion of wines, plate, silk dresses, the misses and 
female apparel, to say nothing of the confiscation of sugar, which I believe to 
be without proper and lawful reasons therefor. I confess, sir, that I blush to 
report that while the troops of the Saint Maurice were thus engaged in this un- 
soldierly and ungallant, not to say disgraceful, operation I opened my fire upon 
guerrillas hovering in the rear, apparently occupied in preventing such acts. . 

a . I am desirous of encountering enemies and of injuring them in every 
manly manner, but I cannot further prostitute the dignity of my profession, as 
I conceive I have done to-day, ... It is disgraceful and humiliating to me to be 
ordered on guard dutyof soldiers employed in pillaging ladies’ dresses and pet- 
ticoats, and I respectfully request that I may be relieved from such service.” 


sé 


OFF TO’ THE The following citizens enlisted in the C. S. A. army in 
FRONT Sept., 1862: P. A. Charlet, A. W. Bell, L. C. Bass, Asa 


Bell, C. Bell, R. O. Butler, J. F. Hooler, Luke Landry, 
R. H. Butler, Simon Le Blanc, Victorin Templet. 


FIRE DESTROYS During the month of October, 1862, the Ascension pa- 
COURT HOUSE rish court house was destroyed by fire. 5 

FORT BUTLER AT The first mention by the Federals of the plan to con- 
PORT BARROW struct Fort Butler, or to build the Confederate fortifiea- 


tion opposite Donaldson, is found in a communication 

from General Strong, dated Nov. 2, 1862, in part as follows: 
“, ..I[t is under advisement to build a fort at Donaldsonville, at the junction 
of the bayou and the river. We have 32-pounders here (New Orleans), with 


Which we can arm it. I think a work about on the plan of Fort Macomb, 
With casements only, ae flank the drawbridge, wens be the better plan. 
® To which suggestion General Weitzel replied: . J. think it would be very 


Proper to place a field work at or near Honniloatastle A permanent heh 
Involving the construction of masonry, would be too slow an operation. I think 
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you had better send Lieutenant (John C.) Palfrey up there to locate and con- 
struct it.” ; 

The author has a map of Fort Butler, as surveyed by C. D. Elliot, dated 
Nov. 25, 1563, and another dated Jan. 20, 1865. 





1, From the rolls of Confederate Veterans published by the state of Louisiana, as com- 
piled by General A. B. Booth. 

2. Further details may be found in The Story of Ascension parish, La., Sidney A. Marchand, 
. G4. Nearly ali Civil War reports herein are taken from the “War of the Rebellion Official 
tecords of the Union and Confederate Armies,” a complete set of which is found at the City 
lilvary, court house, Baton Rouge, La., hereinafter cited OR. In chronicling the interesting 
events of the Civil War which took place in and about Ascension, lack of space compelled the 
author to omit a large number of interesting items. 

- See Story of Ascension Parish, La., Sidmey A. Marchand, p. 65. 
OR, op. cit., vol. 15, p. 568. 
5. ISTE Any. 6a. 
6. OR, op. cit., vol. 15, p. 163. 
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FORT BUTLER On Jan. 15, 1863, the Federal officer commanding at 
ALMOST FINISHED Donaldsonville reported: 1 “. . .The fort (Fort Butler) 

_ is so nearly finished that I think it could be held, with 
the assistance of the gunboats, against 5000. I would recommend that four 20- 
pounder Parrotts be forwarded to this place immediately to mount in the fort. 
The artillery company which is here could use them to good advantage in case 
that we should be compelled to occupy the fort. ... 

“Should the general think it best to mount the guns in the fortification it 
cannot be done too quickly, At least 250 rounds of ammunition would be required 
for each gun. ; | . 

“I wrote to the Chief of Engineers stating that the fortification was ready 
for the armament, and requesting that he should make arrangements for it... .” 

General Thomas Green, C. S. A. is preparing for an assault upon the fort, 
and, on June 27, 1863, he reported to General Mouton: “... I learn from citizens 
that the fort contains from 300 to 500 Yankees, and that there are five gunboats 
there now. The approach to the fort is through an open plain 900 yards, and 
the ditch around it is 16 feet wide and 12 feet deep, making it impossible to 
scale, except by having strong plank or suitable ladders. .. .” 2 

The Confederates made a bloody assault upon the fort on the morning of 


June 28th, 1863; as is reported in detail by General Thos. Green, under date of 
July 3, 1863, as follows: 3 





ASSAULT ON “In accordance with the order of General Mouton, com- 
FORT BUTLER manding, of the 26th ultimo, . . .commanding me to take 


possession of the Federal fort at Donaldsonville, I took 

up the line of march from Thibodaux about 8 o’clock at night. .. After marching 

the entire night, I encamped within 9 miles of the fort about sunrise the next 
morning, 

“During the 27th, I rested our jaded troops and horses, getting all the infor- 

mation which could be procured in relation to the situation of the fort, its force, 

defenses, & c. Iplaced a pontoon bridge across the LaFourche, made of sugar- 
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coolers, and crossed over Stone’s regiment to the east of the bayou, and ordered 
him to advance toward Donaldsonville on that bank, and attract the attention 
of the enemy, and, if possible, to attack him on that side. With the balance of 
the command, I advanced during the night of the 27th to within 1 1-2 miles of the 
fort, where I dismounted thecommand. Having determined on the plan of attack, 
I called the officers’ commanding regiments together, and explained to them 
specifically the position each one was to occupy in the assault. 


“Major Shannon, . . .was to perform a circuit around the fort, reach the 
Mississippi 1 mile above, and advance down the levee to the stockade of up- 
right timbers set in the ground between the levee and the water’s edge, and 
there make an entrance. Colonel Hardeman, . . .was to move up the Bayou road 
along the levee of the Lafourche, and as soon as he heard the fire opened by 
Shannon, or fire opened by the enemy, to assault the fort at the water’s edge, 
along the stockade, and simultaneously with Shannon to make an entrance 
through the stockade, and with Shannon assault the garrison within, hand to 
hand. Both Shannon and Hardeman were charged that they were expected to 
take the fort, while Philips, Lane, and Herbert, with their regiments, were to 
envelop the works, moving up around them to the brink of the ditch, shooting 
down the cannoneers and their supporters from the ramparts at a distance of 
only 16 or 18 feet. 


“After a full explanation to the commanding officers of regiments of the 
plan of attack, and furnishing Shannon and Hardeman with guides, and the head 
of the column of the three regiments which were to envelop the fort, I moved 
Shannon and Hardeman forward. Waiting a short time for Major Shannon to 
perform the circuit around the fort to the Mississippi above, I moved the column 
which was to envelop the ditch, with Colonel Major at the head. Before this 
column had advanced to the place intended for it preparatory to the assault, 
Major Shannon. . .encountered the pickets of the enemy, and a fire from above 
was opened upon him by the artillery of the fort and from the two gunboats 
in the river. He advanced down the levee. . .next to the water’s edge to the 
Stockade (of upright timbers) behind the levee, driving the enemy from the 
stockade and firing upon them through their own port-holes. He pushed a por- 
tion of his men over their works, the men helping each other over; the balance 
of his men moved around the stockade through the water, which was shallow, 
into the fort. Hearing the small arms of Major Shannon amid the roar of artil- 
‘lery, I ordered an advance of the whole line. Colonel Philips, at the head of 
the column under Colonel Major, made a circuit of the fort, and, with most of 
his men and officers, made an entrance into the fort with Shannon, . . Colonel 
Herbert, . . .enveloped the ditch as directed. The fight was desperately con- 
tested on every part of the ground. Colonel Hardeman, .. .being unable to con- 
trol his guide, was delayed in his attack on the stockade on the Lafourche side 
until nearly daylight, but his casualties show with what determined courage that 
veteran regiment stood its ground after it came into action. By some mistake, 
Colonel Lane’s regiment did not get into action; he was waiting for and expect- 
ing a guide, while I supposed and was informed that he was at the head of 
thé column under Colonel Major. There is no blame attached to Colonel Lane 
for the mistake. 


“The attack on the fort was made at 2 A. M., being before daylight, for 
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the purpose of preventing the gunboats from seeing our advance. The columns of 
attack of Shannon above and Hardeman below were expected to move along 
under the levee, sheltered from the artillery and musketry of the fort, until 
they reached the stockade, the weeds on the margin of the water, as I was 
informed, preventing a full view of them by the gunboats. 


“Shannon succeeded in making ‘the entrance with little or no loss, and 
he and Colonel Philips (entering on the same side) doubtless would have 
succeeded in capturing the works had it not been for the existence of a ditch 
fronting the inside of the levee, of which I had no knowledge or information. 
All my guides (and some of them resided within 2 miles of the fort) assured 
me that when we got through the stockade, between the levee and the river, 
we had ‘an open way into the fort without impediment other than the bayonets 
of the enemy. We were not repulsed and never would have been until we found, 
after getting into the stockade, there was yet a ditch to cross, running in front 
ot and parallel with the river, and no means whatever on hand to cross it. At 
this ditch a most desperate fight ensued between the commands of Shannon 
and Philips and the enemy. Our men used brick-bats upon the heads of the 
enemy, who returned the same. Captain (Ira C.) Killough and Lieutenant CW. 
S.) Land, and other officers and men, were wounded on their heads with bricks 
thrown by the enemy, which had first been thrown by our men. There never 
was more desperate courage displayed than was shown by our men engaged in 
this assault. The enemy have been shown an example of desperate courage, 
which will not be without its effect. But for the false information in relation 
to that part of the fort fronting the river, it would most certainly have fallen 
into our hands. Had we known of the existence of this ditch, we would have 
been prepared to have crossed it. 

“We fought from 2 A. M. until daylight without intermission, and our dead 
and wounded show the desperation of the assault. The garrison contained be- 
tween 500 and 600 Federals. Our assaulting party engaged was about 800 strong. 


“At daylight I sent a flag of truce, asking permission to pick up our wounded 
and bury our dead, which was refused, as I expected. My object in sending a 
flag so early was to get away a great number of our men who had found a little 
shelter near the enemy’s works, and who would have been inevitably taken 
prisoners. I must have saved 100 men by instructing my flag of truce officer 
as he approached the fort to order our troops still there away. 
“We mourn the fall of many of our bravest and best officers and men. 
Among the former are Major Shannon, Captain (D. H.) Ragsdale, Lieutenants 
(James A.) Darby and (James F.) Cole, of the Fifth; Major (Alonzo) Ridley, 
of Philips’ regiment, and Lieutenant (N. D.) Cartwright, of the Fourth, and 
others. 
“The fort was much stronger than it was represented to be, or than we 
expected to find it. Had it fallen into our hands, I am satisfied, with a little 
work on it, we would have held it against all the gunboats below Port Hud-, 
SOs ale 

General Green’s report of casualties reveals: Killed, 40; wounded, 114; 
missing, 107, aside from the Federal casualties. 5 The Federals stated that the 
Confederate loss was as follows: Prisoners, 130; killed and wounded, 350, ° 
and that their loss was “5S or 6 killed and a few wounded.” 7 
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COMMANDING OF- Major J. D. Bullen, in command of Fort Butler at -the 
FICER AT FORT time of the Confederate assault, was murdeered by 


BUTLER MURDERED one of his own men on July 5, 1863. Commander Wool- 

sey of the Princess Royal, on July 6, 1863, reported: 
“It becomes my painful duty to report to you that Major Bullen, of the Maine 
Volunteers, and late commander of Fort Butler, was murdered in cold blood 
late last night by a private of the First La. Vol. His body is now on board the 
Cornie, ‘awaiting a convoy down to New Orleans. The murderer is in double 
irons, under a guard, on board this vessel.” 8 


SURRENDER OF Vicksburg surrendered on July 4, 1863, and Port Hud- 
VICKSBURG AND son followed on July 8th. General Banks, on July 10, 
PORT HUDSON 1863, reports: “Upon the surrender (of Port Hudson), 


I found it necessary to move at once every available 
man to Donaldsonville, to dislodge the enemy, who had temporarily obstructed 
our communication with New Orleans... .” 


C. S. A. SOLDIERS Ascension has contributed, in addition to those here- 

tofore mentioned, the follows sons, who are enlisted in 
the service of the Confederacy: Albert J. Schmidt, Peter T. St. Amant, Alces 
Bourgeois, Hypolite M. Landry, Valsin Babin, Ernest Lynd, Camille Templet, 
Armage Templet, Alcide Giroir, Louis M. Comes, Achille Dupuy, Gustave Judice, 
Felix Lambert, James Braud, John Broussard, Valentin Acosta, D. Acosta, Chas. 
Alba, Augustin Albares, Richard B. Alexander, Armand Argrave, L. D. Arceneaux, 
Celestin Arvet, Maximilien Arvet, Charles Ayraud, Dorville Babin, Drozin Babin, 
G. Babin, Juste Babin, L. Babin, M. Babin, Turiaffe Babin, Elisha Bennett, J. 
Bercegeay, S. Bercegeay, C. Besson, B. Blair, L. Blouin, A. Boiuare, Richard C. 
Bond, S. Blanchard, John Blanchard, Gus. Boudreaux, Gervais Boudreaux, Jean 
Baptiste Boudreaux, J. T. Blouin, Vileor Bourque, Camille Bourgeois, Florian 
Bourgeois, V. Bourgeois, J. A. Braud, J. R. Braud, P. Sabin Braud, E. Breaud, 
I. Braud, S. Braud, Frederick Brenard, O. Broussard, James Bryan, H. Blum, 
Martin Cannon, John Cannon, G. Cire, Jos. Cire, Camille Comes, Just Comes, 
Desire Comeaux, Albert Comstock, John L. Comstock, L. O. Dalferes, E. A. 
Delehaye, Gondran Dugas, L. Dugas, E. Duplantier, A. J. Gauthreaux, Gervais 
Gauthreaux, S. Gautreau, Alcide Giroir, J. Alfred Gonzales, Joseph Gonzales, 
A. B. Gouldry, Paul Guedry, J. Gugenheimer, T. Guedry, Rosemond Guilford, 
Francis Guillot, S. Hamilton, P. Hamplin, B. H. Hearn, M. G. Hart, B. Hebert, 
Olibert Hebert, Rigobert Hebert, James D. Henderson, John Henderson, Theo- 
dule Henry, R. H. Hebert, Joseph Higginbotham, M. Hines, C. Ilsley, B. N. Judice, 
Miae Joiued, G. King, Samuel King, D. La Blanc, Alexander Landry, Cleophas 
Landry, Frank Landry, G. Landry, Gideon Landry, Herman Bernard Landry, 
I, A. Landry, Joseph Trasimon Landry, L. Lanry, O. Landry, R. D. Landry, R. 
Prosper Landry, S. S. Landry, Trasimon Tandry, Laroque Turgeau, Frank 
Lauches, Wm. C. Lawes, Sr., N. Lee, B. L. Le Blanc, G. A. Le Blane, B. Le Blane, 
A. Lanoux, Jules Lorio, Amedee Louviere, J. Laurres, J. M. Lynch, Archie Me- 
Duffie, William McDuffie, Allen W. Martin, Gunner Moreli, Francois Martin, 
Wm. B. Mattox, Ozeme Mire, Prudent Mire, Alfred Melancon, A. Melancon, 
Jules Mestayer, J. Mestayer, Arthur Michel, J. A. Melancon, Osine Mire, Dujasar 
Mohe, O. Mollere, Dufossat Mollere, J. O. A. Mollere, F. Monea, E. S. Monnot, 
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Ernest Monnot, W. Moreau, E. Moran, Matthew Moran, Anderson McCroy, John 
McCroy, J. S. McCoy, John S. McCoy, W. B. McCutcheon, James McDermott, 
Henry Nicaud, Theogene Oubre, Justilien Oubre, Jos. Prados, P. C. Ribisky, J. 
A. Richard, John Richard, Joseph Richard, W. P. Rochelle, J. V. Rodrigue, Louis 
Rodrigue, Marcel Rodrigue, Ambrose Rougeau, E. Rouillier, E. L. Roy, C. Royet, 
A. Sanchez, Chas, Salassi, John Salassi, William Sevario, P. T. St. Amant, Emile 
St. Martin, V. St. Amant, Raphael Suarez, Lucien Tassin, V. Tekiot, C. Templet, 
H. Templet, Victorin Templet, Jean Baptiste Templet, F. R. Thompson, R. R. 
Trudeau, Benjamin Tureaud, A. Vegas, J. D. Viala, John Wallace, J. M. Wells, 
P. A. White, James Woods. 9 


BATTLE OF KOCK’S'- The battle of Kock’s plantation took place on July 
PLANTATION 13, 1863. Federal casualties, 16 dead, 20 wounded; 8 


horses killed. Confederate losses are placed at 2 wound-. 
ed, and 1 horse killed. 1° 


. OR, op. cit., Ser. 1, Vol. 15, p. 654. For additional kindred matter, see volume 15, pages 
195, WN, Also, volume 26, pt. 2, pps. 53, and Serues 1, vol. 26, part 1, pages 568, 218, 589, 188, 
226, 227, 229, 230, 216, 213, 190, 202, 650, 47, 621, 204. The “War of the Rebellion, Official Records 
7 the er aetueg ag Confederate Armies,” will be found at the City Library, Court House, Baton 
touge, La. 


2. OR, op. cit.. Ser. 1, Vol. 26,: Pt. 1, p. 226. 
3. OR, op. cit., Ser. 1, Vol. 26, Pt. 1, p. 226. 


4. Nothing is left of Fort Butler save the crumbled ruins of the brick magazine, and 
indentations in the earth showing the approximate location of the canal surrounding the fort. 
hae nyo ctii has ever been erected there as a memorial to the brave soldiers, of both sides, who 

ed there. 


OR, op. cit., Vol. 26, Pt. 1, p. 226. 

OR, op. cit., Vol. 26, Pt. 1, p. 190. 

Same, p. 202. 

Id., Vol. 26, Pt. 1, p. 621. 

This roster is necessarily incomplete. 

An interesting account is found in OR, op. cit., Vol. 26, Pt. 1, p. 207, 204, 222. 


SO nS 


1864 


ELECTION General Banks ordered an election held on Feb. 22, 
, 1864. Jos. Stewart, military sheriff of the parish of 
Ascension, made the following return: 

“J. R. Parsons, Charles May and H. J. Ingham, captains of the First Regi- 
ment. . . .stationed at Fort Butler, Donaldsonville, La., returned the whole 
number of votes thrown to be as follows: Govy.—Michael Hahn, 233; Flanders, 
7, Lieu.-Gov.: Wells, 244; Sec. of State: Wrotnowski, 227; White, 13; Treas.— 
Belden, 233; Shelly, 7. Atty.-Gen.—Lynch, 232, Horner, 8.” 


CAPTAIN DOYAL Col. Logan, 118, Ill. Inf., reports that on July 24, 1864, 

, he sent Maj. Moore with 136 men across Amite river 
to attack Captain Doyal, C.S.A., in his camp seven miles from the river; that 
they whipped him, burned his camp, including 150 stands of arms and 7000 
rounds of ammunition, capturing 2 prisoners and killing 15 or 20. 1 
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FEDERAL STOCKADE The Confederates were successful in capturing the Fed- 
AT DOYAL’S eral stockade at Doyal’s plantation 2 on Aug. 5, 1864. 
CAPTURED Major S. P. Remington, Federal, submitted the follow- 
ing report: 
“Doyal’s plantation, La. Aug. 8, 1864. “Lieutenant: I have for the first time 
since the affair of the 5th instant the leisure to enable me to forward you afull 
report. 


“Colonel John S. Scott, commanding rebel forces at Clinton, appeared in 
the back road of the plantation, on which I am located about daylight on the 
morning of the Sth. Not supposing that he had to exceed 500 or 600 men, I 
immediately ordered my men to mount and prepared to attack him. I had 206 
men for duty. While organizing the two squadrons, Colonel Scott marched 
his men through the corn-fields and woods ‘and completely surrounded my 
camp, and opened with two pieces of artillery not before discovered, and at 
once sent in a flag of truce with a note of which the following is a copy: 

“Commanding Officer, Forces on Doyal’s Plantation: To avoid a useless 
effusion of blood, I hereby demand an unconditional surrender of the stockade 
and the forces under your command. I have a brigade of cavalry and a battery 
of artillery et my immediate disposal. Your refusal or compliance with this 
denrand must be made within five minutes after reception.” 

“I of course replied that the command would not be surrendered; but in 
order to save the effective part of it, immediate action was necessary, for they 
had four pieces of artillery (three 12-pounder) in position. I informed the men 
that we must cut through their line and charged down the levee road toward 
the telegraph station. They opened from three guns with shot and shell, but 
as they had no time to get range their shots were not effective. They had 
evidently supposed we would attempt to defend the stockade, and their cavalry, 
which might have charged our flank, stood like posts, and the force on our 
immediate front fell back in confusion, keeping up an ineffective but heavy 
fire from carbines and shotguns. Our charge was impetuous and spirited, und 
while we had but 1 officer (Captain Harris) and 2 privates wounded the enemy 
took off two loads of wounded and buriéd four men between this and the Amite. 
They carried off all our sick men but one, and a Jarger number than I had at 
first supposed of well men. The horses and equipment of these men were also 
lost and three of the teams. I got together as soon as possible about 100 more 
men, and with gunboat No. 27 came back so soon that they had no time to 
remove any considerable quantity of stores or camp equipage, nor nothing yet 
discovered of consequence amongst regimental papers. Lieutenant Burgess, in 
charge of the advance of my men in pursuit, came up with them and wounded 
4 of their rear guard, but they crossed successfully the Amite as they came. Noth- 
ing was taken from any plantation except this and Mr. Minor’s adjoining. From 
this about thirty mules were taken, and from Mr. Minor’s eight horses. Colonel 
Scolt in this affair crossed the Amite and marched directly for this camp, ex- 
pecting to capture the detachment under my command, and evidently for no 
other object, and failing went directly back. He had not less than 1500 men 
with him and reserves posted at the Dutch Store and Civic’s ferry. Two-thirds 
of the well men taken were either slow fellows and always in the wrong place, 
or men who shirked the charge, which it was supposed would be quite des- 
eS 9 OS ag 
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An additional report of this affair was submitted by Major Remington on 
Aug. 26, 1864. 3 








SECOND ATTACK On Nov. 29, 1864, the Confederates made a second at- 
MADE ON STOCKADE tack on the Federal stockade at Doyal’s Mount Houmas 
AT DOYAL’S plantation, as is noted in the report of Dr. Monroe, 


as follows: 
“Donaldsonville, La., Dec. 13, 1864. 

“Sir: In compliance with your orders of the 10th instant I have the honor 
to forward the following report and a copy of my parole: On the morning of 
the 29th ultimo Second Lieut. Tefft, with 13 men and myself, left camp on the 
east side of the Mississippi for New River in pursuit of a small party of jay- 
hawkers, reported to have pillaged a neighboring plantation the night previous; 
got no tidings of them, but the citizens reported the rebel soldiers in consider- 
able force, Lieutenant Tefft deeming it imprudent to proceed farther returned 
by the New River road as far as Doyal’s plantation; halted to feed at 2 P. M. 
After feeding, Lieutenant Tefft and his men, with their arms. went to the 
houses to eat. In about fifteen minutes two suspicious men passed. The lieuten- 
ant ordered a sergeant to follow and arrest them. In their absence half a dozen 
rebels were reported close at hand. Lieutenant Tefft ordered his men into line, 
but before the order could be executed, there not being time to mount, about 
twenty of the rebels were upon us. After fighting about fifteen minutes we 
were overpowered and compelled to surrender. One man besides myself was 
wounded on our side; 1 horse killed, and 3 men wounded (1 mortally) on the 
rebel side. They then disarmed our men, ordered us to mount, and rode in 
the direction of New River. Shortly after the sergeant and men, with the parties 
whom they had arrested, came in sight and were captured by the rebel lieuten- 
ant and four men. The lieutenant finding that from the severity of my wound 
I was unable to proceed, stopped at New River and paroled me... . 

“(Indorsement) The most particular instructions have been repeatedly given 
on the subject of the performance of picket and outpost duty. . . .I recommend 
that this officer (Lieutenant Tefft) be at once dismissed the service. ... 

-“T, W. Sherman, Brig.-Gen., Commanding.” 


1. yee dat versions of these affairs could not be obtained. See, Doyal, 5 Ann. 463; 
7 Ann. 

2. Deed l’s plantation, Mount Houmas, Geismar, La, Space does not permit the use of 
additional ene in the hands of the author. See, War of the Rebellion, Official Records, City 
library, Baton Rouge, La. 

“ See OR, op. cit., City Library, Baton Rouge. Remington was severely criticised by his 
superiors. 


1865 
“CLEARING OUT On Jan. 7, 1865, Capt. W. Irving Allen, Federal, sub- 
GUERRILLAS” mits the following report: 


“Hermitage plantation, La. Jan. 7, 1865. 
“Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report .. .Information has 
been brought to me that a small party of rebel soldiers was camping during 


‘Ne 0 ei oe 
ee ae 






res : 















i | BRE! at ie forse’ "5 
me baooee share erabatno: et od } fap 
ow 1 Yo i aia oa an “i . BIA od TA ; 
epg ef 46d: a hy ; 


sonod od} sved I 
Yo paiatom ot WO: 
aft no qmeo fel Waeyen has moor SI Mtiw JMeT . 
eal Yo ynieg Meme w Yo tine ai tovil wet 700k elt ott | 
-ewolve7q Idgin elt aoitalinty anisvoddyiva “4 
-1abienas ni xreiblor laden sf) botroge enssitio st a jo eqnibid on $03, 
beret wahint hearony of tasbirigim fi yainseb inenotusit so10l side — 
M&S te boat of beter ;nolicton'g elnyod en ye) ee bao veil wali ad yd 
od) of inew .ectta ‘tienl! idtivr nom aid baa MeT Inensinsit aaibost 1 
-noiveit odT boeeng mom. euoisiqeue ow! estiaim roti juods. al t09 of 
oovob a Vad onsoada wert! o! croc! fone fom wolle? of insonted & botsb1b Jae 
onit ofai nem sid bovdhae ieT Inenatuelt nad ta erate boheget atow alsdon | 
tuode <teuom of omit waied ton siadt .boiuosxs ad Mugs sito sift ototed dud 
rv eiuaion 0964 tuede goltdpi ‘s11A .2u coq otsw alsder sit Yo” Waowl 
enw Meavnt ashbwed meat nO ciohostive of bollaqmea bane besewoqierd sitw 
ef} ao (ullehou 1) babawow ort € baw bollid setod fT yohie wo no Debatiow 
ci shor bane Jnvom of @ bormbio nom iwdo béarmeib nod} yotT obiz, ‘fedo1 
citing oct diiw sem hag Ineontse oft 1olte ylhodé evil W%SH to: aoitootib od 
-naimell leader oft vd bettie: siow bon Idgie oi somo \boserma bed yodt niodw 
banow Acie to yliteron oft mont ted! golbeit fonnstesil $4'T .aem duo! bas fae 
.., Sm baloied Sas svi ws ts beqgola , of oldeay exw I 
cevig ashes avid aved enoitnrieoi twilositweg taom adT emgrandn Sig 
beommess1 I... hwh Regivo bas iodoiq Yo somemolteq’ ont Yo baidue 
ooiv192 20} beezimeib sono ta od (MieT fonnoipai.t) qeoitto Ray § 
“anibuemmod .190-yh4 neaurisde W pos 
; pag: Seige nal oe 











20 enh & (ley oe Beatie od ton busch state seed Yo eanlense | 
to ste adt torr 2 «i sienisl notiatmay | 
Gt alrworl Into 14] = gh oa par fo rong nae 

elf ed Deeletiind ylovrse cow fetgidinn «7008 sotnd endif yD 


i 1 Ee oo See 

a. Laie: oe way lif 

ie oe ae mess iar gy 
1m ee ah a: idly Hh 

gaat i oh mii ebb iste at Le 

i if 04. gis ‘a 

dot Jerobs't noltA ail W tged 2060 5 hed T0O 
Lhequt paiwollot edt stig. | 

AMIN wal ,o wolistasl ‘ie eat hd diel 

zat goitmemiolol. . . toqet a 
, Yao animes aw ible Ind Yo ye 











ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA 7 Page One Hundred Sixty-Three 


—————————lEe=s=paunanaaeeaea=e=e===eEeeee_e_e_—V——————————— —— 








the daytime in the canebrake behind the plantation on College Point and by 
night committing depredations along the coast. They had even gone so far as 
to take Doctor Trudeau, a highly respectable citizen, from his bed at night 
and with a rope around his neck try to extort from him money and valuables. 
On the night of Dec. 14 I sent a scouting party from the company at Manning’s 1 
plantation to find this camp. They found it just deserted, and captured but 2 
prisoners. . . .Soon after this I learned that at an obscure settlement on Black 
Bayou, between New and Amite rivers, a number of men from Doyal’s and 
Gonzales’ 2 companies had a rendezvous where they lay in safety while we were 
scouting the ordinary roads and whence they came at other times to make 
conscriptions and plunder about the lower end of New River. This place is 
known as Seals’ Point, and I had much difficulty in finding a guide to it, as it 
was away from all the commonly used roads and no Federal scout had ever 
been there. On the night of December 17 I had a party of thirty men organized 
under three guides and sent them under Capt. L. C. Howell to explore the 
terra incognita. They marched all night, crossing New River at Baptiste Lan- 
dry’s 2 bridge and Black Bayou about four miles beyond, over roads almost 
impassable, and reached the place just before daylight. Taking immediate pos- 
session of every house, they found concealed in various places five soldiers 
and brought them in next day. The same night I sent another party to scout 
the upper end of the New River country between the Dutch Stores and Hamp- 
ton’s ferry, on Bayou Manchac. They brought in 2 prisoners on the next day. 
Both of these were noted characters, being Confederate soldiers who had 
joined a jayhawking gang under the lead of one John King... 

“On the night of the 18th I received information that a body of 150 men, 
under (Captain. Henry) Doyal, would start that morning from Livingston par- 
ish, cross Amite at some of the lower ferries, and come in to sweep the New! 
River settlement and upper coast plantations. . . .Calculating that they must 
first appear on the lower end of New River I posted my main force near the 
Baptist church. .. .Determining to watch for them still longer I sent one com- 
pany to each of the ferries which they might be expected, viz. at the French 
Settlement, at Scivique’s, McGill’s, and Hampton’s ferries. . .” 4 


“CAPTAIN BAPTISTE, On Apr. 6, 1865, Major Burt, Federal, from Hermitage 
CAPTAIN POCHE” plantation reported: 

? “Colonel: I respectfully report that, .. .I left camp at 
the Hermitage at midnight, April 2, with 30 men and reached the Amite river 
at noon, April 3, and made several ineffectual attempts to cross. ...I had been 
there but a few minutes when Captain Benjamin came up with forty men and 
a small boat, capable of crossing 2 horses at a time, which he had taken a short 
distance above that point. . . .I could not hear of any such man as Captain 
Baptiste, but a Captain F. Poche, who professes to be a conscripting officer, 
makes his headquarters at that place (French Settlement), and had not to 
exceed five men, ... Captain Poche could not be found, and one of the prison- 
ers told me that he left for some place below the Settlement just before we 
came into the place. .. .The names of the prisoners are Thomas Brignac, of 
Captain Poche’s scouts, and Paul Lomber (Lambert), conscripted by Poche, 
- ++ Captains Doyal, (Joseph) Gonzales, and Babien, and Lieutenant Mahoney 
have gone to Clinton. The enclosed papers were taken from Thomas Brignac.” § 
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LEE AT ’ General Lee surrendered at Appomattox on Apr. . 9, 
APPOMATTOX 1865. 














PRESIDENT LINCOLN President Lincoln was assassinated on Apr. 14, 1865. 
ASSASSINATED 


GOVERNOR ALLEN Confederate Governor, Henry Watkins Allen, relin- 
quishes his office on June 2, 1865. 


ELECTIONS J. Madison Wells and Albert Voorhies were elected 
governor and lieutenant-governor, respectively, on Nov. 
6, 1865. 


1. Manning’s plantation, now Riverton, near Burnside. 


2. Captain Jos. Gonzales, father of Mayor Joseph Gonzales, founder of the town of Gon- 
rales, La. Confederate reports touching these matters could not be found. 


3. The writer is informed that Baptiste Landry’s bridge was located at the present site 
of St. Amant, La. Mr. Landry was the father of Mrs. J. Alfred Gonzales and the grandfather 
of A. T. and Lester Gonzales. 


4. See, Official Records, War of the Rebellion, City Library, Baton Rouge. 


; 5. OR, op. cit., Vol. 28, p. 169. Additional interesting material could not be added for want 
of space. 


1866 


OFFICIALS: Judge Felix P. Poche is now state senator, and Henry 
L. Duffel representative. Samuel C. Hepburn is present- 


ly sheriff, but in May, 1866, Governor Wells commissioned Joseph Gonzales for 
this office. | 


DONALDSONVILLE The territorial limits of Donaldsonville are enlarged 
ENLARGED by Act 79 of 1866, as follows: 

“That the limits of the town of Donaldsonville be 
and they are extended so as to include within the present corporation of said 
town, all the land included within a line to start from a point on Bayou La- 
fourche, at a distance from the present limits of said town, as would be suffici- 
ent to include three squares and three streets parallel with Mississippi street, 
all in proportion to and in accordance with the old plan of Donaldsonville, until 
Said line strikes the property of W. C. Lawes, commonly known as Faubourg 
St. Elizabeth, thence to run so as to include all of said property, and by con- 
linuing the back line of said property across the church land aforesaid, until 
it meets the line dividing the said property from the plantation now owned 
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by Jacob Lemann, thence following the said line towards the M 


ississippi river 
until it strikes the same.” 1 





CIVIL WAR The Civil War was officially declared ended in Louisi- 
OFFICIALLY ENDS ana on April 2, 1866. 


COURT ROOM Sheriff Jos. Gonzales has leased from W. E. Phillips 
the Johnson Female academy, the lease being dated 


Sept. 14, 1866. The lease excepts that portion of said building occupied as a 
court-room and clerk’s office. 2 


JOHN H. ILSLEY Governor Hahn has appointed John Henry Ilsley to 


the supreme court. Judge Ilsley was opposed to se- 
cession. 





1. “Division street is a line marked by some Cherokee roses. . .” 23 Ann. 344. 
2. The Johnson Academy was located at the N. W. corner of St. Patrick street and Nicholls 
avenue, where the Episcopal Parsonage now stands. 


1867 

PRICE OF WAR! Four years of war and bloodshed leaves in its wake 

blight and confusion, as discussed in the case of Harp 
vs. Kenner, 1 in which several prominent citizens were involved. The court 
reports that the note sued upon, which was executed by Lawrence D. Nicholls, 
who sacrificed his life in the cause of the Confederacy, was endorsed by Duncan 
F. Kenner, representative in the Confederate congress; that, at the maturity of 
the note, the maker was dead, the holder was in the military lines of the United 
States, and the endorser was within the Confederate lines at Richmond, and, 
to cap the climax, the recorder’s office of Ascension parish, where the note was 
payable, was burned in Oct., 1862, and was not re-opened until March 29, 1865. 


ALBERT DUFFEL’S By Act of March 2, 1867, the Legislature appropriated 
WIDOW AIDED $2395.83 to Mrs. Louise Landry, widow of Judge Albert 

- Duffel, for back salary due the judge as an associate 
justice of the supreme court. 


COURT HOUSE Ascension parish has been without a_ suitable court 
AND JAIL house or jail since Oct., 1862. To supply this public 

improvement, the police jury appointed a commuttec 
composed of Lestang Fortier and Joseph Cire to supervise the construction of 
such a building to be built by Thomas Supple. The project was accepted as 
complete on Apr. 16, 1867. 2 
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ONCE USED AS COURT HOUSE 


1. 19 Ann. 63. 
2. Bk. of Misc. Acts, No. 3, fo. 153. 


1868 
OFFICIALS—STATE In January, Joshua Baker was named military gover- 
AND PARISH nor, while in April, Warmouth was elected “civil gov- 


vernor” and on June 27, 1868, he was designated to 
succeed Baker. 
We find the following local officials in office: Pierre Landry, colored, mayor 
of Donaldsonville, while the following were elected on Apr. 17th and 18th, 1868: 
C. B. Darrel, state senator; Milton Morris, Gloster H. Hill, colored, representa- 
tives; Morris Marks, parish judge; Felix Braud, sheriff; C. A. Younger, recorder; 
Isidore Le Blanc, assessor; Joe Blanchard, coroner; J. P. Hebert, C. N. Dubois, 
C. H. Tifton, R. Cole, E. J. Rice, J. P. Wilkerson, J. C. Mathieu, F. Vicknair, 
justices of the peace; Armand Landry, Lawrence Montero, SJr., George Turner, 
London Walles, Aaron Hill, Henry B. Parker, John McCrory and Louis Lefort, 
constables; Lestang Fortier, P. Le Blanc, Peter Washington, George Washing- 
ton, Ben. Dyer, Wm. King, police jurors; Raphael Beauvais, district judge, and 
John A. Cheevers, district attorney. 


1869 
WILLIAM C. LAWES- William C. Lawes is now mayor of Donaldsonville. 
SKIFF-FERRY On Dec. 18, 1869, Raphael Mousse was granted the 
‘ right to continue in the operation of his skiff-ferry 


until such time as a steam ferry might be placed in service. 


THE ASCENSION “Le Drapeau” is now 1 being published at the corner 


BANNER of Railroad avenue and Opelousas street by Mr. Super- 
vielle. 


1. On Dee. 18, 1869. It had suspended in 1870, but the “Ascension Republican” continued. 
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QoQ > 
1870 : 

RAILROADS The New Orleans, Mobile & Chattanooga Railroad com- 


pany, on Aug. 3, 1870, applied to the town council for 
permission to traverse certain streets in the rear section of Donaldsonville. 








ELECTIONS On Nov. 9, 1870, the town council of Donaldsonville 

adopted a resolution reciting that “a great excitement 
prevails in our town” due to the approaching election. The council pledges it- 
self “to keep the peace of the said town on the withdrawal of the militia.” All 
barrooms are ordered closed until the “ballot boxes are regularly removed 
from the town.” : . 


NEW RIVER Residents of the New River settlement, at this time, 
RESIDENTS include: (In the vicinity of Dutch stores), Valentin 


Babin, who operates a horse-power cotton-gin, E. Felix 
Babin, Francois Denoux, C. Z. “Noon” Blouin, Felix S. Landry, Emile Braud, 
Joachim Kling, Adolph Bercegeay, Dumini Le Blanc, Jos. A. Le Blanc, andGus- 
tave “Tiger” Landry, while at the Bluff settlement we find: Adolph Landry, Ed- 
mond N. Landry, John Anderson, Aristile Melancon, Lucien Cambre, Trasimond 
Dupuy, Antoine Cambre, Paul E. Braud, and Bernard Kling. 


1871 


OFFICIALS As the year 1871 unfolds itself we note the following 

officials serving the people of Ascension: Christain 
Kline, sheriff; Chas. F. Lewis, tax collector; John D. Cantey, clerk of court; 
Rodolph Braud, secretary of the police jury; E. W. Mason, parish judge. Muni- 
cipal officials of Donaldsonville are: E. W. Mason, mayor; E. N. Pugh, attorney; 
G. A. Franklin, physician; W. G. Wilkinson, secretary; C. Kline, treasurer; Fred. 
Fobb, assessor; Pierre Landry, collector; Gustave Dugas, wharf-master. The police 
jury members are: E. W. Mason, president, Chas. N. Lewis, Hillary Rice, Pierre 
Landry, S. H. Fields. On the school board we find: E. W. Mason, president; 
Rodolph Braud, Gloster H. Hill, Bryant, Pierre Landry, Chas. F. Smith, Chas. 
N. Lewis. 


“A REGULAR TRAIN” Daily train service is indeed a great boon to our people, 
as is noted in the following from the “Chief” of Oct. 
14, 1871: 

“Since Wednesday last, a regular train has been running on the railroad 
between here and New Orleans, arriving here at 12 M., and leaving at EY M., 
each day. ...” In its issue of Oct. 28, 1871, the “Chief” observes that: “City 
papers only six hours old can be found at Wilkinson’s news depot at twelvg 
o’clock each day. The railroad was not built in vain.” However, on Nov. 4, 1871, 
the “Chief” suggests: “The idea occurs to us that a man might find a lucrative 
business in traveling up and down the railroad and picking up the hats that 
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a 
blow from the heads of the passengers on the trains. From all accounts, we are 
of the opinion that there have been enough hats scattered along the road since 
it has been opened to fill a small size hat store. ... ” 

Prior to Dec. 1, 1871, passenger trains between New Orleans and Donaldson- 
ville ran at irregular intervals, but on Dec. 2, 1871, the N. O., Mobile & Texas 
announced: 

“On and after Dec. 1, 1871, passenger trains will run daily between New 
Orleans and Donaldsonville. ...” And the Chief, Dec. 30, 1871, exclaims: “Won’t 
there be a jubilee in Donaldsonville when we receive daily mail by the cars?” 








FERRY SERVICE Raphael Mousse, an old Spaniard, who holds the river 

ferry franchise, has inaugurated a “superior” service— 
the “Little Minnie” is now handling traffic. Formerly a flat-boat, propelled by 
skiffs, was used. ; 


THE DEPOT On Oct. 26, 1871, the town council’s attention was 
; called to the impassable condition of Cabahanosse 
street, leading from the town to the depot. Later the mayor suggested the build- 
ing of a plank walk from the canal (Claiborne street) to the depot. In Dec., 
1871, the council concluded to build the sidewalk of cypress planks and to put 
it on the upper side of Cabahanosse street. 





THE “CHIEF” In Sept., 1871, the “Donaldsonville Chief” made its debut 
in Ascension. It is owned by Linden E. Bentley, a 
gifted writer and silver-tongued orator. 


A BLAZE OF GLORY The “Chief” of Sept. 23, 1871, notes: 

“Wednesday night two of the street lamps near the 
market-house took a notion to explode and disappear in a blaze of glory—or 
puroline oil, rather. Viewed from a short distance they resembled a young 
bon-fire.” 


SCHOOLS “At present there are twelve schools in the parish in 

daily operation, under the control of seventeen teach- 
ers,” says the “Chief” of Sept. 30, 1871, “each school having an average atten- 
_ dance of from fifty to seventy-five pupils. .. .” 


RAILROAD Ireight-train service is about to be provided for our 
people, as is noted in the “Chief,” Oct. 14, 1871, in the 

following: 
“We are informed. . .that the company is making arrangements to place 


freight trains upon the road at an early date. ...Light freight, such as bundles, 
packages and small boxes can be shipped by the railroad now.” 

Who will deny that the railroad is a cheaper and speedier means of trans- 
portation than the steamboat! This opinion is expressed by the “Chief” of Oct. 
14, 1871, as follows: 

“Since Wednesday last, a regular train has been running on the railroad 
between here and New Orleans, arriving here at 12 M., and leaving at 1 P. M. 
each day. This arrangement will be welcomed by all our citizens as a great 
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cofivenience, ‘as it affords a cheaper and speedier means to travel to the city 
than by steamboat.” 


The “Chief” of Oct. 21, 1871, rejoices that: “Every day, at ten minutes be- 
fore 12 o'clock, the whistle of the locomotive pervades the air, and we are 
reniinded of the pleasant fact that we can receive news from New Orleans, only 
four hours old.” 


CABAHANOSSE The horribte condition of Cabahanosse street caused 
STREET the “Chief,” on Nov. 11, 1871, to note: 


“It rained Wednesday night, consequently Cabahanosse 
street was in a fearful condition Thursday, and persons compelled to walk to 
the railroad found the task an unenviable one. An elevated plank walk should 
be built on this street to the railroad depot, for the convenience of passengers.” 

While again, on Nov. 18, 1871, the editor exclaims in disgust: 


“. . Wonder when some steps will be taken to make a passable thorough- 
fare of Cabahanosse street. We’d rather stick a nail in our foot than walk to 
the railroad after a rain.” 


Improvement is noted in the condition of Cabahanosse street; but to the 
“Chief” the name sounds horrible. Thus, on Dec. 16, 1871, they remark in plain- 
tive tones: 


“Now that the street leading to the railroad has been transformed from an 
almost impassable road into a beautiful thoroughfare, would it not be well 
for the council to bestow upon it some more appropriate and sensible title 
than ‘Cabahanosse’, that polysyllabic monstrosity of ancient origin, fearful or- 
thography, and doubtful pronunciation? Call it Broadway, or First Avenue, or 
Depot street—almost anything but Cabahanosse.” 1 


MAIL . Mail is now being transported by the Katie, and as it ‘s 
frequently behind schedule, the “Chief” on Nov. vit 
1871, comments: 

“The U. S. Mail Steamer Katie which should have come up from New Orle- 
wns Thursday night and brought the mail for this point, passed down last eve- 
ning at half past four o’clock.” 





THE DEPOT “The railroad depot at the foot of Cabahanosse street 

is almost completed,’ says the “Chief” of December 23, 
1871, and “is a good looking substantial structure. A ticket office has been opened 
and passengers can now procure their tickets before entering the cars.” 
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ONE OF THE FIRST DEPOTS TO BE 
ERECTED AT DONALDSONVILLE 


1. See interesting discussion of name “Cabahanosse” in Louisiana Place-Names of Indian 
origin, Doctor W. A. Read; who is of the opinion that the name signifies “Blacksmith sleep 
there, or a blacksmith shop.” Also, see same author La. French, p. 153. 


1872 


LAW ENFORCEMENT Mayor E. W. Mason asserted, on Jan. 2, 1872, that de- 

plorable conditions existed in the town of Donaldson- 
Ville, whith he attributed to lack of law enforcement. He declared that hence- 
forth the law would be enforced even though “it cost him his life.” 





PLANK-WALK A petition of citizens was filed with the town council 
on Jan. 2, 1872, praying that the plank walk on the up- 
per side of Cabahanosse street be continued from the canal (Claiborne street) © 


towards the river. Opposition was voiced on the ground as all sidewalks 
needed repair as well as this one. 


RAILROAD The rumor, recently circulated, to the effect that 
Charles Morgan intends to “pick up the rails” has cre- 

ated general alarm, as noted in the “Chief” of Jan. 6, 1872, as follows: 
“There has been an unfounded rumor... to the effect that Charles Morgan 
intended to pick up the rails from our New Orleans and Donaldsonville railroad 
and carry them over into St. Mary to be used for the extension of his Brashear 


road towards Texas. We are positively informed that no such project is or has 
been contemplated. sf 
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The “platform” is a popular place on Sunday. “The railroad depot,” says 
the “Chief” of Jan. 20, 1872, “has come to be quite a popular place of resort 
among our townspeople about the time of the arrival of Sunday’s train. Almost 
everybody, with his wife and all the children, may be seen upon the platform.” 

Originally it was planned to extend the railroad from Donaldsonville to 
Vermillionville, 1 thence to Houston. The roport that this plan is about to be 
set aside caused considerable disappointment and alarm, as is noted by the 
“Chief” of Feb. 3, 1872, in the following news-item: 

“Governor Warmouth has received a dispatch from New York announcing 
that a contract for the completion of a railroad to Texas has been entered into 
with reliable parties ... 

“This is indeed good news, .. . But what surprises us is that the work is to 
be an extension of Morgan’s Brashear road instead of the road which has its 
present terminus at Donaldsonville. How is this? Is the original plan... to 
be abandoned since Charles Morgan has become a stockholder? We hope not, 
but rather that the intended arrangement ... will be carried out; that is, the ex- 
tension of the Brashear road to Shreveport and of the Donaldsonville road to 
Houston, Texas, the two roads connecting at Vermillionville. ...” 

The “Chief” became exasperated, and on March 23, 1872, says: 

“The pile-driver is at work at the site of the railroad bridge to be built 
across the Bayou Lafourche, and we infer the work of constructing the bridge 
has been commenced in good earnest. We hope it may be steadily continued, 
and our railroad extended somewhere or other, we are not very particular 
where.” 


SOME PUMPKINS Happy days will be here when five or six trains per day 
go rushing by. Note the “Chief” of Aug. 24, 1872, as 
follows: | | 
“Won’t we Donaldsonvillians consider ourselves ‘some pumpkins’ when our 
little railroad stretches itself away off to the interior of Texas, and five or six 
trains per day go rushing by us?” 


CENSUS As of Oct. 16, 1872, there are in Ascension 4253 regis- 
tered voters, divided as follows, whites, 1061, colored, 

3192. 

‘OFFICIALS Pierre Landry, colored, is now president of the school 


board, and Felix Reynaud, an old “war horse” of the 
Confederacy, is now parish treasurer. 


VACANT LOTS Maginnis lots for sale! The “Chief” of Oct. 26, 1872, 
FOR SALE carries the following advertisement: 


. “For sale. One hundred Vacant Town Lots in Don- 
aldsonville, embraced in the ‘Maginnis Tract,’ and situated between Claiborne 
Street and the Railroad. R. N. Sims.” 2 


ELECTIONS The “Chief” does not expect trouble at the election to ne 
held on Novy. 4, 1872. Others practice the “safety first 
doctrine. The “Chief” of Oct. 26, 1872, notes: 
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“The Election in this parish will pass off quietly and peaceably, and there 
is no need for any of our citizens to incur the trouble and expense of sending 
their families away from home. The women and children will be as safe here 
as they could be elsewhere.” 

Commissioners of election to serve at the polls on Nov. 4, 1872, are as fol- 
lows: 

Poll No. 1, at W. S. Little’s store, first ward, W. S. Little, Joseph Dominique, 
Samuel H. Mullen. Poll No. 2, at Port Barrow, second ward, Henry Cook, Peter 
Jones, Justinien Oubre. Poll No. 3, at Duphossa Gregoire’s store, Me Call Bru- 
lee, third ward, Antoine Ourso, Manuel Montecino, Adam Trophet. Poll No. 4, 
at the Court House, in the town of Donaldsonville, Joseph Billeisen, Henry W. 
Miller, Frederick Fobb. Poll No. 5, at the ferry-house, opposite Donaldsonville, 
fifth ward, R. N. Chapman, Alex S. Landry, Gloster H. Hill. Poll No. 6, at the 
Linwood Place, sixth ward, Ben Allen, John Graves, Benjamin Gibson. Poll No. 
7, at the Dutch Store, eighth ward, O. A. Bullion, J. Adrien Landry, John Hack. 
Poll No. 8, at V. P. Landry’s store, seventh ward, V. Adlard Gautreau, A. G. Gau- 
treau, Arthur Burnett. Poll No. 9, at E. P. Braud’s store, seventh ward, Solomon 
Barman, Leon Dugas, E. P. Braud. Poll No. 10, at David Shelpman’s store, op- 
posite Port Vincent on the Amite river, eighth ward, P. St. Amant, A. Meyers, 
Just M. Lamare. 

No trouble occurred on election day, and the “Chief” of Nov. 9, 1872, re- 
marks: 

“Notwithstanding the assurance of the Chief that the election in this parish 
would pass off without disturbance, some timid people left town and remained 
away until after election day. They are now returning. ... ” 


RAILROAD Our transportation service is gradually improving. Note 

_the railroad time-table in the “Chief” of Nov. 16, 1872: 

“Daily Passenger and Freight Train combined—Leaves New Orleans at 7:45 

A. M.; Arrives in Donaldsonville at 12:30 P. M. Returning (Sundays excepted), 
Leaves Donaldsonville at 1 P. M.; Arrives in New Orleans at 4:50 P.M. ...” 


MAILS. Mails now arrive and depart at Donaldsonville post of- 
fice daily, Sundays excepted. 3 The “daily” mail, how- 
ever, does not always arrive daily, as is noted in the following from the “Chief” 
of Dec. 21, 1872: 
“The mail steamer W. S. Sipe) which was due from New Orleans last night, 
did not arrive. She will probably be up tonight.” 


POLICE JURY Commenting on the new police jury, the “Chief” of Dec. 
28, 1872, says: 

“Our new police jury, composed entirely of colored men, wall assemble on 
the first Monday of January. ... Our colored friends composing the new jury 
witl have an excellent chance to make enviable reputations in this community 
by adhering strictly to the path of rectitude in their new positions, and accom- 
plishing all practicable reforms in parish government. ...” 


1. Now Lafayette. 
2. “Division street is a line marked by some Cherokee roses...” 23 Ann, 344. 
3. NOV. 23, 1872. 
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1873 | 
POLICE JURY The new police jury (colored), composed of Hillery 


Rice, Henry Johnson, Edward Cantey, William Kenner 
and Allvidges Harrison, met on Jan. 7, 1873, and elected Wm, Kenner, president, 
Fred. Fobb, secretary, and C. Kline, parish treasurer. 


CABAHANOSSE On Jan. 6, 1873, the town council changed the name of 
STREET Cabahanosse street, and the “Chief” notes: 


“At a meeting of the Common Council last Monday, 
the name of Cabahanosse street was wisely changed to Railroad avenue, a civi- 
lized appellation which the Chief claims to have first suggested and introduced 
into use.” 


JOHNSON The Johnson Institute is now for sale, as announced in 
INSTITUTE the following advertisement contained in the “Chief” of 


March 15, 1873: 
“For Sale! The ‘Johnson Institute’ and lots upon which it is situated are 
offered for sale by consent of the Bishop of the Diocese and the vestry and pre- 
siding minister of the Church of Ascension. ...E. N. Pugh, Treasurer.” 


A-1 TOWN One can make no mistake by settling in Donaldsonville! 
Note the “Chief” of March 15, 1873: 
“Donaldsonville is daily increasing in size and business importance, a fact 
to which we call the attention of the outside world, and more especially people 
who are looking around for a place to settle in.” 


TOWN BONDS Bonds issued on 1866, known as Consolidated bonds, 
have caused the town of Donaldsonville considerable 
trouble. The “Chief” of April 26, 1873, remarks: 

“The Consolidated Bonds—The amount of the debt of the town of Donald- 
sonville which was consolidated in 1866, ... was $25,712.22. The considerations 
for which a greater portion of this debt was incurred, we believe, were the 
equipment of the Donaldsonville Cannoneers and the purchase of material for 
the building of a bridge across Bayou Lafourche, which by the way, was never 
built. Up to the year 1871, bonds to the amount of $5493.53 had been redeemed, 
and the interest’ on the debt, amounting to something like $8240, regularly paid. 
Since the decision of the Supreme Court (in 1872) no principal or interest has 
been paid. The bonds fall due in 1876...” (33 Ann. 366, 386, 668, 671). 


OFFICIALS Officials of the parish and district, as of May 10, 1873, 

are: Othello J. Flagg, district judge; Morris Marks, dis- 
trict attorney; Geo. E. Bovee, state senator; Pierre Landry and Chas. N. Lewis, 
representatives; John A. Cheevers, parish judge; Fred. Duffel, parish attorney; 
John D, Cantey, clerk of court; Chas. Gecks, recorder; Fred. Fobb, secretary of 
police jury; Christian Kline, parish treasurer; L. E. Bentley, tax collector; Aaron 
Hill, (colored), sheriff; Official journal, Ascension Leader; W. M. McGalliard, 
jail physician. 
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NEW RIVER ROADS _ The police jury, on May 13, 1873, appointed a committee 

composed of Jos. Gonzales, S. H. Fields and Henry 
Johnson to examine Black Bayou road, Jos. Gonzales being appointed syndic of 
said road; and on the same date they appointed a superintendent of New River 
Jane “whose duty will be to keep the lane and bridges in good repair.” 





RAILROAD Under the heading “Railroad Items” the “Chief” of May 
31, 1873, says: 

“It is rumored that the N. O. M. & T. R. R. has passed into other hands, the 
transfer being effected in a quiet manner by private agreement, but who the new 
managers are has not yet become known. ... Another report is circulated to 
the effect that Gov. Warmouth will be the president of the road under its new 
ownership. The ex-Governor is known as a man of great vim and enterprise, 
and perhaps his connection with the road may tend to hasten its completion to - 
Texas. Meanwhile it is still advertised that the road will be sold at auction on 
Friday next, June 6th.” . | 

We next read in the “Chief” of June 7, 1875, the following: 

“The Railroad Sold.—According to advertisement the N. O. M. & T. R. R. was 
sold at public auction by the U.S. Marshall in front of the New Orleans post-of- 
fice yesterday. The purchasers were Messrs. Henry J. Gardner and Peter But- 
ler, both Massachussetts men, agents of the second mortgage bondholders, the 
purchase of course being made subject to the first mortgage bonds, which are 
assumed by the buyers. 

“For the section of the road... extending from New Orleans ten miles be- 
yond Donaldsonville, $200,000 ...” 


THE KATIE Steamboats are still the choice of some of our travel- 
ers. The “Chief” of June 14, 1873, notes: 
“The magnificent steamer Katie will pass Donaldsonville upon her down- 
ward trip every Sunday afternoon between the hours of one and three, and will 
carry passengers to New Orleans at the rate of $2.50 each, meals included.” 


EPISCOPAL Work on the Episcopal church is about to begin. In its 
CHURCH issue of July 12, 1873, the “Chief” says: 

“New Church—The lumber to be used in the con- 
struction of the new Episcopal church has arrived, and work upon the founda- 
tion is begun ... The site selected for the church is a parish lot situated on the 
lower side of the Place d’Armes, corner of Attakapas street, ...” 





NO POST CARDS Postal cards! The “Chief” of July 26, 1873, says: 

“No postal cards have arrived at the Donaldsonville 
post-office yet. The demand in the large cities exceeds the supply, and it will 
be some time before we have them here.’ 


MAIL The excellent mail service now enjoyed by our citizens 
is worth crowing about. The “Chief” of Aug. 23, 1873, 
observes: 
“It may not be known to many of our town readers 
that there is now a daily mail carried between this place and Napoleonville, and 
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a tri-weekly mail between that town and Thibodeaux, yet such is the fact. Na- 
poleonvilleites doubtless rejoice that this is thusly.” 











SCHOOLS “Teachers wanted,” says an advertisement in the 
“Chief” of August 23, 1873, “The Town School Board 
inet Thursday evening at the Mayor’s office and provided for the opening of the 
town schools in the first Monday of September. Two teachers are wanted, fe- 
inales preferred, the salary of each not to exceed fifty dollars per month.” 


BAYOU LAFOURCHE “Bayou Lafourche is so low,” says the “Chief” of ete 
6, 1873, “that people ford the stream to save ferriage . 


SCHOOLS ; The “Chief” of Sept. 6, 1873, remarks: 

. “Mr. W. W. Buford opened school in the M. E. 
Church on Houmas street, last Monday, with twenty-five pupils, and the atten- 
dance has been increasing daily since. ...” 

And in the same issue of the “Chief” it says: 

“The Episcopal Church on Railroad Avenue has been rented by the Town 
School Board, and one of the town schools will be held in that building. The 
benches which have been in the old Johnson Institute for the past two years have 
been transferred to the church, and everything is in readiness for the commence- 
ment of the schools as soon as the teachers shall have been employed.” 


FIRE FIGHTERS Phoenix Fire Co. No. 1 was organized on Dec. 8, 1873, 


at a meeting of citizens held at the M. E. Church here, 
with H. O. Maher, as its first president. 


1874 


NEWSPAPERS The “Ascension Leader,” which has been published 


3 here for several years, is now owned and edited by 
Philip Winfree. 


FIRE COMPANY Donaldsonville is not satisfied with one fire company, 

therefore, on May 13, 1874, a number of our citizens met 
and organized the Ascension Hook & Ladder Fire company, No. 1, with Chris- 
tian Kline, as its first president. 1 


ELECTIONS The Republican candidates to be voted on at the elce- 

tion to be held on Nov. 2, 1874, are: state senator, 7th 
district, Pierre Landry, colored, of Ascension; representatives, Louis Butler, col- 
ered, Gloster H. Hill, colored; parish judge, Henry O. Maher; sheriff, Aaron Iill, 


colored; coroner, V. C. Cantrelle. colored; police jurors, John Ashby, Henry Hay- 
man, Wm. Diggs, 2 . 
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SCHOOLS _ The status of educational affairs in Ascension in Sept., 
1874, is given in the “Chief”, as follows: 

“The Schools—Mr. J. C. W. Richardson is teaching a flourishing school in 
the First Ward at his old location, Dominique’s Landing. The average daily at- 
tendance of pupils, Mr. Richardson informs us, is nearly forty. 

“In the Second Ward, that competent teacher, Mr. W. W. Buford, has charge 
of the public school, and reports over sixty names upon the roll. 

“Mr. Tykim Orr, the Oxford graduate and native of China, resumes control 
of the Third Ward school and the scholars are advancing rapidly under his ex- 
cellent management. 

“Miss Annie M. Woods and Theo. W. Lott, Esq., are principals of the two 
town schools, which are both well attended. We believe Miss Missouri Johnson 
has reopened her old school below town, in the Jacob’s school-house, but our 
information is not positive. 

““A flourishing school is in operation in the Fifth ward, but the teacher’s 
name has slipped our memory. An exhibition was given in the school-house 
last evening, which was participated in by a number of Mr. Lott’s pupils... 

“The Linwood school, sixth ward, is under control of Mr. James H. Prof- 
fitt, and is in a satisfactory state of progression. 3 

“Reports from the seventh ward informs us that Mr. Arthur Burnett has up- 
ward of sixty pupils in his school. 

“Dr. A. B. Robertson will open a school in the Eighth ward, near the Dutch 
Stores, on the first Monday inOctober, (1874), and as the Doctor is an experi- 
enced teacher, good results are expected from his tuition. ...” 





RAILROAD Combination passenger and freight train service, now 
enjoyed by our people, is announced in an advertise- 
ment in the “Chief” of October 10, 1874, as follows: 
“Daily Passenger and Freight Train Combined. 
“Leaves New Orleans, from head of St. Joseph street, at 8 A. M. Arrives at 
Donaldsonville at 12:15 P. M., White Castle at 1 P. M. Returning—Leaves White 
Castle at 1:15 P. M., Donaldsonville at 2 P.M. Arrives at New Orleans at 6 P. M.” 


ELECTIONS Election precincts for the heated election of November 
2, 1874, are o follows: 

No. 1, af Little’s store, first ward; 2, at school-house in Smoke Bend, second 
ward; 3, at B. Mollere’s store, mouth = Sacremento, third ward; 4, at D. Gre- 
goire’s store, Sacremento brulee, third ward; 5, at the Court House, town of Don- 
aldsonville, fourth ward; 6, at the Marchand place, fifth ward; 7, at Washington 
school-house, fifth ward; 8, at Linwood school- house, sixth ward; 9, at V. P. 
Landry’s ball-room, seventh ward; 10, at Solomon Barman’s place, seventh ward; 
11, at the Dutch Store, eighth ward; 12, at Alex Meyers’ place, eighth ward. 


TAKE CARS AT The “Chief” of November 7, 1874, announces: “Passen- 

CANAL STREET gers for Donaldsonville, Bayou Goula and all way sta- 

tions now take the cars at the head of Canal street, New 

Orleans, at 7:45 A. M. Returning, the train leaves Donaldsonville at 1:30 each 
day instead of 2:15 as heretofore. 

“A freight train will leave Donaldsonville daily (Sundays excepted) at 11:40 
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A. M., and freight will be landed upon the levees at New Orleans at 7 A. M. the 
day after shipment. 3 


POLICE JURY At the election of November 2, 1874, the following were 
elected police jurors: Henry Heyman, L. D. Arsenaux, 
Solomon Barman, William Diggs, Hillary Rice and Felix Reynaud. 


STEAM FERRY On November 14, 1874, the “Chief” advocates the in- 
stallation of a steam ferry, saying: 

“A steam ferry at Donaldsonville is the next public improvement on the ta- 
Dis; aauk . 

The same issue, advertising the franchise for sale, notes that the lessee is 
required to put in service “a good and substantial steam tug boat, capable of 
crossing foot passengers, and a strong substantial flat boat attached to said tug 
boat to cross horses; mules, stock and vehicles of every description.” 

However, the “Chief” of December 19, 1874, expresses keen disappointment 
as the police jury had repealed the ordinance requiring the steam ferry, for the 
reason Messrs. Lanoux and Bourgeois discovered that a steam tug “would cost 
so much more than they had anticipated.” , 


RAILROADS The New Orleans, Mobile & Texas Railroad was sold on 
November 18, 1874, as is told in the “Chief” of Decem- 
ber 5, 1874, as follows: 

“Sale of the Railroad.—On the 18th of November, (1874) the Western Divi- 
sion of the New Orleans, Mobile and Texas Railroad was sold at auction by Mar- 
shall Packard, under a decree of the U. S. Circuit Court, and bid in by an agent 
of Mr. Frank M.Ames. The first section, comprising that portion of the road ex- 
tending from New Orleans to Donaldsonville was sold for $225,000, and the sec- 
ond section, being the portion completed beyond Donaldsonville, for $12,000. . .” 


1. Chief Dy. Clerk of Court, Jas. S. Barman, is present president of this fire company, 
which office he has filled for many years. 

2. “Chief” Sept. 12, 1874. ; 

3. Grand-father of Jeanne M. Landaiche. * 


1875 


OFFICIALS Local public officials at this time are: Othello J. Flagg, 

district judge; Morris Marks, district attorney; Pierre 
Landry, colored, state senator; Louis Butler, colored, Gloster H. Hill, colored, 
representatives; Fred Duffel, parish attorney; John D. Cantey, clerk of court; 
Chas. Gecks, recorder; Octave Terrio, secretary, police jury; Christian KInie, pa- 
rish treasurer; Linden E. Bentley, tax collector; Aaron Hill, colored, sheriff; VY. 
C. Cantrelle, colored, coroner; Wm. M. McGalliard, jail physician. 1 


ASCENSION The “Ascension Leader” has its ups and downs. The 
LEADER “Chief” on Jan. 23, 1875, observes: 


“After several weeks suspension the ‘Ascension 
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a I te An 
Leader” re-appears to-day. ... The proprietor, Mr. Philip Winfree, has returned 
from an extended visit to New Orleans.” ; 








LARGE SKIFF “Mr. Raphael Mousse is having a large skiff built for 
FOR FERRY his river ferry,” says the “Chief” of Jan. 30, 1875. 
PORT VINCENT A description of Port Vincent, with comments on its 


history, is found in the “Chief” of Feb. 13, 1875, as fol- 
lows: 

“The piace was first a landing place on the river Amite; where lived until 
recently, an old and venerable Italian called Vincent Scivique. ... His mortal 
remains still rest at Port Vincent under a shelter, near by to a small chapel built 
out of his own private means. ... Then came a charter for a town and a skele- 
t6n map, in which squares and lots were marked down, named and numbeded. 
Liberal grants or donations were also projected for churches, cathedrals, syn- 
agogues, schools, colleges, lyceums, gymnasiums, etc., 

“Then came a lust for empire; ... Upon that (first defeat) they set to work 
again, and got another law passed, which declared, ..., that nevertheless, the 
courthouse should be thither removed. See Act. No. 83, June 4, 1872. 

“But this arbitrary Act of the Legislature being passed, the Port Vincent 
proprictors erected, on a credit, partly at their expense or rather their own risk, 
and partly at the expense of the taxpayers, ..., and then sought the records. 
... They were hurried on board the boat, and then without any delay started 
off for Port Vincent. 

“This was a day of triumph, par excellence, for Port Vincent.” (31. Ann. 
374). . 


RAILROADS The N. O., M. & T. may extend its line beyond Bayou 
Goula, and onward to Grand River. The remarks of 
the “Chief” in its issue of Feb. 13, 1875, are interesting: 

“The Railroad.—Mr. C. H. Allen ... superintendent of the Louisiana Divi- 
sion of the N. O., M. & T. BR. R.... came up on the train yesterday on a tour of 
inspection of: the road under his control. We learn from Mr. Allen that it is 
probable arrangements will be made for the extension of the road to Grand 
River, a distance of fourteen miles beyond the present terminus (Bayou Goula). 
It is anticipated that the extension will largely increase the business of the line, 
as boats will run the Atchafalaya, Teche, Courtableau and adjacent streams in 
connection with the trains and thus attract a large portion of the freight and 
travel from the fertile Attakapas region to the railroad. As a natural conse- 
quence of the augmented business of the road, we will have finer cars, a better 
ferry boat at Westwego, a smoother thoroughfare and perhaps two passenger and 
freight trains each day. ...” 


CHURCH FAIR The congregation of Ascension Catholic church have 
made a start on their magnificent new church edifice, 
as is told in the “Chief” of Feb. 13, 1875: 
“Yhe Fair for the benefit of the Catholic church at this place opened at noon 
on Suturday last, in the St. Joseph Academy building, on the grounds adjoining 
those of the church, and continued Monday night, 
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“Besides being a perfect success in other points of view, the Fair was by no 
means a pecuniary failure, for the handsome amount of $1000.00, has been real- 
ized, over and above all expenses, for the worthy object of augmenting the in- 
adequate church fund, ...” 2 


RIVER FERRY Traffic via the river ferry is very light indeed, which 
causes the “Chief” of Feb. 27, 1875, to remark: 

. Speaking of ferries, we are informed that at the present season Mr. 

Raphael Mousse finds his new ferry on Bayou Lafourche, near Mr. F. Gomes’ 

store, a more profitable speculation than that on the river at this place. The 

number of persons having occasion to cross the river now-a-days is exceedingly 

small.” 


“a 


WHITE CASTLE It is necessary to turn the Bayou Lafourche bridge twice 

BOUND each day to permit trains to pass on their way to White 
Castle. The “Chief” of Feb. 22, 1875, says: 

“In addition to the duties which Mr. Jos. Hughes, ... who has for over two 


years filled the position of freight agent of the Pienad at this place, has been 
called upon to perform, that of turning the Bayou Lafourche bridge twice each 
day to allow the passage of the daily trains across and back, has been recently 
added: . 2.” 


CONFEDERATE Major Victor Maurin, gallant Confederate veteran, died 
VETERAN on March 9, 1875, and the “Chief” of March 13, 1875, 


pays the following tribute: 

“Victor Maurin was born in this parish on the 2nd of October, 1818, and was, 
therefore, at the time of his death, in the 57th year of his age. P 

“In the early days of the late war Major Maurin entered the struggle in the 
Confederate service as Captain of the Donaldsonville Cannoneers, an organiza- 
tion comprising some of the first citizens of Ascension parish, that took part in 
several of.the principal battles of the war and became noted for heroic conduct 
upon the field of strife. While in the army Capt. Maurin was promoted to Ma- 
jor, ... He came home on a furlough but once during the war, in 1865, and 
while returning to his post of duty in Virginia he met Jefferson Davis, President 
of the Confederacy, and being informed of the surrender of the army of Lee at 
Appomattox, he remained with the fugitive President’s small bodyguard, and with 
them was shortly afterward captured by Federal troops. ...” 


SCHOOLS ’ A sketch portraying the condition of the schools in 
Ascension is contained in the “Chief“ of March 20, 1875: 

“The Schools.—The following is a list of the teachers already employed: W. 

W. Buford, second ward school; Tye Kim Orr, third ward; Miss Annie M. Woods, 
Mrs. Cuney and Jas. H. Profitt, fourth ward; Miss Missouri Johnson and Peter A. 
Jones, fifth ward; John Dixon, V. A. Gautreau and Arthur Burnett, seventh ward; 
Mrs. J. B. Felder, eighth ward. ... As soon as a Suitable building can be pro- 
cured in the sixth ward, a teacher will be employed. ... We believe Mr. E. C. Pal- 
mer has tendered the Board the use of a vacant house upon his Mount Houmas 
place, ... Mr. D. F. Kenner and Gen. J. L. Brent have also expressed themselves 
willing to aid in procuring or constructing a suitable building, ... Dr. A. B. Rob- 
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ertson was offered his former school in the eighth ward, but having engaged his 
services to Gen. A. S. Mansfield as manager ... the doctor was compelled to de- 
cline re-employment. .... Mr. Solomon Barman informs us that the residents 
of his neighborhood are anxious to build a new school house, and will agree to 
do all the work if the Board will assist them in purchasing the necessary lum- 
DOT. i385 


“Henry Loeb, Esq., Lessee of the Stella plantation, below Donaldsonville on 
the right bank of the river, has offered the school house on that place free of 
Fenlals ee 


CATHOLIC CHURCH On March 22, 1875, Police Juror William Diggs offered 
- the following resolution, which was adopted: 
“Whereas, the Catholic Church of the parish of Ascension, in the town of 
Donaldsonville, is in a dilapidated condition, threatening to fall at any day. 


“Whereas, it has been decided to erect another church in its place and all 
revenues derived from the property of the church is especially appropriated and 
reserved for the building of the said new church, 


“Therefore, be it resolved, That said church property situated in the parish 
of Ascension be and is hereby exempted and released from the payment of all 
parish taxes due or which may become due during the erection and building of 
said church, provided said revenues are used solely for its erection.” 3 


SCHOOLS Another picture of our schools is given in the “Chief” 
of April 10, 1875, as follows: 

“So far as heard from, the public schools of Ascension are progressing very 
satisfactorily, and the attendance of pupils is greater than has been the case for 
several years. ... The former (second ward school) under the direction of 
Mr. W. W. Buford, assisted by Octavius Riley, has an average attendance of about 
65 scholars. ... The lower school of the first ward situated upon Mr. Adelard 
Landry’s place, is taught by a very competent young man, Mr. Cornelius Bryan, 
-.. There are 70 names on the roll of this school, ... The school of Mr. J. 
C. Braud (at Dominique’s Landing) ... is in better condition than ever before. 

In the sixth ward,Mr. W. J. McIntyre, ..., will open a school upon Mr. E. 
C. Palmer’s Mount Houmas place in a few days. ... Dr. A. R. Robertson.. 
will open his former school near the Dutch Stores, eighth ward, on Monday next. 

In the Port Vincent neighborhood, Mrs. J. B. Felder has accepted reap- 
pointment as teacher, ... ” 


: apy a a BD tveirin 
fe ‘ald Gesu Vi peey % a 
4 , { 
: ; al rae) h 
othe ete sor oat a in ea | aE 
4 : 2, ool 4 y * 
a ud ¥4 t v4 . 2 





Leone } 
no. silivnceblenod pot cae ollal? ox to semen pad Adiaeman : 
to so7t -so8iq ted3 no savor pantie lnateasationst irsoutnobemrdes ech 


Rm) ws “VS 
ee 


ae 











beste engid anellliW owl soilod ZT8 SS doweM oO ee ee 
‘baiqohe saw Aoiciw .cottuioge7 yaiwolic? oa) 
Jo mwo!} odi mi wolensaeA Yo daiieg edi to Hows sllodia“y od ansrad We , 
wa vee, te lis? oF gaiinsinsid? tioitibnos botabiqalib a al 2 


Us bone sonlg eft al ders sein ante ll el gua 
bas beteinqoiwgqe yileiseqes ai dowdo oft lo yhieqetq a? mort bsvitsh 
oid wea bise off lo yaiblind sit 30) beytsess 


delieg sdf at batautie Yreqorq dowd biee tedT bovine tod awlsted™ 
fig lo inemyeq edt mot! bezesio: bae bstquexs ydeted ei bak od noizengaeA Yo 
lo yoiblind bas nolisens eft pnimuh seb smooed yam doidw to sub soxzet datteq 

& “ soltagts eff 10} uisloe boos er prapeninoienesammoneneresiyys 


a oe '? Pi’ 
‘ 





? 





, 
¥ 
oF 


“loidD” ods nt nevig #f aloordae we lo. yutioiq todlonA ~ a100%8 
_ tewollol es £18t OI lingA to ‘Glvchie bal 


VT Boleengotq 970 nolassn2s lo elooring oildug oft monk bined ‘ea 102 02" ms 
101 sen edi aged ezrl pad 19)a0'p, al allewae 30, soenlieeatth: ett Sete rene 
lo noijomib sd} roban (looiicez Linw basse) tsnrs0t odT oe. 
luoda Jo sonabastia syatove on ead . voli uuivatoO yd beeline Srohstl at ce | 
taalobA aM goqu botautle brew ieit od} 10 Toor t9wol adT .. « pen 
* eet sullen) «lM ,asm yavoy Jastoqeroo rev a yd, idguet cf oosla aiythasd 
-L 0M to looder sdT ,...... doosos, gid} Yo: [or odt po 2omign OF o10 sed. 0 | 
stoled teve nedt noitibnos yited ni ei... (anibanl e‘supinimod aa) bie 


Shae cies tnoesk a vale tow 5's. ern 5 tases eae 
++, Moetisdol A Aad . 7: seal wat § ai 9 onl 1 ta qc 









- - | r | r . ’ ti . aa ve ats: . 
r het) pie! ines ee ae , if mete 
Ary 4 eg ' Be 
j “ iy 


‘ 
mF, « 


mat 


ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA Page One Hundred Eighty-One 





OLD AND NEW CATHOLIC CHURCHES 
AT DONALDSONVILLE 


NEW CHURCH The “Chief” of May 22, 1875, announces: “A grand 

Fete Champetre will be held on the grounds of the 
Catholic church, in this town, next Seturday, Sunday and Monday, the proceeds 
to go to the fund for building the new church which is about to be commenced. 
--. We understand that the corner stone of the new church will be laid Satur- 
day or Sunday.” 





NEW CHURCH The breaking of ground for the new church took place 
recently. The “Chief” of June 5, 1875, notes: 

“The Fete Champetre or Fair in aid of the Catholic church building fund 
opened in fine style Saturday evening and continued in successful operation dur- 
ing the advertised period of three days. ... During the afternoon (Sunday) oc- 
curred, with impressive attendant ceremonies, the breaking of ground at the spot 
where the corner-stone of the new church is to be laid. A silver spade was used 
for the purpose, and this beautiful implement was afterwards displayed upon 
one of the cake stands. Rev. Father Delacroix of Baton Rouge assisted Father 
Cuppens in this ceremony and also in celebrating mass in the church. ...” 





DEPRESSION And in its issue of the 19th of June, 1875, the “Chief” 
announces: 

“We are informed that the trips of the daily passenger train to White Castle 

and other points above Donaldsonville are to be discontinued, as the amount of 


travel to and from those points does not justify the expense of running the train 
there.” 4 
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CANNONEERS The Cannoneers recently re-organized, as is told in the 
RE-ORGANIZE “Chief” of July 10, 1875, as follows: 

“We mentioned in the last issue that a meeting was 
to be held for the purpose of reorganizing the old Donaldsonville Cannoneers, 
a company that went through the war under the lead of the late lamented Ma- 
jor Victor Maurin and our fellow-citizen Capt. R. Prosper Landry, doing noble 
service in the cause they espoused. ... When the roll was prepared it was 
found to contain 65 names, nearly equally divided between old members and new 
recruits. The following officers were chosen: Captain, R. Prosper Landry; Se- 
nior First Lieutenant, J. T. Nolan; Senior Second Lieutenant, L. A. Landry; Ju- 
nior First Lieutenant, E. N. Pugh; Junior Second Lieutenant, P. Sabin Braud. 
... Capt. Landry reviewed the history of the Cannoneers from their organiza- 
tion in 1837 to dissolution in 1865, and paid fervent tribute to the memory of 
the old commander, Major Maurin, and to the lion-hearted Capt. Larry (Law- 
rence D.) Nicholls, who could not lie in the hospital, ill though he was, while 
his comrades were in battle, but must seek the trenches in his weakened condi- 
tion to do the duty of a soldier.” 


CENSUS AND In accordance with the provisions of Act 85 of 1875, a 
STATISTICS census of the inhabitants of Ascension was taken in Ju- 
ly, 1875, with the following results: 5 

White males, 2725, females 2595, total 5320; colored males 4559, females 4405, 
total 9064; Indians and Chinese, 178—Grand Total 14,562.Can read: Whites, 2501, 
coiored, 563, foreigners, 280—total 3043. Can not read—Whites, 2911, colored 
8409, foreigners, 50. Total—11,341. 

General Statistics—Whites entitled to vote, 1052, Colored entitled to vote, 
2739. Native born, 14,054, foreign born, 330. Number of schools, 22, number of 
pupils, 841. Persons over 18 who’ve had yellow fever, 204. Number of children 
born in 1874, 598. 

“But,” says the “Chief” of July 31, 1875, “this return is incomplete, as it does 
not include the Burnside, Kenner, Bringier, Stevenson, Tureaud and Palmer 
plantations, nor about 12,000 acres of what is known as “public land,” lying in 
the 7th and 8th wards, about half of which is improved land. The plantations 
named contain 29,105 acres, of which 9515 are under cultivation. ... We find 
the total number of acres of land in the parish to be 78,263, of which 32,320 are 
improved, and 45,943 unimproved. 

“According to the census of 1870, the population of Ascension was 11,577, 
classified as follows: Natives, 11,312, foreigners 265; whites, 4265, colored, 7310, 
Chinese, 2. It will be seen from a comparison of these figures with the com- 
pilation given above that the increase of population since 1870 has been 2959, 
classified thus: Natives, 2742, foreigners (including Chinese and Indians) 243, 
whites 1055, colored 1754, Chinese 176. 

“Town of Donaldsonville. The total population of Donaldsonville—which 
is included in the compilation above—is 2117, thus classified: Natives 1981, for- 
eigners 136, white males 494, females 506, total whites 1000; colored males 91%, 
females 598, total colored 1117; total male residents 1013, females 1104... 

“In 1870 the population of Donaldsonville was 1573, of which 1445 were Ms 
tives and 128 foreigners; whites 777, colored 796. The increase in five years ts 
been 544, classified thus: whites 223, colored 321, the increase of foreigners hs 
been but 8.” 
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ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA Page One Hundred Eighty-Three 
NEWSPAPERS The “Ascension Leader” is born again, as is told by the 
“Chief” of September 25, 1875, as follows: 

“Messrs. Henry Winfree and J. S. Lavigne have revived the Ascension Lead- 
er, which they are publishing daily, having issued the first number last Sunday. 
The dimensions of the sheet are not mammoth—being in fact, 11 x 16% inches 
—so the young men find no extraordinary difficulty in sending it out every eve- 
ning. Mr. Philip Winfree is editor of the paper.” 





PORT VINCENT The “Chief” of Oct. 23, 1875, notes the destruction of 
the court-house of Livingston parish, as follows: 

“The court-house of Livingston parish, located in the town of Port Vincent, 
was fired by an incendiary during the night of the 14th inst., and the building 
and contents, including valuable public records, totally destroyed.” (31 Ann. 
374.) 


SCHOOLS Interesting data on the schools of the parish is found 
in the “Chief” of Oct. 23, 1875, as follows: 
Mr. Jno. Dixon has been recommended for re-appointment as teacher 
of the heal on lower New River, in the Barman neighborhood, and he will 
open next Wednesday, ... The seventh ward school No. 2 at the Burnett settle- 
ment, will open Monday, under the joint control of Messrs. Arthur Burnett and 
Emanuel St. Helen, ...As only one school can, for the present, be opened in the 
eighth ward, it will be located at the most favorable point, the Dutch Stores, 
where a larger number of children can be reached than in any other portion of 
the ward. ... Miss Ella Brown will be appointed teacher. ... There should 
be at least six schools in the seventh and eighth wards to render proper educa- 
tiona! facilities to the children of those large subdivisions of parochial territory.” 


6 


ONLY NEWSPAPER “The Chief,” says that newspaper in its issue of Oct. 
30, 1875, “is the only paper published in Ascension pa- 
rish. Its circulation is large and constantly increasing.” 


ONLY PUBLIC The building used as a combination court-house and 
BUILDING jail is the only public edifice in the parish, and should 


not be abandoned. The Police Jury on Dec. 4, 1575, 

adopted the following resolution: 

“Whereas, the Court House and Jail of this parish are in a dilapidated con- 
dition and sadly in need of certain repairs; and 

“Whereas, it is the ONLY. public edifice of this parish, and should not be 
abandoned; ant 

And ihe: revenues of the river ferry for the year 1876 are to be used exclu- 
sively for the repair of said building. 


1. As of Jan. 9, 1875. Re: P. L. Landry, See “Chief”? of Feb. 20, 1875. 

2. Thomas W. Carter, New Orleans, native of London, Eng., was architect. 

3. The old Church referred to is said to have been constructed in 1840, and was used for 
Church services until 1896. It was demoished about 1909. 

4. On July 17, 1875, the N. O., M. & T. had become the New Orleans and Texas Railroad. 

5. “Chief” July 31, 1875. 
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Page One Hundred Eighty-Four _ THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
| 1876 


POLICE JURY The Police Jury of Ascension parish is without coal or 

| cash, as noted by the “Chief” of Feb. 5, 1876, as follows: 

“The Police Jury met in extraordinary session yesterday in the law office 

of Messrs. Duffel & Landry, there being no fire in the Court-House stove and no 
money on hand to buy coal with.” 


ICE A barge of “fine ice” will shortly arrive in Donaldson- 
ville, the “Chief” of April 22, 1876, announing: 

“A postal card and a letter from Mr. Delavallad of Plaquemine announces 
that a barge of fine ice will be landed at Donaldsonville about the 1st of May 
and stored in the ice house at this place. The business of supplying the town 
and vicinity with ice during the summer will be carried on by Widow Theve- 
neau.” 


SCHOOLS An encouraging report on school matters is given in 
the “Chief” of April 29, 1876, as follows: 

“Twelve public schools are now in operation in this parish, all with a fair 
attendance of pupils. Two others will open on Monday, one in the seventh ward 
and the other in the eighth. The largest school is that presided over by Miss 
L. C. Waters, in the M. E. Church, Donaldsonville. The daily attendance exceeds 
100 children, and the number is still increasing requiring the almost constant 
labor of the accomplished principal and two assistant teachers. The educational 
work is certainly in a favorable condition, and much good fruit is promised from 
the present term of the public schools.” 


CHURCHES The “Chief” of June 24, 1876, notes further: “The fair 
‘ _ for the benefit of the new church, which the Catholics 
of Ascension are about to commence building, opened last Saturday... 
“Right Rev. Wm. H. Elder, Bishop of Natchez, arrived in town by Saturday’s 
train and was met at the depot by the local priests and a large concourse of peo- 
1) | ate 


“At 5:30 o’clock p. m., (Sunday) the corner-stone ceremonies were begun, 
‘ being presided over by Bishop Elder and participated in by all the other priests 
in attendance, a very large crowd of spectators being present. At ten minutes 
past 6 the heavy stone was lowered to its position, there having been previously 
placed in a hollow prepared for the purpose a small copper box containing ap- 
propriate documents, several pieces of gold and silver and a copy of the last is- 
sue of the “Chief.” 


SHERIFF HILL Sheriff Aaron Hill, colored, was tried on June 3, 1876, 
OUSTED | before Parish Judge H. O. Maher, for contempt of 

court, and upon conviction, was fined $100, and sus- 
pended from office. VY. C. Cantrelle, colored, coroner, thereupon became act- 
ing-sheriff. 
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FRANCIS T. Interesting data on the Nicholls family is contained in 
NICHOLLS the “Chief” of August 5, 1876, and is as follows: 


“Gen. Francis T. Nicholls was born in the parish 
of Ascension and not in Assumption, and his father was for many years District 
Judge, and his brothers, Edward and Lawrence Nicholls, were in the Mexican 
war and distinguished themselves. Edward was during many years our District 
Clerk. He afterwards studied medicine, and after a short practice was killed 
by a fall from his horse. Lawrence succeeded Edward as clerk, was admitted 
to the bar, and after a short practice went into the late war, and was killed! 
in Virginia. The old Judge Nicholls was an out and out Democrat, but his sons, 
Welman, Edward, Laurence and the General, were strong and determined Whigs. 
The General practiced as a lawyer at first in Ascension, and then removed to 
Assumption, At the convention he received the solid vote of Ascension, and 
Assumption voted as an unit for him with the exception of a half, cast for 
Mr. Wiltz, which had been pledged before it was known that the General would 
be a candidate. The General is not an orator, but whatever he says is well 
said, and to the point. What he says he means, and what he means he carries 
out. He stands at the head of his profession, and has no specialty—no particular 
branch in which he excels, but is pre-eminent in all. He is retained in all great 
criminal trials, and no one better than him can unravel the complications of 
probate matters, and explain mercantile jurisprudence. He is firm, just and 
honorable, and has always been kind to the colored people. There is no dis- 
count on him in any manner, shape or form you may take him, and he will 
get the strongest vote ever given before to a candidate in Louisiana.” 


THE “298” Recently the Republicans attempted to hold a political 

meeting at Dutch Stores, but the “298”—a mysterious 
organization—objected. An interesting account of this trouble is given in the 
“Chief” of Oct. 14, 1876, as follows: 


“The Proposed Meeting at Dutch Stores Abandoned for Fear of Disturb- 
arce.” 


“The indications for a large assemblage of people at the Dutch Stores last 
Sunday were not disappointed, but the expectations of a pleasant and success- 
ful Republican meeting were. The speakers expected from New Orleans did 
not arrive by boat Saturday night, nor by the Sunday train, which was dis- 
appointment number one. The St. Joseph Band started for the eighth Ward 
in their large wagon about 11 o’clock in the morning, and reached the point 
designated for the mecting to take place about 2 o’clock. In consequence of 
having to await the arrival of the train, several speakers who were expected 
to address the meeting—the editor of the Chief among the number—did not 
get away from town until after 2 P. M. Just after entering New River lane they 
inet the band and a number of Republicans on horseback coming out to the river. 
Inquiring the cause of this unexpected movement, it was ascertained that cir- 
cumstances had given rise to the fear in the minds of the Republicans present, 
that the proceedings would be interrupted and a disturbance occur should an 
attempt be made to hold the meeting according to announcement. It scems that 
quite a large number of Democrats congregated at the Dutch Stores wearing 
the blue badges of the “298”, an organization existing in that section, the pur- 
Poses of which are to us unknown. Movements among those present which 
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a 
were deemed suspicious, added to the offensive conduct and threatening langu- 
age of two or three apparently more or less under the influence: of liquor, 
created uncasiness among the Republicans, and at the earnest solicitation of 
those whose judgment is generally to be relied upon, it was decided best to aban- 
don the meeting, 








“In justice to the Democratic citizens present, it should be said that they 
all unite in asserting that no intention existed to interfere with the assembly, 
and that they had simply congregated to hear the speeches. Such well known 
and responsible gentlemen as Mr. Wm. King have given us personal assurance 
of this fact, and have expressed profound regret that such misapprehensions of 
their motives should have been entertained. They admit the bad behavior of 
the intoxicated parties above referred to, but say that these men would have 
been prevented from interrupting the proceedings or raising a disturbance. 
Mr. King is a leader of the “298”, and a gentleman whose personal character 
is held in the highest respect by all who know him. His statement, concurred 
in by other of the best citizens of the seventh and eighth wards, are certainly 
entitled to great weight, and we are not prepared to gainsay them. Leading 
gentlemen of the opposition in Donaldsonville also express regret for the occur- 
ence of Sunday, avowing their belief that the Republicans became unnecessarily 
alarmed. They declare it to be the policy of their party to preserve the peace, 
to have a fair and open canvass and a free, quiet election. Republicans join them 
in their regret, and will co-operate in the policy avowed. We trust that our 
friends were deceived by appearances on Sunday; that the Democratic citizens 
assembled at Dutch Stores did not desire or intend to disturb our meeting; 
and that nothing further of this kind will occur to mar the fair reputation of 
Ascension as a parish where there is peace and comparative good feeling be- 
tween the races and political parties. . .” 


ELECTIONS Polling places and commissioners of election to serve 
at the election to be held on Nov. 7, 1876, are as follows: 
First ward, Adlard Landry school-house, Dr. Ed. Duffel, Geo. Diggs, Henry 
K. White. . 
Second ward, Smoke Bend school-house, W. J. Neams, Henry Mc Call, Jr., 
Henry Gentry. 
Third ward, Pierre Landry schoolhouse, Thos. Kennedy, John Calafel, C. 
E. Nesmith. 
: Fourth ward, Donaldsonville Court-House, Gust. Dugas, L. D. LeBlanc, Rob- 
ert Noel. 
Fourth ward, at the Market House, Henry A. Winfree, Joseph Landry, Chas. 
Obercamp, Sr. 
Fifth ward, Marchand school-house, Gabriel Ward, S. Rene Braud, Marshall 
Jewell. 
Fifth ward, Washington school-house, Aaron Hill, Ben Tureaud, Jr., J. H. 
Profitt. 
Sixth ward, Ashland place, Benj. Dyer, Dorcini Landry, Allen Stephens. 
Seventh ward, V, P. Landry’s New River, V. A. Gautreau, Robt. Allison, Chas. 
Aquestrehan. 


Seventh ward, at Solomon Barman’s New River, S. Barman, Michel Begary, 
S. E. Hanna. 
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Eighth ward, at Hercule Landry’s, Hercule andry, John Hack, C. M. Carrig. 
Eighth ward, at Alex Meyer’s, Joseph Tillot, H. T. Brown, Alex Meyers. 
Constables, who conveyed the boxes to and from the voting precincts, were 
Aug. Julien, Stephen Wright, Raphael Lewis, Nathan Ross, Gilbert Ross, Daniel 
Grant, David Outlaw, Joseph Carter, Lucien Gautreau, S. J. Hanna, Thos. Stuckey, 
W. P. Dixon. 


Deputy U. S. Marshalls, delegated to serve in Ascension during the election, 
were: W. G. Wilkinson, Henry Heyman, Aug. Knight, J. J. Sullivan, Jr., Edgard 
Fernandez, J. G. Warner, Jos. Degruise, A. P. Dominique, Dennis Butler, Randall 
Dottry, Gustave Diggs, Henry Johnson and Ely Clay. 

Results of the election held on Nov. 7, 1876, in Ascension, were: 

For governor—Packard, 2052, Nicholls, 1219. 

For Lieutenant-Govenor—C. C. Antoine, 2054; Wiltz, 1243. 

For Judge—Marks, 2364; Flaggs, 632. 

For District-Attorney—Earhart (no opposition). 

For Representative—Fred. Fobb, 2068; Gloster H. Hill, 20195) 7. eL.. Brent, 
1260; N. H. Wilson, 1087. 

For Clerk of Court—L. E. Bentley, 2044; Rodolph Braud, 1173. 

For Recorder—W. W. Buford, 2054; J. B. Hebert, 1149. 

For Parish Judge—Henry O. Maher, 2054; Fred. Duffel, 1191. 

For Sheriff—Peter A. Jones, 2070; Jackson Starks, 1090. 

For Coroner—J. J. Sullivan, Jr., 2048; Henry Johnson, 1097. 

For Police Jurors—R. C. Landry, 2074; Arthur Burnett, 2060; P. F. Alleman, 
2062; Henry Hayman, 2266; Hillery Rice, 2801; James Teller, 1151; Henry L. 
Duffel, 1196; Henry Doyal, 1194; Bacchus Walker, 1099. 

















ST. MARTIN’S “Old Bart started it,” says the “Chief” of Dec. 2, 1876, 
BLOCK BURNS in the following interesting article: 

“Destructive Fire. Burning of St. Martin’s Block on 
Mississippi Street. Thursday night, (Nov. 30, 1876), shortly after 9 o’clock, fire 
broke out in the central building of St. Martin’s block, extending on Mississippi 
Street from Railroad avenue to Crescent Place and despite the efforts of the 
fire department, aided by citizens and the crew of the steamer Assumption, who 
were sent to the scene by that public spirited gentleman, Captain Jos. Dalferes, 
the devouring flames destroyed the entire block, composed of five buildings, 
one of which was entirely of brick, the other four having brick fronts only. 
The fire originated in a room occupied by an old Spaniard, Bart Cherami, who 
kept a small fruit store in the adjoining apartment, and is supposed to have been 
caused by the burning of a long stick of wood, one end of which was left lying 
in the fire place, the other extending out on the floor beyond the brick hearth. 
Bart had gone to the coffee house on the corner, and it was during his absence 
that the flames communicated to the building. Alarm was given by watchman 
Somerville and others, and a large crowd soon gathered; which augmented 
until nearly the entire population of Donaldsonville was on the streets and a 
majority in the immediate vicinity of the fire. The fire companies were prompt- 
ly on hand, and although it was impossible to save any of the St. Martin build- 
ings, owing to the high north wind and the inflammable material of which 
the houses were constructed, yet by untiring exertions the firemen succeeded 
in preventing the flames from communicating to adjoining houses, This was 
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accomplished by pulling down Mitchell’s stable and keeping the tin shop of 
Louis Racke, in the rear of Mollere’s coffee-house, deluged with water. Under 
the unfavorable circumstances this was an achievement by no means insignifi- 
cant. The flames burned fiercely for more than an hour shedding a lurid light 
all over town. .. .The principal loser by this conflagration is Mr. Emile St. 
Martin, who owned all the buildings destroyed. Their value is variously esti- 
mated at from $4000 to $6000. ... 

“Messrs. Numa and Prudhomme Mollere, proprietors of the coffee-house at 
the corner of Railroad avenue and Mississippi street, lost a portion of the fix- 
tures of their establishment, an old billiard table and a quantity of liquor in 
barrels and kegs. A money box containing about $400 was saved, as were most 
of the bar fixtures. The loss of the Messrs. Mollere is probably from $300 to 
$500. Messrs. Mitchell & Co., of the livery stable, were fortunate in saving all 
their horses, mules, buggies, harness, feed, etc. Their loss was confined to the 
destruction of their stable shed, which was pulled down to prevent the spread 
of the flames. 

“Mr. Chas. Oberkamp, the barber, lost a few razors and dental tools, while 
old Bart is minus a few dollars worth of fruit.” 
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NICHOLLS INAUGU- .-A large number of our citizens went down for the 
RATED occasion as told by the “Chief” of Jan. 13, 1877, in 


the following: 

“An unusual number of people left here on Sunday’s train for New Orleans, 
including a detachment of the Cannoneers of Donaldson, under command of 
Capt. R. P. Landry. The attraction at the capitol was the inauguration of two 
Governors, and the dual ceremony must have been of intense and prolonged 
interest, as few of the visitors have yet returned home. Most of those who 
went from. here, and particularly the Cannoneers, were interested only in the 
installation of the Nicholls government.” 


LEMANN’S STORE Mr. Bernard Lemann is about to begin the construc- 
, tion of the largest building in Donaldsonville, as noted 
in the “Chief” of Feb. 10, 1877, as follows: 

“Mr. Bernard Lemann has purchased the two lots owned by Mr. Emile St. 
Martin, situated on Mississippi street, between Crescent Place and Railroad 
Avenue, from which the buildings were recently burned. .. .Mr.’Lemann is 
having the debris removed from the lots preparatory to putting up an extensive 
brick building. ...” (See “Chief,” June 23, 1877) 


NEWSPAPERS Another paper:has entered the journalistic field. The 
“Chief” of June 9, 1877 observes: 

“New Paper.—Last Sunday morning appeared the initial number of the 

Vigilant, a six-column paper, half French and half English, somewhat smaller 

than the old Ascension Leader, established under the management of Mr. Felix 
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Reynaud. The mechanical department is directed by Mr. A. J. Reynolds, . . 
Mr. Reynaud is ne green hand in the editorial chair, having had considerable 
experience as editor of the Ascension Drapeau, published here some years 


” 


ago, one 


SCHOOLS A new corps of school teachers have been appointed 
as set forth in the “Chief” of June 16, 1877, as follows: 
“School matters.—At its session of last week the Board of School Directors 
appointed the following teachers, ... :1st. Dist-——James Rey; 2nd. Dist.—Oscar 
Landry; 3rd. Dist—J. E. LeBlanc and Palmerston Landry; 4th. Dist.—Mrs. 
Octave Terrio, Miss Missouri Johnson and James H. Proffit; 5th. Dist—A. T. 
Grigsby; 6th. Dist—J. A. Kernan; 7th. Dist—V. T. Landry and H. G. Jones; 
8th. Dist—Miss M. E. Christian and R. W. Allison... .” 


LEMANN’S STORE Mr. Bernard Lemann is shortly to begin work on the 
large store he is to erect, as told in the “Chief” of June 
23, 1877, in the following news-item: 
“Mr. Bernard Lemann is having large quantities of brick hauled to his 
vacant lots on Mississippi street, and we presume work will soon be begun 
upon the large store which Mr. Lemann proposes to have built.” 


JULY 4TH Governor Nicholls attended the 4th of July celebration 
at Donaldsonville as is noted in the “Chief” of July 

y Pea e he 

“ . At six o’clock (July 4, 1877) the military organization marched to the 
public square, or Place de la Louisiane, where they were reviewed by Gov. 
Nicholls and staff, in the presence of an immense concourse of spectators. After 
the review the troops marched through the main streets, moving in the follow- 
ing order: ... 

“Cannoneers of Donaldson, 

“Capt. R. Prosper Landry, First Lieut. J. T. Nolan, First Junior Lieut. E. 
N. Pugh, Second Lieut. L. A. Landry, Second Junior Lieut. P. Sabin Braud. 

“Rank and file, 55 men... .” 


NEWSPAPERS The “Chief” of July 7, 1877, says: 

“The press and material of the Port Vincent Triune 
office have been brought to Donaldsonville, and in a week or two a new paper, 
to be called the Tribune Democrat, will make its advent here, under the proprie- 
torship of Messrs. Gould & Winfree—that is Major Harry Gould, formerly of 
the Triune, and Henry A. Winfree, Esq., recently connected with the Chief 
office. It is understood that the politics of the journal will be Democratic, 
simon pure, straight out and clear through; and that it was established here 
under the patronage of a number of leading Democrats who feel the necessity 
of an organ with which to refute the slanders of the Chief and head off the 
wicked machinations of the Radicals. In this work the Triune-Democrat will 
have our conscientious co-operation. Trusting that the old saw, “competition 
is the life of trade,” will be realized by the rapidly multiplying newspaper 
press of this flourishing metropolis, we extend the originative fist of fellow- 
ship to the Triune-Democrat and its chief engineers.” (The “Chief and “Vigi- 
lant” were both here at this time.) 
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH The old Johnson Institute building is being demolished, 

as is noted in the “Chief” of July 28, 1877, as follows: 

“The work of tearing down the dilapidated old building known as the 

Johnson Institute is under way, and upon its site is to be built the parsonage 
of the Episcopal Church of this place.” 





BALL GAME ON A glimpse into a ball game on New River is given in 
NEW RIVER the following from the “Chief” of September 1, 1877: 


“A match game of baseball took place at Mr. J. A. 
Gonzales’, in New River, Sunday afternoon, between the nines of Captains 
Gautreau and Thomassy, resulting in favor of the latter by a majority of nine- 
teen runs.” 


THE VIGILANT Who can operate a newspaper without press or type! 
The “Chief” of Sept. 1, 1877, observes: 

“The Vigilant has been overtaken by dire misfortune while yet in its 
swaddling clothes, and its young life has been darkened by a heavy cloud, 
The owner of the press and material with which the journal was printed de- 
manded his property cr payment of a certain price therefor, and the editor 
being unable or unwilling to accede to the terms, relinquished the press and 
wpe. ca 


NEW RIVER Settlers on public lands in the New River settlements 
SETTLERS are struggling to get titles to their lands, as noted in 


the “Chief” of Sept. 22, 1877, as follows: 

“To-day the citizens of the seventh ward will hold a meeting at Mr. V. P. 
Landry’s, on New River, to devise means for arriving at an early settlement of 
their claims to lands included in the Houmas grant, familiarly designated as 
public lands, but claimed by Messrs. Burnside, Kenner and others. On Sunday 
a meeting of citizens of the eighth ward, for a similar purpose, will take place 
of Mr. C. Z. Blouin’s store.” 


LEMANN’S Lemann’s store is now the biggest of them all. The 
“Chief” of Oct. 6, 1877, says: 
“Lemann’s new building has reached an altitude greater than that of any 
other in town, and the workmen are constructing the roof.” 


STATISTICS Doctors, lawyers, merchants, chiefs! The “Chief” of 
Nov. 3, 1877, says: 

“. . .A communication was received (by the Police Jury) from Mr. Felix 
Braud, assessor, informing the jury that the total assessment of taxable property 
for the current year is $1,453,758; that there are 84 merchants within the limits 
of SNe parish including stores and coffee-houses in Donaldsonville—3 druggists, 
13 physicians, 2 dentists and 8 attorneys-at-law.” 


TRIUNE-DEMOCRAT For twenty-one weeks the Triune-Democrat has waged 
SUSPENDS a battle for existence, only to be overtaken by tne 

winds of adversity. The “Chief” of Dec. 8, 1877 mourn- 
fuliy announces: 
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“The Triune-Democrat has suspended after an unprofitable existence’ of 
twenty-one weeks; its aged editor has left the scene of his disappointed ven- 
ture, and the young publisher seeks employment which will afford some ade- 
quate remuneration for his labor. The conductors of the paper have discovered 
what we could have told them long ago, and what the publisher of the late 
Vigilant will doubtless concur in: that the locality does not afford sufficient 
patronage for the support of two newspapers, .. .” 


1878 


TELEGRAPH LINES The advent of the New Year brings reasonable pros- 
pects of obtaining a telegraph line. The “Chief” of 
January 26, 1878, comments as follows: 

“Are we to be connected with New Orleans and the rest of the world by 
telegraph in spite of ourselves? Mr. J. W. Davis. . lately assured the editor 
of the New Iberia Sugar Bowl that it is now his intention to commence at 
New Orleans and build a line up the Mississippi river to Donaldsonville, and 
thence westward tc connect with the line there (New Iberia)...” 


SCHOOL REPAIRS The board of School Directors, on February 23, 1878, 
adopted the following resolution: 

“That an appropriation not to exceed $10.00 be and the same is hereby 
made out of any funds in the treasury of each school district for the purpose 
of repairing school houses and having benches made; the repairs to be made 
under the direct supervision of the member of each ward and all to be approved 
by them.” 


LOTS FOR SALE Ben. Gibson is now offering for sale lots in his new 
village of Darrow, as is noted in the “Chief” of March 
2, 1878, as follows: 

“Mr. Ben. Gibson offers for sale at very low prices 164 town lots situated 
in the proposed village of Darrowville, and a dozen larger lots in the rear of 
the others, containing nearly seventeen acres each. The site of Darrowville 
is eligibly located on the left bank of the Mississippi river, opposite the upper 
portion of Donaldsonville. It is neatly laid off in lots of uniform size, as per plan 
drawn by parish surveyor Bloomfield which is on file in the Recorder’s office 
for public inspection. The direct road to New River which, it is hoped, will 
be constructed before many months, will form the lower boundary, and the 
steam ferry landing is near the centre of the river front. There can be no doubt 
that Darrowville is destined to become a flourishing litthe town—a valuable 
auxiliary to Donaldsonville,—and an investment in its lots is quite certain to 
prove remunerative in the near future... .” 


PANTHERS Panthers still roam the New River section. The “Chief” 
of March 29, 1878 notes: 
“Panther Killed.—We learn from J. M. Lusk, Esq., that Messrs’ Lerons Guedry 
and Abe Wright, living on New River in this parish, killed a panther near 
Bayou Cannes, ...on the 11th inst... .” 
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POLLS ESTABLISHED Polling places in Ascension were established by the 
Police Jury on April 4, 1878, as follows: 


First ward—No. 1, Henry Duffel’s store; No. 2, Ware-house, McCall Brothers: 
No. 3, J. Oubre’s Store. Second ward—No. 1, Armand Richard’s store, head of 
Brusle Sacremento lane; Third ward—At Court House. Fourth ward—No. 1, 
L. A. Colomb store; No. 2, J. C. Cofield’s store. Fifth ward—No. 1, at ferry 
house. No. 2, in front of Burnside Clark plantation or at store; No. 3, Tureaud’s 
Houmas warehouse. Sixth ward—No. 1, at the mouth of New River lane. No. 2, 
at Ashland warehouse. Seventh ward—No. 1, Paul Landry’s store on New River; 
No. 2, at school house near Solomon Barman. Eig 
Landry’s store near Allemand’s prairie; No. 2, at the abandoned store near the 
house of Alex Meyers. 





COURT-HOUSE AND _ Horse-racks! The “Chief” of April 19, 1878 notes: 
JAIL “The jail house has been repaired. .., and horse-racks 
are being placed in front of the Court-House. .. .” 


NATURAL ICE A season’s supply of natural ice has been received 
from the arctic regions, as is noted in the “Chief” 
of April 20, 1878: 


“The arrival of a barge of ice from the northern lakes and its transmission 
in carts to the spacious ice house opposite the market, causes considerable 
bustle in the upper portion of town. Mr. Victor Goua is storing nearly 200 tons 


33 


of this natural ice for the season’s trade,... 


os 





SCHOOLS _ Applicants for the position of teacher in the schools 
of Ascension are subjected to a rigid examination. The 
“Chief” of April 27, 1878 remarks: 


“A number of the public schools of this parish have been opened, but a 
majority are still closed for want of competent teachers. Most of the applicants 
for these positions who failed at the first examination were given a second 
trial on the 15th inst., but out of a dozen or more candidates only one obtained 
a percentage entitling him to a teacher’s certificate...” 


The inspector of schools will receive a “fancy” salary, as is noted in the 
“Chief” of April 27, 1878: 


“No one has applied for the position of School Inspector, ... It may be 

. due to the intimation, ... that only a nominal salary would be paid. This 

was to a certain extent erroneous, as the Board contemplated an allowance of 
$50. per month to the officer, ...” 
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New River Lane 


NEW RIVER ROAD Settlers who do not use New River lane should not 
be required to perform road duty; therefore, the Police 
Jury on May 22, 1878, adopted the following resolution: 

“Whereas, the settlers on New River and in that portion of the 7th ward 
of the parish of Ascension commencing at the lower limits of James Jones’ 
plantation and extending as far down as the lower end of said ward including 
the following named back settlements, to-wit: Duck Roost, Bayou Conway, 
Seals’ Point, Laurel Ridge and Stringer Settlement, do not use altogether the 
Amite river road, starting at Leon Dugas on New River and at James Hanna’s 
also on New River and connecting at the Stringer place, from where it runs 
directly to Black Bayou landing on Amite river, ..., and it would be unjust 
to force road duty upon citizens not benefitted by roads to be worked by 
them. .. ,” and exempting citizens of this section from all work, except on the 
said Amite river road.” 





BACK TO AMITE Harry Gould goes back to the banks of the beautiful 
Amite, as noted in the following article in the “Chief” 


of May 25, 1878: 


“Our estimable friend, Harry Gould, has wandered back to the classic shades 
of Port Vincent, on the banks of the beautiful Amite, and has again taken up 
the all-powerful faber to vindicate the virtues and defend the rights of the 
people of the Free State. A handsome six-column paper, called the Livingston- 
ian, comes to us with Harry’s name at the masthead as editor, and may it remain 
there until the paper becomes a daily, and its boss writer is rolling in wealth.” 





NEW CHURCH In July, 1878, Father Francis Xavier Cueppens, pastor 

of Ascension Catholic Church, appeared before the 
town council in connection with matters of taxation, and announced that “he 
is now and has been for the past two years building a new church which will 
be an ornament to the town.” 
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Page One Hundred Ninety-Four , THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
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FOUR LIVES FOR A gruesome hanging took place in Donaldsonville on 
ONE August 14, 1878. More than four thousand people wit- 


nessed the ghastly spectacle. An account of the hang- 
ing is found in the “Chief” of August 17, 1878, as follows: 

“Four Lives For One. Hanging of the murderers of Narcisse Arrieux. Last 
words of Wilson Childress, Aaron Carter, Fountain Banks and Octave Lauve. 
All die protesting their innocence. 

“On Wednesday last, the 14th inst., the sheriff of this parish (then Peter 
A. Jones, colored) executed the sentence of death passed upon Wilson Childress, 
Aaron Carter, Fountain Banks and Octave Lauve, the convicted murderers of 
Narcisse Arrieux. The dread spectacle of the hanging was witnessed by at 
least 4000 people, who flocked to town from all directions in a stream that 
flowed continually from an early hour of the morning until the time fixed 
for the execution. ... A space some hundred feet square had been marked 
off in front of the Court House and jail yard, which was encircled by a rope 
..., and only the Sheriff’s posse and a privileged few were allowed to go 
inside the enclosure. The Cannoneers of Donaldson were drawn up in a semi- 
circle directly in front of the gallows, with fixed bayonets; several guards 
paced back and forth. . to prevent the entrance of the crowd, and forty or 
fifty Sheriff’s special deputies armed with Winchester rifles and other weapons, 
were stationed in and about the Court House. 

“At 10:20 the jail gate was thrown open and Sheriff Jones emerged, fol- 
lowed by Wilson Childress and Aaron Carter, who were accompanied by Rev. 
John Ashby and Pierre Landry. ...Then came Banks and Lauve, with Father 
Cuppens. . .Banks and Father Cuppens ascended the steps arm in arm. ...” 


1879 


CONSTITUTIONAL An election for delegates to the Constitutional Con- 
CONVENTION vention shortly to be held in New Orleans, was held 

on March 18, 1879. The Convention met on April 21, 
1879, with Felix P. Poche of St. James representing the 8th senatorial district, 
composed of Ascension and St. James; Pierre Landry, colored, represented 
Ascension. Landry was defeated for the presidency of the Convention by Lieut.- 
. Gov. Louis A. Wiltz. The Constitution was adopted in convention on July 23, 
1879, and was ratified at the polls on December 8, 1879. Under this Constitu- 
tion, Ascension is given one representative, and, with St. James, one senator. 
It places Ascension in the 22nd judicial district. 


MAILS Mail is now (September, 1879) received once daily 

from New Orleans via the New Orleans and Texas 
Railroad, while mail for points between Donaldsonville and Bayou Sara is 
being transported four times each week by the steamers St. John and Ed. J. 
Gay. Napoleonville mail is handled by stage. 


SCHOOLS The “Chief” of September 13, 1879 gives us the fol- 
lowing picture of the school at Dutch Stores: . 
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ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA _ Page One Hundred Ninety-Five 

PNET fl I Ocdgrhs Kernan, teacher of the white public school located in the 
eighth ward, near Dutch Stores, furnishes the Chief with the following statis- 
tical report of the condition of his school. Number of pupils, 38; . . .Average 
daily attendance, 25. ... Seven of the pupils are over sixteen years of AGEs 








RAILROADS Hope ever lingers in the human breast, as is evidenced 
by the following from the “Chief” of October 4, 1879: 
*. - -To-day we receive the intelligence that the sale (of the New Orleans 
and Texas railroad) has been finally effected. . . .The apprehension that the 
operation of our road will be suspended has revived, but we sincerely trust 
that it may prove groundless, and that, on the other hand, the new owners 
will soon push the line forward to Vermillionville. . .and thence to Shreveport 
or Texas.” 1 


PAROCHIAL The parochial officials who govern Ascension at this 
OFFICIALS time (November, 1879) are as follows: 


Representative, Joseph L. Brent; Parish judge, John A. 
Cheevers; Parish attorney, John H. Ilsley, Jr.; Clerk of Court, L. E. Bentley; 
Recorder, W. W. Buford; Secretary and Treasurer, Francois Vicknair; Assessor, 
Felix Braud; Tax collector, R. Prosper Landry; Sheriff, Peter A. Jones, colored; 
Chief Deputy Sheriff, David Isreal; Jailor, Louis Lefort, colored; Coroner, J. 
J. Sullivan, Jr.,colored; Jail Physician, Dr. W. M. McGalliard; Official Journal, 
Donaldsonville Chief. 

The Police Jury is composed of R. T. Hanson, pres., 1st ward, Gen. Allen 
Thomas; 2nd ward, Raphael Lewis; 3rd ward, Joseph Fevrier; 4th ward, R. T. 
Hanson; 5th ward, Isreal Mitchell; 6th ward, Augustine Knight; 7th ward, Henry 
R. Doyal; 8th ward, Saintville Parent. 


LE BLANC’S An account of the destruction by fire of the cotton 
GIN BURNS gin of Dumini Le Blanc, is contained in the “Chief” 


H of November 22, 1879, and is as follows: 

“Cotton Gin Burned—On Wednesday of last week, the ginhouse on the 
Dumini Le Blanc place, at Dutch Stores, in the eighth ward of this parish, 
caught fire and was completely destroyed, together with twelve bales of cotton 
in the building and one hundred and fifty loads of peavine hay stacked in the 
field a short distance away. .. .The loss. . .$2000.00, ...” 


ELECTION An election for parish officials was held on December 
2, 1879, with the following results: 2 

Representative: Pierre Landry, colored, 1178; J. J. Sullivan, colored, 967. 
Landry’s majority, 211. 

Sheriff: Peter A. Jones, colored, 1157; Louis Lefort, colored, 1018. Jones’ 
majority, 139, 

Clerk of Court: L. E. Bentley, 1253; Gloster H. Hill, colored, 948. Bentley’s 
majority, 305. 

Coroner: J. V. Vandergriff, 1564; W. McGalliard, 542; J. E. Duffel, 115. Van- 
dergriff’s majority, 907. 

Louis A. Wiltz elected governor. 


1. Vermillionville is now Lafayette. 
2. “Chief” of Dec, 6, 1879. 











sacle aia dal |}, ee 
5 : iw? zk 


iS Ve, a haa hee i ah alae Mvpinss a tales Veaia icy 
y ; " Ke | me WPL GRL by foie ti’ Sys a 
hs wi ‘ o raga : iq ofl | ont! pel wees ; ; nad ni ’ 
fanned mapmetcntint ns) 2 eter : biepincsy 
ae ypc = a we Brn 
a +4 548 phen b- 


_osnshies ot sa 
aocsls0 wal oat Yo} sles ots adh. sonepiloha oh @ rise 









ich a 






“nt 
HI & r9doteO to bai anced! picwnaborn sd 


oft tnd? moiansdoraqe PT, . . .boloatte ‘yllenit 

fruit yieveouls sw fod’ eevten anel Mooney oe 
stonwo wea sft \bnpil deeto oft no todd bas | 
hoqersii2 of oowed! ban, « Siliv eoiffiorweV) of brawl nil 


eit} ta nolensoeA arevoR odw nisinitio Aakds Isidsoma ott ver 

zawoliet en om (0°38! ,rdemsvoV) emit -. ‘i ; 
A adol subui dainoD paar .1 dgorol sviietaseargefl ii yd). oan 
patina 2 «I dwed to desl) {11 .volell .H adol. .ysavolte deed seter98dd 
szanmanh, jepdolY sigonesl serves baa yicteres® pbvoleG .W .W aebreeel: -~ 
sbatofos esaot A wisT Misotl2 :crbaed 1sqe07T..A notaviloo eT ybuetth sltel 
A yeno10 sboselos Jrotod civo.l .tofial iisoiz? bived Vilned2 yinqed eid 
deaweal, fnioiltO sivvetfieel OW nd naiobredT Hist Pane dtevilig2 A 

. JeiddD oflivaosblanpd 

nollA nap bia fet .8oaqg orcsl .T AI Yo bereqeros el ywh, silo) aft 
T A boew ith roles algosol brew bit jeiveal Ye binw bas casmortT 
eutstl biew Ail idyind eniizegns inew 010 ;liodotit isotel Jrrew Jd prozac 





Jno ollivinie® rew dé jleyod 
notion silt Yo sti} yd metiousieol od Yo fnwonoe mA VAI Al 
“IsidD” oft ni bonisings 4 onalf oJ inimwd to nlp Tiss, yee 

tevrotlo? ag wi bon vai £S 1z9dinevaVl lo ae 


of? n0 sauoinig off dosw iecl lo yebeonboW oQ—~bon 

Arineg 2id} lo brew dispis oui oi .291012 dowd to oniq one 

Aailoo lo ecled sviow! diw. tdisgoi ,boyortesh visloiqaes yas! 

odd of hedosia yad ontvasg Yo zhool ¥J20 bus horbasd, ign 
(7 00.00052. . .2aol edT...... Agar enopeely 













rediisecG no | bled ecw #isinitto rzirag wi aoltnals ke. in The 18 
© :eSlyeat aniwollol od} ditw. evar £ 


TR boris .oeviling 1 .t sBTLt .bs10loo xthaed ri t oft 
r 
‘eouol 2101 .barolo> noted wine. :TEtl .bevolod, aon A ‘oe Mi 







eyalinel 8 jbarolos iH JH teold :s2st ceationd 
eV £20 Jovind at; i anol hha Ling 


is 
apuen GFN) FA’ te ag 


wernyt. pathy fe ‘jinn wks le winnie atmo 


ae | : f TP s 
} ‘ of : 


Page One Hundred Ninety-Six THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
1880 


TRANSPORTATION In its issue of January 3, 1880, the “Chief” notes: “Ex- 

press Agency—The Southern Express Company, 
has placed a messenger upon the New Orleans and Donaldsonville railroad . 
This will enable the people of this section to transmit and receive valuable note 
ages and goods of all kinds to and from all the important points in the coun- 
try. “i 











gerne, 


TELEGRAPH LINE A telegraph line is now in order, as is noted by the 

“Chief” of January 3, 1880, in the following: “It being 
now reasonably certain that the road will not only be kept in operation to this 
point, but eventually extended at least as far as Baton Rouge, and a daily mail 
and express agency being two of its features, the next thing in the natural order 
of progression is a telegraph line. is 








MAILS Recent improvement in the mail service is noted in the 
“Chief” of January 31, 1880, as follows: 

“Improved Mail Prospect.—The Florence Weathersbee ... returned from 
New Orleans last Sunday morning and relieved the Donaldsonville post-office of 
the accumulation of mail matter intended for delivery at the offices on the Red 
River Landing route. ... One of these boats will run between Donaldsonville 
and Baton Rouge. ... If this arrangement goes into effect, the boat at this end 
of the line will leave here between 12 and 1 o’clock, immediately after the ar- 
rival of the trains from New Orleans, reaching Baton Rouge the same evening. 
Returning, she will leave Baton Rouge at an early hour next morning and arrive 
here in time to connect with the train. ...’’ A demand for further improve- 
ment in the mail service is contained in a correspondent’s letter published in the 
“Chief” of February 14, 1880, in part, as follows: “The daily mail route between 
Donaldsonville and the mouth of Red River appears just now to be the chief 
topic of the day. Anywhere and everywhere, in the streets of cities, of towns, 
of villages, along the country public road and in the columns of almost every 
journal directly or indirectly interested, we hear and find comment on this pro- 
ject ... Its (the Post-Office Department) aim is to have a daily instead of a 
semi-weekly or tri-weekly delivery at each and every postoffice along the Mis- 
sissippi river between New Orleans and Red River Landing, ... Everybody has 
had enough of mail delivery by the Bayou Sara semi-weekly packets, Edw. J. 
Gay and John W. Cannon. ...” 1 

Complaint is made of the incomplete and imperfect mail service between 
Bayou Manchae and Dutch Stores. Note the “Chief” of April 3, 1880, as follows: 
“Defective Mail Service—Some time ago the people of the Manchac and Hope 
Villa neighborhoods petitioned the government to establish a mail route from 
Hope Villa, on the Bayou Manchac, to Lane Post Office, on the Mississippi, via 
Dutch Stores. The petition was granted and a carrier employed, but by soine 
oversight the route was curtailed so as to extend only from Hope Villa to Dutch 
Stores, an intermediate point between the desired termini. In this shape the 
main object of the new route is defeated. It was the desire of the petitioners to 
secure regular and speedy postal communication between Hope Villa and the 
river, and... we call upon Congressmen Ackler and Robertson to secure .- - 
the extension of the route to Lane Post-Office.” 2 
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ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA _ Page One Hundred Ninety-Seven 
i ns ty 
POLICE JURY Governor Louis A. Wiltz has appointed a new Police 

Jury for Ascension, the “Chief” of April 10, 1880, not- 
ing: “New Police Jury.—Gov. Wiltz this week appointed the following Police 
Jurors for Ascension parish and the selections have already been confirmed by 
the Senate: First ward, Dr. Edward Duffel; Second ward—Mathias Rodrigue; 
Third ward—Pierre Klopman; Fourth ward—R. T. Hanson, Sr.; Fifth ward— 
Henry C. Braud; Sixth ward—Ben. Gibson; Seventh ward—Solomon Barman; 
Eighth ward—C,. Z. Blouin... ” 


PROGRESS ON The new Catholic church is slowly but steadily pro- 
CHURCH NOTED gressing., The “Chief” of May 1, 1880, notes: “Grand 


Fair.—On Saturday and Sunday next, the 8th and “ih of 
May, a grand fair will be given on the spacious and convenient grounds of the 
Catholic Church in this town, the proceeds of which will be applied towards 
aiding the construction of the beautiful new church which is being slowly 
erected alongside the old edifice. ...” 


SCHOOL BOARD The “Chief” of May 15, 1880, observes: “New School 

Board.—At a session of the State Board of Education 
held in New Orleans on Wednesday, the following gentlemen were appointed to 
constitute a new Board of School Directors for Ascension parish: Dr. A. C. Love, 
Dr. J. B. Vandergriff, E. N. Pugh, Henry McCall, J. Aristide Landry, Sebastian 
Gomer (7 .alOuine teak 


POST BOY AMEDEE  Post-boy Amedee Bourque injured! In its issue of 
BOURQUE June 19, 1880, the “Chief” says: “On the 11th inst., Am- 

edee Bourque, the young man who carries the mail be- 
tween Donaldsonville and Turead post-office met with a painful accident. While 
riding on his mule on the way to Donaldsonville with the mail, young Bourque 
was overtaken by a baker in a cart, and the two parties concluded to exchange 
places for a short time. Accordingly the mail rider turned his mule over to the 
baker and climbed into the cart. He had scarcely done so, however, when the 
mule attached to the cart, for some unaccountable reason, started off at a rapid 
pace. The postboy tried in vain to check the animal’s speed, and becoming 
alarmed at the futility of his efforts, he jumped out of the cart, falling in a way 
'o break one of his legs between the ankle and the knee.” 


BURNSIDE ROAD On July 27, 1880, Police Juror Ben. Gibson reports on 

behalf of the New River road committee, that Mr. 
Burnside consented to grant a right-of-way on his land, provided the road passes 
#t a certain place to be designated. A committee, composed of Henry C. Braud, 
Ben. Gibson and Solomon Barman, was appointed to employ a surveyor to 
“stuke off” this road. 


GIBSON SLAYS Robinson ie Green, late a member of the town council 
GREEN was recently slain in an encounter with Ben Gibson, 3 


and on July 29, 1880, the council adopted resolutions in 


_. *emory of Green, “who laid down his life as a sacrifice upon the altar of reli- 


6'OUS persecution.” 
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Page One Hundred Ninety-Eight THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
MAIL ‘ A daily mail between Donaldsonville and Baton Rouge 
is a necessity, and the “Chief” of November 27, 1880, ex- 








————— 





a 


presses hopefully: 

“ |. . There is some talk of re-establishing the daily mail line between Don- 
aldsonville and Baton Rouge and if this can be accomplished upon a permanent 
and reliable basis, it will prove a popular innovation.” 


WESTERN UNION. Bernard Lemann is taking an active part in endeavor- 

ing to raise the money required to help the Western 
Usiod build the telegraph line to Donaldsonville. The “Chief” of December 18, 
1880, noting that about $1100 of the $4500 had been subscribed by Messrs. Le- 
mann, Hanson, McCall Bros., M. Isreal & Co., and perhaps others, expresses the 
hope that Messrs. John Burnside, Duncan F. Kenner, Leon Godchaux. E. C. Pal- 
mer, H. S. Buckner, and R. H. Yale would respond. 


SUGAR A resume of the sugar season of 1880 is contained in the 
“Chief” of December 25, 1880: 

“The Sugar Crop. Report of the yield on a number of Ascension plantations. 

“Mr. Adlard Landry finished grinding week before last, making 195 Hogs- 
heads. 

“Mr. R. O. Landry finished a few days later, realizing 83 hhds. from 54 acres. 
His crop last year was 41 hhds. | 

“Mrs. Jas. Dodds has realized 68 bhds. 

“Mr. Henry Cook wound up ten days ago, with 38 hhds, from 21 acres. 

“On Lemann’s Rodrigue plantation, two weeks since, about 150 bhhds. had 
been made, with 48 acres to be ground. The manager, Austin Duncan, Esq., es- 
timated the crop at 340 hhds.; as a Lemann hogshead is said to mean 1400 pounds 
of sugar, the yield will foot up something like 486,000 pounds, made from 237 
acres. 


“One of the best crops in the parish will be that of Lemann & Lum’s Palo 
Alto place. A fortnight since, therewere 400,000 pounds of sugar made and 280 
acres of cane still to grind. Palo Alto will rival St. Emma this year, and Mr. H. 
C. Wilson, the very competent manager of the former place, entertains hopes of 
distancing his formidable neighbor. 

“A magnificent crop is promised on the Houmas and Bruly plantations of 
Ben. Tureau & Co. At the beginning of the present week 600,000 pounds of 
“sugar had been manufactured, and 330 acres of cane remained to be ground. 
Mr. Tureaud expects to be grinding until the 15th of February. 

“As we stated last week, Mr. Ben Gibson expected to finish grinding on Sun- 
day, with about 322,000 pounds of sugar from 160 acres of cane as the encouras- 
ing result of the year’s labor. 

“We have the following figures from the Burnside places in the fifth ward. 
Orange Grove, 475 hhds., 250 acres to grind. Conway, 360 hhds., 120 acres lo 
grind. Clark, 500 hhds., 240 acres to grind. Donaldson, 375 hhds., 115 acres [9 
grind. Riverton, 375 hhds., 85 acres to grind. Total, 2085 hhds., 810 acres to 
Sritieie ys . 


1. The Yazoo & Mississippi Valley was not built until several years later. 
2. Now Geismar. 
3. Gibson established the village of Darrow. 
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ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA Page One Hundred Ninety-Nine 


AS nan Naan a 
1881 


PERFECT APATHY The situation, with relation to the proposed telegraph 

line, seems very discouraging. The “Chief” of January 
8, 1881, woefully observes: “A few enterprising citizens have shown some in- 
terest in the talked of improvement, but many others who would presumably be 
benefitted by its establishment, have displayed perfect apathy with relation to 
the matter. 7.037 | . . 


PASSENGERS Daily mail, via the Morning Star, between Donaldson- 
AND MAIL ville and Baton Rouge, seems to be a_ success. The 


“Chief” of January 8, 1881, notes: “The rapid little 
mail steamer, Morning Star, appears to be ‘a success.’ She has made regular 
daily trips from Baton Rouge to Donaldsonville and return, since last Saturday, 
(excepting Monday, upon which day she lays up at Baton Rouge), maintaining 
reliable connection with the mail and passenger train from New Orleans at this 
place. She is admirably adapted to the service, has two finely furnished cabins 
—one for ladies and one for gentlemen—is as swift as a deer. The little Star 
is becoming quite popular and has already carried a goodly number of passen- 
gers over her route of travel.” 


SNOW January 24, 1881, brought six inches of snow to our 

people. An account of this is contained in the “Chief” 
of February 5, 1881, as follows: “Six inches of snow on the ground and house 
tops was the beautiful and rare sight which greeted the residents of this section 
on the morning of the 24th of January. The oldest inhabitant can scarcely re- 
call such a visitation in this latitude.” 


RAILROADS Interesting news concerning contemplated improve- 
ments in railroad facilities is contained in the follow- 
ing which appeared in the “Chief” of February 19, 1881: 


“... The old (railroad) bridge which spans Bayou Lafourche at this place 
is being demolished, and will be speedily replaced by a new and _ substantial 
Structure. A force of men are clearing and repairing the track of the ten-mile 
Stretch of road above Donaldsonville. 


“The rickety old depot at the foot of Railroad Avenue is to be torn down 
and a new building erected, probably at the foot of St. Patrick street, 

“With the certain prospect of these improvements and of six or eight trains 
Passing our town daily ..., he must be a lugubrious individual indeed who de- 


clines to put his faith in the hopes of a bright and prosperous future for Don- 
aldsonville.” : 


TRAFFIC BRIDGE On March 9, 1881, the Donaldsonville Bridge Co. was or- 

ganized for the purpose of constructing a bridge for 
Vehicular traffic across Bayou Lafourche, the directors of the corporation be- 
ing: John T. Nolan, Robt. Nicholls Sims, Dr, William M. McGalliard, A. C. Love, 
Myer Lemann, Henry Droege, Linden E. Bentley and Jos. J. Leche. 
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Page Two Hundred | THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
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J. ARISTIDE On Wednesday, March 9, 1881, occurred the death of 

LANDRY DIES J. Aristide Landry, who served this district in Congress 
. in 1852, 1 


The “Chief” of March 12, 1881, notes: ‘Death of Hon. J. Aristide Landry, 


Last Wednesday evening, ... Hon. J. Aristide Landry an old citizen of this pa- 
rish, died at his residence, a short distance below Donaldsonville, at the age of 
63 years, 7 months and 28 days. ... He was a member of the State Legislature 
as early as 1840, and was elected to Congress from the Third Congressional Dis- 


trict in 1852 and served as President of the Police Jury of this parish in 1861...” | 


FIRES On Saturday, April 2, 1881, at 11 p. m., Schonberg’s sta- | 


ble, corner of Railroad avenue and Iberville street, was 
destroyed by fire. The “Chief” of April 9, 1881, concerning this conflagration, 
says: “Destructive Fire. Burning of Schonberg’s stable and four adjacent 
buildings.—Loss about $7950.; Insurance $200. Last Saturday night, shortly be- 
fore 11 o’clock, fire broke out at Schonberg’s two-story stable, corner of Rail- 
road avenue and Iberville streets, ... The inflammable nature of the stable and 
its contents, the almost intolerable heat thrown out by the fire, and the delay 
in obtaining buckets and men to handle them, rendered it impossible to arrest 
the progress of the flames until the stable, the mule shed alongside, Schultz’s 
blacksmith shop, Ohlmeyer’s saddlery shop, Eris’s residence and oyster saloon 
combined, and Helen Lafargue’s small residence had been burned to the ground 


” 
see 


RAILROAD The railroad bridge spanning Bayou Lafourche is about 
BRIDGE to be completed, and work on the railroad will now be 


pushed vigorously, as told in the “Chief” of April 23, 
1881: “Unless some unforeseen delay occurs, the new railroad drawbridge 
spanning Bayou Lafourche at this town will be completed and ready for use by 
Friday or Saturday next. ‘Construction trains will be started to work at once 
thereafter and the railroad pushed rapidly on from White Castle, its present ter- 
MINUS as 


NEW HOPE John Burnside, sugar prince, has recently purchased 
New Hope plantation, as told by the following item 
from the “Chief” of April 23, 1881: 
“The New Hope plantation, formerly the property of Gen. Allen Thomas, 
has been purchased by Mr. John Burnside from the Citizens Bank of Louisiana 
for $30,000 cash. ...” 


NEW RIVER Father Mesnil is doing his utmost to improve the Cath- 
CHURCH FAIR olic church in the New River section. 2. The “Chief” 


of April 30, 1881, announces one of his fairs: “Fair © 
New River.—A fair for the benefit of the New River Catholic Church will be 
given at the grounds of that sanctuary on Saturday and Sunday the i4th and 
15th of May under the supervision of Father Mesnil. ... ” 


NEW RIVER ROAD Settlers on New River, and between that stream and 
the Amite, are becoming more numerous. They demand 
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ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA Page Two Hundred One 
————— ne eT S880 eee Cn a 
additional roads. Accordingly, the Police Jury on April 26, 1881, appointed a 
committee composed of J. Butler Gonzales, Alfred D. Carpenter and Anderson 
“Tobe” McCrory “to lay out a public road connecting Galvez road with New 
River and Port Vincent roads.” 














TELEGRAPH LINE The “Chief” is satisfied that, in the course of time, we 

will enjoy telegraphic communication with the outside 
world, as noted in its issue of June 11, 1881, as follows: “A note received yes- 
terday afternoon from Mr. J. W. Hunsacker, telegraph operator and _ station 
agent at this place, conveyed the following valuable information: ‘We hope to 
have our wire completed to New Orleans by 6 p. m., to-day and will probably 
be ready to accomodate the public by Monday at least’.” 


RAILROAD The advent of the railroad has made life unbearable to 
DISPLACES the Morning Star, as is noted in the “Chief” of June 11, 
MORNING STAR 1881: “While we can all join in ‘hailing the establish- 


ment of the railroad connection with the new State 
Capital, it is unpleasant to learn that we are shortly to be deprived of the daily 
visits of that model and popular mail packet, The Morning Star. As the mails 
will be transported between Baton Rouge and New Orleans by rail, of course 
the Star’s occupation will be gone as soon as the rail service is inaugurated. 
-..” In the same issue the “Chief” notes: “It was expected that the railroad 
track would be comp’eted to Plaquemine by Thursday or Friday of this week, 
- «” More “railroad news” is contained in the “Chief” of June 18, 1881, as fol- 
lows: “By a unanimous vote of the stockholders of the New Orleans Pacific 
Railway Company, that corporation has decided to consolidate with the Texas 
and Pacific. ...” On June 20, 1881, the N. O. & P. Ry. was sold to the Texas 
& Pacific Railway. 
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Houmas Central Factory, Burnside 


DEATH OF JOHN The “Chief” of June 25, 1881, observes: “Mr. John 
BURNSIDE Burnside, the sugar planter prince, is in very fecble 


health. We learn that twice during the past week he 
fell prostrate in his store on Canal street, New Orleans, and for a time it was 
feared his end was at hand,...” 
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While only a few days thereafter the “Chief” announced: “Death of John 
Burnside. On Thursday last the melancholy news reached here that Mr. John 
Burnside, known as the Sugar Planter Prince of Louisiana, had died the previous 
evening at Greenbriar, White Sulphur Springs, Virginia, whither he had gone a 
few days before in search of health. His ailment was dropsy of the heart... .” 
“He. was the richest and most extensive sugar planter in the United States, own- 
ing large p!antations in Ascension and St. James parishes-seven of these in Ascen- 
sion...” (“Chief” of July 2, 1881.) 


SCHOOLS J. N. Tunson, teacher, writes the “Chief” from New 
River on June 28, 1881, as follows: “The first exhibi- 

tion of the New River public school, seventh district, came off on Saturday, June 

18, and was witnessed by more than 200 persons, who appeared pleased and de- 

lighted with all they saw and heard. There were nineteen recitations and four 

dialogues, and not a single stammer or error was noticeable throughout. 

The school at present has 30 pupils on the roll; ...”” 


STEEL RAILS TO Cross-ties and steel rails on the west bank of the river 
BATON ROUGE have finally reached Baton Rouge, as noted in the fol- 
lowing from the “Chief” of July 30, 1881: 

“The Railroed Completed to Baton Rouge. The branch railroad extending 
from Plaquemine to Baton Rouge has been completed, and on and after next 
Monday, the ist of August, trains will run through from New Orleans to Baton 
Rouge, and return every day. The passenger train will leave New Orleans at 
8 o'clock a. m., as heretofore, passing Donaldsonville at 11:35 a. m., and reaching 
Baton Rouge at 1:30 p. m. Returning, this train will leave Baton Rouge at 2:30 
p. m., passing Donaldsonville at 4:20 and reaching New Orleans at 8 p.m. ...” 


TO BATON ROUGE An opportunity is presented whereby one can journey 
AND RETURN IN to the State Capital and return home the same day. A 
ONE DAY! great rush is in prospect, and two excursions are be- 

ingrun. The “Chief” of August 13, 1881, remarks: “The 
completion of the New Orleans Pacific Railway to Baton Rouge affords an op- 
portunity to visit the State Capital and return the same day. On account of the 
large number desiring to go and the impossibility of furnishing accomodations 
* for all on any one day, the Company will run two excursions,... ” 


NEW DEPOT The old depot has been demolished and the new one 

erected, as is noted in the “Chief” of August 13, 1881: 
“The new depot erected at Donaldsonville by the New Orleans Pacific Railway 
management is about completed and is a decided improvement on the old struc- 
ture. The new building is located on the lower side of the track, and we be- 
lieve it ivintended that passengers and freight will be required to approach and 
leave the station from that side, making it somewhat roundabout and inconven- 
ient. This drawback, however, is probably more than compensated for by other 
conveniences and advantages. The telegraph and ticket office of the local agent 
have been transferred to the new depot. 3 
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ADVENT OF The telephone is preparing to make its bow to Ascen- 
TELEPHONE sion, for on September 17, 1881, J. W. Hunsaker ap- 


plied to the town council for permission to erect poles 
along one of the streets leading from the railroad depot, at the foot of Railroad 
avenue, to the river, for the purpose of connecting the business part of Don- 
aldsonville with the railway, express and telegraph offices of the New Orleans- 
Pacific Railway, by means of a telephone. 4 


MARBLE COLUMNS The “Chief,” in its issue of September 17, 1881, readily 
FOR CHURCH corrects an error, 2s follows: 

“We have several times mentioned in the Chief 
that the marble columns intended for the new Catholic Church at Donaldson- 
ville were to be procured from Belgium, but we have recently received infor- 
mation correcting this erroneous impression. The columns are being made at 
Lussinpiccolo, in the province of Istria, Austria, by Mr. S. A. Fucich, father of 
our friend and recent fellow-townsman, S. M. Fucich. When Father Cuppens 
went to Europe to order these columns, he paid a visit to his relatives in Bel- 
gium, and from this circumstance arose an impression that the pillars, were to 
be procured from that country.” 


REMINISCENCES In the “Chief” of December 24, 1881, is found the first 

installment of “Donaldsonville’s Past,’ as follows: 
“Reminiscences of the Town as it was from 1836 to 1846. Old Fogy in Assump- 
tion Pioneer. Forty-five years effect many changes, both to men and the works 
of their hands. They bring about, with very ‘few exceptions, an entire change 
of population, and in this particular instance, taking into account the destruc- 
tion by fire during the late war, there is but little of the former town left. The 
Roman Catholic Church, with its surrounding buildings, the market house and’ 
a small number of private residences are the sole representatives of the town 
which existed before the war. These facts are merely cited ‘en passant,’ as, ac- 
cording to my recollection, neither the present church or market house existed 
when I made my first acquaintance with Donaldsonville. 


“It was for a short time the seat of government, and an unsightly and badly 
constructed State House was erected. The choice of that site for such a purpose 
seems to have been a mere ‘rack raw’ as the statesmen who occupied it soon be- 
came thoroughly disgusted, and, under the shallow pretext that the roof was 
leaky, abandoned the place for good and all. At that time lower Louisiana con- 
Stituted the principal portion of the state represented in the Legislature, and 
most of the members were accustomed to the pleasures of city life; the contrast 
presented by a small country village was too great for their patriotism. 


“I recollect the pile of bricks which represented the old State House, and 
which was afterwards carted to the front and deposited at the ‘point,’ near the 
water’s edge, to arrest the working off.of the bayou bank on the town side, 
Which was being rapidly carried away. 


“In the days to which I have referred the town had no pretensions to be 
called a commercial centre; it had stores usually found in the shape of country 
Villages. Although surrounded by extensive sugar plantations, inhabited by 
their owners and a large number of slaves, yet the supplies now purchased in 
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ee 
the town were then ordered direct from New Orleans, and the village merchant 
only sold in small quantities to parties who could not send to the city. 

“The office of the Surveyor General was located in Donaldsonville, and the 
land business of that period not only induced many strangers from all portions 
of the State to make frequent business visits, but the fact of large contracts for 
surveying the unsettled portions of North Louisiana being at the disposal of the 
Surveyor General, attracted a large number of intelligent young men from the 
different States. ¥ 








1. His home was about 1 mile below Donaldsonville on the west bank of the river. Grand- 
son of_ Joseph Landry, First American Commandant at Lafourche. 

2. This church was located at Cornerview. P. O. until several years ago, when it was con- 
verted into a chapel. 

3. The first station was erected on the north side of track, while the next was placed on 
the south side, and the third building was erected on the north side, where presently situated. 


4. The first telephone exchange to open in Louisiana made its bow to the public of New 
Orleans on March 15, 1879. 


1882 
THE GOOD The “Chief” of August 19, 1882, contains the first in- 
OLD DAYS stallment of “The Old Generation of Ascension,” which 


interesting write-up follows: “I am not quite in the 
sere and yellow leaf, nor altogether lost in the legs of my pantaloons and sans 
everything—yet, I knew well the old stock of this parish who have nearly all 
passed away to another world. It makes one sad to cast a retrospective view 
on men and scenes, and note the changes which have taken place since as short 
a time as forty years ago. All below is vanity and life but a fitful dream, and 
yet, how men will lie, and cheat, and steal, and murder even, for money or po- 
sition, which they no sooner clutch than they are swallowed and whirled away 


by that dark wave called Death, which unmercifully rolls over kings and sans 
cullotes. 


CHATHAM “Closing my eyes I feel the presence of men of other 
PLANTATION days; opening them I see their property in the hands 


: of strangers. Let us take this parish at its upper limit 
and we have Chatham plantation, which was established as a sugar place by 
Gov. Henry Johnson and Col. Key. 1 They are dead. Elie, Eloi, Alexandre 
Landry, and five or six other cotton planters own the small tracts from which 
Chatham is made. They are all dead. Once upon a time Henry Clay was a guest 
‘rat Chatham. The neighbors were invited to see the great statesman and orator. 
Champagne flowed deep enough to float a man-of-war. Dear old Henry of the 
West, who had rather be right than President! Chatham was sold to John R. 
Thomson, who is dead. It became the property of the Bank of Louisiana, not 
dead, because having no soul to save it has no business to yield up the ghost. 
That splendid plantation which is a very beautiful place, with its island and 
deep sheet of water in front, is now owned by Dr. Ballard, an old resident and 
a successful agriculturalist. 


DOMINIQUE AND “The worthy J. B. Craviatto and Jean Dominique, Ital- 
CRAVIATTO ians, and brothers-in-law, settled just below Chatham. 

They began life caboteurs, vended their wares from 
house to house, started a river ferry, built the first dirt wharf known in the pa- 
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rish, kept a wood yard, extended their commerce far and wide, and were pros- 
perous, as they deserved to be. Craviotto died and bequeated his all to his part- 


ner who, when he died, left a large estate to his children, some of whom stil] 
reside at the old homestead. 





<—— 











HONEST OLD “Next were the residences of Richard Damas Braud 
NEUVILLE and Milien Babin, both dead. They were worthy and 


laborious men. Following these was the Neuville Me- 
lancon tract. Honest old Neuville! He could make more sugar to the acre than 
any other planter; in fact, he would grind along with his horse-mill until he got 
tired, and then leave the balance of his cane to rot in the field. Every cocoa 
spot on his place was circumscribed by deep trenches and circumvallated in 
war-like fashion; and every wheel and every hoof which entered his premises 
were scraped to keep at bay the dreaded foe. He amused himself in his old age 
with burying his surplus coins, and some of them were found long after his 
death. His heirs continued for a long while to turn up the earth in search of 
more of the same kind—for the benefit of succeeding crops; . 


GREENBACKS “During the war Mr. Melancon sealed up a lot of green- 
IN STUMP backs and mortgage notes and consigned the bottle to 

the keeping of an old stump in the swamps of Bayou 
Goula. The great flood of that period covered the stump several feet under but 
the precious flotsam was finally rescued from the angry waters and the ubiqui- 
tous Yankee raiders and bloody butter milk rangers in blue which infested these 
parts. The Melancon tract below now belongs to John Reuss. Sifrin Babin 
owned the next place. He is dead. Emile Babin, the succeeding owner, died; 
Germain Babin, co-proprietor, emigrated. The place now belongs to John Reuss 
and is called Germania. Arsene Hebert was the lower neighbor. He and wife 
are dead. The brothers Bertin, Theodule and Nemorin Braux owned the next 
tract. They are all dead. Mrs. Nemorin is in possession. 


MULBERRY GROVE “Mulberry Grove comes after. It was formed by Dr. 

Ed. Duffel out of a number of small tracts belonging to 
Eugene Babin, Evarist Babin, Ansekine Landry and several other persons who 
after they sold out, emigrated to the State of New River. These good, honest 
Creole people are all dead. The Grove is now owned by John Reuss. Unlike 
the owners of the other places, Dr. Duffel survives the wreck of his possessions. 
He refuses to die 2 and continues the practice that he started life with in 1833. 
He is one of the old landmarks, blazed and blackened, but sturdy yet. Cuba 
figures next. Albert, Wade and Butler Gilbert were the owners of it. They are 
dead. Joseph Picou, Widow Gilbert, the other owners, are dead. John Reuss 
holds Cuba now, 3 


JOHN REUSS, CUBA “This John Reuss appears to be swallowing the upper 

portions of the parish, and, like Oliver Twist, he always 
wants more. He is welcome to all he can get, provided he continues, as he has 
begun, to improve and beautify his possessions. He has already inaugurated 
works on a gigantic scale. The sugarhouse he is now putting up on Germania 
to serve as a central cuisine, bids fair to be the most splendid structure of its 
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Page Two Hundred Six mcd THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
kind in the state. When the Melancon, Germania, Mulberry and Cuba places will 
be fused and consolidated into one plantation, as they soon will be, Ascension 
ean boast of a sugar estate which will vie with Evan Hall of McCall Brothers, 
and that is not saying a little. Under the administration of Mr. Reuss, the un- 
sightly willow and cottonwood growth on the batture will disappear; the un- 
healthy marshes which disfigure the pastures will be drained and filled up; sub- 
stantial dirt wharves will be constructed on its front, with extensive warehouses 
for the landing of freight; neat cottages and other outhouses will be added to 
those already erected for the convenience and comfort of man and beast; in one 
word, the ‘confederation’ will be the plantation of Ascension. 











— ooo eer 





LOUIS LANDRY, “Just below Cuba is the Home plantation 4 which in 
HOME the days of old lang syne, was owned by Col. Louis 
Landry. His son, Camille, succeeded him, then it fell 
to W. C. S. Ventress, then to J. Bte. Hector. They are all dead. Mr. Bishec next 
possessed it, or a part of it. He is unknown to fame, or at least, to Ascension, 
which is about the same thing. Home now belongs to Seymour and Yale, who 
have improved it so much that it can scarcely be recognized by those who knew 
it in former days. The present owners are making magnificent crops of sugar 
on the place, and the sugar itself, after it has left the cunning hands of Domi- 
nique Gentil, the fabricant, is hard to beat as to quality. Home can boast of 
steam plows, steam ditching machines, wind-mills, corncob crushers and other 
smashing consarns. Messrs. Seymour and Yale hail from the north side of Ma- 
son & Dixon, and have the go-ahead-a-tiveness of the place. 
WOODSTOCK “Woodstock is the next place and was built up by 
Judge Edward Duffel. After his death it passed to 
Judge Henry L. Duffel. Woodstock is a misnomer. It has not a stick of wood 
on it. Lucus a non lucendo—a non seq. 5 

“The first rice field from Donaldsonville is here met with, and it breaks the 
monotony of sugar places to the great delight of everybody around. The neigh- 
bors view with pleasure the basin of 400 acres of water held by levees as in a 
bowl. They admire the dartings of shrimps and fishes as they disport them- 
selves in the limpid lake. The gyrations of cranes, grosbecs and other aquatic 
birds over this pellucid sheet of water in search of mud-cats and tadpoles is an 
ever-ceasing source of amusement to the good people. They love to see the wa- 
ter as it spouts through crayfish holes and flows over roots of the adjacent cane 
and corn, which grow apace in the delicious bath. Talk of saxaphones and Xyl- 
ophones and cornets-a-pistons indeed! and of West End and Spanish Fort! 
What music can excel the concert of a few hundred thousand frogs, wherein the 
shrill demi-semi-quaverings of the green junipers unite with the sonorous and 
resounding deep bases of the wa-wa-wa-rons (?) in delightful melody! And 
how could one compare ‘the waves of the restless lake at the Fort with the soft 
rustling of the tender rice plants, as they bend and sway in the gentle breezes, 
beneath the weight of their golden heads? 

“We have traveled from Chatham to Woodstock. Will the journey be con- 
tinued further down the parish or, tired of my garrulity, will you dismiss me to 
the shades below, there to join other loquacious ‘oldest inhabitants’ who in 
mournful procession move along the Stygian lake of sacred fame? Which? 
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The “Chief” of September 2, 1882, contains the second installment of the 
“Qld Generation of Ascension,” as follows: 














“We traced the course of events from Chatham to Woodstock, where we left 
the frogs in musical rehearsal and giving forth a melody equaled only by the 
tink-a-ling, took-a-look of a banjo under the skilful touch of a Virginia profes- 
sional of the dusky persuasion, when playing the time honored ditty of ‘Way 
down upon the Suwanee river,’ far, far away. 


PICOU TRACT “ ... But to return to our diary: Zenon Picou owned 
the tract next to Woodstock; then it passed to his wid- 
ow, and afterwards to their children, Joseph, J. Bte., dit petit Jean, Trasimon, 
Numa and Emile. The whole generation is dead. J. C. Elder the next proprie- 
tor, received and sold it to J. B. Gaudin, dead. W. S. Little, last proprietor, is 
dead. Now owned by colored people and a small strip of it by Mrs. Leona Babin. 
“Jacques Babin, Joseph Le Blanc, dit Jos. Butler, Jacques and Edmond Bu- 
jol owned the tract below. They are all dead: relatives now hold. The two 
Norbert Melancons, Lucien, Narcisse, Marcelin Melancon and Jules Guedry and 
Camille Melancon were settied on the small following tracts—all dead. Charles 
Gecks held a part of these lands—he emigrated to the regions of silver mines, 
hidalgos and carambos. Judge Morris Marks was also a freeholder in these 
parts and where he belongs no one knows exactly. He occasionally illuminates 
this parish with his handsome phiz. He must then still be a resident and elig- 
ible. That he is always cometable we all know, and we all hope he will be the 
third candidate of the Third District, bien entendue, on the Republican side. 


od 





SARDINE POINT “La point aux sardines du roi de maroc comes next 

that is, of that mercurial, jovial little Frenchman, I’ami 
vieux Henri Bruyere. He vended his goods in a large covered cart and traveled 
from St. John to Baton Rouge Soon he opened an assorted store at his residence, 
started a wood yard and became a well-to-do man of this community. His only 
son, Gustavé, was killed in the Confederate army, a brave boy and a gallant sol- 
dier.6 Mr. Bruyere’s store, and the one of Dominique’s were then the only ones 
between Donaldsonville, and Bayou Goula. In those days Creoles and Ameri- 
cins were not given to merchandising, and the sons of Palestine did business 
principally in cities and villages. Now we have some thirty stores established - 
between those towns. They fringe the public highway all along and are kept 
by Jews and Gentiles, white, black and parti-colored. At their hospitable doors 
ont may obtain, gratis, rest, shade, a drink of ice-water, a match to light his 
tobacco with, and should he be disposed to trade, he can be supplied with every- 
thing the markets afford, and get his lagniappe of an Habana puro, or a sip of 
rye. These storekeepers all prosper, or should do so, for at a rough calculation, 
£300.000. are spent with them. It would be near the figure to say that from Port 
Barrow to Chatham, at least one thousand adult laborers are employed, who earn 
$20. per month, to which add the amounts earned by mechanics and other em- 
ployees of the plantations, and what is spent by the planters themselves, and 
%300,000. would be a fair estimate of gross annual sales. 
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Page Two Hundred Eight THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 
LANDRY TRACT “Just below Bruyere lived the honest old Creole, Au- 

guste Hyacinthe Landry, 7 father of Adelard, Leon and 
Sylvere Landry, who uphold the sturdy virtues of their sire. One of his sons 
now owns the property and has a large cooper shop on it. 





—_ 














BABIN “Next is the ‘Babin’.” Maxmillian Babin, Siffroid Blan- 
PLANTATION chard, widow J. B. Gaudin, owned it—all dead. Now it 


belongs to Adelard Landry, who makes the best open 
kettle sugar in the State. Adjoining it lived Valery LeBlanc, dit petit, where 
now is the school-house of the first. His daughters married the brothers Collet, 
Francois and Ferdinand. All are dead. : 


SILK WORMS “Pierre Caussou, an octogenarian, hale and hearty at ° 

84, is the owner of the small tract below. He is a 
Frenchman, and now keeps store. He once raised the silk worm with marked 
success. During more than half a century he was the pedagogue of this section, 
and ruled the young ideas with a ferrule of well seasoned ash...8 Colin Ba- 
bin comes next. Dead. His widow married Jean Denoue. Both dead, as also 
Henri Denou. Mrs. Jacques Bujol owns the place. Nicholas Dugas resided just 
below. He and wife and Gustave Blanchard are dead. The next owner, Sifrin 
Babin, removed to Iberville. Raphael Anthony and other colored folks are the 
proprietors and have a store and cooper shop on the tract. 


JAMES A. DODDS “Following is the ‘Des Marais.’ J. B. Gaudin founded 
“DES MARAIS” it. He cultivated it in cotton many years after his 


neighbors had turned their attention to sugar. After 
his death, his widow held the property a long while, and it was ably managed 
by her son-in-law, Adelard Landry. It passed to his brothers Sylvany, Leon and 
Edouard Gaudin. Leon is dead. Then Marx Isreal owned the plantation—dead. 
Afterwards it fell to James A. Dodds, now dead, and his widow is now in pos- 
Session. 9 An extensive batture of over one hundred acres is found fronting 
this place. More than thirty years ago it was cultivated in corn. It is now 
thrown out into a common, and everybody’s cattle make it their abiding place. 
Clumps of cottonwood and sycamore here and there afford a grateful shade to 
the stock, ... Gaudin made up his plantation by buying out small proprietors. 
Among these was Mr. Lessard who with his wife have been buried long ago. His 
son Leon moved to Pointe Coupee, where he died, and his other children, all 
daughters, have long since graced a better world, except Mrs. Camille Landry, 
who resides in Iberville. Oh, what beautiful Jadies they were! Mrs. Wade Gil- 
bert, Mrs. Albert Gilbert, Mrs. Butler Gilbert, Mrs. Thos. Whaley, Mrs. Emile Pi- 
cou—what a galaxy! and to think that they are all gone, and that I, a weather- 
beaten old hulk, should live to recall their passing lovliness ... 


BUJOL’S “PELICO” “After Gaudin, came jolly Auguste Broussard, who lived 
where now resides Ernest Melancon. Valery LeBlanc, 

dit Billard, next owned the place. He and his wife are dead. 
“Pelico” comes next, built up, little by little by Edmond Bujol, who died last 
year. Pharaon LeBlanc, Victor, Gideon, Joachim and Trasimond Landry were 
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its former owners—all dead. It belongs at present to Bujol and J. Emile St. 
Martin, 10 son and son-in-law of its founder. That Pelico may prosper under 
their management as it increased in the care of ‘old man’ Edmond, is the wish 
of those who knew and loved the father, and now desire the success of the plan- 


ters, his representatives. 


TRASIMOND LAN- “Following is the old ‘Melancon tract’ on which there 
DRY’S “CHICKEN was crevasses in 1828 which left its mark to this day. 
ROOST” The place then passed to Trasimond Landry, then to 


Wm. C. Lawes—Billy Lawes, who was loved by every- 
body here, and who sacrificed his life for everybody here—then to his brother, 
Dr. Lawes, who sold it to its present owner, R. O. Landry. When Landry en- 
tered into possession, the place was unimproved; now a dwelling and store, a 
sugar-house with engines; cribs, stables and cabins adorn it. It lies side by side 
to the lordly Burnside, ‘Ascension,’ but it is not eclipsed by it; on the contrary, 
it nestles like a younger brother near the first born, and they are just alike as 
two peas, or as two and two make four, except that one is big and the other 
little. R. O. is a type of the progressing man, and has of late turned his atten- 
tion to the making of bricks, which he bakes to a turn—a bright red one... 


VALENTIN “Valentin Landry owns the next little lot just below. 
LANDRY His father, Donat, possessed it before him, with other 


adjacent lands. Valentin is one of the few who have 
survived ‘the wreck of matter and crush of worlds.’ 


NARCISSE LAN- “The next place belonged to Ulger Dugas, dead, and was 
DRY’S “ASCENSION” sold not long ago by his widow to the late John Burn- 
side, who annexed it to the adjoining plantation of 
Ascension. Narcisse Landry was during a half century the owner of this splen- 
did property. It was seized and sold soon after the war and acquired for an 
amount less than the sugar-house on it alone cost its owner and builder. Cap- 
itaine Landry was a veteran of 1812 and during many years, commanded the 
‘Chasseurs,’ a cavalry company of this parish who, in the oldentimes, vied with 
the ‘Cannoneers’ in graceful evolutions on the ‘Place’ and in no less graceful 
performances at the table of ‘old Terrio.’ The Captain died at the ripe old age 
of 82 years and was, during his whole life, much respected and loved by all. 
“We have now reached the lower limit of the first ward, the upper being 
Chatham, and passed in a hasty review the good people who lived there. ... A 


JOSEPH LANDRY’S “We have now reached the second district, and the 
NEW HOPE OR first place in it is ‘Home’ and well has it been so named, 


HOME PLANTATION for it was during a long time the nest, as it were, from 
which whole generations of the Landry family took 
their flight, 11 - 

“Among the Acadians who found rest in this country from the cruelties of 
the English people, was Joseph Landry, dit le Bel, who founded Home. Under 
Spanish government he held the position of El Comandante Del Distrito, and 
was aman of worth. He, his wife, his sons, Louis, Achille, Joseph, Narcisse, 
Valery and Trasimon are dead. He was succeeded on Home by his son, Achille, 
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and this one, by his brother, Governor, Colonel Trasimon Landry, as he was in- 
differently named, who lived to a good old age and who, while in his seventiés, 
marched with the armies of the Confederacy to the end of the war. A more hos. 
pitable gentleman never lived; and a more courteous one to everybody, and more 
gallant to the fair sex, it were difficult to have found. After his death, Home 
was purchased successively by Dr. Wilkinson, Col. Barrow, Capt. Borland and 
Gen. Allen Thomas, who are now all living in other portions of the State. The 
plantation finally fell to the ownership of the millionaire John Burnside, who 
bequeated it to its present master. 


“Home is a sacred and holy spot to many persons of this and other parishes, 
In its substantial mansion house many were brought into this world; many were 
there given in marriage, and many were carried from it to their last resting 
place. Besides those already named, others have followed their steps to the dis- 
tant bourne, viz: Amadee, Gustave, Theodule, Samuel, John Landry—there to 
join others again, Mrs. Pedesclaux, Mrs. Poursine, Mrs. Dernon LeBlanc, Mrs. 
Judge Ed. Duffel, Mrs. Tournillon, Mrs. Martin, Mrs. Beamon. Trasimon was 
owner of seven or eight tracts of land, all under cultivation, and vast sections of 
forest lands, and now his descendants, like King John of England, are sans terre. 


“Sic transit, etc. But after all what boots it that one should own lands? His 
manhood and integrity are his own, which no power can strip him of, and when 
these remain, all is not gone. The father of Joseph Landry snatched from the 
rivers and tides those alluvial marshes of exuberant fertility in Nova Scotia, 
which excited the cupidity of the ‘Lords of Trade,’ and when Grand Pre, and 
Beau-Sejour and Baiverd were wrestled from the possession of the Acadians, Jo- 
seph Landry and neighbors sought the then western wilds, subdued the great 
Mississippi river, levelled the tangled forests of oaks and cypresses, and caused 
to bloom beneath the sun the richest lands of the globe. Let the new genera- 
tions then, by dint of industry, perseverance and frugality, recover their lost 
inheritances or carve unto themselves new estates, which will surpass in splen- 
dor the old possessions, 12 


RICHARD McCALL “Below Home was the plantation of that good old plan- 

ter, Joseph Blanchard. After his death the property was 
held during many years by the heirs and it proved to them a treasure trove, 
yielding great revenues under the administration of Faustin Blanchard, son of 
the deceased, and Jules Landry and Edmond Bujol, his son-in-law. They and 
their wives are dead, and the property passed into the possession of Richard Me- 
Call pere. 


“The next place was that of J. C. Barthelmy —Jack Cousier,.as everyone 
called him. Hospitable, jovial old Jack! How well he is still remembered. He 
is dead and his children are scattered over the State. The property was acquired 
by the same Richard McCall and with the Blanchard tract, now forms the plan- 
tations owned by his son, Richard. Who does not remember Richard McCall, 
Senior—Dick McCall, as everyone loved to call him? Many are the stories told 
of his generosity and disinterestedness; of his bountiful munificence, amounting 
almost to extravagance; his unbounded hospitality and geniality, and the ten- 
acity and truthfulness with which he stood to his friends. The world could be 
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OT 
searched over and his like not found again. Young Dick now holds the prop- 
erty and his crops show that he has inherited the old man’s science of planting. 
Success to you, my young friend, 13 





HENRY McCALL’S “We now come to Evan Hall, which to me is par ex- 
EVAN HALL cellence the model plantation of the state. Henry Mc- 


Call, a gentleman of the old school, owned the Hall as 
far back as can be remembered, for scarcely one has ever heard of Evan Jones, 
his father in law. 14 The sugar-house, tome thirty years ago, stood in a line with 
the present dwelling, and the bagasse was hauled back to the levee to the dis- 
gust of lower dwellers. After McCall’s death the property passed to his sons, 
Jones and Harry. The first named is dead, to the sincere regret cf his friends 
and neighbors. The vacuum occasioned by the departure from among us of a 
kind, generous man and a patriotic and zealous citizen is not easily or soon filled. - 

“The commodious brick warehouse, large saw mill, lordly mansion, with its 
terrace and well kept front yard, splendid two-story store, magnificent sugar- 
house and its unsurpassed machinery, other buildings, trim fences, railroad, ete., 
etc., all attest that the Hall is unexcelled by any other sugar estate of the coun- 
try in attractiveness of its appearance and the value and usefulness of its im- 
provements. The one million pounds of the best white sugar, and more, which 
are yearly made on this place, indicate conclusively that the cultivation of the 
land and its general management are as perfect as the surroundings and appli- 
ances are grand and imposing. The Hall opens like a fan in the rear, and con- 
tains, besides the cultivated fields, large extents of cypress lands. Everybody 
finds ready employment on the place. ... 


VALERY LANDRY’S “Below is the Valery Landry 15 plantation, which is the 
“SOUVENIR” last sugar estate one meets going to Donaldsonville, 
which is about two and a half miles distant. Valery 
Landry was a thorough planter and under his directions his place produced 
large crops, but being a gentleman remarkably simple in his tastes and averse 
to show of any kind, the improvements of the plantation were few and plain. He 
died during the war, the place was sold, and, like many others, it was purchased 
by a stranger; but after a while it returned to the possession of one of its heirs, 
Capt. R. Prosper Landry, who named it ‘Souvenir.’ After a short reign over the 
homestead, the Captain had the mortification to see it again transferred, first to 
Mrs. Legare, and then to Leon Godchaux, its present owner. 
' “The boast of Mr. Godchaux is that he began life by carrying bundles on his 
back. This is a feather in his cap. In his young days he was what is known here 
as a marchand de paquets, and he may now brag that in his later days he has 
caused more than one planter to make his paquet and depart from his home to 
make room for the ex-colporteur. Chacun son tour, is nothing but fair play, and 
if one now-a-days can hold his own, and his neighbor’s too, ‘tant pis”... 


SMOKE BEND “What are we now going to do about the good people 

who have in days of yore inhabited the stretch of land 
between Souvenir and the Bayou Lafourche, called Smoke Bend? The settle- 
ment is so thick, houses so near together, and so many changes of men and scenes 
have taken place there that a volume would scarce suffice to even note them ail. 
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Old Pep, Juan Ourso, Simonette Landry, Michel Richard, Adlard Dicharry and 
hundreds of others, who have lived and died on that strip of land some two miles 
in length on less than half a mile in width; what more can be said of them than 
that they were honored when living and their memories revered after they had 
left us? Among the few who yet linger with us are the great architect of chim- 
neys, honest old Victorin Melancon; Francis Straightman, the gardener; Adam 
Guedry, the sugar-maker,—and good Mrs. Michel Richard. 


PORT BARROW “Betwixt the old residence of Mrs. Adelard Dicharry 

and the Bayou Lafourche lies the delightful Port Bar- 
row, which was founded by the late R. R. Barrow, with Thomas Jefferson Wal- 
ton officiating as godfather and factotum...” 


1. See marriage announcement Gov. Johnson to Elizabeth Key, October 29, 1829. 

2. His father, Edward Duffel, Sr.. born Philadelphia, 1786; judge, parish Court, to 1845; 
married Celeste Landry, daughter of Joseph Landry, Commandant, 1810. 

3. John Reuss, born Germany, 1830; married Helena Lotz, 1850. George B. Reuss, born New 
Orleans, 1858; married Bertha E. Spor, 1888. 

4. “Home of Ascension” plantation. 20 Ann. 359. 

5. Henry L. Duffel, born Ascension, July 27, 1821; appointed judge 4th Dist. 1878; elected 
judge 22nd Dist. 1884; re-elected, 1888. 

6. Gustave Bruyere, enlisted at age 19, killed in action, July 9, 1864. 

7. Great grandfather of Mildred and Yvonne Landry. 

8. Mr. Caussou was also Justice of the Peace, in 1848. 

9. Now property of ex-Judge Chas. T. Wortham. 

10. Emile St. Martin married Edmonia Bujol. 

UW. See 20 Ann. 359. 

12. Joseph Landry, Commandant, settled on New Hope Plantation and ot his death left six 
sons and six daughters, among them being Trasimond and Valery Landry. 

13. Will of Richard McCall, dated Oct. 6, 1869, W. B. B. Fo. 31. 

14. Henry McCall married Lise Jones. See May 28, 1807, herein. 

15. See “Souvenir” 34 Ann. $23 


1883 
LITTLE MINNIE The Chief of March 3, 1883, observes: “The ‘Little Min- 
SOLD nie,’ the 5.81 ton steam tug which has been in use for 


the past five years as a ferry boat at Donaldsonville, is 
advertised for sale. The gallant old captain, Raphael Mousse, wishes to retire 
from the business, hence his desire to dispose of the proud little craft that has 
weathered many fierce storms. ... ” 


Y. &(Mu Vi RR: The new Mississippi Valley railroad is about to enter 
‘ Ascension on the east bank of the river, as is noted in 
the Chief of March 3, 1883. 


CHURCH The Chief of March 24, 1883, notes: 
DISSENSION “The Catholic Controversy. The interest and ex- 


citement occasioned by the dispute over the manage- 

ment of the temporal affairs of the Catholic church of this town, have increased 

rather than abated, and the breach between the opposing factions seems daily 
widening. 

“As we have stated, a climax in the controversy was expected to be reached 

to-morrow, Easter Sunday, when the annual sale of pews takes place. It was 

understood that Father Ceuppens and his supporters would gather inside the 
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church and go through the form of selling the pews, while the Board of War- 
dens and their friends would conducta similar ceremony just outside the church, 
but the situation has been materially changed this evening. The Wardens, rep- 
resented by their President, Mr. Jean Fevrier, have obtained from the District 
Court an injunction prohibiting Bishop Perche, Father Ceuppens, or any of their 
employees from proceeding to a sale or lease of the church pews or from in any 
manner hindering or interfering with the wardens in the administration of the 
property or revenues of the church involved in the pending dispute. The peti- 
tion for injunction is very lengthy and traverses the controversy in its entirety, 
beginning with the original donation of lands to the Roman Catholics of the pa- 
rish and coming down to the present day and the present points of difference. .. 

“To-morrow, therefore, the wardens will offer the church pews for sale, 
while Father Ceuppens will take no further action in the premises until advised 
by the Bishop and his attorneys. 

““We publish to-day a list of 340 signers to the protest against the course 
taken by the organizers of the new corporation entitled Congregation of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church of Ascension, appended to which is a sworn certificate that 
there are 733 other signatures on the lists now in possession of Father Ceuppens. 
In addition to these, a list from New River containing about 80 signatures has 
just come in, making a grand total of 1153 signers of the protest, including many 
who previously attached their names to the list approving the formation of the 
new corporation. ...” 41 


Progress of the case thus far is reported in the Chief of March 31, 1883, as. 
follows: 2 


“The Church Case. 


“Public interest in the dispute over the custody of the property and the man- 
agement of the temporal affairs of the Catholic Church of Ascension has not 
abated, . 


“AS Soctie in the last number of the Chief, the newly organized Board of 
Wardens, represented by their President, Mr. Jean Fevrier, obtained on Saturday 
an injunction prohibiting the Bishop and Father Ceuppens and their agents or 
employees from selling the church pews on Easter Sunday, or in any manner in- 
terfering with the wardens in the administration and control of the church prop- 
erty and sale of the pews. District Judge Cheevers recused himself and declined 
to grant any order in the premises, on the ground thai he had signed the memo- 
rial in 1874 in pursuance of which the wardens then managing the property of 
the church ceded the usufruct of its revenues to the Bishop of the Diocese of New 
Orleans for the space of ten years, and, further, that he had also signed the pro- 
test against the formation of the new corporation entitled ‘The Congregation of 
the Roman Catholic Church of Ascension.’ In view of the Judge’s recusation, it 
became the duty of the Clerk and Recorder to grant the injunction, which he did, 
upon a bond being furnished in the sum of $3000 signed by Messrs. Jean Fevrier, 
R. N. Sims, E. N. Pugh and Ben. Gibson. 


“Service of the injunction having been made upon Father Ceuppens Satur- 
day evening, he was prevented from carrying out his announced intentions of 
selling the pews as usual on the following day. The new wardens, however, of- 
fered the pews at auction outside the church—Deputy Sheriff Israel acting as 
wuctioneer—and realized $998.50 from the sale, being more than the amount re- 
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quired to reimburse Mr. Leon Babin the money he advanced to release the church 
lots seized by the sheriff for non-payment of state and parish taxes. 

“As we stated last week, the petition for injunction recites the history of the 
pending controversy at length and brings the matter in all its phases before the 
courts for settlement. The new corporation, the party plaintiff, is represented 
by Messrs. R. N. Sims and E. N. Pugh 3 as counsel. Archbishop Perche and Fa- 
ther Ceuppens are represented by Messrs. Thos. J. Semmes of New Orleans and 
John H. Ilsley of Ascension. 

“Easter services were conducted in the Church, but the sanctuary has since 
been closed and yesterday the Blessed Sacrament was removed to the St. Vin- 
cent’s Institute, where it will be zealously guarded by the Sisters of Charity.” 

The Chief of April 7, 1883, further remarks: 

“The Catholic Church remains closed by direction of the Archbishop and 
will probably not be reopened until some adjustment of the pending contest for 
the right of administering the temporalities of the church is arrived at. Father 
Ceuppens, it should be understood, is acting only as the representative of the 
Archbishop in this matter, and has in his possession a written document, at- 
tested by the Archbishop’s signature and official seal, directing that the Ascen- 
sion Church be closed until further orders. Services were held at St. Vincent's 
Chapel last Sunday, consisting of two masses, celebrated by Fathers Ceuppens 
and Binder. The chapel was beautifully decorated and was crowded to its ut- 
most capacity at both masses. Daily services will be continued at St. Vincent’s 
until the proposed provisional church is established in Port Barrow or some set- 
tlement made of the dispute concerning the affairs of the Donaldsonville Church.” 

The Chief of April 7, 1883, in relation to the church controversy, gives the 
following interesting statistics: 

“Disbursement of Church Revenues. 

“At the request of influential members of his congregation, Rev. F. X. Ceup- 
pens, of Donaldsonville, has obtained from the supervising architect, Mr. Thos. 
W. Carter, a certified statement of the expenditures made up to this date for 
work done and material used on the new church. 

“Estimated Cost and Value of Work Performed at the Church of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus at Donaldsonville, La. 

“Excavation and Earthwork. 





2857 cubic yards, excavating and refilling at 25c $714.25 
706 cu. yds. filling and grading at 10c 70.60 

Total $784.85 
“Brickwork, etc., Used to date. 
732,000 building bricks at $14 $10,248.00 
22,000 Jackson R. R. Brick, moulded, $18 396.00 
90,000 Jackson R. R. facing brick, $16 800.00 
Lime, 864 bbls., $1.60 1,382.40 
Sand, 2592 bbls., .30 777.60 
Cement, 744 bbls., $2.60 1,934.40 
Sand, 2232 bbls., .30 669.60 
Preparing Lime pit $74.00 
Pug Mill 25.00 


Digying materials, pump, ete. 454.00 












ol) xs seisink sok satetien acl, de yee Brie hs NE 
on! pede fir oneal wit a i ni wetter od? a on ban dt pagel 
 aeaihe Agta oye taba oltetoqins won 
-#1 bao sdoisT ¢ 


baw eithaliO wit to ramet “2047 neealt ‘ed basaseman a8 


“ni 12 od? of bevomes aaw iamR1262 
i ls Yo san ile bate een 
cedemtey ordi? 





wiict Je ion se el dinate sd} Yo eolfilevoqms? sri lo idyia oft 
aft To avitatnseetgs: off ee yiao gnoitos ei ,bootawhuw od bivods i znaqquad. 
‘In Jaosmuyod aollitw s£ nolezsezoq 2id oi eed bane peitan xidt al qodziddoa 
pace, oct ted} paltoeib Inge Iginilio ban siwisngiz e'qodeiddovA oc} yd, bodest. 
eta2ontY J2'te bled syew eealvie2 .e2isb10 tert? lian borols od dowd goin 
enagqus) eroded yd Beturdeles ,2sezen ow} Yo auitelenop .yabou?, jest JogjedD ~ 
-tu eti of bebwois 2ew bma baterossb. eilolitussd enw faqads sdT .xnbnifl baa 
einsoniY 2 te bounijaos ed lliw zasiviee ylisd  .2ceneam died is Viiseqe heom 
“Ise oroa 10 wortsll 10% gi bedeildaies ei dowd lenoizivotg heeoqotq sft litay 
“tirtAD siliveczblenoG od} To tints oct gniatesaos siuqeib edt to obam 
ont zovin .yer9vorlaos dowd on? of nolision ni £82! .F lingA lo t9idd oT 
raoiiziinds gtifes snl univwollot 


: 2ounever dowel’) to sol nese 
qua) .X A.voll ,aolepergnes zid Yo erodinom Ieasnlint 16 oy 1a 
“onl aM Soelidoi gniziviaqua of? moi) honisido ead ,olivnoebiencd 


70? stab 2idt of qu sham weruttibaeqze ad) lo Inomotite Yoltituess: sorad wW 
io1iis wee ont no beau Isivotem bee onob atow 
ber2n2 ed? lo dowd edi ia beech AoW Yo sulaV baw de00 botamnitea™ © 


| ahowdined bas soitevaoxa )” 

2 Siy oe sli eogitilopeteici-pusicnenamen ama aaa | 
0.0T set intel taeertinadimeerriinet i erhee i? 
eect vis ‘2 8 Mira; @ 

_ CRETE eh Mey Joan tment) Ga uit ge 

W.BhS OEE 

— 00.088. 

ObLBEL : a Cidade 

OG.TTT 

08000... vit Rene te, 





i) ow a4, 
hae ', 0.252... iat" :9eks P Pore ad a. 
hae. cablig ba eh O88 isis vidides Medals wi Wi? ee 
poi Zz. in i r¢ iat Ol P ye Gad Metin tor! mae 







ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA zs Page Two Hundred Fifteen 
eS ef 





Total ~. - 549.00 

“Labor 
432 thousand brick set in lime mortar, $4.00 1,728.00 
22 thousand brick moulded in cement, $6.00 132.00 
390 thousand facing and other brick in cement, $5.00 1,750.00 

Total k: $20,367.00 
Asphalting on walls “4 $180.00 
Iron ties and carriage 50.00 
Iron hoops, banding, riveting and fixing, 3 tons 300.00 530.00 
“Sundries 


Foundation stone, $41.00; Brick moulds, $21.00; Photographs, 
$25.00; Architect, on account of plans, superintendence and 
traveling expenses, $1287.00; Fair awnings, woodwork, etc., 
$150.00; Covering, 1200 yds. $360.00; Hardware, nails, etc., 





$100. Total 2,784.00 

“Incidental Expenses, etc. / 

Barge account, traveling expenses, etc. 1,000.00 

“Materials on hand 

40,000 Jackson R. R. bricks, $16.00 $ 640.00 

40,000 moulded R. R. bricks, $18.00 | 720.00 

Total $1360.00 

“Recapitulation 

Excavating : | 784.85 

Brickwork Completed 20,367.00 

Anchors, ironwork, etc. 530.00 

Sundries and incidentals ‘2784.00 

Barge account, etc. 3 1000.00 

Materials on hand 7 ke 1360.00 

Cash on columns 2000.00 

Paid Thiberge & Wilken on account of trustees of 1874 2645.00 
Grand Total $31471.35 


The beautiful marble columns for the new Catholic Church are about to ar- 
rive, as noted in the following from the Chief of May 5, 1883: 


’ “The marble columns intended for the interior of the new Catholic Church 
at this place arrived at New Orleans last week in the Austrian brig Plod, com- 
mended by Capt. Tarabochio, and will be transferred to one of the barges of the 
Mississippi Valley Transportation Company for shipment from New Orleans to 
Donaldsonville. The Captain of the Plod, accompanied by our friend and former 
fownsman, Mr. S. M. Fucich, came up from the city last Sunday to ascertain if 
it would be feasible to bring his vessel to Donaldsonville and unload the columns 
opposite the site of the church. It was discovered, however, that at the wharf 
is the only point alongshore where a sufficient depth of water exists to afford 
the ship a safe landing place, and as the labor of transporting the marble from 
the wharf to the church ground would be very considerable, the project of bring- 
ing the brig here was abandoned. A barge can be readily landed opposite the 
church, and the little tramway extending out to the river bank will be utilized 
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in carrying the heavy blocks from the barge to the shed of the St. Joseph’s Acad. 
emy building under which they are to be stored until such time as they will he 
needed in the construction of the new church. There are twenty columns, com- 
posed of sixty-two pieces, and they were made by Mr. Fucich’s father in Dal- 
matia, an Austrian province skirting the eastern shore of the Adriatic sea. Fa- 
ther Ceuppens has gone to New Orleans to look after the shipment of the col- 
umns, and they will probably arrive here during the coming week.” 

In the course of the Church War, Father Ceuppens was given a notice to 
vacate. 


SPEAKING The strange “speaking telegraph” is about to take its 
TELEGRAPH place amongst us, as is noted in the Chief of Aug. 18, 
1883, in the following: 

“Telephone Line.—The Great Southern Telephone Company of New Orleans 
is preparing to establish telephonic communication. ... Posts have been erected 
along the levee on the right bank of the river as far up as the lower line of St. 
James parish, ... When the posts are all up the wire will be speedily placed in 
position, and it will not be long before Donaldsonville, . . . will be able to talk 
to each other and to New Orleans by means of the wonderful ‘speaking tele- 
graph’.” 

And in the Chief of Sept. 22, 1883, we note: 

“Telephonic communication between Donaldsonville and New Orleans was 
established Tuesday evening and a number of messages have already been trans- 
mitted... An office has been opered at the Robt. E. Lee Hotel, Crescent place, 
which is in charge of Mr. J. L. Dyer,...” 


1. Father Ceuppens, born Mechlin, Belgium, Dec. 22, 1839. 

2. See 36 Ann. 160. ; 

3. Edward Nicholls Pugh, son of William W. Pugh and Josephine Nicholls, born, Wood- 
lawn plantation, Aug. 31, 1849; died, Donaldsonville, Nov. 14, 1919; first married to Elizabeth 
Howell, then to Fanny Cocke. 


18-8 4 
NEW RIVER The citizens of New River demand better mail facilities, 
POST-OFFICE as is reported in the following from the Chief of Jan. 


5, 1884: 

“A number of citizens living in the vicinity of New River post-office, which 
is located at Ashland warehouse ..., have united in a petition to the Post-Office 
Department asking that a daily mail service at that office be established, ... 

“The line of the new Mississippi Valley railroad passes within a mile of New 
River post-office and there is to be a station on the Ashland place, hence the pe- 
titioners desire that their mails be conveyed over that railroad. ... The sub- 
stitution of a daily mail for the present comparatively unsatisfactory tri-weekly 
service via Donaldsonyille would be an improvement that a large number of 
people would highly appreciate. ... ” 


ELECTIONS At the election held on Apr. 22, 1884, the following vote 
was cast: For state senator—Richard Simms, colored, 
2276; Roman, 79; For district judge—John A. Cheevers, 759; Henry L. Duffel, 
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1724; For district attorney—Richard McCulloh, 973; Jerome L. Gaudet, 1577; For 
representative—Pierre Landry, colored, 711; Ben Gibson, 1863; For clerk of court, 
L. E. Bentley, 1075; Gloster H. Hill, colored, 1479; For sheriff, Peter A. Jones, 
colored, 2042; Blouin, 562; For coroner—Dominique, 727; Duffel, 1879. Total in 
District: Simms, 3363; Nicholas, 551; Roman, 224. Duffel, 2477; Cheevers, 1778. 
Gaudet, 2298; McCulloh, 2085. 





RAPID TRANSIT From Assumption to New Orleans and return in one 

day! The old grey mare, the Clipper and the Valley 
made it possible. In its issue of May 3, 1884, the Chief proudly announces the 
completion of such a trip, as follows: 

“As an illustration of the convenience afforded the traveling public by the 
running of the Clipper in connection with the trains of the Mississippi Valley 
railroad, we note that Mr. Claiborne Dugas of Assumption in company with a 
relative, started from his home near Paincourtville last Wednesday morning in 
a buggy, reached here in time to take the Clipper and connect with the morning 
train from Baton Rouge at Burnside station, spent seven hours in New Orleans, 
returned by the same route and reached home fully an hour before midnight.” 


SKELETONS Indians! The Chief of July 12, 1884, gently reminds us 
of the days of the Red Man, as follows: 

“Indian Remains and Relics—While plowing in a field on the Evan Hall 
plantation of Messrs. McCall Bros., in this parish on the 16th of June, Mr. Louis 
C. Duhon discovered three skeletons, evidently the remains of Indians, two be- 
ing in one spot and the third about eight feet away; and lying alongside the bones 
were a number of articles similar to those found on the Clark plantation when 
the grade of the Mississippi Valley railroad was being thrown up. These ar- 
ticles comprised several iron pots, clay pipes, flintlock rifles, tomahawks, two 
pair of earrings, one silver, the other gold, and a number of small strips of white 
metal—apparently tin—about 2 1-2 inches in length, an inch wide and one-eighth 
of an inch in thickness, with small holes in each corner. The ear-rings are of 
attractive pattern, oval-shaped, the main bars being in the form of a crescent, 
with a delicate chain suspended from each one, and the gold pair would prove 
a welcome addition to any lady’s toilet. It is known that the Indians once had 
a camp on the Evan Hall place, and the spot where the skeletons were discov- 
ered was evidently used as a burying ground.” 


eee 





NEW RIVER © Commenting on the two new post-offices recently es- 
POST OFFICES tablished in the eastern portion of the parish, the Chief 


of Aug. 16, 1884, notes: 

“Besides the new post-office named Prairieville, located at Mr. Hercule Lan- 
dry’s place in the tenth ward of this parish, another one has been establishd in 
the ninth ward, at Mr. Jos. St. Amant’s store on lower New River. This office 
Will be known by the name of St. Amant and the proprietor of the store will 
qualify as Postmaster. We have not yet learned whether the St. Amant office 
is to be supplied by special messenger service from Vickner Bayou on the Amite 
river, which is but a few miles distant, or whether a new route will be organ- 
ized, extending from Lane post-office on the Mississippi along New River to St. 
Amant and thence to Vickner Bayou. If the latter plan should be adopted and 
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a new office established on upper New River, the people of the ninth and tenth 
wards—who have had much to complain of in this respect heretofore—would be 
well supplied with postal facilities.” 


NEW RIVER 'Semi-weekly maiJs for the New River settlers. The 
MAIL CARRIER Chief of Dec. 13, 1884, reports: 

“Mr. Solomon Barman was a successful bidder for 
the contract for carrying mail twice a week between Dutchtown and St. Amant 
post-offices in this parish, a distance of twelve miles. Trips are to be made on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, at a compensation of $160 per annum. . 


1885 
ASCENSION The Chief of April 25, 1885, notes progress in the mat- 
ACADEMY ter of the new Seminary of Learning, as follows: 


“The Seminary building committee ..., have ac- 
cepted the bid of Messrs. Hannon and Voss to erect the new high school or Sem- 
inary of Learning building which is to be located in Donaldsonville. ... The 
parish lots at the corner of South Houmas and Opelousas streets now leased by 
Mr. Jos. Fevrier, have been selected as a site for the building, and it has been 
agreed to purchase Mr. Fevrier’s dwelling for $1000., as a place of residence for 
the principal of the Seminary. Mr. Fevrier will move his blacksmith and wheel- 
wright shops to some other locality. oie 

A general idea of the appearance of the new Seminary of Learning is con- 
tained in the following from the Chief of May 9, 1885: 

“ .. The new structure, ..., is to be located at the corner of South Hou- 
mas and Opelousas streets, facing the public square, ... It will be about 65 x 
70 feet, ... There will be a front yard of forty feet in width and eventually a 
yard in the rear nearly 100 feet deep, extending from the school-house to Rail- 
road Avenue,... The school building will rest on pillars nine feet high and a 
ground floor.of asphalt will be laid, affording the pupils a fine play ground in 
wet weather during recess and dinner hours ... The exterior architecture will 
be quite attractive, and will include an ornamental roof, surrounded by a hand- 
some belfry. ...” 


THE BELLA ISRAEL Possible early departure of the Bella Israel, local fer- 
ryboat, is reported in the Chief of June 27, 1885, as fol- 
lows: 

“It is reported that the ferryboat Bella Israel will be taken away from here 
at an early date... It is claimed that the steamer cannot be run profitably un- 
der existing tariff. The Bella Israel is a great public convenience and her with- 
drawal would prove a serious loss to the town... ” 


ASCENSION After having been closed for a period of over two years, 
CHURCH the portals of the old Catholic church were opened on 


July 5, 1885, as told by the Chief of July 11, 1885, in the 
following; 1 
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“Last Sunday will long be a memorable occasion among the Catholics of 
Ascension. The old church in Donaldsonville, whose portals have been closed 
more than two years, was reopened and high mass celebrated by Rev. Father 
Renaudier of St. James, in the presence of a congregation that crowded the seats 
and aisles of the spacious sanctuary, leaving ‘standing room only,’ and not a great 
deal of that. It would be difficult to properly estimate or describe the feeling 
of satisfaction and gladness that animated the large assembly and made its pres- 
ence manifest in the buoyant manner and bearing countenance of almost every 
man, woman and child,... 

“To-morrow services will be conducted by Rev. Father Chasset of New Or- 
leans, Vice-Chancellor of this Diocese, and during the coming week Rey. Father 
Dubernard of Bayou Goula will assume charge of the church as resident and reg- 
ular pastor. ... 

“Rev. F. X. Ceuppens of Ascension has been appointed curate of Bayou Gou- 
la to replace Father Dubernard. To-morrow these priests will preach farewell 
sermons to their respective congregations, preparatory to exchanging places, and 
on the following Sunday they will fill the pulpits of their new churches.” 


IN THE SHADOW In the Chief of Nov. 7, 1885, we find a beautiful pen- 
OF THE CROSS picture of a visit to the Catholic cemetery in Donald- 


sonville, as follows: 

“In the Shadow of the Cross. All Saints’ Day... The old Catholic ceme- 
tery of Donaldsonville, where sleep so many of its founders, contains numerous 
handsome and costly monuments, as well as poor and humble ones, but both 
classes alike bore evidence that those who rest within still live, hallowed in lov- 
ing hearts and undying memories. The cemetery is approached by a long grassy 
walk, 1 bordered on each side with tall, widespreading willows, and ere the vis- 
itor has reached the gates of the hallowed enclosure, the mellowed light, and 
hush and solitude seem to shut him away solemnly from all the outer world. 


“Just beyond the entrance, to the right of central avenue down which we 
look upon passing through the gates, is the Bringier tomb, 2 a square, granite 
mausoleum, the largest in the cemetery, in which lie members of the Bringier, 
Tureaud, Kenner and Colomb families. It was simply decorated here and there 
with natural flowers, and in one corner of the railed enclosure stood a bundle 
of sugar cane, bound like a sheaf of wheat. A compartment in the side of the 
tomb devoted to the Colomb family had been but a few days before opened to 
receive the remains of Marie Louise Colomb, who had been snatched away from 
earthly life at the age of 15, before she had tasted either its joys or sorrows. Im- 
mediately opposite the Bringier tomb, on the other side of the Avenue, is the 
tomb of Mrs. Antoine D. Vega, .. 


“In front of the O’Malley tomb, a little further down the avenue, a broken 
column of snowy white told a pathetic tale of a bright young life cut off in all 
its promise, and bore the simple inscription, ‘John O’Malley”’ 

“On the Wilson tomb near by was carved the name of Mary Armide Wilson, 
aged 10 months. Loving hands had tenderly placed sweet flowers here, fragrant 
as the fleeting perfume of her life, weaving them about the marble slab which 
bore upon its face the indelible letters telling of the time when Christ suffered 
them to come unto Him. 
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“Further. along a black marble headstone told of Dr. A. Maszke, Baron of El- 
penbein, a native of Mariampol, Pologne, who died far away from home and 
loved ones, a political exile from his native land. : 

“The family tombs of Jean Dominique, Comstock, Simon Braud, Dr. Theo. 
Webre, Robt. Coquille, Guedry, Matthew Coughlin and Louis Dalmas are among 
the most conspicuous in this portion of the cemetery,... 

“On a flat, old-fashioned ‘table-tomb’ was traced the name of Eloi Melancon, 
grass-grown and mossy, as if preparing for a final plunge into oblivion. 

“The beautiful Gothic sepulchre of the Andrews family, the ante-bellum 
owners of Evan Hall, is constructed of the finest marble and attracts immediate 
attention. . 

“Near the end of the middle avenue are grouped the tombs of several bran- 
ches of the Duffel family, all bedecked with natural flowers. 

“At the termination of the avenue rises the great mission cross so recently 
erected, and near its base, surrounded by an ornamental iron railing, repose the 
remains of the Sisters of Charity, who have breathed their last within the peace- 
ful walls of the St. Vincent Institute... 

“Turning now to the left we pass the tombs of J. Le Blanc, E. Bujol, T. Lan- 
dry and Hubert Treille, all newly cleaned and decorated. Below these a spa- 
cious iron-railed enclosure contains two old tombs said to bear the names of 
Pedesclaux and Winchester... 


“Adjacent to this neglected spot is the tall and stately Landry sepulchre, the 
most conspicuous in the cemetery, wherein lie the remains of the old Landry 
and Duffel families. ... At the entrance of this mausoleum a headstone marks 
the resting place of Father Herman Stucke. Father Pichitoli was also buried 
here in an upright position, in corformity with his dying request, 3 ... but 
the remains have lately been removed to the enclosure belonging to the Sisters. 

“Turning again to the left and coming up the lower avenue, we pass the 
tombs bearing the familiar names of Le Blanc, Ayraud, David Israel, Mollere and 
Hatkinson—four of the latter in a group—Tournillon, Randall, Dugas, Braud, 
Blanchard and others well known and prominent in this community. 

“One simple headboard, graced with a posy of white marguerites, bore the 
name Ada Terrio; not many among us have forgotten the gentle girl who, when 
budding into beauteous womanhood, faltered and left us by the way. 

“Near here is the beautiful Bethancourt tomb, recently enlarged and im- 
proved. 

“Many imposing tombs are situated in this vicinity. That of Jean Baptiste 
Gaudin, a large granite structure, is very conspicuous, and so are two of similar 
device bearing the names of Aristide Landry and D’Ignace Dugas. The tomb of 
H. S. Boudreaux and his little daughter, Adele, was tastefully decorated, as also 
was that of Micheal Keating. , 

“Near the upper end of the front cross avenue, to the right of the entrance, 
are several handsome tombs, notably that of the Segfried family, in which re- 
pose the remains of Gottlieb Segfried, Mrs. Baptiste Walker and Mrs. Patrick 
Redington, ... 

“All through the cemetery the eye is met by old tombs fast fading into decay; 
the bricks green and dank with age, are covered with a tangle of wild verdure. 
- +. Some bear, in letters that are fast passing away, inscriptions dated as far 
back as 1836; others have faded, decaying decorations, dried and withered flow- 
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ers that crack and crumble at the touch, but too plainly indicating that the gen- 
tle hands which placed them there have long since fallen to dust. ... 

“ ... The huge cross threw heavy shadows, touching with wavering fingers 
the last homes of those ‘gathered within the fold’; and the sweet tones of the An- 
gelus bells broke musically upon the evening air, ringing la tous saint of 1885 into 
the annals of the past.” 





1. Before Opelousas street was opened in front of the cemetery. 

2. Where Duncan F. Kenner is buried. 

3. For will of Father Joseph Pichitoli, dated Nov, 2, 1832, see Book of Wills, “A”, fo, 96, 
Ascension parish. 
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Side and rear view of Ascension Church, Donaldsonville 


FIRE WELLS Donaldsonville is lagging behind Napoleonville in the 
matter of fire-wells, as is observed in the following 


from the Chief of Apr. 24, 1886: 
“Napoleonville has six fire wells and is about to dig a seventh, Donaldson- 
ville has none and ought to be ashamed of herself.” 


PAUL LANDRY “Among the public school teachers in town to-day was 
SCHOOL Mr. Vincent T. Landry, the popular and efficient peda- 


gogue who presides over the destinies of the white 
school in the Paul Landry neighborhood, on New River. He reports 42 pupils 
on his roll for the past month, and an average daily attendance of 31,” says the 
Chief of Apr. 24, 1886. 


PEACE “The first Easter services held in the Catholic church 
‘of Ascension within the past three years, took place 
Sunday, the 25th of April, and were attended by what is generally thought to have 
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been the largest congregation ever assembled in that edifice,” says the Chief of 
May 1, 1886. 














TIGER KILLED ON The Chief of July 3, 1886, reports the killing of a tiger 
LOWER NEW RIVER on lower New River as follows: | 

“The animal killed by Allen Martin land Johnny 
Walker on lower New River, near Bay Ridge, was a genuine American tiger. 

On Tuesday morning, June 1,Mr. William Graves ... found where the tiger 
had killed two of his young horses, ... He immediately informed his neighbors. 
Alfen Martin and Johnny Walker, with several others, went into the chase. The 
two lead dogs were Allen Martin’s favorite cat and deer hound, Maud S., and 
Capt. Gonzales’ fine young hound ‘Trailer,’ . .. They took the tiger’s trail where 
he had killed Graves’ two horses the night before, and chased him about eight 
miles before he took a tree. Martin and Walker... found him up a small ma- 
ple seated on the first limb, ... Arriving a few feet of the tree Martin and Wal- 
ker fired at him ... Both shots took effect and the wounded animal started 
down. Arriving at the ground he killed Martin Cannon’s dog, then knocked 
Richard Melancon’s favorite dog out of sight and made for my friends Martin 
and Walker. Three shots ended the fight...” 


1. Father of Drs. D. T. and Allen W. Martin, and John B. Martin, atty., Donaldsonville. 


1887 
GONZALES ‘The settlers on New River continue to develop and im- 
ESTABLISHED prove their section. Jos. Gonzales, son of Sheriff Gon- 


zales, operates a country store on the banks of New 
River. Better mail service is required to serve the inhabitants, and to supply this 
service Gonzales post-office was—on May 21, 1887—established. 
COURT HOUSE A new court house was erected this year under the su- 
pervision of a committee composed of Richard T. Han- 
son, Henry Mc Call, John T. Nolan, Robt. N. Sims and Henry C. Braud. James 
Freret, architect, designed the building. 1 


KENNER DIES Duncan F. Kenner, leading citizen of Ascension parish, 

and owner of Ashland and other plantations, departed 
this life on July 3, 1887. He was survived by his widow, Nanine Bringier, and 
several children. 2 


PLANTATION CARTS On Oct. 8, 1887, the town council of Donaldsonville 

adopted resolutions complaining loudly at the “reckless, 
furious and noisy manner in which plantation carts, etc.,” are driven through 
the streets of our quiet city. 


26 ne pee building was destroyed by fire on Feb. 13, 1889. Nolan litigates over newspaper, 
nn, 9 


ae ei Donk F. Kenner is buried in the Bringier tomb in the Catholic cemetery at Donald- 
ville, 
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TEE 


1888 


BELLA ISRAEL The “Bella Israel” is now performing ferry service be- 

tween Donaldsonville and Darrow. The craft, owned 
by Henry C. Braud and W. E. Bateman, is capable of transporting wagons, bug- 
gies, etc., without the use of a barge, except upon unusual occasions. 


COAL-OIL LAMPS The Donaldsonville council, on March 6, 1888, in an en- 
deavor to make a “white way” of Railroad avenue, ap- 
propriated $100 with which to purchase a supply of coal oil street lamps. 


FOUNDING OF A village of itself and exclusive of the population of 
Mec CALL Brusly Mc Call, situated in the rear of Evan Hall, the 

mammoth Mc Call estate requires adequate postal facili- 
ties. The post-office department grants the prayer of the citizens’ petition and 
established Mc Call post-office on Apr. 26, 1888. 


NICHOLLS On June 16, 1888, the Donaldsonville town council 
HONORED -adopted a resolution reciting that Francis T. Nicholls, 

| “the honored chief executive of Louisiana, was born on 
Attakapas street in this town, and... the name of Attakapas street be and is 
hereby changed to Nicholls avenue,... ” 


STREET LAMPS At this time—Sept. 4, 1888—the town is illuminated by 
means of fifty coal oil street lamps; private individuals 
own ten. The sum of $180 is expended annually for oil for these lamps. 





Jas. S. Barman, who served as Clerk of Court for many years 
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a a aC arr 
SIDEWALKS The city fathers of Donaldsonville are determined to 

construct a number of permanent sidewalks. Accord- 
ingly, on Feb. 7, 1889, the town purchased 200,000 bricks with which to prose- 
cute a construction program. 





FIRE DESTROYS The Ascension parish court house, barely finished a year 
COURT-HOUSE ago, was consumed by the flames on Feb. 13, 1889. Cer- 


tain parochial records were reduced to ashes; among 
the papers lost is the registration records, as noted by Act 103 of 1890, as fol- 
lows: “Whereas, the books and registration of voters of the parish of Ascension, 
was destroyed by the burning of the court house of said parish on the morning 
of the thirteenth day of February, 1889,...” A new registration of voters is 
authorized. 


CEMETERIES On May 25, 1889, the town council was advised that all 

bodies which formerly occupied the old and unused 
Protestant cemetery on St. Vincent street, between Mississippi and Iberville 
streets, had been transferred to and re-interred in the Protestant cemetery at the 
foot of St. Patrick street. 


1890 


CENSUS Ascension now boasts a population of 19,545, while Don- 
aldsonville claims 3121 inhabitants within its borders. 


SIDEWALKS On Jan. 7, 1890, the Donaldsonville council ordered the 

construction of the following brick sidewalks: Nicholls 
avenue (north side); Iberville street (south side) from Railroad avenue to the 
church lands. 


LAWES HONORED In memory of ex-Mayor W. C. Lawes, the Donaldson- 

ville council, on Sept. 23, 1890, dedicated the batture 
lots lying below the steamboat wharf, “Lawes Park.” The resolution states that 
Mayor Lawes “sacrificed his life in defense of the people of Donaldsonville.” 1 


CHURCHES Statistics reveal that there are now four Catholic chur- 
ches in Ascension parish; that these churches have a 
seating capacity of 1650, a value of $100,000, and have 3660 communicants. 


1. Wm. C. Lawes, attorney, lived at N. E. corner of Lessard and Iberville streets, Donald- 


ee ee near the rear of Salsburg plantation in the ’70s, while negotiating with a col- 
miob, 


1891 


LAMPLIGHTER The salary of the Donaldsonville lamplighter has been 
fixed at $380 per annum. 
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WATER SUPPLY, On Feb. 3, 1891, the Donaldsonville council ordered the 
SIDEWALKS installation of a water main on Mississippi street; and, 


on Apr. 7, 1891, construction of the following named 
sidewalks was ordered: S. Houmas street, from Nicholls avenue to the Market; 
thence along Mississippi street to St. Patrick street. 


OFFICIALS Emile L. Weber was designated post-master at Donald- 

sonville on Apr. 13, 1891; 1 Mayor S. Goette, in May, 
1891, succeeded himself as mayor; and Samuel H. St. Martin was appointed sher- 
iff on Apr. 6, 1891, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Sheriff W. E. Bate- 
man, 2 








1. Father of the late Caleb C. Weber, leading attorney and prominent citizen, Dudley pid 
Harry M., Stephen, Mrs. S. B. Darracott and Mrs. James Knoll. Caleb C. Weber died on Oct. 25, 
74 raged 53 years, survived by his widow and two children. (See Donaldsonville Chief, Oct. 

2. Samuel H. St. Martin, born, Donaldsonville, Nov. 23, 1855; son of Victor St. Martin, who 
was killed at Gettysburg, July 2, 1863; first married to Palmyre Dugas, 1876, then mar ried Miss 
Edna Landry. He served as Ascension’s sheriff for many years. 


18$2 


NICHOLLS Ex-Governor Nicholls, Ascension’s leading citizen, was 
appointed justice of the state supreme court this year. 


JUDICIAL . Heretofore, Ascension and St. James have formed and 
DISTRICT constituted a judicial district. Assumption has been 

added, and, with the two former parishes, constitute the 
20th judicial district. Walter Guion has been named district judge. 


BANKS For many years Ascension parish has been without 
banking facilities. To remedy this situation a number 
of leading citizens have organized the Bank of Donaldsonville. 1 








1. Bank of Donaldsonville was organized Mar. 21, 1892, and flourished until adverse con- 
ditions caused it to close its dors in Dec., 1913. 


1893 
RESCUE During the summer of this year, the entire New River 
CREVASSE country was flooded by the Rescue crevasse. Great 


losses were sustained by residents of that’section, and, 
on July 11, 1893, the Donaldsonville council appropriated $50. towards a relief 
fund for the alleviation of the sufferings of the victims. 


LEVEE On Dec. 5, 1893, the council of the town of Donaldson- 
DEMOLISHED ville ordered the old levee, situated along Mississippi 
street, cut away and removed. 


NEW POSTMASTER George H. Richard was appointed post-master at Don- 
aldsonville on Dec. 12, 1893. 
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1894 
oy es 
ES 
Mayor Charles A. Maurin 
FERRY SERVICE The steam ferry, Bella Israel, having sunk, the steamer 


Grand Isle is now performing ferry service between 
Donaldsonville and Darrow. 


STREEY LAMPS Early this year the mayor of Donaldsonville purchased 





twenty coal-oil street lamps to further illuminate the 
town. 

CHURCHES In the village of Smoke Bend, the Catholics have organ- 
! ized the church of St. Francis of Assissi. 
POST-OFFICE Ellis post-office, once known as Lane and later as 

Southwood, was discontinued on July 31, 1894. 
FERRY Two Frenchmen, Constantin and Braggard, on Aug. 20, 


1894, purchased the Donaldsonville-Darrow ferry fran- 
chise, and placed in-service the Ascension, a steam ferry of the catamaran type. 
OFFICIALS Frederick Landry was appointed clerk of the district 

court on Dec. 31, 1894. 


1895 
NEW CATHOLIC Work is about to be resumed on the new Catholic 
CHURCH church, as is reported in the Times of June 22, 1896, as 


follows: 
“At a meeting of the building committee of the Roman Catholic congrega- 
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tion held last Sunday, bids were opened for the completion of the Donaldson- 
ville Catholic church. The contract was awarded to Messrs. Lumann & Co., 
architects and builders of Louisville, Ky., who proposed to do the necessary 
work for the sum of $36,568. ...And again, the tower will be only partially fin- 
ished. ...” The Times of Aug. 3, 1895, notes that “Work on the new Donald- 
sonville Catholic church is going on at a rapid gait and it now looks like the 
handsome edifice will be completed before the stipulated time.” 


ZIG-ZAG A zig-zag ordinance was adopted by the police jury on 

Aug. 29, 1895, as is noted in the Times of Aug. 31, 1895, 
as follows: “The police jury on Aug. 29, 1895, adopted an ordinance requiring 
three or four-mule carts and wagons to zig-zag the public roads.” 


NEWSPAPERS The Times of Sept. 28, 1895, notes the arrival of a new 
journal, as follows: 
“The first issue of the Donaldsonville News made its appearance on our 
streefs Thursday. It is a six column folio, edited here and printed in the Herald 
office in New Orleans. ... The managing editor, Mr. R. J. Chauvin,...” 


CENSUS “The census of Donaldsonville as completed shows 475 

white males over twenty-one years of age,” says the 
Times of Oct. 1, 1895, and “480 colored males and 10 Chinese; 432 white females 
over twenty-one years of age, 651 colored; 409 white and 456 colored males, 402 
white and 488 colored females under twenty-one years. ... The total whites 
are 1718, and total blacks 2070. Persons entitled to vote 955.” 


1896 


OFFICIALS The year 1896 finds the following named steering Ascen- 

sion’s ship of state: Henry Mc Call, state senator; O. A. 
Bullion, representative; Oscar D. Billon, district attorney; Walter Guion, district 
judge; Fred Landry, clerk of court; Sam. H. St. Martin, sheriff; J. Dodd Smith, 
assessor, and Dr. J. R. Fridge, coroner. 


OLD AND NEW From 1840 to 1896 the old Catholic church at Donald- 
CHURCHES sonville has served the congregation as a place of wor- 


ship. Another—a more beautiful and spacious edifice 
—is about to take the place of the old church. The Times of Apr. 7, 1896, with 
a tinge of sadness, reports that “At the conclusion of the morning services in the 
old Catholic church on Sunday the congregation went over to the new church 
When the seats were put up at auction;...” 


“The first services at the new church were held yesterday (Sunday) when 
mass was said with Father Dubernard as celebrant,” says the Times of Apr. 13, 
1896, “The bank will be closed to-morrow (Tuesday) morning during the services 
at the Catholic church.” On Tuesday, Apr. 14, 1896, the church was formally 
blessed and dedicated, as is reported by the Times of that date in the following: 
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Page Two Hundred Twenty-Eight THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 

“With the most solemn and imposing ceremonies, amid the booming of can- 
non and the gladsome peals of the church bells, the handsome new Catholic 
church was this morning blessed and dedicated to God’s work ‘by Archbishop 
Janssens ... Most of the stores closed about 9 o’clock and remained shut until 
noon when.the ceremonies were ended. 

“The city began to fill up at an early hour with visitors from adjoining places 
who came in on trains, boats and private conveyances... 

“During all this time, although the rain was falling in torrents, minute sa- 
lutes were being fired by Capt. R. P. Landry from a cannon. ... ” 


A TRIP TO The following interesting and colorful account of a jour- 
NEW RIVER ney to New River is found in the Times of June 2, 3, 4, 
10, 1896: 


“In Interior Ascension. Something about the New River Section of the Pa- 
rish. The place and its People. An interesting Tour with Superintendent Paul 
Leche of the Public Schools. 

“East by north, from Donaldsonville, in a straight line as the crow flies, ex- 
tends the parish of Ascension, for some thirty miles. In extent of territory, in 
fact, that part of the parish which lies along the banks of the Father of Waters 
is as nothing compared to that section which is spoken of by us here in Donald- 
sonville ordinarily, but erroneously, as ‘New River.’ As extensive, however, as 
it is, few, very few, persons living on the west bank of the river and at our pa- 
rish seat know anything of this country or its people, or can form any estimate 
of what a trip to it and visit paid to the homes of the ‘Tigers’ mean. This is due 
to the fact that with the exception of the lawyers and court officers, the business 
of hardly any of our citizens calls them to this region. This is their loss and 
not that of the people of the eastern part of this parish. In New River there 
can be found every kind of Louisiana crop, from the cotton of the highlands to 
the cane of the lowlands; every variety of its scenery, from that of oak-capped 
hills to that of cypress-studded swamps and grass-covered marshes, every type 
of its miscellaneous population, from the man who makes use of the linguist 
tones of the French or Spanish language to the one who utters the guttural 
sounds of the German; every phase of this life’s conditions, from the plethoric 
well-to-do individual with his perfectly-appointed home to the mean home-spun 
clad man whose many children is his only fortune. There also is to be found 
that which the conditions obtaining since the late war and the so-called march 
of progress, which means nothing but the push after the almighty dollar, is fast 
robbing Louisiana of, its simple hospitality—that good hospitality for which she 
was universally famed before the Yankee nutmeg took the place of the Biblical 
apple in the hands of our Creole Eves and taught their Adams the knowledge of 
that metal which can ‘gild the straightened forehead of the fool. There the 
houses, as yet, are without locks, no golden keys are needed to gain admittance 
to them; the latch strings hang on the outside of the doors; he who enters is sure 
of an unostentatious but heartfelt welcome. ... So that on Tuesday,..., a 
Carriage and driver were procured from one of our local stables and crossing on 
the 6 o’clock A. M. ferry, we began our journey...” 

(As continued in the Times of June 3, 1896). 


“Having peeped in at the drug store of Mr. L. W. Armitage at Darrow and 
found that gentleman absent 


ee ae | 





é ’ é f area aon 7 rn ; Oi 
>t ee y ne wy ~ § Se Waa he fs 
ay 5 ’ 





a7 


oe 
: ‘ 
s 

?) 


- \pllodta won embed 






f ate vn ' 
. sell, Be hi i ran it 
Gicshdiubioisiessaie dahsdumainn Got ae 
id N0 pivlendidl adie Waits’ etauiieais (einind ina aes Cte 
° } 7 a Tt . t ‘f 
PP Pa OF ind gS ates Ae CTT lal ara erantel ete +) i 
it Sti7 =, et - : : i, 1, 


an “hy ? — a 
wor Vs (P%. rrr Se ede yiteer me *: 





















Wrodeidiinrs <a show shoo eh betkolbsh ten beaeuhd eatin til ew 
care cae evens benctuszendndihd heidi ro At 90 pes 


a a: 
a 


ail (hs 














7 : Rpat bt bs. is ven .y hes en 
esekt guiciotha mor? stately dilw sod yines ae Je qu Ma! naked 
"sys REDMSY STAD Seving bak afar niet go x 9 othe 
“bt alucien 2inerio! ni gnillel zeaw aint sd? Hyuodiie omit vic Ns gaivwa” Va 


: 
' 
ad 
. 
; 


i "vs “Wonttes @ mow? Ybead 4 Iq8) yd boil yaied 19 eon 
“wol # lo tnuosxe Intiolés bre anileniatai aniwollol fT Sa | 


ib & £ onal Yo esi? off ni baved ef tovit wey, organ 

| [B08 OF | 
‘<8 ed) fo Helios® +971 wah od} si0dg, nuldionto2® .tholensseA yoitoinl Al 
luce jnebusintioqué dtiw waT anideorint mA .siqosd 2ii bone soalq ofT tein 

> iy aloaroe oildut of} to'adond | 

“ko 2011) wero ol) 26 onl iduieste € ni llivaoebianod mont shod vd tend i 
Bi .Ywolitiat lofoeixe al .estin Viti? ernoa 0} .noleneeA Yo feiteqg sit abasd 
etsieW Yo cite od) to ened oct Roos. ail doidw Aeimag sii? lo tng fed? Joud 
~blened ni sod eu vd seaoqe af doldw moitsse iad? of betnamos gnidion en a 
eh \19v9WOH sviecoize ah ‘evil wot’ 26 “levosnorr tud .vllenibio silivnos 
~8Q 100 ts ban 19via sii lo dned jesw 283 no gaivil encetag wel eray .wol zi 
Siginiles yne 7G) nap +o 2lqosg 2ti 10 ¥iiawO9 ald) Yo poidreon wood Inee dein 
oh et eitT’ .noour “eteyiT ori to esmod ext of bing teiv bas Hot gint « ledw to 
ceonieud off} xisclllo ryeo baa evevvral orf lo sotiqscxs oft dtiw tarlt Jord oli of 
bax geo) aiedt ei eid'T motgs1 zid} of mod} elfe> enssilis ao Yo veo vbisd Yo 


, 
ae 

' 
if 





tod? tovit well al .deiveg zidt to eq a1stess orf! lo elgosg oul? to ted) fon 


O! ebnaidgid dt to nottos sd¥ mor} G01) eneiziuol to bait yyevs bavol sdiaes _ 
beqqss-deo Yo ind mort ,vtensce efi Yo Worav yisve ;2baniwo! ost lo oreo ont 
Sq¥! Vieve sreiem bevevoo-eeaty bas eqmswe bebbuie-eesiqz> Yo ted of ellid 
ftivenil od? to sey zodnen ondw nem ed? mor MOR UQod evosnullogzion zi lo 
lerutiug edi eatin odw sac od? of sysugnel deineg2 10 donetd od! Yo esol 
2it0nllelg sf}. mon anoitibsaos e‘otil eins lo sesdq yrove iermie0 srit Jo ebnuve 
daqe-amod angus add of simod betaiogqa-<lioelweg eid diiw lewbivibet ob-ot-ilow, 
bevel ed of zi ovis vietT .onutio? ylao eid eb netblids yam "is ene 
doiam boliss-ce od? bas mw siel od) soniz puinistdo eacitibaos sd} doithw Salt 


} 
7 
6 
* 
a a 





tea? at eilob vidvimle od? qelte devq off tud ynidion anasm toidw geiy 
one doitive 102 ytilstiqaod boon ledt—ytilatiqeod siqmia eit ,to ancleiyad gait 
Indifdill orf! to s2elq silt Joo) yamina sede’ aif? o1oled home? yl ing aw 
to Sabsivond ot emebA ttod! tuned bas 297 slov1) awe to zbaad odf a r 


4 






Ls 


; F me pais 2 ; bey A 
“it stefT ‘loot ult 10 _bssdai0) bonsidginste ont biiy’ a tout Me ae ce 
snaimbs nity of habeen oa evel nobloy on ednot i 10. Tod city ath ae 
sme ti etetas odw od ;2t00b edt Yo sbieine di ro yaad 2 ba Be aie 


eat SPOT ) ; kes 
s+.» ehaowT mo ted? 08 ... wemostow Moped ud Roi) ge Relig 









Ao 

¢ eet 
ere 
fi9t 


y* Wr? ; 

















80 Raie2or1 bes soldate favof “vo Yo sug mow bewoo1g 99 i oNerIE? 
Vaile ote ean ee oer e - 4 Ps 
a he bw 4 Pe $ 7 ist & Ae ' a ’ 
Encl ae Satin C4. Aaa? “ier Ai ahey | 





ee i ae 


deh bat eee 
ere meer, 
Aor : ra* bell “27 eh) 5 













ASCENSION PARISH, LOUISIANA _ Page Two Hundred Twenty-Nine 


= 








— 








—— a, 
“We had intended going through, without stops, to the home of Mr. Jos. 
Gonzales, Jr.. where we were to dine; but who can, on a New River trip, form 
any definite plan and carry it out? ... And so, we, hailed by Bob Landry, drew 
up before the Linwood store and made our first stop, to, to, well to water the 
horses, as Bob had no ice... 


“After a... chat at Linwood off we are again on the road, to stop at Geis- 
mars’... 


“Here, leaving the Mississippi river and a spot which once in the history of 
the parish boasted of itself as a town and had a newspaper, but of which noth- 
ing is now left, a turn is now made into New River lane... 


(Continued in Times of June 4, 1896). 


“And so we leave the place of this old scene, pass Moore’s bridge and we 
are skirting along New River, when, hello! there’s Capt. Doyal! He who has 
seen the town of New River decay and pass out of existence, ... whose whole 
life has been spent in this region,... 


* ...A short drive brings us to the Cornerview school, to inspect which Mr. 
Leche enters and, shortly after, returns, reporting, while we drive on, that Mr. 
(Aureal) Kling 1 and his assistants have a goodly attendance of pupils and that 
the school is getting on fairly. As well, in fact, as the corn and cotton crops in 
the fields which we pass and which, though green and of good size need a little 
rain to encourage the owners whom the heat of the day have driven indoors and 
who are undoubtedly just at the moment occupied as is friend Lucien Gautreau 
who we catch sight of stretched out on the bare boards of his gallery asleep, ... 


A pretty picture of country home life. One upon which we think and comment 
upon until the loud sound of the hammers in the hands of men who are pulling 
down the (Paul) Landry store, ... This old building has been for years an old 
landmark of this section and had its boards tongues many tales might they tell 
of parties, balls, elections and other events happening in it in the last forty years. 


“Never mind though, the girls who danced here are now reaping the fruits 
of their conquests as married women. Of those who were elected to office many 
are dead and the old building has gone to decay and is lost to memory as we sit 
down to dinner with the family of Mr. Jos. Gonzales, Jr., their friend, Mr. (Bob) 
Dennis of New Orleans, and our erstwhile fellow-townsman, Dr. Jos, Webre. 


"(Continued in Times of June 10, 1896). 


“From Dr. Webre we learn that heretofore there has been no resident den- 
tist in this section. A few years ago false teeth were an unheard of commodity. 
Toothache was cured by laying to the cheek a bag of warm wood ashes, and such 
other simple remedies, or by submitting to extraction. Now, however, plates, — 
upper and lower, bridge and crown work and all the professional devices for 
utility and looks are being resorted to by the people. ... While the journalist 
is getting all this from the Doctor ... the superintendent has crossed the river 
(New River), inspected the Landry school house just opposite the Gonzales store 
and taught by genial Vincent Landry, returned, and is anxious to proceed. And 
SO, gO we on, though it is with reluctance that we bid Mrs. (Jos.) Gonzales good 
bye, thanking her for her courtesy to us, and push on to Fairbanks. 
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Page Two Hundred Thirty THE FLIGHT OF A CENTURY 

ee es 

“This school (Fairbanks) taught by Miss Pauline Frankfort has quite a large. 

attendance of pupils. It is situated on New River... on the verge of the swamps 
which extend through from here to Lake Maurepas, ... 





“This is as far as we can go this evening and we return our steps to look for 
lodging for the night. Is it hard to find? No, not at all. We intend imposing 
upon Mr. (Solomon) Barman, and had already accepted Mrs. Allie Braud’s invi- 
tation to that effect. As we get to Sam Barman’s place the shrill strong voice 
of Mr. Barman hails us and we go in to see Sam, who has been ill for sometime. 
He was convalescing from an attack of pneumonia when a probable improvi- 
dence fixed upon him a fever which had for days and days withstood the re- 
peated attacks of his physicians. After sitting awhile and chatting with Sam, 
we were taken by Mr. (Solomon) Barman to his own home—the home from 
which several sterling young men have gone forth to do brave battle with the 
world, tutored by a staid, God-fearing father and Christian mother, parents 
whose teaching and examples, must per force guide the entire future of their 
children.” 


BANKS The Wall street of Donaldsonville is apprised by the 

following from the Times of July 4, 1896, that our town 
is about to welcome another bank: “Donaldsonville is to have another bank, 
with a capital stock of $50,000. ... The promoters of the new enterprise are 
Messrs. J. J. Claverie, Jacob Libermuth and Victor Maurin...” And the Times 
of July 7, 1896, says: “The New Bank. A meeting of the Stock Holders this 
Morning. 


“The stockholders of the new bank met at the Board of Trade rooms at 9 
o'clock this morning for organization. Upon roll call it was found that stock 
to the amount of $50,000 had been subscribed and there was a demand for $1400. 
more. 


“It was then moved to proceed to an election of a board of directors . . 
Jacob Libermuth, Dr. J. J. Claverie, J. R. Duke, L. A. Colomb, W. I. Barton, John 
Tucker and Victor Maurin. 


“It was decided to organize a State bank with a capital of $30,000... The 
bank is to be known as the Bank of Ascension. 


“The board of directors met and organized as folows: Jacob Libermuth, 
President; Dr. J. J, Claverie, vice-president; Dr, John S. Thibaut, cashier; Frank 
K. Sims, asst. cashier, and R. N. Sims, attorney.” 


LAMP-LIGHTER James Jones, faithful colored lamplighter, hears a com- 
plaint that he fails to properly trim the wicks of the 
coal-oil street lamps, as is noted in the Times of July 8, 1896: 


“Through what is supposed to have been the carelessness of James Jones, 
the lamp on the corner of Mississippi street and Railroad avenue caught on fire 
last evening at about 9:30 o’clock ... There is a complaint that the lamplighter 
fails to properly trim the wicks...” 
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SOUVENIR The Times of July 20, 1896, contains the following ac- 
SUGAR HOUSE count of the destruction by fire of Souvenir Sugar re- 
finery: ' 


“One of the most destructive conflagrations that has ever visited this parish 
started at 3 o’clock yesterday morning in the storehouse of the Souvenir sugar 
refinery of Mr. Leon Godchaux, and before it was extinguished the big refinery 
was burned to the ground with all its contents, entailing a loss, on a moderate 
estimate, of $65,000. ...” (36 La, Ann. 359). 





STREET LIGHTS Almost in despair, the Times of September 2, 1896, re- 

marks: “ ... Here as soon as darkness spreads over 
us we seem dead... We are too big to remain in the dark any longer.” On 
the same subject the Times of September 3, 1896, reports: ... “The question of 
an electric plant for the city was taken up (by the Council) and a liberal offer 
was made to any company that will come here and put up a plant...” In the 
Times of Nov. 21, 1896, we note: “There is every prospect of a meeting within 
the next week or two of gentlemen who are interested in the formation of an 
Electric Light and Power Company. ... Every stranger who comes here re- 
marks upon the absence of electric lights that have become so general every- 
where. ... By economical management a company here could lower the price 
so that they would soon have its lights in every store and in a great number of 
our private buildings.” 





1. A. A. Kling, prominent citizen of Dutchtown, served as assessor for many years. 





1897 


SCHOOLS School teachers to serve throughout the parish were 
. selected on February 6, 1897, as follows: 


Dominique, Miss Louise Soubra; Mrs. Dodds’ Home Place, Mrs. J. A. Dodds; 
Lumvyille, Miss F, A. Smith; Brusly Sacremento, Honore Ayraud; Burnside, Miss 
M. L. Shelton; Darrow, Miss Ella Aubert; Crevasse, Mrs. J. D. Cantey; Gonzales, 
to be competed for by Miss Pauline Frankfort and Vincent T. Landry; St. Amant, 
Miss Julia Frankford; Fairbanks, Miss S. M. Bunbury; Laurel Ridge, Sims Gon- 
zales; Black Bayou, Laurent T. Richard; Cornerview, Miss Nellie Minor; Dutch- 
town, Mr. W. G. Bomar, principal; Miss Lea Blouin, assistant; Prarieville, W. C. 
Kernan; Callebasse, A. P. Marchand; Big Swamp, Miss Seymora Odom; Galvez, 
A. D. Carpenter; Lake, Miss Myrtle Allen. 


Colored schools: Dominique, Miss Mary Crawford; Landry, J. W. Jones; 
Smoke Bend, Peter Jones, Principal; E. L. Richard, assistant; Lumville, Agnes 
Dorsey; Donaldsonville Academy, VY. P. Thomas, principal; Victoria Guedry, first 
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assistant; Orelia Mollere, second assistant; A-Bend, I. N. Drake; Lemannville, Al- 
len Stephenson; Marchand, Peter James; Darrow, James Robertson; Washington, 
Major S. Todd; Moore’s Bridge, D. C, Nelson; St. Landry, Adam Allen; Prairie- 
ville, P. W. Woodlief. 





MAILS, ROADS Mail-man Albert Moise now uses his mail-wagon, as is 

noted in the following from the Times of May 17, 1897: 

“Mr. Albert Moise, the Napoleonville mail carrier, came in to the city this 

morning with his mail wagon, the condition of the roads being sufficiently im- 

proved to admit of the discarding of the jumper which he has been using for 
sometime. har 


FIRST GRADUATES The first graduation exercises of Ascensicn Academy, 
Donaldsonville, is announced in the following from the 
Times of June 19, 1897: 

“Diplomas, the first ever given by the (Ascension) Academy, were then con- 
ferred upon Misses Haidee Z. Weeks, A. W. Godbery, Eudolie Dicharry, Florence 
Lafargue, C. C. Quimby, Ella Proffitt and Irene Carmouche, by Mr. L. W. Armi- 
tage, the president of the school board. 


FATHER CEUPPENS'- Father Francis Xavier Ceuppens, the man who envi- 
DIES sioned and laid the foundations of the beautiful church 

here, died at Hotel Dieu, New Orleans, on July 20, 1897. 
(See Times, July 21, 1897). 


OIL LAMPS “Crowley has decided to erect an electric light plant, 
likewise Opelousas. In the meantime Donaldsonville, 
, has to grope along with oil lamps, ...” says the Times of July 13, 1897. 


PICNIC ON An account of a school picnic at the home of Ulger 
NEW RIVER (Uncle Shoon) Bourque on New River, is found in the 

Times of Aug. 9,°1897, in part as follows: “The exer- 
cises and picnic of the Gonzales public school, which was held on Saturday on 
the beautiful pecan grove attached to the home of Mr. Ulger Bourque, was a 
most pleasing and brilliant success. ...” 1 


SUBURB NOLAN Suburb Nolan is mentioned in the following from the 
Times of Sept. 2, 1897: 

“... The first purchaser (of a lot in Suburb Nolan) was Mr. Martial Acosta, . 
who was soon followed by others, until now Suburb Nolan has a population of 
about 500 people. The place is destined to be a continuation of the city of Don- 
aldsonville. ...” 


ELECTRIC “The first work on the city’s water and electric build- 
LIGHTS ing was begun this morning by the contractors, Messrs. 
Esneault & Sons, ...” says the Times of Sept. 8, 1897. 


1. Ulger Bourque owned the property immediately south of the town of Ganzales. 
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1898 
NEGLECTFUL Jim Jones, the colored lamp-lighter, is again in hot 
LAMP-LIGHTER water, charged this time with general neglect, the Times 


of January 11, 1898, remarking: 
“There have been numerous complaints filed at this office against the 
manner in which the lamp-lighter has neglected his business of late ... For 
nights the lamps have not been lit, ss the streets in a fandenoie: con- 


aitionse. 





RAILROAD Railroad avenue is in a horrible condition and the Times 
AVENUE MUD of January 24, 1898 is prompted to remark: 


“An empty wagon was wrecked in the mud on 
Railroad avenue last Saturday afternoon, and after some arduous labor, was ex- 
tricated.” 


TELEPHONES The Times of February 12, 1898, makes the following 
interesting announcement: 

“The Cumberland Telephone and Telegraph Company ... having considered 
and accepted the proposition of the Great Southern Telephone Company to sell 
its property to the Cumberland... In a short time Donaldsonville may ring up 
Chicago, New York, or whatever city is desired...” 





SCHOOLS School teachers were appointed on February 23, 1898 as 
follows: 


White schools. Dominique, Miss Louise Subra; Philadelphia Boiat Miss L. 
Duffel; Lumville, Miss Hattie Cary; Brusley Sacramento, Miss F. A. Smith; Clark, 
Miss W. L. Shelton; Crevasse, none; Gonzales, Miss Pauline Frankford; St. 
Amant, Miss’ Julia Frankford; Fairbanks, Miss Elma Dawson; Laurel Ridge, Miss 
S. M. Bunbury; Black Bayou, none; Cornerview, Miss M. A. Dawson; Dutchtown, 
Prof. Leon McCain, principal, Miss Leah Blouin, assistant; Prairieville, W. C. 
Kernan; Big Swamp, Miss Lelia C. Fairchild; Galvez, M. P. Frederick; Lake, Frank 


Lanehart; Calebasse, Miss L. E. Hays. 


Colored schools. Dominique, Mary Crawford; Landry, D. C. Nelson; Smoke 
Bend, P. A. Jones, principal, Mathilda Ross, assistant; Lumville, Florence Tasker; 
Donaldsonville Academy, Vic. P. Thomas, Principal; Victoria M. Guedry, first 
assistant, and E, Fernandez second assistant; A-Bend, J. N. Drake; Lem annville, 
Allen Stephenson; Marchand, Peter James; Darrow, James Robertson; Washing- 
ton, Major S. Todd; Moore’s Bridge, R. H. Butler; Burnett, Adam Allen; Prairie- 


ville, P. W. Woodlief.” 





GRACIE During February, 1898, the Burnside and Donaldsonville 
KENT Packet Co. was organized, and the Times of February 
18, 1898, noted the arrival of the Gracie Kent, as follows: 
“The new and handsome steamer Gracie Kent, which 
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ari nny 
is to take the place of the Henrietta, arrived at this port yesterday evening at 
5 o’clock, and was warmly welcomed by the steamers, and a large crowd of our 
citizens...” 








SHERIFF The Daily Times of March 9, 1898 says: 
ST. MARTIN “Sheriff Sam. H. St. Martin desires us to mention 


the rapid transit of the Valley railroad from New Or- 
leans to Donaldsonville, via the good steamer Gracie Kent. He left New Orleans 
yesterday afternoon at 4:20, and at 7:45 he was at home in Donaldsonville eating 
supper. . He 


VEGA Col. A. D. Vega is about to erect his mammoth Vega 
BLDG. building at the head of Railroad Avenue, as is noted in 
the following from the Times of March 18, 1898: 

“We were shown by Col. A. D. Vega this morning the plans ... for the 
commodious structure which he proposes to erect upon his newly acquired pro- 
perty on the batture front. The building will be a two-story brick, the second 
floor to be used as his residence. The dimensions are 100’ x 75’, with an exten- 
SHU LS CUR OS a a nl 


FORT BUTLER Hold Fort Butler at any cost, says the Times of April 
PREPARED 27, 1898 in the following: 


“We learn that Mr. H. E. Hanson... contemplates 
forming a company to take charge of Fort Butler, at the mouth of Bayou La- 
fourche. Torpedoes will be laid and the guns of the fort prepared for action at 
once. Lieutenant Pousse Treille, we understand, is to be quartermaster-general. 
All with soldier feeling who declined the idea of enlisting in the regular service, 
can now help hold the fort. This is a particular point, and our gunboats will 
find that the Fort Butler artillery will be more than a visionary help. The flash 
signals of danger from the fort will be three blues and two red lights, thrown 
from the tower. Lesso Castle is yet intact.” 


OFF TO A contingent of Donaldsonville boys are off for the 
WAR Spanish-American war as is reported in the following 
: from the Times of April 29, 1898: “A Sad and Fond 
Adieu. The hardest heart would have melted this morning, at the scene at the 
Donaldsonville wharf when our brave and valiant young soldiers left the shore 
of Donaldsonville to tread the field of battle, and render to their country a service 
that may never be forgotten, that will in future years be recalled with pride. 
Scenes and recollections of the past were unearthed and brought to view, when 
fond parents, sisters and brothers, friends and sweethearts, bade farewell to the 
Southern boys with hearts full of patriotism and pride, and it was indeed a 
Spectacle that will be long remembered in Donaldsonville. The drum and fife 
headed the line of march down Mississippi street, followed by the Confederate 
veterans and the volunteers who go to Baton Rouge to join the company at that 
place who are to enlist as United States volunteers. The line of march was 
continued to the market (Crescent place), thence to the steamer Gracie Kent, 
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Se ey 
who carried them to Burnside, where they took the Valley road. Few, indeed, 
were the eyes that were not full of tears. Those who went were— Frank K. 
Sims, Edward Nicholls Pugh, Jr., E. P. Copponex, J. A. Mollere, Nick Slator, 


Richard Ayraud, Jules Ayraud, Frank Ayraud, Alcee Rodrigue, Jr... .” 





EVERY LIGHT A modern city is now presented to the world. The Times 
ON on May 6, 1898, notes the successful end of its long fight 
| for electric lights in the town, in the following article: 
“The Lights in Operation. Yesterday a portion of the city’s electric plant 
was tested and found to work all right, and last night the principal streets were . 
lighted by electricity. Owing to the non-completion of several lines the whole 
city was not lighted last night, but on to-night every light in the city will be in 
operation....” 


TO THE WAR The Times of May 9, 1898, in the following, notes fur- 
ZONE ther enlistments under the Star Spangled Banner: 


“More volunteers. First Sergeant Frank Sims and 
Alcee Rodrigue, private, of Company E., Pelican Rifles, arrived here yesterday 
afternoon from New Orleans for the purpose of looking up recruits, 23 being 
the number wanted. Yesterday and this morning the following young men had 
signed and took their departure this afterncon on the Gracie Kent with Sergeant 
Sims for New Orleans, via the Valley road: Pierre Jumonville, Ned Maher, Louis 
Bourdier, Pierre E. Dalferes, Oliver Rodelliat, Paul Fassbender, Polite Suarez, 
Henry Loeb, John Montero, Paul Judice, Chas. Boudreaux, Chas Brockhoeft, J. 
Louis Messina, Lawrence Casso, Peter Ramirez, Pierre Ramirez, Lambert Le 
Blanc, Willie W. Hanson, Frank J. Barlow. When the boat backed out a salute of 
five guns were fired by the Cannoneers in honor of the boys’ departure.” 


LIGHTS AND _ “New boxes are being installed,” says the Times in its 


PHONES issue of May 18, 1898 in the following: “The Cumber- 

: land Telephone Company has instituted a valuable ser- 
vice in our midst, so much so, in fact, that many new boxes have been placed 
in recently.” Electric lights and more electric lights! The Times of May 20, 1505 
notes that: “The electric light company are placing 108 incandescent lights In 
the large establishment of B. Lemann & Bros ... When the placing of these 
lights is complete there will be in the city 1050 lights...” And in its issue 
of May 22, 1898 the Times declares that: “Donaldsonville presents an artistic 
picture upon the river at night. The electric lights shine in all their glory, _ 
grand and pleasant sight.” 
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1899 
GAINES-DAVIS “One of the prettiest and most fashionable weddings 
WEDDING ever celebrated in the St. Francis of Assissium Catholic 


church at Smoke Bend, was solemnized last evening by 
Father Cartisser,” says the Times-Democrat of Oct. 8, 1899, in reporting Donald- 
sonville news, “The contracting parties were Mr. J. Walton Gaines of New 
Orleans, and Miss Cecelia Elizabeth Davis, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stark 
L. Davis, of Souvenir plantation... ” 


DONALDSONVILLE’S'’ There is considerable sentiment favoring the annexation 

NEW CHARTER of Churchville, Suburb Nolan and Port Barrow to the 

town of Donaldsonville. An account of a conference 

held at the Mayor’s office recently is found in the Times- Democrat of Oct. 10, 
- 1899, as follows: 


“Donaldsonville, Oct. 9.—A conference was held at the Mayor’s office yester- 
day to determine what action the town council will take ... relative to the new 
charter, annexation and bond issue questions ... Mayor Goette,...E. N. Pugh 
and G. A. Gondran were present, the aldermen (present) being Messrs. L. E. 
Bentley, Charles Maurin, Meyer Netter and J. E. Blum . .. Some opposition 
having been developed to the annexation of Port Barrow, ... it was decided to 
eliminate that village from the ordinance and to propose only the addition of 
Churchville, Suburb Nolan and the Texas and Pacific Railway lands to the 
corporation of Donaldsonville ... ” 


JOHN REUSS John Reuss, of Germania plantation, departed this life 

DIES in Germany, as noted in the Times-Democrat of Oct. 12, 
1899, as follows: 

“REUSS—At his residence, Giessen, Germany, Wednesday, Oct. 11, 1899, John 


Reuss, aged seventy years, for many years a resident of Ascension parish, La.” 
(See, also, same journal, Oct. 12, 1899.) 


ENTIRELY TOO The fair authorities are satisfied, but the merchants 
QUIET complain, as reported in Donaldsonville notes to the 
Times-Democrat of Dec. 27, 1899, as follows: 


“This town enjoyed a quiet and peaceable Christmas— too quiet to please 
the merchants .. . But for the Catholic fair in progress at the old church build- 
ing, Donaldsonville would have looked about as nearly a dead town as she ever 
appears...” However, in its issue of the 28th, the same journal reports that 
“The gross receipts (of the fair) were $1705.98, and the expenses only $35.55, ...” 


ELECTIONS The result of the parochial campaign is found in the 
Times-Democrat of Dec. 30, 1899, as follows: “Donald- 

sonville, Dec. 29.—Complete returns from yesterday’s election show a vote of 
769 cast in the parish out of a total registration of 1629. Mr. Henry C. Braud re- 

- ceived 547 votes for representative, and his running mate will be Hon, O. A. 
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Bullion, who-defeated Mr. H. T. Brown, by the narrow margin of 35 votes. The 
contest for clerk of court resulted in favor of Mr. J. S. Barman, who received 449 
votes, against 331 for Mr. Frederick Landry, the present incumbent. Sheriff at: 
Martin’s vote for renomination was 739, and Coroner E. K. Sims’ 730 4 


DAWN OF THE The nineteenth century is presently preparing to bid us 
20TH CENTURY a fond adieu— never to return. As is departs let us 


glance backward over the “high spots,” as it were, of 
the hundred-year span over which we have travelled. The flags of old France 
and Spain parade before us; the Stars and Stripes of the American Union then 
float upon the breeze; then we see the Stars and Bars of the Confederacy 
for a brief period, and again come the Stars and Stripes of the greatest nation 
on the face of the earth. We observe that the population of Ascension parish has 
increased from a paltry 2000 inhabitants to 24,142; that Orleans territory was ad- 
mitted to the sisterhood of states; that Donaldsonville was established in 1806, 
incorporated in 1813, and, for a brief period, served as Louisiana’s seat of 
government. Our people behold the first steamboat plowing the waters of the 
Mississippi in 1812; see the steamboat displace the pony-express and stage-coach; 
see the railroads entering Ascension in 1871 and 1884, respectively, and note that 
with the latter the steamboats disappeared; see the coal-oil street lamp, a village 
pride of the early days, cast into the trash pile to make place for the electric 
light; see the telephone and telegraph lines penetrating the fields and forests of 
Ascension parish; see the numerous public and private schools established, af- 
fording educational opportunities to all, and see the splendid farms and planta- 
tions dot every section of Ascension. Verily, the countless changes wrought 
during the 19th Century in Ascension parish, Louisiana, are too numerous to 
mention. 


Sunday, December 31st, 1899, has arrived. The pendulum swings away, and 
the day is far spent. At the church here appropriate services will note the 
passing of the old, and the birth of the new year and century. 


“Sunday, at midnight,’ says the Times-Democrat of Jan. 7, 1900, reporting a 
Donaldsonville, La., news-item, “as the old year went out and the bells rang 
in the new year, 1900, the congregation of the Roman Catholic church filled the 
edifice, and a high mass was said. The singing was very fine and very impres- 
Sive, and the year proclaimed ‘Holy’ by the Pope was ushered in as never before.” 

_ With the arrival of the year 1900 we stand at the threshold of the Twentieth 
Century. The pendulum swings unceasingly, and “On earth everything passes 
away. It is the universal law.” So has it been from the beginning and so it 
will be 


In saecula saeculorum. 


THE END. 
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